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INTRODUCTION. 


I Have in tlic General Introduction to this woik men- 
tioned the reafons why the Narratives of the fe\eral 
Voyages are written in the peribn of the Commanders, 
upon what giound liberty has been taken to introduce 
fucli fentiments as the events fuggefted to me, and what 
the materials were from which my work has been drawn 
up. It has alfo been faid, that with refpeCt tb the Voyage 
of the Endeavour, 1 had .ftill farther affiftance, and of this 
I am now to give an account. 

On hoard this veflel embarked Jofepli Banks Efquire, a 
Gentleman poflcBed of confiderable landed property in 
Lincotnfhire. He received the education of a fcholar ra- 
ther to qualify him for the enjoyments than the labours 
of life, yet an ardent defire to know more of Nature 
than could be learnt from books, determined him, at a 
very early 'age, to forego what are generally thought to 
be the principal advantages of a liberal fortune, and to 
apply his revenue not in procuring the pleafures of lei— 
fure and eafe, but in the purfuit of his fa\ ourite fludy, 
through a feries of fatigue and danger, which, in fuch 
circumftances, have very fcldom been -s oluntarily incurred, 
a z except 
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except to gratify the reftlefs and infatiable defircs of ava- 
rice or ambition. 

Upon his leaving the univerfity of Oxford, in the year 
1763, he eroded the Atlantic, and vifited the coafis of New- 
foundland and Labradorc. The danger, difficulty, and in- 
convenience that attend long voyages aic very diffident 
in, idea and experience; Mr. Banks however returned, 
undifeouraged, from his firfl expedition; and when he 
found that the Endeavour was equipping for a voyage to 
the South Seas, in order to obferve the Tranfit of Venus, 
and afterwards attempt farther difcoverics, he determined 
to embark in the expedition, that he might enrich his na- 
tive country with a tribute of knowlcgc fiom thofc which 
have been hitherto unknown, and not without hope of 
leaving among the rude and uncultivated nations that he 
might difeover, fomething that would-rcndcr life of more 
value, and enrich them perhaps in a certain degree with 
the knowlcge, or at lead with the piodu&ions, of Euiopc. 

As he was determined to fpare no cxpcncc in the exe- 
cution of lus plan, he engaged Dr. Solandcr to accompany 
him in the voyage. This Gentleman, by birth a Swede, 
was educated under the celebrated Linnteus, fiom whom 
he brought letters of recommendation into England, and 
his mem, .being foon known, he obtained an appointment 
in the Britifli Mufeura, a public inftitution which was 
then juft eftablifhed ; fueft a companion Mr. Banks con-, 
fideied as an acquifition of no fmall impoitance, and to 
his great fatisfa&ion the event abundantly proved that 

he 
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he was not miftaken. He alfo took with him two drafts- 
men, one to delineate views and figures, the other to 
paint fuch fubje&s of natural hiflory as might offer; to- 
gether with a fecrctary and four fcrvants, two of whom 
were negroes. 

. Mr. Banks kept an accurate and circumflantial journal of the 
voyage, and, foon afrci I had received that of Captain Cook 
from the Admiralty, was fo obliging as to put it into my hands, 
With pci million to take out of it whatever I thought would 
improve or cmbellifh the narrative. This was an offer of 
which I gladly and thankfully accepted: I knew the ad- 
vantage would be great, for few philofophers have fur- 
nlflicd materials for accounts of voyages undertaken to dis- 
cover new countries. Tlic adventurers in fuch expeditions 
have generally looked only upon the great outline of Na- 
ture, without attending to the variety of fhades within, 
which give life and beauty to the piece. 

The papers of Captain Cook contained' a very particular 
account of all the nautical incidents of the voyage, and a 
very minute defeription of the figure and extent of the 
countries he had vifited, with the bearings of the head- 
lands and bays that diverfify the coafls, the fituation of the 
harbours in which flapping may obtain refrefliments, with 
the depth of water wherever there were foundings ; the 
latitudes, longitudes, variation of the needle, and fuch 
other particular as lay in his depaitment; and abundantly 
fhewed him to be an excellent officer, and fkilful navi- 
9 gator. 
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gator. But in the papets which were communicated to 
me by Mr. Banks, I found a great variety of incidents 
which had not come under the notice of Captain Cook, 
with deferiptions of countries and people, their produc- 
tions, mannets, cuftoms, religion, policy, and language, 
much more full and particular than were expedfed from a 
Gentleman whofe ilation and office naturally turned his 
principal attention to other objedts t for thefe particulars, 
therefore, befidcs many pradtical obfervations, the Public 
is indebted to Mr. Banks. To Mr. Banks alfo the Public 
is indebted for the defigns of the engravings which illuf- 
ilrate and adorn the account of this voyage, all of them, 
except the maps, charts, and views of the coafts as they 
appear at fea, being copied from his valuable drawings, 
and feme of them from fuch as were made for the ufe of 
the artifts at his cxpencc. ' 

As the materials furnifhed by Mr. Banks were fo interril- 
ing and copious, there arofe an objedtion againft writing an 
account of this voyage in the perfon of the Commander, 
which could have no place with rcfpcdl to the others ; 
the deferiptions and obfervations of Mr. Banks would be 
abforbed without any dillindhon, in a general narrative 
given under another name : but this objedlion he gene- 
roufly over-ruled, and it therefore became necellary to 
give fome account of the obligations which he has laid 
upon the Public and myfelf in this place. It is indeed 
fortunate for mankind, when wealth and fcience, and a 
S • ilrong 
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flrong inclination to exert the powers of both for pur- 
pofes of public benefit, unite in the fame perfon; and I 
cannot but congratulate my country upon the profpeft of 
further pleafure and advantage from the fame Gentleman, 
to whom we are indebtccTfor fo confidcrablc a part of this 
narrative. 



errata. 

vol. ir. 

P. 1 3. 1 . 8. from the bottom, for Chareariai, read Carckarias . 

P. Itf. parag. 2. 1 . 3, 4. for Trio, read Frio. * 

P. 29. 1 . 6. from the bottom, for within , read without. 

P. 124. 1 . 7. from the bottom, for him, read Mr. Banks. 

P. 125. 1 . X. for brought them, read brought fix of them. 

P. 256. 1 . 13. for has, read bad. 

1. 14. for have, read bad. 

1. 15. for remain , read remained j and for will, read would. 
VOL. III. • 

P. 429. I. 3. from the bottom, for ir, read are. 

P. 457. 1 . 16. for whole, read bole. 

P. 501. 1 . 3. from the bottom, for were, read had j and dele that each had. 
P. 510. I. 19. for confterable, read eonfiderabl e. 

P. 626. I. 10. from the bottom, for traits, read tracks. 

P.753. 1 . 8. from the bottom, for grove, read groove. 

P. 762, 1 . 9. for or dtpofted , read or materials that art depofted. 
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ACCOUNT 

OTA 

VOYAGE round the W O R L D. 

BOOK I. 

CHAP. I. 

7%e Pajfage from Plymouth to Madeira , with fome account 
of that If and. 

H AVING received my commiflion, which was dated 
the 25th of May 1768, I went on board on the 27th, 
hoifted the pennant, and took charge of the Ihip, 
which then lay in the bafon in Deptford Yard. She was 
fitted for fca with all expedition; and flores and provifions 
being taken on board, failed down the liver on the 30th of 
July, and on the 13th of Auguft anchored in Plymouth 

Sound. s 

While wc lay here waiting for a wind, the at tides of war 
and the ad of parliament were read to the fhip’s company, 
who were paid two months wages in advance, and told that 
they were to exped no additional pay for the performance of 

the voyage. , . 

On Friday the 26th of. Auguft, the wind becoming fair, 
we got under fail, and put to fca. On the 31ft, we faw 
fcveral of the birds which the failors call Mother Carey’s 
Von. II. D Chickens, 


1768. 

May 

t v — a 

Friday 27. 


Sat. JoJyjo. 
Sat. Auj. 13, 


Friday 26. 
WcdreH 31* 



2 LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 

1768. Chickens, and which they fnppofc to be the forerunners of 
.September^ ^ ^ Qim . Q n tlic next day we had a very hard gale, which 
ThurGhy 1 k roU gi lt us under our courfes, wafhed over-board a fmall 
boat belonging to the Boatfwaih, and drowned three or four 
dozen of our poultry, which we regretted ftill more. 

Fnday 2. On Friday the 2d of September we faw land, between 
Cape Finifter and Cape Onega], on the coaft of Gallicia, in 
Monday 5. Spain; and on the 5th, by an obfervation of the fun and 
moon, we found the latitude of Cape Finifter to be 42 0 53' 
North, and its longitude 8° 46'Weft, our firft meridian being 
always fuppofed to pafs through Greenwich; variation of 
the needle 21 0 4' Weft. 

During this courfe, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander had an 
opportunity of obferving many marine animals, of which no 
natuialift has hitherto taken notice ; particularly, a new fpe- 
cies of the Omfetts , which was found adhering to the Medufa 
Pclagica ; and an animal of an angular figure, about three 
inches long and one thick, with a hollow palling quite 
through it, and a brown fpot on one end, which they con- 
jectured might be its ftomach ; four of thefc adhered to- 
gether by their ftdes when they were taken, fo that at firft 
they were thought to be one animal, but upon being put 
into a glafs of water they foon feparated, and fwam about 
very brifkly. Thefc animals are of a new genus, to which 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander gave the name of Dagyfa^ from, 
the likenefs of one fpecies of them to a gem : fcveral fpe- 
cimens of them were taken adhei ing together fometimes to 
the length of a yard or more, and Alining in 'the water with 
very beautiful colours. Another animal of a new genus 
tliey alfo chfcovered, which fhone in the water with colours 
ftill more beautiful and vhid, and which indeed exceeded in 
variety and briglitnefs any thing that we had ever feen: the 
colouring and fplendour of thefe animals were equal to chofe 

of 
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of an Opalg and from their refemblance to that gem, the >768. 
genus was called Carcininm Opaltnum . One of them lived » _ pt ^ nbe i ^ 
feveral houis in a glafs of fait water, fwimming about with 
great agility, and at every motion difplaying a change of co- 
lours almoft infinitely various. We caught alfo among the 
rigging of the fhip, when we weic at the diftance of.aboul 
ten leagues from Cape Finifier, feveral birds which have not 
been defcribed by Linnaeus ; they were fuppofed to have come 
from Spain, and our gentlemen called the fpecies Motacilfa 
veltficant , as they faid none but failors would venture them- 
felvcs on board a fhip that was going round the world : one 
of them was fo cxliaufted that it died in Mr. Banks’s hand, 
almofi as foon as it was brought to him. 

It was thought extraordinary that no natuialift had hitherto 
taken notice of the Dagyfa, as the fea abounds with them not 
twenty leagues from the coafl of Spain j but, unfortunately 
for the caufe of fcience, there arc but very few of thofe who 
travel fc the fea, that arc either difpofed or qualified to re - 
mark the curiofities of which Nature has made it the repo- 
fitory. 

On the 1 2th we difeovered the iflands of Poito Santo and Man^y u. 
Madeira, and on the next day anclioied in Funchiale road, 
and moored with the flream-anchor: but, in the night, the 
bend of the hawfer of the flream-anchor flipped, owing to 
the negligence of the perfon who had been employed to 
make it faft. In the morning the anchor was heaved up into 
the boat, and carried out to the fouthwaid ; but in heaving 
it again, Mr. Weir, the maftei’s mate, was carried ovciboaid 
bv the buoy-i opc, and went to the bottom with the anchor: 
the people in the fliip faw the accident, and got the anchoi 
up with all pofliblc expedition ; it was however too late, the 
body came up intnngled in the buoy-rope, but it was dead. 

E 2 When 
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t?68. When the ifland of Madeira is firfl: approached from the 
septemier^ j t h as a vcr y beautiful appearance ; the fides of the hills 
being intiicly covered with vines almoft as high as the eye 
can diftinguifh, and the vines arc green when every kind 
of hcibage, except where they fliadc the ground, and here 
and there by the Tides of a rill, is intirely burnt up, which 
was the cafe at this time. 

Tucffiay 13 On the 13th, about eleven o’clock in the forenoon, a boat r 
which our failors call the product boat, came on board from 
the officers of health, without whofe permiffion no perfon is 
fuffered to land from on board a fhip. As foon as this per- 
miflion was obtained, we went on fhore at Funchiale, the 
capital of the ifland, and proceeded directly to the houfe of 
Mr. Cheap, who is the Enghfh conful there, and one of the 
mofl confiderable merchants of the place. This gentleman 
lcccived us with the kindnefs of a brother, and the liberality 
of a prince j he infilled upon our taking pofleflion of hi& 
houlc, in which he furmlhecl us with every polhbfe accom- 
modation during our flay upon the ifland : he procured leave 
for Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander to fearch the ifland for fuch 
natural curiofltics as they fhould think worth their notice j 
employed perfon s to take fifli and gather fhells, which time 
would not have permitted them to collect for themfelves? 
and he provided horfes and guides to take them to any part 
n.lve. cauawy \\wy {howbl tYiVife 'w&t. YfViVi aft 

thefe advantages, however, their excurfions were felclom 
pulhed farther than three miles from the town, as they were 
-only five days on Ihore; one of which they fpent at home 
m receiving the honour of a vifit from the governor. The 
feafon was the worft in the year for their purpofe, as it was 
neither that of plants nor infedls *, a few of the plants, how- 
ever, were procured in flower, by the kind attention of Dr. 

Hebertlen, 
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Heberden, the chief phyfician of the ifland, and brother to 1768. 
Dr. Heberden of London, who alfo gave them fuch fpeci- , September ‘ 
mens as he had in Lis pofleflion, and a copy of his Botanical 
Obfervations ; containing, among other things, a particular 
defeription of the trees of the ifland. Mr. Banks enquired 
after the wood which has been imported into England for 
cabinet work, and is here called Madeira mahogany: he 
learnt that no wood was exported from the ifland under that 
name, but he found a tree called by the natives Vigniatico, 
the Laurus huheus of Linnxus, the wood of which cannot 
eafily be diftinguifhed from mahogany. Dr. Heberden has 
a book-cafe in which the vigniatico and mahogany are 
mixed, and they are no otherwife to be known from each 
other than by the colour, which, upon a nice examination, 
appears to be fomewhat lefs brown in the vigniatico than 
the mahogany; it is therefore in the higheft dcgiee pio- 
bable, that the wood known in England by the name of 
Madeira mahogany, is the vigniatico. 

There is great rcafon to fuppofe that this whole ifland 
was, at fome remote period, thrown up by the explofion of 
fubterraneous Are, as every ftone, whether whole or in frag- 
ments, that we faw upon it appeared to have been burnr, 
and even the fand itfelf to be nothing more than allies : we 
did not, indeed, fee much of the country, but the people 
informed us that what we did fee was a very exa< 5 t fpecimen 
of the reft. 

The only article of trade "iirtethis ifland is wine, and the 
manner in which it is made is io Ample, that it might have 
been ufed by Noah, who is faid to have planted the firft 
vineyard after the flood: the grapes are put into a fquare 
wooden veflel, the dimeofions of which are propoitioned to 
the fize.of the vineyard to which it belongs ; the fervants 

then, 
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i;68. then, having taken off their dockings and jackets, get into 
stfmtt.. and wMl their feet an( j elbows, prefs out as much of 
the juice as they can : the dalks are afterwards collefted, 
and being tied together with a rope, are put under a fquare 
piece of wood, which is prefled down upon them by a 
lever with a done tied to the end of it. The inhabitants 
have made fo little improvement in knowlege or art, that 
they have but very lately brought all the fruit of a vineyard 
to be of one fort, by engrafting their vines : there feems to 
be in mind as there is in matter, a kind of vit inertia, which 
lefifts the flrft impulfe to change. He who propofcs to aflift 
the artificer or the hulbandman by a new application of the 
principles of pliilofophy, or the powers of mechanifin, will 
find, that his having hitherto done without them, will be a 
flronger motive for continuing to do without them ftil), than 
any advantage, however manifeft and confiderable, for 
adopting the improvement. Wherever there is ignorance 
there is prejudice! and the common people of all nations 
are, with refpect to improvements, like the parifh poor of 
England with refpeef to a maintenance, for whom the law 
mud not only make a provifion, but compel them to accept 
it, orelfe they will be dill found begging in the dreets. It 
was therefore with great difficulty that the people of Madeira 
were perfuaded to engraft their t ines, and fome of them fiill 
obflinatcly refufc to adopt the practice, though a whole vin- 
tage is very often fpoiled by the number of bad grapes 
which are mixed in the vat, and which they will not tlnow 
out, bccaufe they increafe the quantity of the wine : an 
inftance of the force "of habit, which is the mote extraor- 
, dinary, as they have adopted the praftice of engrafting with 
refpeft to their chefnut trees, an objeft of much lefs impor- 
tance, which, however, ate thus brought to bear fooncr 
than they would otherwife have done. 

Wc 
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Wc faw no wheel- carriages of any fort in the place, which i? 6 &. 
pei haps is not more owing to the want of ingenuity to invent 
them, than to the want of induftry to mend the loads, which, 
at prefent, it is impoflible that any wheel-carriage • fliould 
pafs : the inhabitants have horfes and mules indeed, excel- 
lently adapted to fuch ways; but their wine is, notwith- 
ftanding, brought to town from the vineyards where it is 
made, in vcffcls of goat-fkins, which are carried by men 
upon their heads. The only imitation of a carriage among 
thefe people is a board, made fomewhat hollow in the mid- 
dle, to one end of which a pole is tied, by a ilrap of whit- 
leather: this wretched fledge approaches about as near to 
an Engliffi cart, as an Indian canoe to a fhip’s long-boat ; 
and even this would probably never have been thought of, 
if the Englifli had not introduced wine veffels which are 
too big to be carried by hand, and which, therefore, arc 
dragged about the tow n upon thefe machines. 

One rcafon, perhaps, why ait and induftry have done fo 
little for Madeira is. Nature’s having done fo much. The 
foil is very rich, and there is fuch a difference of climate 
between the plains and the hills, that thcie is feared y a 
Angle objed: of luxury that grows either in Europe or the 
Indies, that might not be produced here. When wc went 
to vifit Dr. Heberden, who lives upon a confidcrable afeent, 
about two miles fiom town, we left the thermometer at 74 , 
and when we arrived at his houfe, we found it at 66. The 
lulls produce, almoff fpontaneoufly, walnuts, chcfnuts, and 
apples in great abundance; and in the town there arc many 
plants which aie the natives both of the Eaft and Weft In- 
dies, particularly the banana, the guava, the pine-apple or 
anana, and the mango, which flourifh almoft without cul- 
ture. The corn of this country is of a raoft excellent qua- 
lity, large grained and very fine, and the ifland v ould produce 

it 
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1768. it in great plenty j yet moft of wliat is confumed by the in- 
Scpteinbni habitants {$ imported. The mutton, pork, and beef are alfo 
very good ; the beef in particular, which we took on board 
here, was univerially allowed to be fcarcely inferior to our 
own; the lean part was very like it, both in colour and grain, 
though the beads are much fmaller, but the fat is as white 
as tlie fat of mutton. 

The town of Funchiale derives its name from Funcho , the 
Portuguefe name for fennel, which grows in great plenty 
upon the neighbouring rocks, and, by the obfervation of 
Dr. Heberdcn, lies in the latitude of 32 0 33' 33" N. and lon- 
gitude 16 0 49'W. It is fituated in the bottom of a bay, and 
though larger than the extent of the ifland feems to deferve, 
is very ill built ; the houfes of the principal inhabitants are 
large, thofe of the common people are fmall, tlie Erects arc 
narrow, and worfe paved than any I ever faw. The chuiches 
are loaded with ornaments, among which are many pic- 
tures, and images of favourite faints, but the pictures arc in 
general wretchedly painted, and the faints are drefled in 
laced clothes. Some of the convents are in a better taftc, 
cfpccially that of the Francifcans, which is plain, fimplc, 
and neat in the higheft degree. The infirmary in particular 
diew our attention as a model which might be adopted in 
other countries with great advantage. Ic confifts of a long 
room,, on one fide of which are the windows^ and. mabras 
for the convenience of adminiftering the facrament to the 
fick : the other fide is divided into wards, each of which is 
juft big enough to contain a bed, and neatly lined with 
gally-tiles ; behind thefe wards, and parallel to the 100m in 
which they ftand, there runs a long gallery, with which 
each ward communicates by a door, fo that the fick may be 
fcparatcly fupplied with whatever they want without dif- 
turbing their neighbours. In this convent there is alfo a 

fingular 
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fingular curiofity of another kind ; a fmall chapel, the whole 1768- 
lining of which, both Tides and ceiling, is compofed of hu- 
man fculls and thigh bones ; the thigh bones are laid acrofs 
each other, and a fcull is placed in each of the four angles. 

Among the fculls one is very remarkable; the upper and the 
lower jaw, on one fide, perfectly and firmly cohere ,* how 
the offification which unites them was formed, it is not 
perhaps very eafy to conceive, but it is certain that the pa- 
tient mull have lived fome time without opening his mouth: 
what nourifhment he received was conveyed through a hole 
which we difeovered to have been made on the ocher fide r , 
by forcing out fome of the teeth, in doing which the jaw 
alfo feems to have been injured. 

We vifited the good Fathers of this convent on a Tfturfday 
evening, juft before fupper-time, and they received us with 
great politenefs ; “ We will not alk you, faid they, to fup 
« with us, becaufe we are not prepared, but if you will 
u come to-morrow, though it is a faft with us, wc will have 
♦« a turkey roafted for you." This invitation, which file wed 
a liberality of fentiment not to have been expelled in a con- 
vent of Portuguefe Friars at this place, gratified "us much, 
though it was not in our power to accept it. 

We vifited alfo a convent of nuns, dedicated to Santa Clara , 
and the Ladies did us the honour to exprefs a particular 
pleafure in feeing us there r they had heard that there were 
great philofophers among us, and hot at all knowing what 
were the objedts of philofophical knowlege, they alked us 
feveral queftions that were abfurd and extravagant in the 
higheft degree j one was^ when it would thunder ; and ano- 
ther, whether a fpring of frefh water was to be found any 
where within the walls of their convent, of which it feems 
they were in great want. It will naturally be fuppofed that 
our anfwcrs to fuch queftions were neither fatisfadlory to 

Vo l. II. ; C the 
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1763 the Ladies, nor, in their cflimation, honourable to us ; yet 
September., ^appointment did not in the leaft lellen their civility, 
and they talked, without ceafing, during the whole of our 
vifit, which laded about half an hour. 

The hills of this country are very high; the higheft, Pico 
Ruivo, rifes 5,068 Teet, near an Englifh mile, perpendicu- 
larly from its bafe, which is much higher than any land 
that has been meafured in Great Britain. The fides of theft! 
hills are covered with vines to a certain height, above which 
thei*c are woods of chefnut and pine of immenfe extent, 
and above them forefls of wild timber of various kinds not 
known in Europe; particularly two, called by the Portuguefe 
Mirmulano and Paobranco , the leaves of both which, particu- 
larly the Paobranco, are fo beautiful, that thefe trees would 
be a great ornament to the gardens of Europe. 

The number of inhabitants in this ifland is fuppofed to be 
about 80,000, and the cuftom-houfc duties produce a reve- 
nue to the king of Portugal of 20,000 pounds a-ycar, clear 
of all cxpcnces, which, might eafily be doubled by the pro- 
duct of the ifland, excluGvq of the vines, if advantage was 
taken of the excellence of the climate, and the amazing 
fertility of the foil ; but this obje< 5 l is utterly neglected by 
the Portuguefe. In the trade of the inhabitants of Madeira 
with Lifbon the balance is againft them, fo that all the Por- 
tuguefe money naturally going thither, the currency of the 
ifland is Spanifh ; there are indeed a few Portuguefe pieces 
of copper, but they arc fo fcarce that we did not fee one of 
them : the Spanilh coin is of three denominations ; Piflc- 
rcens, worth about a (hilling ; Bitts, worth about, fix pence ; 
and Half-bitts, three pence. 

The tides at this place, flow at the full and change of the 
moon, north and fouthj the fpring tides rife feven feet per- 
pendicular, 
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pcndicutar, and the neap tides four. By Dr. Heberden’s ob- 176S. 
fervation, the variation of the compafs here is now 15 0 30' 

Weft, and decreafing; but I have fome doubt whether he is 
not miftaken with refpeft to its decreafe : we found that the 
North .point of the dipping needle belonging to the Royal 
Society dipped 77 0 18". 

The refreflimcnts to be had ‘here, are water, wine, fiuitof 
fcveral forts, onions in plenty, and fome fweetmeats ; frefh 
meat and poultry are not to be had without leave from the- 
governor, and the payment of a very high piicc. 

We took in 2701b. of frefti beef, and a live bullock, 
charged at 613 lb. 5,032 gallons of water, and ten tuns of 
wine ; and in the niglit, between Sunday the 18th and Mon- Sunday 18. 
'day die ipth of September, we fet fail in profecution of Monday i g , 
our voj age. 

When riuichialc bore North, 13 Eaff, at the diftancc of 76 
miles, the variation appealed by feveral azimuths to be 
16 0 30' Weft. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

The Pajfage from Madeira to Rio de Janeiro , with fome 
account of the Country, and the Incidents that 
happened there , 

1768. /'"'vN the 21ft of September we faw the iflands called the 

September Salvages, to the north of the Canaries; when the prin- 

WrdneC si. c jp a i 0 f thefe bore S. •£- W. at the diftance of about 5 leagues 
we found the variation of the compafs by an azimuth to be 
1 7 0 50'. I make thefe iflands to lie in latitude 30° xi North, 
and diftant 58 leagues from Punchiale in Madeira, in the 
direction o£ S. 16E. 

Friday*;. On Iriday the 23d we faw the Peak of Teneriffe bearing 
■^V. byS.^-S, and found the variation of the compafs to be 
from 17® 22 to 16 0 30'. The height of this mountain, from 
which I took a new departure, has been determined by Dr. 
Heberdcn, who has been upon it, to be 15,396 feet, which 
is but 148 yards lefs than three miles, reckoning the mile at 
1760 yards. Its appearance at funfet was veiy ftrihing; 
when the fun was below the horizon, and the reft of the 
ifland appeared of a deep black, the mountain ftill reflected 
his rays, and glowed widna warmth of colour which no 
painting can exprefs. There* is no eruption of vifible fire 
fiom it, but a heat iflucs from the chinks near the top, too 
ftrong to be borne by the hand when it is held near them. 
We had received from Dr. Hcberden, among other favours 
fome fait* which he collected on the top of the mountain 
where it is found in large quantities, and which he fuppofes 
to be the true vatnan or nitrum of the ancients : he gave us 

alfo 
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nlfo fome native fulphur exceedingly pure, which lie had *768. 
likcwife found upon the furface in great plenty. ^ptembw. 

On the next day, Saturday the 24th, we came into the Saturday *4. 
north-eaft trade wind, and on Friday the 30th faw Bona Villa, fnday 30, 
one of the Cape dc Vcrd Iflands ; tvc ranged the call fide of 
it, at the diflance of thicc or four miles from the fliorc, till 
we were obliged to haul ofT to avoid a ledge of rocks which 
hi etch out S.W.byW. from the body, or S.E. point of the 


ifland, to the extent of a league and an half. Bona Villa by 
our obfervation lies in latitude idN. and longitude 21 0 ji' 


Weft. 


On the firll of Odtobcr, in latitude 14. e 6'N. and longitude oaober. 
22° ro' W. wc found the variation by a very good azimuth SitariiYl ‘ 
to be 10*37' W. and the next morning it appeared to bc'io°. Sunday 2, 
This day we found the (hip five miles a-head of the log, and 
the next day feven. On the third, hoilled out the boat to Monday 3, 
difeover whether there was a current, and found one to the 
caltward, at the rate of three quarters of a mile an hour. 

During' our courfc from Tcncriffe to Bona Villa wc faw 
great numbci s of flying fifli, which from the cabbin win- 
dows appear beautiful beyond imagination, their fides hav- 
ing the colour and brightnefs of burnilhed filver ; when 
they are feen from the deck they do not appear to fo much 
advantage, bccaufc their backs arc of a dark colour. Wc 
alft) took a Shark, which proved to be the Squab s CJjarcarias 
of hinnccus. 

Having loll the tiadc wind on the third, in latitude 12 * 14* 
and longitude 22* 10', the wind became fomewhat variable, 
and wc had light airs and calms by turns. 

On the feventh, Mr. Banks went out in the boat and took Friday 7. 
what the feamcn call a l’ortuguefc man of war; it is the 
Hohthuria Pfafalts of Linnxus, and a fpccies of the Mol/ufca. 

It 



I4 LIEUTENANT COOK'S voyage 

Ijts. It confifted 'Of a fmall bladder about feven inches long, very 

, oa ° bgr ', muc h refembling the air-bladder of fifhes, from the bottom 
of which defeended a number of firings, of a bright blue 
and-red, fome of them three or four feet in length, which 
upon being touched fting like a nettle, but with much 
more force. On the top of the bladder is a membrane 
which is ufed as a fail, and turned fo as to receive the wind 
which way foever it blows : this membrane is .marked in 
fine pink coloured veins, and the animal is in every refpefb 
an object exquifitely curious and beautiful. 

We alfo took fevcral of the ihell-fithes, or teftaceous ani- 
mals, which are always found floating upon the water, par- 
ticularly the Helix Janthina and Violacea ; they are about the 
fize of a fnail, and are fupported upon the furfacc of the 
water by a fmall duller of bubbles, which arc filled with air 
and confift of a tenaccous flimy fubftance that will not eafily 
part with its contents ; the animal is oviparous, and thefe 
bubbles ferve alfo as a nuinr for its eggs. It is probable that 
it never goes down to the bottom, nor willingly approaches 
any Ihore ; for the fltell is exceedingly brittle, and that of 
few frelh water fnails is fo thin : every fiiell contains about 
a tea-fpoonful of liquor, which it eafily difeharges upon 
being touched, and which is of the moll beautiful red 
purple that can be conceived. It dies linen cloth, and it 
may perhaps be worth enquiry, as the fhell is certainly 
found in the Mediterranean, whether it be not the Purpura of 
the ancients. 

Siiunhy 8. On the 8th, in latitude 8" a s' North, longitude 2a* 4 Weft, 
we found a current fetting to the foutlnvard, which the next 
day in latitude 7" 58' longitude aa° 13' ihifted to theN.N.W. 
y yV, at the rate of one mile and a furlong an hour. The 
variation here, by the mean of fcveral azimuths, appeared to 
be 8* 39' Weft. 
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On 
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On the tenth, Mr. Banks Biot the black-toed gull, not yet 1768. 
deferibed according to Linnteus’s fyftem ; he gave it the name , Ot l obcf . 
of Lai us crcpidat us : it is remarkable that the dung of this' Moaday ,0 ‘ 
bird is of a lively red, fomewhat like that of the liquor pro- 
cured from the Ihells, only not fo full ; its principal food 
therefore is probably the Hehx juft mentioned. A current 
to the N.W. prevailed more or lefs till Monday the 24th, Monday *4. 
when we were in latitude i° 7' N. and longitude 28° 50'. 

On the 25th, we crofted the line with the ufual ceremonies TucfJay*;,' 
in longitude 29 0 30', when, by tlierefult of feveral very good 
azimuths, the variation was 0° 24'. 

On the 28th, at noon,‘ being in the latitude of Ferdinand p r Hjy it. 
Not onha> and, by the mean of feveial obfervations by Mr. 

Green and myfelf, in longitude 32° 5' i6''\V. which is to the 
weftward of ir by fome charts, and to the caftward by others, •* 3 - 

we expected to fee the ifland, or fome of the fhoals that aie 
laid down in the charts between it and the main, but we 
faw neither one nor the'other. 

In the evening of the 29th, we obferved that luminous sattfiday 27;. 
appearance of the fea which has been fo often mentioned by 
navigators, and of which fuch various caufcs have been 
afligned ; fome fuppofing it to be qccafioned by fifli, which 
agitated the water by darting at their prey, fome by the pu- 
trefaction of fun and other marine animals, fome by eiec- 
tiicity, and others refeiring it into a great variety of diffe- 
rent caufes. It appealed to emit flaflies of light exactly 
refembling thofe of lightning, only not fo confiderable, but 
they were fo fiequent that fometimes eight or ten weie 
vifible almoft at the fame moment. AVe were of opinion 
that they piocecded from fome luminous animal, and upon 
throwing out the calling net our opinion was confirmed : it 
biought up a fpecies’ of the bledufa, which when it came on 

board 
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board had the appearance of metal violently heated, and 
emitted a white light: with tliefe animals were taken fome 
very fmall crabs, of three different fpecies, each of which 
gave as much light as a glow-worm, though the creature 
was not fo large by nine tenths : upon examination of thefe 
animals Mr. Banks had the fatisfa6bion"to find that they 
were all entirely new. 

On Wednefday the ad of November, about noon, being in 
the latitude of io°38'S. and longitude 32 0 13' 43 ' W. we 
paffed the line in winch the needle at this time would have 
pointed due north and fouth, without any variation : for in 
the morning, having decreafed gradually in its deviation for 
fome days, it was no more than i8"W. and in the afternoon 
it was 34' Eafl. 

On the 6th, being in latitude 19* 3' South, longitude 3 5 0 
50' Weft, the colour of the water was obferved to change,, 
upon which we founded, and found ground at the depth of 
32 fathoms ; the lead was call three times within about four 
hours, without afoot difference in the depth or quality of the 
bottom, which was coral rock, fine fand, and {hells ; we 
therefore fuppofed that we had paffed over the tail of the 
great fhoal which is laid down in all our charts by the name’ 
of AbrotboS) on which Lord Anfbn ftruck foundings in his 
paflnge outwards: at four the next morning we had no 
ground with 100 fathom. 

As feveral articles of our flock and provifions now began 
to fall Ihort, I determined to put into Rio de Janeiro, rather 
than at any port in Brazil or Falkland’s Iflands, knowing 
that it could better fupply us with what we wanted, and 
making no doubt but that we fliould be well received. 

On the 8th, at day-break, we faw the coaft of Brazil, and 
about ten o’clock wc brought to, and fpoke with a fifliing- 
* boat $ 


* TacRa/f, 
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boat; the people onboard told us that the land which wc 

faw, lay to the fouthward of Sanfio EJpiuto, but belonged to < N ° vi: .- brr - 

the captainfhip of that place. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went on board this vcflel, 
in which they found eleven men, nine of whom were 
Blacks ; they all fifhed with lines, and their frefh cargo, the 
chief part of which Mr. Banks bought, confiftcd of dol- 
phins, large pelagic fcombers of two kinds, fea bream, and 
fome of the fifh which in the Weft Indies are called Welfli- 
xnen. Mr. Banks had taken Spanifli filver with him, which 
he imagined to be the currency of the continent, but to his 
great furprize the people afked him for Englifh fhillings ; 
he gave them two which he ‘happened to have about him, 
and it was not without fome difpute that 'they took the .reft 
of the money in piftcreens. Their bufmefs feemed -to be -to 
catch Jarge fifh at a good-diftance from the fhore, which 
they faked in bulk, in a place .made for that purpofe in the 
middle of their boat:, of t thiS;merchapdizc they,had about 
two quintals on board, which they ofFered for about 1 6 {hil- 
lings, and would probably have fold for half the money. 

The frefti fifh, which was bought for about nineteen {hil- 
lings and fix pence, feryed the whole {hip’s company *, the 
fait was not wanted. 

The fea piovifion of thefe fHhermen confided of nothing' 
more than a cafk of water, and a bag of Caflada flour, 
which they called Faruiha dc Pao, or wooden flour, which 
indeed is a name which very well fuits its tafte and appear- 
ance. Their water cafk was large, as wide as their boat, and 
exactly fitted a place that was made for it in the ballaft ; it 
was impoftible therefore to draw out any of its contents by 
a tap, the fides being, from the bottom to the top, wholly 
inacceflible j neither could any be taken out by dipping a 

Voii.II. D veilel 



J8 LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 

1768. vcflcl in at the head, for an opening fufliciently wide for 
that purpofc would have endangered the lofs of great part 
of it by the tolling of the veffel : their expedient to get at 
their water, fo fituated, was curious j when one of tliem t 
wanted to drink, he applied to his neighbour, who accom- 
panied him to the water calk with a hollow cane about three 
feet long, which was open at both ends ; this he thrufi into 
the calk through a fmall hole in the top, and then, Hopping 
the upper end with the palm of his hand, drew it out ; the 
prefTure of the air againft the other end keeping in the wa- 
ter which it contained ; to this end the perfon who wanted 
to drink applied his mouth, and the aflifiant then taking his 
hand from the other, and admitting the air above, the cane 
immediately parted with its contents, which the drinker 
drew off till he was fatisfied. 

Jitorfayis. We Hood off and on along the fhorc till the rath, and 
fucccfiively faw a remarkable hill near Santo Efpirito, then 
Cape St. Thomas, and then an ifland juH without Cape Trio, 
which in fomc maps is called the ifland of Trio, and which 
being high, with a hollow in the middle, has the appear- 
ance of two iflands when feen at a diftance. On this day 
we Hood along the fliorc for Rio de Janeiro, and at nine the 

Suid»y i 3 . next morning made fail for the harbour. I then fent Mr. 

Hicks, my firH Lieutenant, before us in the pinnace, up to 
the city, to acquaint. the Governor, that we put in there to 
proem c water and rcfrcfhmems; and to defire the afliflancc 
of a pilot to bring us into proper anchoring ground. I 
continued to Hand up the river, trufling to Mr. Bcllifle’s 
•draught, publifhed in the Petit Atlas maritime* Vol. II. N° 54, 
which wc found very good, till five o’clock in the even- 
ing, expecting the return of my Lieutenant \ and juH as I was 
about to anchor, above the ifland of Cobras, which lies be- 
fore 
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fore the city, the pinnace came back •without him, having i;£8. 
on board a Portuguefe officer, but no pilot. 1 The people m 
the boat told me, that my Lieutenant was detained by the 
Viceroy till I fhould go on fhorc. We came immcdiatcl) to 
an anchor s and, almofl at the fame time, a ten oared boat, 
full of foldicrs, came up and kept rowing round tltc fhip, 
without exchanging a word : in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour, another boat came on board with fcvcral of the Vice- 
roy’s officers, who afkcd, Whence we came ; what was our 
cargo ; the number of men and guns on board ; the object 
of our voyage, and feveral other queflions, which we di- 
reiRly and truly anfwcrcd : they then told me, as a kind of 
apology for detaining my Lieutenant, and putting an officer 
on board my pinnace, that it was the invariable cuflom of 
the place, to detain the firfl officer who came on fhorc from 
any fhip on her arrival, till a boat from thcVicctoy had 
vifitcd her, and to fuficr no boat to go either from or to a 
fhip, while flic lay there, without having a foldier on board. 

They faid that I might go on fhorc when I plcafcd ; but 
wifhed that ever)' other perfon might remain on board till 
the paper which they fhould draw up had been delivered to 
the Viceroy, promifing that, immediately upon their ictum, 
the Lieutenant fliould be fent on board. 

This promife was performed; and, on the next morning, *fcnij r 
the 14th, I went on fliore, and obtained leave of the Vice- 
roy to purchafc protifions and refrefliments for the fhip, 
provided I would employ one of their own people as a 
fa&or, but not otherwife. I made fomc objections to this, 
but he infilled upon it as the cuflom of the place. I objected 
alfo againft the putting a foldier into the boat every time flic 
went between the fhip and the fliore; but lie told me, that 
this was done by the expi efs orders of his court, u itli which he 
could in no cafe dtfpcnfc. I then requefied, that the Gentlemen 
D 2 whom 



20 


LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 

176S. whom Iliad on bond might 1 elide on fliorc during oui (lay, 
and that Mi. Banks might go iip the country to gather plants ; 
but this he abfolutely relulcd. I judged from his extreme 
caution, and the feverity cff thefe refli ittions, that he fuf- 
pe&cd we were come to trade; I therefoie took fome pains 
to convince him of tile cohtrafy. I told him, that we weie 
bound to the fouthward, by the order of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, to obferve a tianfit of the planet Venus over the Sun, 
an aftronomical phenomenon of great importance to navi- 
gation. Of the tranfit of Venus, however, he could form no 
other conception, than that it was the paffing of the North 
Star through the South Pole ; for thefe are the very words 
of his interpreter, who was a Swede, and fpoke Englifh very 
well. I did not think it neceflary to afk permiffion for the 
Gentlemen to cotrie on fhore during the day, or that, when 
I was on fliore ihyfeif, I might be at liberty, taking for 
gr&nted that nothing was intended to the contrary; but in: 
this I waS unfoitunately miflaken. As foon as I took leave 
of his Excellency, I found an officer who had ordeis to at- 
tend me whei ever I went* of this I defired an explanation, 
and was told that it was meant as a compliment ; I earncftly 
dcfirc'd to be exrufcd from accepting fuch an honour, but 
the good Viceroy would by no means fuffer it to be difpenfed 
with. 

With this officer, theiefore, T returned on board, about- 
twelve o’clock, where I was impatiently expelled by Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solandcr, who made no doubt but that a fair 
account of us having been given by the officers who had 
been on board the evening before, In their paper called a 
Trafttea , and every fcruple of the Viceroy removed in my 
conference with his Excellency, they ffiould immediately be 
at liberty to go on fliorc, and difpofe of themfelves as they 
pleafed. Their difappointment at receiving my report may 

eafily 
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■eafily be conceived ; and it was 1H11 increafed by an account, 1768. 
that it had been refolved, not only to prevent their refiding , Komnb - 
on fhoie, and going up the country, but even their leaving 
the fhip ; orders having been given, that no perfon except 
the Captain, and fuch common failors as were lequired to 
be upon duty, fhould be permitted to land ; and that there 
was probably a particular view to the paiTengers in this pro- 
hibition, as they were reported to be Gentlemen fent abroad 
to make obfervations and difeoveries, and were uncommonly 
qualified for that purpofe. In the evening, however, Mr. 

Banks and Dr. Solander drcfled themfclvcs, and attempted to 
go on lhorc, in Older to make a vifit to the Viceroy j but 
they were Hopped by the guard-boat which had come off 
with our pinnace, and which kept hovering round the fhip 
all the while fhc lay here, for that purpofe ; the officer on 
board faying, that he had particular orders, which lie could 
not difobey, to fuffer no paffenger, nor any officer, except 
the Captain, to pafs the boat. After much cxpoftulation to 
no purpofe, they were obliged, with whatever reluctance 
and mortification, to return on board. I then went on fhore 
myfelf, but found the Viceroy inflexible ; he had one an- 
swer ready for every thing I could fay, Thar the leflriCtions 
under which he had laid us, were in obedience to the King 
of Poitugal’S commands, and therefore indifpenfible. 

" fn this-lituation I determined, rather than fie made a pri- 
soner in my own boat, to go on lliore no more ; for the offi- 
cer who, under pretence of a compliment, attended me when 
I was afhore, infilled alfo upon going with me to and from 
the fhip - but Hill imagining, that the fcrupulous vigilance 
of the Viceroy mull proceed from fome miflaken notion 
about us>. which might more eafily be removed by writing 
than in convention, I drew up a memorial, and Mr. Banks 
drew up another, which we fent on fhore. Thefe memorials. 

3) were- 
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i;6S. were both anfwcred, but by no means to our fatisfatflion ; 
N'eren-.j : * therefore replied : in confcquencc of which, fcvcral other 

papers weic interchanged between us and the Viceroy, but 
flill without cffiedl. However, as I thought fomc degree of 
force, on the part of the Viceroy, to enforce thefe reftric- 
tions, nccelfary to juftify my acquicfcencc in them to the 
admiralty ; I gave orders to my Lieutenant, Mr. Hicks, when 
Sundiy ,o. I fent him with our lad reply on Sunday the aoth, in the 
evening, not to fufFer a guard to be put into his boat. 
When the officer on board the guard-boat found that Mr. 
Hicks was determined to obey my orders, he did not pro- 
ceed to force, but attended him to the landing-place, and 
reported the matter to the Viceroy. Upon this his Excel- 
lency refufed to receive the memorial, and ordered Mr. 
Hicks to return to the fliip i when he came back to the boat, 
he found that a guard had been put on board in his abfencc, 
hut he abfolutcly refufed to return till the foldier was re- 
moved : the officer then proceeded to enforce the Viceroy’s 
orders ; be feized all the boat’s crew, and fent them under 
an armed force to piifon, putting Mr. Hicks at the fame 
time into one of their own boats, and fending him under 
a guard back to the fliip. As foon as lie had reported thefe 
particulars, I wrote again to the Viceroy, demanding my 
boat and crew, and in my letter inclofed the memorial which 
he had refufed to receive from Mr. Hicks : thefe papers I 
fent by a petty officer, that I might wave the difpute about 
a guard, againfi. which l had never objefted except when 
there was a commiffioncd officer on board the boat. The 
petty officer was permitted to go on fhorc with his guard, 
and, having delivered his letter, was told that an anfwcr 
would be fent the next day. 

About eight o’clock this evening it began to blow very 
hard in fudden gufis from the South, and our long-boat 
1 coming 
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coming on board juft at this time with four pipes of rum, *768* 
the rope which was thrown to her from the fhip, and which 
was taken hold of by the people on board, unfortunately 
broke, and the boat, which had come to the fhip before the 
wind, went adiift to windward of her, with a fmall fkiff 
of Mr. Banks’s that was fattened to her ftern. This was a 
great misfortune, as the pinnace being detained on fhore, 
we had no boat on board but a four oar’d yawl j the yawl, 
however, was immediately manned and fent to her affift-. 
ance ; but, notwithftanding the utmoft effort of the people in 
both boats, they were very foon out of light : far indeed we 
could not fee at that time in the evening, but the diftance 
was enough to convince us that they were not under com- 
mand, which gave us great uneafinefs, as we knew they 
mtift drive diredtly upon a reef of rocks which ran out juft 
to leeward of where we lay : after waiting fome hours in the 
utmoft anxiety, we gave them over for loft, but about three 
o’clock the next morning had the fatisfadlion to fee all the MbwUjr m 
people come on board in the yawl. From them we learnt, 
that the long-boat having filled with water, they had brought 
her to a grappling and left her; and that, having fallen in 
with the reef of roclcs in their return to the Ihip, they had 
been obliged to cut Mr. Banks’s little boat adrift. As the lofs 
of our long-boat, which we had now too much reafon to ap- 
prehend., would have been an unbeatable difadvantage to us, 
confidering the nature of our expedition, I fent another let- 
ter to the Viceroy, as foon as I thought he could be feen, 
acquainting him with our misfortune, and requefting the 
afliftancc of a boat from the fhore for the lecoveiy of our 
own ; I alfo renewed my demand that the pinnace and her 
ciew fliould be no longer detained : after fome delay, liis* 
Excellency thought fit to comply both with my requeft and 
demand ; and the fame day we happily recovered both the 

' long- 
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long-boat and IkifT, with the rum, but every thing elfc that 
was on board was loft. On the 23d, the Viceroy, in his an- 
fwer to my remonftiance againft fcizing my men and de- 
taining the boat, acknowledged that I had been treated with 
fome incivility, but futd that the refiftance of my officers, to 
what he had dcclaicd to be the King’s orders, made it ab- 
folutcly neceflary ; lie alfo exprefled fome doubts whether 
the Endeavour, confidering her ftritfturc and other circum- 
ftances, was in the fervice of his Majefty, though I had be- 
fore Ihewed him my commiffion : to tliis I anfwered in writ- 
ing, That, to remove all fcruples, I was ready to produce my 
commiffion again. His Excellency’s fcruples however ftill 
remained, and in his reply to my letter he not only exprefled 
them in ftill plainer terms, but accufed my people of fmug- 
gling. This charge, I am confident, was without the ieaft 
foundation in truth. Mr. Banks’s fervants had indeed found 
means to goon fltore on the 22d at day-break, and flay till 
it was dark in the evening, but they brought on board only 
plants and infefts, having been font for no other purpofe. 
And I had the greateft reafon to believe that not a Angle ar- 
ticle was fmuggled by any of our people who were admitted 
onlhore, though many artful means were ufed to tempt them 
even by the very officers that were under his Excellency's 
roof, which made the charge ftill more injurious and pro- 
voking. I have indeed fome reafon to fufpcfl that one poor 
fellow bought a 'Angle bottle of rum with fome of the 
clothes upon his back ; and in my anfvver I requefted of his 
Excellency, that, if fuch an attempt at illicit trade Ihould be 
repeated, he would without fcruple order the offender to be 
taken into cuftody. And thus ended our altercation, both 
by conference and writing, with the Viceroy of Rio dc 
Janeiro. 


A friar 
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A friar in the town having requeued the afllflance of 1768. 
-our furgeon, Dr. Solander eafily got admittance in that - — cr _li 
-chara&er on the 25th, and received many maiks of civility rnday 
from the people. On the 26th* before day- break, Mr. Saturday 26. 
Banks al/b found means co elude the vigilance of the people 
in the guard-boat, and got on Ihoie j he did not however go 
into the town, for the principal objetRs of his curiofity were 
to be found in the fields : to him alfo the people behaved 
with great civility, many of them invited him to their 
houfes, and he bought a porker and fome other things of 
them for the /hip’s company ; the poiker, which was by no 
means lean, coll him eleven ihillings, and he paid fomc- 
•thing lefs than two for a Mufcovy duck. 

On the 27th, when the boats leturned from watering, the Sunday 27. 
people told us there was aieport in town, that fe arch was 
making after fome perfons who had been on fhore from the 
ill ip without the Viceroy’s pci million; thefe perfons we con- 
jciturcd to be Dr. Solander and Mr. Banks, and thciefore 
they idetci mined to go on £hore no more. 

On the id of December, having got our water and other CecembeK. 
nccefiaiies on board, I fent to the Viceroy for a pilot to carry Thurfd3y *• 
us to fca, who came off to us; but the wind preventing 
us from getting out, we took on board a plentiful fup- 
ply of frefh beef, yams and greens for the Ihip’s company. 

On the 2d, a Spanilh packet arrived, with letters from Fridays. 
Buenos Ayres for Spain, commanded by Don Antonio de 
Monte Negro y Velafco, who with great politenefs offered to 
take our letters to Europe : I accepted the favour, and gave 
him a packet for the Sccictaiy of the Admiralty, containing 
copies of all the papers that had paffed between me and the 
Viceroy ; leaving alfo duplicates with the Viceroy, to be by 
him foiwaided to Lisbon. 
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1768. On Monday the 5th, it being a dead calm, we weighed 
December^ anc h or an a towed down the bay ; but, to our great aftonifti- 
M°nday 5 . mcn ^ w h en wc got abreaft of Santa Cruz, the principal for- 
tification, two fhot weic fired at us. We immediately caft: 
anchor, and fent to the fort to enquire the reafoft of what 
had happened : our people brought us word, That the Com- 
mandant had received no order from the Viceroy to let us 
pafs } and that, without fuch an order, no veffel was ever fuf- 
fered to go below the fort. It was now, therefore, become 
necefiary that we Ihould fend to the Viceroy, to enquire why 
the necefiary order had not been given, as he had notice of 
our departure, and had thought fit to write me a polite let- 
ter, wifiring me a good voyage. Our meflenger foon re- 
turned with an account, that the order had been written 
fomc days, but by an unaccountable negligence not fent. 
VcJnef 7. We did not get under fail till the 7th ; and, when we had 
palled the fort, the pilot defired to be difeharged. As foon as 
he was difmifled, we were left by our guard-boat, which 
had hovered about us from the firft hour of our being in this 
place to* the laft. and Mr. Banks, having been prevented 
fiom going afhore at Rio de Janeiro, availed himfelf of her 
departure to examine the neighbouring iflands, where, par- 
ticularly on one in the mouth of the harbour called Raza, 
he gatheied many fpecics of plants, and caught a variety of 
infefts. 

It is remarkable, that, during the lafi three or four days of 
our (laying in this harbour, the air was loaded with butter- 
flies : they were chiefly of one fort, but in fuch numbers 
that thoufands were in view in every direction, and the 
greatefi pai t of them above our mail-head. 

We lay here from the 14th of November to the 7th of 
December, fomething more than three weeks, during which 

time 
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time Mr. Monklioufe, our Surgeon, was on fhorc every clay J ? 68 * 
to buy our provifions ; Dr. Solander was on fhore once ; I 
was feveral times on fhore myfelf, and Mr. Banks alfo found 
means to get into the country, notwithftanding the watch 
that was fet over us. I £hall, therefore, with the intelligence 
obtained from thefe Gentlemen, and my own obfervations, 
give fome account of the town, and the country adjacent. 

Rio dc Janeiro, or the river of Januarius, was probably fo 
called from its having been difeovered on the feaft-day of 
that faint } and the town, which is the capital of the Portu- 
guefc dominions in America, derives its name from the 
river, which indeed is rather an arm of the fen, for it did 
not appear to receive any confidcrablc ftream of frefh water: 
it Hands on a plain, clofc to the fliore, on the weft fide of the 
bay, at the foot of feveral high mountains which rife be- 
hind it. It is neither ill defigned nor ill built ; jhe houfes, 
in general, arc of Hone, and two florics high ; every houfc 
having, after the manner of the Portuguefe, a little balcony 
before its windows, and a lattice of wood before the balcony. 

I computed its circuit to be about tlncc mfles ; for it appears 
to be equal in fizc to the largefl country towns in England, 

Briftol and Liverpool not excepted ; the flrcets are flraighr, 
and of a convenient breadth, interfering each other at 1 iglic 
angles ; the greater part, however, lie in a line with the cita- 
Sr..ScJ; baJBhua., whkb. fl.mds. aa the. r.™ of 0. b.Ul 
that commands the town. 

It is fupplied with water from the neighbouring hills, by 
an aqueduct, which is raifed upon two florics of arches, and 
is faid in fomc places to be at a great height fiom the 
ground, fiom which .the water is conveyed by pipes into a 
fountain in the great fquare that exactly fronts the Vice- 
roy’s palace. At this fountain great numbers of people are 
E a con- 
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IJ6S. continually waiting for their turn to draw water; and the 
recmttn y 0 ]jj cr5j w j 10 alc p 0 fl ct i at t he Governor’s door, fin'd it very- 
difficult to maintain any regularity among them. The water 
at this fountain however is fo bad, that we, who had been 
two months at fca, confined to that in our calks, which was- 
almofl always foul, could not drink it with pleafure. Water 
of a better quality is laid into fonte other part of the town* 
but I could not learn by what means. 

The churches are very fine, and there is more religious 
parade in this place than in any of the Popifh countries in 
Europe : there is a proceflton of fome parifh every day, with 
various inftgnia, all fplendid and coftly in the highefl de- 
gree : they beg money, and fay prayers in great form, at the 
corner of every flrcct. 

While we lay here, one of the churches was rebuilding ; 
and to defray the cxpencc, the parifh to which it belonged 
had leave to beg in procefiton through the whole city once a 
week, by which very- confiderable fums were collected. At 
this ceremony, which was performed by night, all the boys 
of a certain age were obliged to affifl, the fons of Gentlemen 
not being excufed. Each of thefe boys was dreffed in a black 
caflbck, with a fhort red cloak, hanging about as low as the 
waifl, and carried in his hand a pole about fix or feven feet 
long, at the end of which was tied a lantern : the number 
of lanterns was generally above two hundred, and the light 
they gave was fo great, that the people who faw it from the 
cabbin windows thought the town had been on fire. 

The inhabitants, however, may pay their devotions at the 
fltrine of any faint in the calendar, without Waiting till there 
is a procefiton ; for before almoll every houfc there is a little 
cupboard, furnifhed with a glafs window, in which one of 
thefe tutelary powers is waiting to he gracious ; and to pre- 
vent 
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rent his .being out of mind, by being out of fight, a lamp is 1768. 
kept conftantly burning before the window of his taber- 
ilaclc in the night. The people indeed are by no means rc- 
mifs in their devotions, for before thefe faints they pi ay and 
fing hymns with fuch vehemence, that in the night they 
were vety diftin&ly heard on boaid the fhip, though fhe lay 
at the diflance of at lead half a mile from the town. 

The government here, as to its form, is mixed ; it is not- 
withftanding very dcfpotic in faitt. It confitts of the Viceioy, 
the Governor of the town, and a council, the number of 
■which I could not learn: without the confcnt of this coun- 
cil, in which the Viceioy has a catting vote, no judicial a<5t 
fliould be performed ; yet both the Viceroy and Governor 
fiequcntly commit perfons to prifon at their own plcafure, 
and fometimes fend them to Lilbon, without acquainting 
their friends or family with what is laid to their charge, or 
whcie they may be found- 

To rettrain the people from travelling into the country,, 
and getting into any dittritft where gold or diamonds may 
be found, of both which there is much more than the go- 
vernment can otherwife fecurc, certain bounds arc prefenbed 
them, at the difcrction of the Viceioy, fometimes at a few, 
and fometimes at many miles dittancc from the city. On 
the vcige of thefe limits a guaid conttantly patiolcs, and 
whoever is found beyond ir, is immediately feized and 
thrown into prifon : and if a man is, upon any pretence, 
taken up by the guaid within the limits, he will be fent to 
prifon, tlio* it fliould appear that he did not know their extent. 

The inhabitants, which aic -very numerous, confift of 
Portuguefe, Negroes, and Indians, theoiiginal natives of the 
country. The townttiip of Rio, which, as I was told, is but 
a fmall part of the Capitanca, or pro\incc, is faid to contain 

37>°o° 
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1768. 37,000 White perfons, and 629,000 Blacks, many of whom 

» c “ — '» are free; making together 666,000, in the proportion of 
feventeen to one. The Indians, who are employed to do the 
King’s work in this neighbourhood, can fcarcely be con ft- 
dered as inhabitants ; their refidence is at a diftance, from 
whence they come by turns to their talk, which they arc 
obliged to perfoim for a fmall pay. The guard-boat was 
conftantly rowed by tliefe people, who are of a light copper 
colour, and have long black hair. 

The< military cftablifhment heic con fids of twelve regi- 
ments of regular troops, fix of which arc Poituguefe and fix 
Creoles ; and twelve other regiments of provincial militia. 
To the tegulars the inhabitants behave with the"utmofl; hu- 
mility and fubmiffion ; and I was told, that if ar>y of them 
fliould neglett to take off his hat upon meeting an officer, 
he would immediately be knocked down. Thefc haughty 
feveuties tender the people extremely civil to any fit anger 
who has the appearance of a Gentleman, But the fubonli- 
nation of the officers themfclves to the Viceroy is enforced 
with circumfiances equally mortifying, for they are obliged 
to attend in his hall thtec times eveiy day to afk his com- 
mands : the anfwcr conftantly is, “ There is nothing new.” 

I have been told, {hat this fervile attendance is exafted to pre- 
vent their going into the country j and if fo, it cffe&ually 
an 1 we is tne purpoie. 

It is, I believe, univerfally allowed, that the women, Loth ' 
of the Spanifh and Portuguefe fettlements in South Ame- 
rica, make lefs difficulty of granting perfonal favours, than 
thofe of any other civilized country in the world. Of the 
Ladies of this town fome have formed fo unfavourable an 
opinion as to declare, that they did not believe there was a 
modeft one among them. This ccnfijre is certainly too ge- 
neral ; 
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neral ; but what Dr. Solander faw of them when he was on >768. 
ihore, gave him no veiy exalted idea of their chadity: he 
told me, that as foon as it was dark, one or more of them 
appeared in every window, and diltinguifhcd thofe whom 
they liked, among the Gentlemen that walked part them, 
by giving them nofegays ; that he, and two Gentlemen who 
wcic with him, received fo many of thefe favours, that, at 
the end of their walk, which was not a long one, they threw 
whole hatfuls of them away. Great allowance mud cer- 
tainly be made for local cudoms; that which in one coun- 
try would be an indecent familiarity, is a mere a cl of gene- 
ral courtefy in another ; of the fafl, therefore, which I have 
related, I fliall fay nothing, but that I am confident it is 
ttuc. 

Neither will I take upon me to affirm, that murders are 
frequently committed here t but the churches afford an afy- 
lum to the criminal : and as our cockfwain was one day 
looking at two men, who appeared to be talking together in 
a friendly manner, one of them fuddenly drew a knife and 
dabbed the other; who not indantly falling, the murderer 
withdrew the weapon, and dabbed him a fecond time. He 
then ran away, and was purfued by fomc Ncgtocs who were 
alfo witneffes of the fail ; but whether he efcaped or was 
taken I never heard. 

The country, at a rmall dtdancc round the town, which 
is all that any of us faw, is beautiful in thehighed degree; 
the wilded fpots being varied with a greater luxuriance of 
dowets, both as to number and beauty, than the bed gardens 
in England. 

Upon the trees and bullies fat an almod endlefs variety of 
birds, efpecially fin all ones, many of them covered with the 
mod elegant plumage; among which were the humming- 
bird. 
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1768. bird. Of infcfts too there was a great variety, and fome of 
peccnbcf^ t k em ver y beautiful . but they were much more nimble than 
thofe of Europe, efpcciaily the butterflies, moil of which flew 
near the tops of the trees, and were therefore very difficult 
to be caught, except when the fea breeze blew ffeih, which 
kept them neater to the ground. 

The banks of the fea, and of the fmall brooks which 
water this part of the country, are almofl coveted with the 
fmall crabs called Cancer vocans ; fome of thefe had one of the 
claws, called by naturalifls the hand, very large ; othei s had 
them both remarkably fmall, and of equal fize, a difference 
which is faid to diftinguifh the fexes, that u ith the laigc claw 
being the male. 

There is the appearance of but little cultivation ; the 
greater part of the land is wholly uncultivated, and vety 
little care and labour feem to have been bellowed upon the 
red; there arc indeed little patches or gardens, in which 
many kinds of European garden fluff* are produced, paniett- 
larly cabbages, peas, beans, kidney-beans, turnips, and white 
Tadifhcs, but all much inferior to our own: watermelons 
and pine apples arc alfo produced in thefe fpots, and they 
are the only* fruits that wc faw cultivated, though the coun- 
try produces mufk melons, oranges, limes, lemons, fwcet 
lemons, citrons, plantains, bananas, mangos, mamanc ap- 
ples, acajou ur caftiuu apjfics and nuts ; jamboira of two 
kinds, one of which bears a fmall black fruit j cocoa nuts 
mangos, palm nuts of two kinds, one long, the other round • 
and palm berries, all which were in feafon while wc wcic 
there. 

Of thefe fruits the water melons and oranges ate the beft 
in their kind; the pine apples are much inferior to thofe 
that I have eaten in England j they arc indeed more juicy 

and 



33 


slOUND THE -W ORLD. 

fwect, but have no flavour ; 1 believe them to be natives 1768. 
of this country, though we heard of none that at this time *?-“ mbci 
grow wild } they have, however, very httle care beflowed, 
upon them, the plants being fet between beds of any kind 
of garden-ftuff, and fufFered to take the chance of tlic feafon. 

The melons are ftill worfe, at lead thofe that we tailed, 
which were mealy and infipid ; but the water melons are 
excellent * they have a flavour, at lead a degree of acidity, 
which ours have nor. We faw alfo fevcral fpecies of the 
prickle pear, and fome European fruits, particularly the 
apple and peach, both which were very mealy and infipid. 

In thefe gaidens alfo grow yams, and mandihoca, which 
in the Well Indies is called Caflada or Caflava, and to the 
flourof which the people here, as I have before obfened, 
give the name of Farinha de P<io, which may not impropeily 
be tranflated, Powder of poll. The foil, though it produces 
tobacco and fugar, will not produce bread-coi n ; fo that the 
people here have no wheat-flour, but what is brought from 
Portugal, and fold at the rate of a fhillmg a pound, though 
it is generally fpoiled by being heated in its palfagc. Mr. 

Banks is of opinion, that all the produ&s of out Wed: Indian 
iflands would grow here ; notwithftanding which, the inha- 
bitants import tlieir cofFec and chocolate from Lifbon. 

Mod of the land, as far as we faw of the counti y, is laid 
down in grafs, upon which cattle are paftured m great 
plenty; but they are folean, that an Enghfhman will fcarccly 
eat of their flefh : the herbage of thefe paftures confifts prin- 
cipally of crefles, and confequently is fo fliort, that though 
it may afford a bite for horfes and flieep, it can fcarcely be 
grazed by homed cattle in a fufticicnt quantity to keep them 
alive. 

This country may po/flbly produce many valuable drugs; 
but we could not find any in the apothecaries £hops, except 

Vol. II. E pareira 
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t;6S. pareira brava, arid balfam capivi; both of which were cr- 
^Prcrmiyf ^ ce ]] cnt ; n t ] lc ; r and fold at a very low price. The drug 
trade is probably carried on to the northward, aa well as that 
of the thing woods, for \tc could get no intelligence of 
cither of them here. 

As to manufactures, we neither faw nor heard of any, cr- 
ccpt that of cotton hammocks, in which people arc carried 
about here, aa they arc with us in fedan chairs; and thcfc 
arc principally, if not wholly, fabricated by the Indians. 

The riches of the place confifls chiefly in the mines, which 
we fttppofcd to lie far up the country, though SVC could 
never learn where, or at what diflance; for the fituation is 
concealed as much as pofliblc, and troops arc continually 
employed in guarding the roads that lead to them : it is ai- 
med impofliblc for any man to get a fight of them, except 
tltofc who arc employed there ; and indeed the flrongcfl cu- 
riofity would fcarccly induce any man to attempt it, for 
whoever is found upon the road to them, if he cannot give: 
undeniable evidence of his having buflnefs there, is imme- 
diately lunged up upon the next tree. 

Much gold is certainly brought from thcfc mines, but at an 
expcncc of life, that mud flrike every man, to whom cuflomi 
has not made it familiar, with horror. No lefs than forty' 
thoufand negroes arc annually imported, on the king’s ac- 
count, to dig the mines ; and we were credibly informed, 
that, the lad year but one before we arrived here, this num- 
ber fell fo (hort, probably from fomc epidemic difeafe, that 
twenty thoufand more were draughted from the town of 
Rio. 

Precious flones arc alfo found here in fuch plenty, that a 
certain quantity only is allowed to be collected in a years 
to colleft this quantity, a number of people arc fent into the 


country 
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country where they are found, and when it is got together, 
which fometimes happens in a month, fometimes in lefs and 
fometimes in more, they return ; and after that, whoever is 
found in thefe precious didrifts, on any pretence, before the 
next year, is immediately' put to death. 

' The jewels found here, are diamonds, topazes of fcvcral 
kinds, and amethyfts. We did not fee any of the diamonds, 
hut were informed that the Viceroy had a large quantity by 
him, which he woiild fell on the King of Portugal’s account, 
but not at a lefs price than they are fold for in Europe. Mr. 
Banks bought a few topazes and amethyfts as fpccimcns : of 
the topazes there are three forts, of very different value, 
which are diftinguiflied here by the names of Pinga d’agua, 
qualidade primeiro, Pinga d’agua qualidade fccundo, and 
Chryftallos armerillos : they are fold, large and fmall, good 
and bad together, by oftavos, or the eighth pat t of an ounce; 
the beft at 4s. <?d. All dealing, however, in thefe ftoncs is 
prohibited to the fubjeft, under the fevereff penalties ; there 
were jewellers here formeily, who purchafed and worked 
them on their own account , but about fourteen months be- 
fore our arrival, orders came fiom the court of Portugal, 
that no more ftones ffiould be wrought here, except on the 
King’s account: the jewellers were ordered to biing all their 
tools to the Viceroy, and left without any means of fubfifU 
•ence. The perfons employed here to work ftones for the King 
arc fiaves. 

The coin that is current here, is either that of Portugal, 
confiftmg chiefly of thirty-fix (hillings pieces ; or pieces, both 
of gold and filvcr, which are ftruck at this jilacc : the pieces 
of filvcr, which are very much debafed, -are called Pctacks, 
and nre of different value, and eaftly diftinguifficd by the 
-number of recs that is marked on the outfidc. Here is alfo 
T? .3 a copper 
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1768. a copper coin, like that in Portugal, of five and ten res* 
Etccabr., p* eccSt A rec J S a nominal coin of Portugal, ten of which 
arc equal in value to about three farthings flcrling. 

The harbour of Rio dc Janeiro is fituated \V. by N* tS 
league 1 ; from Cape Trio, am! may be known by a remat k- 
able hi!!, in the form of a fugar-loaf, at the weft point of the 
bay, but as al! the coaft is very high, and rifes in many 
peaks, the entrance of this harbour may be more certainly 
diftinguiflied by the iflands that lie before it ; one of which, 
called llodonda, is high and round like a bay-ftack, and lies 
at the diftancc of two leagues and an half from the entrance 
of the bay, in the direction of S. by VA ; but the firft iflands. 
which arc met with, coming from the caft, or Cape Trio, arc- 
two that have a rocky appearance, lying near to each other, 
and at the diftancc of about four miles from the (bore : there- 
arc alfo at the diftancc of three leagues to the weftward 
of thefe, two other iflands which lie near to each other, a 
little without the bay on. the caft fide, and very near the- 
fliorc. This harbour is certainly a good one ; the entrance 
indeed is not wide, but the fea breeze, which blows every 
day from ten or twelve o’clock till funfet, makes it cafy for 
any fliip to go in before the* wind ; and it grows wider as 
the town is approached, fo that abreaft of it tlicic is room 
for the largcft fleet, in five or fix fathom water, with an oozy 
bottom. At the narrow part, the entrance is defended by two 
forts. The principal is Santa Cruz, which Hands on the caft 
point of the bay, and has been mentioned before ; that on 
the weft fide is called fort Lozia, and is built upon a rock 
that lies clofe to the main ; the diftance between them is 
about 4 of a mile, but the channel is not quite fo broad, be- 
caufe there are funken rocks which lie off each fou, and in 
this part alone there is danger: the nanownefs of the chan- 
nel caufes the tides, both flood and ebb, to run with confi- 
de rablc 
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(Icrablc ftrength, fo that they cannot be Hemmed without a J 7 68 « 
fielli breeze. The lockynefs of the bottom makes it alfo 
unfafc'to anchor here} but all danger maybe avoided by 
keeping in the middle of the channel. Within the entrance, 
the couifc up the bay is firfl N.byW. + W. and N.N.W. 
fometliing more than a league ; this will bring the veffel the 
length of the great road ; and-NAV. and W.N.W. one leaguc 
moie will carry her to ( the Ifle dos Cobras, which lies before 
tlie city : Ihe Ihould then keep the north fide of this ifland 
clofc on board, and anchor above it, before a monallery of 
BeneduRines which Hands upon a hill at the N.W. end of 
the city. 

The river, and indeed the whole coafl, abounds with a 
greater variety of filh than we had ever feen j a day feldom- 
palTcd in which one or more of a new fpccies were not 
brought to Mr. Banks : the bay alfo is as well adapted for 
catching thefe ihk as can be conceived *, for it is full of fmall 
iflands, between which there is lhallow water, and proper 
beaches for drawing the feme. The fca, without the bay, 
abounds with dolphins,, and large mackrcl of different kinds, 
which readily bite at a hook, and the inhabitants always tow 
one after their boats for that purpofe. 

Though the climate is hot, the lituation of this place is 
ceitainly wholefomcj while we Hayed here the thermometer 
never rofe higher than 83, though we had frequent rains,, 
and once a very hard gale of wind. 

Ships water here at the fountain in the great fquarc, though, 
as I have obferved, the water is not good ; they land their 
calks upon a fmootli fandy beach, which is not more than a 
hundred yaids diHant fiom the fountain, and upon applica- 
tion to the Viceroy, a centincl will be appointed to look after 
3 them, 



LIEUTENANT COOK’s V'OtAGE 

them, and clear tlie way to the fountain where they are to 
be filled. 

Upon the whole, Rio dc Janeiro is a very good place for 
fliips to put in at that want refrefhmcnt: the harbour is fafe 
and commodious; and provifions, except wheaten bread and 
‘Hour, may be eafily procured: as a fuccedancum for bread, 
there arc yams and caffada in plenty ; beef, both frefh and 
jerked, may be bought at about two pence farthing a pound; 
•though, as I have before remarked, it is very lean. The 
people here jerk their beef by taking out the bones, cutting it 
into Iaige but thin flices, then curing it with fait, and drying 
it in the fliade : it cats very well, and, if kept dry, will re- 
main good a long time at fea. Mutton is fcarcely to be 
procured, and hogs and poultry are dear; of garden-fluff 
and fiuit there is abundance, of which, however, none can 
*be prcfcrvcd at fca but the pumpkin ; rum, fugar, and mo- 
daffes, all excellent in their kind, may be had at a reafonable 
price ; tobacco alfo is cheap, but it as not good. Here is a 
-yard for building fhipping, and a fmall hulk to heave down 
hy ; for, as the tide never rifes above fix or feven foot, there 
is no other way of coming at a Ihip’s bottom. 

When the boat which had been fent on fliore returned, we 
ihoifted her on board, and flood out to fea. 
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them, and clear the way to the fountain where they arc tt 
be filled. 

Upon the whole, Rio dc Janeiro 13 a very good place fo 
iliips to put in at that want refrcfhmcnt: the harbour is faft 
and commodious; and provifions, except wheaten bread ant 
flour, may be eafily procured i as a fuccedaneum for bread 
there arc yams and cafiada in plenty ; beef, both frefh ant 
jerked, may be bought at about two pence farthing a pound 
•though, as I have before remarked, it is very lean. Tin 
people here jerk their beef by taking out the bones, cutting 11 
into large but thin flices, then curing it with fait, and drying 
it in the ihade : it eats very well, and, if kept dry, will re- 
main good a long time at fea. Mutton is fcarcely to bfc 
procured, and hogs and poultry are dear; of garden-liufl 
and fiuit there is abundance, of which, however, none can 
'be prefcrvcd at fea but the pumpkin j rum, fugar, and mo- 
il afles, all excellent in thejr kind, may be had at a reafonable 
price; tobacco alfo is cheap, but it ds not good. Heie is a 
-yard for building (hipping, and a fmall hulk to heave down 
by ; for, as the tide never nfes above fix or feven foot, there 
is no other way of coming at a ihip’s bottom. 


When the boat which had been fent on fliore returned we 
jhoifted her on boaid, and flood out to fea. 
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; € H'A P. III. 

7%e Paffage from Rio de Janeiro to the Entrance of the 
Sir eight of Le Maire t ivith a Defcription of fame of 
the Inhabitants of Terra del Fuego . 

O N the gtli of December, we obferved the fea to be co- 1763 
vered with broad fireaks of a yellowifh colour, fcveral , D<Cftnbtr - 
of them a mile long, and three or four hundred yards wide: fr,da X9- 
fome of the water thus coloured was taken up, and found to 
be full of innumerable atoms pointed at the end, of a yel- 
lowifli colour, and none more than a quarter of a line, or the 
fortieth part of an inch long : in the microfcope they ap- 
peared to be Fafacuh of fmall fibres intenvoven with each 
other, not unlike the nidus of fome of the Phyganeas, called 
Caddices \ but whether they were animal or vegetable fub- 
ftances, whence they came, or for what they were defigned, 
neither Mr. Banks nor Dr. Solander could guefs. The fame 
appearance had been obferved before, when we firft difeo- 
vered the continent of South America. 

On the nth we hooked a lhark, and while wc were play- Sunday n 
mg it under the cabbin window, it threw out, and drew in 
again feveral times what appeared to be its fiomach : it 
proved to be a female, and upon being opened fix ) oung 
ones were taken out of it , five of them were alive and fwam 
brifkly in a tub of water, but the fixth appeared to have been 
dead fome time. 

Nothing remarkable happened nil the 50th, except that Friday S c 
we prepared for the bad weather, which wc were fhonly to 
expeft, by bending a new fuit of fails but on this da) w e 
4 ran 
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1 CHAP. Iir. 

The Pajfage from Rio de Janeiro to the Entrance of the 
jS 'freight of Le Moire , withy a Defcription of fame of 
the Inhabitants of Terra del Fuego . 

O N the gth of December, we obfcrved the fea to he co- 176s. 
t vered with hroad flreaks of a yellowifh colour, fcveral . Dtcgn,btr - 
of them a mile long, and three or four hundred yaids wide: Fnday 
fomc of the water thus coloured was taken up, and found to 
he full of innumerable atoms pointed at the end, of a ycl~ 
lowilli colour, and none more than a quarter of a line, or the 
fortieth part of an inch long : in the microfcope they ap- 
peared to he Fafcicuh of fmall fibres interwoven with each 
ocher, not unlike the nidus of fame of the Pbyganeas, called 
Caddices ; hut whether they were animal or vegetable fub- 
ftances, whence they came, or for what they were defigned, 
neither Mr. Banks nor Dr. Solandcr could guefs. The fame 
appearance had been obferved before, when we fzrft difeo- 
vered the continent of South America. 

On the nth we hooked a fhark, and while we were play- sandjy , T 
mg' it under the cab bin window, it threw out, and drew in 
again feveral times what appeared to be its ilomach : it 
proved to be a female, and upon being opened fix young 
ones were taken out of it , five of them were alive and fvvam 
brifkly in a tub of water, but the fixth appeared to have been 
dead fome time. 

Nothing remarkable happened till the 50th, except that rnJav 
we prepared for the bad weather, which we were fhortlv to 
expctfl, by bending anew fuit of fails, but on this day wc 
4 ran 
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1768. j-an a courfe of one liundied and fixty miles by the log, 

t through innumerable land infers of various kinds, fome 

upon the wing, and moxe upon the water, many of which 
were alive j they appeared to be exactly the fame with the 
Carabi , the Grylh , the Phalanx , Aranea , and other flies that 
aie feen in England, though at this time we could not be 
lefs than thirty leagues fiom land ; and fome of thefe infects, 
particularly the Grylli and Aranea, never voluntarily leave it 
at a greater diflance than twenty yards. We judged our- 
fclves to be now nearly oppofite to Baye fans fond , where Mr. 
Dahymple fuppofes there is a paffage quite through the 
continent of America ; and 'we thought from the infers 
that there might be at leaft a very large river, and that it 
had overflowed its banks. 

1769. On the 3d of January, 1769, being in latitude 47 0 17' S. and 
Toefday^. longitude 6i° 29' 45" W. we were all looking out for Pepys’ 

ifland, and for fome time an appearance was feen in the call 
which fo much refembled land, that we bore away for it ; 
and it was mote than two hours and an half before we were 
convinced that it was nothing but what failors call a Fog- 
bank. 

The people now beginning to complain of cold, each of 
them received what is called a Magellanic jacket, and a pair 
of tiowfers. The jacket is made of a thick woollen-fluff, 
called Fearnought , which is provided by the government. We 
faw, from time to time, a great number of penguins, alba- 
tioffes, and flieer waters, feals, whales, and porpoifes : and 
Wcdnef n. on the nth, having paffed Falkland’s lflands, wedifcovcied 
the coaft of Terra del Fuego, at the diflance of about four 
leagues, extending from the W. to S.E. by S. We had here 
five and thirty fathom, the ground foft, fmall flate ftones. 
As we ranged along the fhoie to the S. E. at the diflance of 


two 
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two or three leagues, •we perceived fmoke in feveral places, 
which was made by the natives, probably as a fignal, for 
they did not continue it after we had paffed by. This day 
we difcovered that the fhip had got near a degree of longi- 
tude to the weftward of the log, which, in this latitude, is 
S5 minutes of a degree on the equator: piobably there is a 
fmall current fetting to the weftward, which may be cau fed 
by the wefterly current coming jound Cape Horn, * and 
through the Streight of Lc Maire, and the indraught of the 
Streight of Magellan *. 


i 7 6 9 

January. 


Having continued to range the coaft, on the 14th we en- Situiday i 4 . 
tered the Streight of Lc Maire ; but the tide turning againft si«ght of 
us, drove us out with great violence, and raifed fuch a fea Lc Ma,re * 
off Cape St. Diego, that the waves had exaffly the fame ap- 
pearance as they would have had if they had broke over a 
ledge of rocks } and when the ihip was in this torrent, die 
frequently pitched, fo that the bowsprit was under water. 

About noon, we got under the land between Cape St. Diego 
and Cape St. Vincent, where I intended to have anchored ; 
but finding the ground eveiy where hard and rocky, and 
{hallowing from thirty to twelve fathoms, I fent the Matter 
to examine a little cove which lay at a fmall diftance to the 
eaft ward of Cape St. Vincent. When he returned, he reported, 
that there was anchorage in four fathom, and a good bot- 
tom, clofe to the caftwardof the firft bluff point, on the eaft 
of Cape St. Vincent, at the very entiancc of the cove, to 
which I gave the name of Vincent’s Bay . before this an- 


1 * ’The celebrated navigator who difcovered this Streight was a native of Portugal, 
ard his name, m the language of his country, was Fernanda dcMagalhacm, the Spa- 
niards call* him Jicmemdo MagalbentSy and the French Magellan , which is the ortho- 
graphy that has been generally adopted a Gentleman, the fifth in defeent from this 
great adventurer, is now Jiving in or near London, and communicated the true name 
of his anceftor to Mr. Banks, with a requeft that it might be mferted m this work. 

Vol. II. ' G choiring 
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1769 choring ground, however, lay feveral rocky ledges, that 
> were covered with fca-wccd ; but I was told that theic was 
Sitimiai if. not j c f s t ] Jan eight and nine fathom over all of them. It 
will probably be thought flrangc, that where weeds, which 
giow at the bottom, appear abo\e the furfacc, there fhould 
be this depth of water j but the weeds which glow upon 
rocky giound in tliefe countiics, and which always diftin- 
guifh it from fand and ooze, are of an enoimous lizc. The 
leaves are four foot long, and fomc of the flalks, though not 
thicker than a man’s thumb, above one hundred and twenty r 
Mi. Banks and Ur. Solander examined fomc of them, over 
which we founded and had fourteen fathom, wlijch is eighty- 
four feet } and, as they made a very acute angle with the 
bottom, they were thought to be at leafl one half longer; 
the foot flalks were fwellcd into an air vcITel, and Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander called this plant Fuctis giganteus. Upon the 
icport of the Maflcr, I flood in with the fhip ; but not trufl- 
ing implicitly to his intelligence, I continued to found, and 
found but four fathom upon the firlt ledge that I went over y 
concluding, therefore, that I could not anchor here without 
rifk, I determined to feck fome port in the Streight, where 
I might get on board fuch wood and water as we wanted. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, however, being very defirous 
to go on fhoic, I fent a boat with them and their people, 
WnVic 1 kept paying as near as ponYoie with the hup. 

Having been on fhorc four hours, they returned about 
nine in the evening, with above an hundred different plants 
and flowers, all of them wholly unknown to the botanifls 
of Europe. They found the country about the bay to be in 
general flat, the bottom of it in particular was a plain, co- 
vered with grafs, which might cafily have been made into a 
large quantity of hay i they found alfo abundance of good 
~ * wood 
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wood and water, and fowl in great plenty. Among other 1761). 
things, of which Nature has been liberal in this place, is , 
Winter's bark, IVmUranca aromatica\ which may eafily be Emrday ’+• 
known by its broad leaf, fhaped like the laurel, of a light 
green colour without, and inclining to blue within : the bark 
is eafily ftripped with a bone or a flick, and its virtues arc 
well known : it may be ufed for culinary purpofes as a fpice, 
and is not lefs pleafant than wholefome : here is alfo plenty 
of wild celery and feurvy grafs. The trees are chiefly of 
one kind, a fpccics of the birch, called Btlula antarchca ; the 
item is from thirty to forty feet long, and from two to three 
feet in diameter, fo that in a cafe of ncceflity they might 
pollibly fupply a fltip with top-mafls : they arc a light white 
wood, bear a fmall leaf, and cleave very flraight. Cranberries 
were alfo found here in great plenty, both white and ted. 

The perfons who landed faw none of the inhabitants, but 
fell in with two of their deforced huts, one in a thick wood, 
and the other clofe by the beach. 

Having taken the boat on board, I made fail into the 
Strciglit, and at three in the morning of the tjrth, I anchored Sunday ,j. 
in twelve fathom and an half, upon coral rocks, before a 
fmall cove, which we took for Pot t Maurice, at the diflance 
of about half a mile from the fltore. Two of the natives 
came donn to the beach, expefling us to land ; but this fpot 
afioidcd fo little ihcltct, that I at length detet mined not to 
examine it: I therefore got under fail again about ten 
o’clock, and the favages jetired into the woods. 

At two o’clock, we anchored in the bay of Good Succefs t 
and after dinner I went on ihore, accompanied by Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solandcr, to look for a watering-place, and fpeak to 
the Indians, feveral of whom had come in fight. We landed 
on the flarboatd fide of the bay near fomc rocks, which 
G 3 made 
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i76g. made fmooth water and good landing j thirty or forty of the 
J * B ° ary> - Indians foon made'' their appearance at the end of a Tandy 
beach on the other fide of the bay, but feeing our number, 
which was ten or twelve, they retreated. * Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander then advanced about one hundred yards before 
us, upon which two of the Indians returned, and, having 
advanced Tome paces towards them, fat down j as foon as 
they came up, the Indians rofe, and eacli of them having a 
fmall flick in his hand threw it away, in a direction both 
from diemfelves and the flrangers, which was confidcred as 
the renunciation of weapons in token of peace : they then 
walked brifkly towards their companions, who had halted 
at about fifty yards behind them, and beckoned the Gentle- 
men to follow, which they did. They were leceived with 
many uncouth figns of friendfhip ; and, in return, they diC- 
tiibutcd among them fome beads and ribbons, which had. 
been brought on fhore for that pui pofe, and with which they 
were greatly delighted. A mutual confidence and good-will 
being thus produced, our patties joined ; the converfation, 
fucli as it was, became general ; and three of them accom- 
panied us back to the fhip. When they came on boards one 
of them, whom we took to be a prieft, performed much the 
fame ceremonies which Mr Bougainville deferibes, and fup- 
pofes to be an exorcifm. When he was introduced into a 
new part of the fhip, or when any thing that he had not 
feen before caught his attention, he fhouted with all his 
force for fome minutes, without dire&ing his voice cither 
to us or his companions. 

They eat fome bread and fome beef, bur not apparently 
with much pleafure, though fuch part of what was given 
them as they did not eat they took away with them • but 
they would not fwallow a drop either of wine or fpirits : 
they put the glafs to their lips, but, having rafted the liquor, 

they 
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they returned it, with flrong expreffions of difguft. Curiofity 
feems to be one of the few paflions which diftinguifhmcnffom 
brutes } and of this our guefls appeared to have very little. 
They went from one part of the ftiip to another, and looked 
at the vaft variety of new obje&s that every moment pre- 
fented themfelves, without any expreflion either of wonder 
or pleafure, for the vociferation of our exorcift feemed to be 
neither. 


1769. 

Jannajy, 


After having been on board about two hours, they ex- 
prefled a defire to go aftiore. A boat was immediately or- 
dered, and Mr. Banks thought fit to accompany them he 
landed them in fafety, and conduced them to their compa- 
nions, among whom lie remarked the fame vacant indific- 
lcnce, as in thofe who had been on board; for as on one 
fide there appeared no eagernefs to relate, fo on the othei 
there feemed to be no curiofity to hear, how they had been 
received, or what they had feen. In about half an hour, Mi- 
Banks returned to the Ihip, and the Indians retired from tlia 
fliore. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

An Account of •what happened in afeending a Mountain to 
fear oh for Plants . 

O N the idth, early in the morning, Mr. Banks and Dr. 

Solander, with their attendants and fervants, and two 
Teamen to affifi. in carrying the baggage, accompanied by 
Mr. Monklioufe the Surgeon, and Mr. Green the Aflronomer, 
fet out from the Blip, with a view to penetrate as far as they 
could into the country, and return at night. The hills, when 
viewed at a diftance, feemed to be partly a wood, partly a 
plain, and above them a bare rock. Mr. Banks hoped to get 
through the wood, and made no doubt, but that, beyond it, 
he fhould, in a country which no botanift had ever yet vi- 
fited, find alpine plants which would abundantly compen- 
fate liis labour. They entered the wood at a fmall Tandy 
beach, a little to the weftwaid of the watering-place, and 
continued to afeend the hill, through the pathlcfs wildcr- 
neis, till three o’clock, before they got a near view of the 
places which they intended to vifit. Soon after they reached 
what they had taken, for a plain \ hut, to their gtc.it difap- 
pointment, found it a fwamp, eoteied with low bullies of 
birch, about three feet high, inteiwoven with each other, 
and fo flubbom that they could not be bent out of the way; 
it was tlicicfoie necefiary to lift the leg over them, which 
at every ficp was buried, ancle deep, in the foil. To aggra- 
vate the pain and difficulty of fuch travelling, the wcathci 
which hitherto had been very fine, much like one of our 
blight days in May, became gloomy and cold j with fudden 

blahs 
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blafts of a moft piercing wind, accompanied ■with fnow. 1769. 
They pufhed forward, however, in good fpirits, notwith- , ^ 

{landing their fatigue, hoping the worft of the way was Monday 
pad, and that the bare rock which they had feen from the 
tops of the lower hills was nor moie than a mile befoie 
them; but when they had got about two thuds over this 
woody fwamp, Mr. Buchan, one of Mr. Banks’s draughtmen, 
was unhappily feized with a fit. This made it neceflhry for 
the whole company to halt, and as it was impoffible that he 
fiiould jgo any farther, a fire was kindled, and thofe who 
were mod fatigued were left behind to take care of him. Mr. 

Banks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Green, and Mr. Monkhoufe went on, 
and in a flioit time reached the fummit. As botanifts, their 
expectations were here abundantly gratified; for they found 
a great variety of plan's, which, with refpcCt to the alpine 
plants in Europe, are exactly what thofe plants arc with re- 
fpeCt to fuch as glow in the plain. 

The cold was now become more fevere, and the fnow- 
blafts more fiequcnt; the day alfo was fo far fpent, that ic 
was found impoffible to get back to the fiiip before the next 
morning: to pafs the night upon fuch a mountain, in fuch 
a climate, was not only comfortlefs, but dreadful ; it -was^ 
impoffible however to be avoided, and they were to provide 
for it as well as they could. 

\ 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, while they were improving 
an opportunity which they had, with fo much danger and 
difficulty, procured, by gathering the plants which they 
found upon the mountain, fent Mr. Green and Mr. Monk— 
houfe back to Mr. Buchan and the people that were with 
him, with directions to bring them to a hill, which they 
thought lay in a better rout for returning to tlic wood, and 
which was therefore appointed as a general rendezvous. It 

was 
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1769- was propofed, that from this hill they fhould pufii through 
1 Janu , ar7 '' » t h c f W amp, which fee me d by the new rout not to be more 
Monday 16. jj a ]f a nrile'ovcr, into the fhelter of the wood, and there 
build their wigwam, and make a fire : this, as their way 
Was all down hill, it feemed eafy to accomplifh. Their 
whole company afiembled at the rendezvous, and, though 
pinched with the -cold, were in. health and fpirits, Mr. 
Buchan himfelf having recovered his flrength in a much 
greater degree than could have been expected. It was now 
hear eight o’clock in the evening, but ftill good day-light, 
and they fet forward for the neareft valley, Mr. Banks him- 
felf undertaking to bring up the rear, and fee that no ftrag- 
glcr was left behind: this may peihaps be thought a fuper- 
fluous caution, but it will foon appear to be otherwife. Dr.’ 
Solander, who had more than once eroded the mountains 
which divide Sweden from Norway, well knew that extreme 
cold, efpecially when joined with fatigue, produces a torpor 
and fleepinefs that are almoft irrefiftible : he therefore con- 
jured the company to keep moving, whatever pain it might 
coft them, and whatever Telief they might be promifed by 
an inclination to reft: Whoever fits down, fays he, will deep; 
and whoever fleeps, will wake no more. Thus, at once ad- 
monifhed and alarmed, they fet forward ; but while they were 
ftill upon the naked rock, and before they had got among 
thebu/hes, the cold became fuddenly fointenfe, as to produce 
the cfledte that had been moft dreaded. Dr. Solander himfelf 
was the firft who found the inclination, againft which he 
had warned others, irrefiftible j and infilled upon being fuf- 
fered to lie down. Mr. Banks intreated and remonftrated in 
vain, down he lay upon the ground, though it was covered 
with fnow j and it was with great difficulty that his friend 
kept him from deeping. Richmond alfo, one of tire black 

fervants, 
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fcrvants, began to linger, having fufFered from the cold in the 1769. - 
fame manner as the Do&or. Mr. Banks, Therefore, fent five t J anu y-^ 
■of the company, among whom was Mr. Buchan, forward to y ° nday l6, 
get a fire ready at the firft convenient place they could find ; 

■and liimfelf, with four others, remained with theDoftor and 
Richmond, whom partly by perfuafion and entieaty, and 
partly by force, they brought on but when they had got 
through the greateft part'of the birch and fwamp, they both 
declared they could go no farther. Mr. Banks had recourfc 
again to entreaty and cxpoftulation, but they produced no 
efleft: when Richmond was told, that if he did not goon he 
,would in a fhort time he frozen to death ; he anfwercd, That 
lie defired nothing but to lie down and die: the Docftor did 
•not fo explicitly renounce his life j he faid he was willing to 
go on, but that he mud firft take fomc fieep, though he had 
before told the company that to fleep was to perifti. Mr. 

Banks and the reft found it impoftiblc to carry them, and 
there being no remedy they were both fufFered to fit down, 
being partly Supported by the bullies, and in a few minutes 
they fell into a profound fleep: foon after, fomc of the people 
who had been fent forward returned, with the welcome news 
that a fire was kindled about a quarter of a mile farther on 
tire way. Mr. Banks then endeavoured to wake Dr. Solander 
and happily fucceeded : but, though he had not fiept five 
minutes, he had almoft loft the ufc of his limbs, and the 
mufcles were fo (hrunk that his flioes fell from Ins feet , he 
confented to go foiward with fuch afFiftancc as could be 
given him, but no attempts to relieve poor Richmond weie 
fucccfsful. It being found impofTtblc to make him ftir, after 
fomc time had been loft in the attempt, Mr. Banks left his 
other black fen, ant and a feaman, who feemed to have fuf- 
fered leaft by the cold, to look after him ; promifmg, that as 
foon as two others fliould be fufficiently warmed, they fhould 
Vol. II. H he 
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17S9. be telieved. Mr. Banks, with much difficulty, at length got 
■ ■ the Doftor to the fire ; and foon after fent two of the people 
Moui.y.16. w ] )0 j la[ | p, een refrefhed, in hopes that, with the abidance of 
thofe who had been left behind, they would be able to bring 
Richmond, even though it fhould dill be found impoffible to 
wake him. In about half an hour, however, they had the 
mortification to fee thcfe two men return alone ; they faid, 
that they had been all round the place to which they had 
been direfted, but could neither find Richmond nor thofe 
who had been left with him ; and that though they had 
fhouted many times, no voice had replied. This was mat- 
ter of equal furprife and concern, particularly to Mr. Banks, 
who, while he was wondering how it could happen, miffed 
a bottle of rum, the company's whole flock, which they now 
concluded to be in the knapfack of one of the abfentees. It 
was conjectured, that with this Richmond had been rouzed 
by the two perfons who had been left with him, and thar, 
having perhaps drank too freely of it themfelvcs, they had 
all rambled from the place where they had been left, in 
fcarch of the fire, inllead of waiting for thofe who fhould 
have been their affiflants and guides. Another fall of fnow 
now came on, and continued inceflantly for two hours, fo 
that all hope of feeing them again, at lead alive, were given 
up i but about twelve o'clock, to the great joy of thofe at the 
fire, a fhouting was heard at fomc dillance. Mr. Banks, with 
four more, immediately went out, and found the feaman 
with juft ftrength enough left to flagger along, and call out 
for affiftance : Mr. Banks fent him immediately to the lire 
and, by his direction, proceeded in fearcli of the other two, 
whom he foon after found. Richmond was upon his legs, 
but not able to put one bcfoic the other; his companion was 
lying upon the ground, as infcnfible as a Hone. All hands 


were 
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■were now called from tire fire, and an attempt was made to 1769. 
carry them to it ; but this, notwithflanding the united ef- ■ ■ 

forts of the whole company, was found to be impoffible. l6> 
The night was extremely dark, the fnow was now very deep, 
and, under thefe additional difadvantages, they found it very 
difficult to make way through the buffics and the bog for 
themfelves, all of them getting many falls in the attempt. 

The only alternative was to make a fire upon the fpot ; but 
the fnow which had fallen, and was Hill falling, befides 
what was every moment ffiaken in flakes from the trees, 
rendered it equally impracticable, to kindle one there, and 
to bring any part of that which had been kindled in the 
wood thither: they were, therefore, reduced to the fad neceffity 
of leaving the unhappy wretches to their fate ; having firft 
made them a bed of boughs from the trees, and fpread a 
covering of the fame kind over them to a confiderablc 
height. 

Having now been expofed to the cold and the fnow near 
an hour and an half, fome of the reft began to lofe their fen- 
fibility ; and one Brifcoe, another of Mr. Banks's fervants, 
was fo ill, that it was thought he mull die before he could 
be got to the fire. 

At the fire, however, at length they arrived; and pafled the 
night in. a fioiatinn, which, howevei dreadful in itfelf, was 
■ rendered more afflicting by the remembrance of what was 
paft, and the uncertainty of wliat was to come. Of twelve, 
the number that fet out together in health and fpirits, two 
were fuppofed to be already dead ; a third was fo ill, that it 
was very doubtful whether he would be able to go forward 
in the morning; and a fourth, Mr. Buchan, was in danger 
of a rctuin of his fits, by frclh fatigue after fo uncomfort- 
able anight: they were diftant from the fliip a long day’s 
H a journey. 
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journey, through pathlefs woods, in which it was too pro^ 
bable they might be bewildered till they were overtaken by 
the next night ; and, not having prepared for a journey of 
more than eight or ten hours, they were wholly deftitute of 
pioyifions, except a vulture, which they happened to fhoot 
while they were out,. and which, if equally divided, would 
not afford each of them half a meal j and they knew nor 
how much more they might fuffer from the cold, as the 
fnow ftill continued to fall. A dreadful teftimony of the fe- 
verity of the climate, as it was now the midfl of fummer in' 
this part of the world, the twenty-firit of December being' 
here the longed day ; and every thing might juftly be dreaded' 
from a phenomenon which, in the corrcfponding feafon, isr. 
unknown even in Norway and Lapland. 

When the morning dawned, they faw nothing round thenr, 
as far as the eye could reach; but fnow, which feemed to lie 
as thick upon the trees as upon the ground j and the blads 
returned fo frequently, and with fuch violence, that they 
found it impofiible for them to fet out: how long this might 
laft Jthey knew not, and they had but too much rcafon to- 
apprehend that it would confine them in that defolate foieffc 
till they pcrilhed with hunger and cold. 

After having differed the mifery and tciror of this fixa- 
tion till fix o’clock in the morning, they conceived fome hope 
of deliverance by difeovering the place of the fun through 
the clouds, which were become thinner, and began to break 
away. Their firft care was to fee whether the poor wretches 
whom, they had been obliged to leave among the bufhes were 
yet alive j three of the company were difpatched for that 
purpofe, and very foon afterwards returned with the melan- 
choly news, that they were dead. 


Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding the flattering appearance of the flcy, the *769. 
fnow flill continued to fall fo thick that they could not ven- ■ Ja ! uary * , 
ture out upon their journey to thefliip ; but about 8 o’clock TucftJ * 7 
a fraall tegular breeze fprung up, which, with the prevail- 
ing influence of the fun, at length cleared the air; and they 
foon after, with great joy, faw the fnow fall in large flakes 
from the trees, a certain fign of an approaching thaw : they 
now examined more critically the flate of their invalids ; 

Brifcoe was flill very ill, but faid, that he thought himfelf 
able to walk ; and Mr. Buchan was much better than either 
he or his friends had any reafon to erpetrt. They were now 1 , 
however, prefled by the calls of hunger, to which, after long 
fafting, every confideration of future good or evil immedi- 
ately gives way. Before they fee forward, therefore, it was 
unanimoufly agreed, that they fliould cat their vulture ; the 
bird was accordingly flrinned, and; it being thought heft to 
divide it before it was fit to be eaten, it was cut into ten por- 
tions, and every tnan cooked his own as he thought fir. 

After this repart, which fmnilhed each of them with about 
three mouthfuls, they prepared to fet our ; but it was ten 
o’clock before the fnow was fufficiently gone ofT to render a 
march pradlicable. After a walk of about three hours, they 
were very agreeably furprifed to find themfelves upon the 
beach, and much nearer to the fliip than they had any rca- 
fon to expedh Upon reviewing their track from the vcflel, 
they perceived, that, inftead of afeending the hill in a line, 
fo as to penetrate into the country, they had made almoft a 
circle round ir. When they came on board, they congratu- 
lated each other upon their fafety, with a joy that no man 
can feel who has not been expofed to equal danger; and as 
I had fullered great anxiety at their not returning in the 
evening of the day on which they fet out, I was not wholly 
without my fiiarc. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

The Pajfage through the Streight of Fe Maire, and a 
further Defcription of the Inhabitants of Terra del 
Fuego , and its Productions* 

1769. x8th and 19th, wc were delayed in getting on 

1 board our wood and water by a fwcll : but on the 20th, 

Tharfday :g. the weather being more moderate, we again fent the boat 
rnda^ zo. on {} lore> an{ | Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went in it. They 
landed in the bottom of the bay, and while my people were 
employed in cutting brooms, they purfued their great object, 
the improvement of natural knowlege, with fuccefs, colled' 
ing many Ihells and plants which hitherto have been alto- 
gether unknown : they came on board to dinner, and after- 
wards went again on ihore to vifn an Indian town, which 
fome of the people had reported to He about two miles up 
the country. They found the diflancc not more than by the 
account, and they approached it by what appeared to be the 
common road, yet they were above an hour in getting thi- 
ther, for they weze frequently up to their knees in mud; when 
'wibwa. a. OanJ.b •fc/t.'puyjJrt. ist'Viti 

to meet them, with fuch flare as they could affumc ; when 
they joined them, they began to hollow as they had done on 
board the fhip, without addreffing themfelves either to the 
flrangers or their companions ; and having continued this 
flrange vociferation fome time, they conducted them to the 
town. It was fituated on a dry knoll, or fmall lull, covered 
with wood, none of which feemed to have been cleared away, 
and confided of about twelve or fourteen hovels, of the mod 
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rude and inartificial ’ftru&ure that can be imagined. They 
■were nothing more than a few poles fet tip fo as to incline 
towards each other, and meet at the top, fci ming a kind of 
a cone, like fome of our bee-hives : on the weather fide they 
were covered with a few boughs, and a little grafs ; and on 
the lee fide about one eighth of the circle was left open, both 
for a door and a fire place ; and of this kind were the huts 
that had been feen in Sr. Vincent's bay, in one of which the- 
embers of a fire were dill remaining, furniture they had. 
none ; a little grafs, which lay round the infidcof the hovel, 
ferved both for chairs and beds ; and of all the utenfils which 
ncccfiity and ingenuity have concurred to produce among 
other favage nations, they faw only a bafket to carry in the 
hand, a fatchel to hang at the back, and the bladder of fome- 
bead to hold water, which the natives drink through a hole 
that is made near the top for that purpofe. 

The inhabitants of this town were a fmall tribe, not more 
than fifty in number, of both fexes and of every age. Their 
colour rcfcmbles that of the ruft of iron mixed with oil, and 
they have long black hair: the men arc large, but clumfily 
built > their ftature is from five feet eight to five feet ten y 
the women aie much lefs, few of them being more than five 
feet high. Their whole apparel confifls of the fkin of a 
guanicoe, or feal, which is thrown o\cr their foouldcrs, 
exat^ly in the date in which it came from the animal’s back; 
a piece of the fame ikin, which is drawn over their feet, and 
gathered about the ancles like a purfc, and a fmall flap, 
which is worn by the women as a fucccdaneum for a fig- 
leaf. The men wear their cloak open, the women tie it 
about their waid with a thong. But although they arc con- 
tent to be naked, they arc very ambitious to be fine. Their 
faces were painted in various forms : the region of the eye 
2, was 
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1769. <was in general white, and the reft of the face adorned with 
ti — *-l-j horizontal ftreaks of red and black; yet fcarcely any two 
-were exatftly alike. This decoration fecms to be more pro- 
fufe and elaborate upon paiticular occafions, for the two 
iGentlemen who introduced Mr. Banks and the Do&or into the 
it o wn , were al m o ft covered with ftreaks of black in all directions, 
fo as to make a very ftriking appearance. Both men and 
women woje bracelets of fucli beads as they could make 
themfelves of fmall fhells or bones ; the women both upon 
their wiifts and ancles, the men upon their wrifts only ; but 
to compenfate for the want of bracelets on their legs, they 
wo\e a kind of fillet of brown worfted round their heads. 
They feemed to fct a particular value upon any thing that 
was red, and prefeired beads even to a knife or a hatcher. 

Their language in general is guttural, and they e*prefs 
fome of their words by a found exa&ly like that which we 
jmake to clear the throat when any thing happens to obftrudt 
it; yet they have words which would be deemed foft in the 
better languages of Europe. Mr. Banks learnt what he fup- 
pofes to be their name for beads and water. When they 
wanted beads, inftead of ribbons or other trifles, they faid 
halltca • and when they were taken on fhore from the /hip# 
and by figns afked where water might be found, they made 
the fign of drinking, and pointing as well to the calks as the 
watci ing place, cried Ooda. 

We faw no appearance pf their having any food but ftiell- 
fifli; for though feals were frequently feen near the Ihoie, 
they feemed to have no implements for taking them. The 
fhcU-filh is collc&ed by the women, wbofe bufinefs it feems 
10 be to attend at low water, with a bafket in one hand, a 
ftick, pointed and barbed, in the other, and a fatchel at their 
backs : they Ioofen the limpets, and other flfli that adhere to 
3 the 
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the rocks, with the (lick, and put them into the bafket } 1769. 

. which, when full, they empty into the fatchel. 

> The only things that we found among them in which 
there \yas the Icaft appearance of neatnefs or ingenuity, 
were then* weapons, which confided of a bow and auows. 

The bow was not inelegantly made, and the arrows were 
the ncateft that we had ever fecn: they were of wood, polifhed 
to the high eft degree ; and the point, which was of glafs or 
flint, and barbed, was formed and fitted with wonderful 
dexterity. \Ve faw alfo fomc pieces of glafs and flint among 
them unwrought, befidcs rings, buttons, cloth, and canvafs, 
with other Euiopean commodities ; they mull therefore fome- 
times travel to the northward, for it is many years fincc any 
fhip has been fo far fouth as this part of Terra del Fuego. 

AVe obferved alfo, that they (hewed no furprife at our fire- 
arms, with the ufe of which they appeared to be well ac- 
quainted ; for they made figns to Mr. Banks to fhoot a fcal 
which followed the boat as they were going on fhorc from 
the fliip. 

M. de Bougainville,* who, in January 1768, 'juft one year 
before us, had been on fhorc upon this coaft in latitude 
53‘ , 4o' 41", had, among Other things, given glafs to the people 
whom he found here ; for he fays, that a boy about twelve 
years old took it into his head to eat fome of it : by this un- 
happy accident he died in great mifery ; but the endeavours 
of the good father, the French Aumonicr, were more fucccfs- 
ful than thofe of the Surgeon ; for though the Surgeon could 
not fave his life, the charitable Prieft found means to fteal a 
Chriftian baptifm upon him fo fccietly, that none of his Pa- 
gan relations knew any thing of the matter. Thefe people 
might probably have fome of the very glafs whfch Bougain- 
ville left behind him, either from other natives, or perhaps 

Vol. II. I from 
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3769. from himfelf; for they appeared rather to be a 'travelling 
^.januar). ^ t j lan to i iave any fixed habitation. Their houfes are 
built to (land but for a fhort time ; they have no utenftl or 
furniture but the bafket and fatchel, which have been men- 
tioned before, and which have handles adapted to the cany- 
ing them about, in the hand and upon the back ; the only 
cloathing they had here was fcaxcely iufficient to prevent their 
perifhing with cold in the fummer of this country, much 
lefs in the extreme feverity of winter ; the fhcll-fifh which 
feems to be their only food mud foon be exhaufted at any 
one place ; and we had feen houfes upon what appeared to 
be a deferted flation in St. Vincent's bay. 

It is alfo probable that the place where we found them 
was only a temporary refidence, from their having here no- 
thing like a boat or canoe, of which it can fcarcely be fup- 
pofed that they were wholly deftitute, efpeciallyas they were 
not fea-fick, or particularly affeCted, either in our boat or on 
board the (hip. We conjectured that there might be a ftreight 
or inlet, running from the fea through great part of this 
jfland, from the Streight of Magellan, whence thefe people 
might come, -leaving their canoes where fuch inlet teimi- 
nated. - # 

They did not appear to have among them any govern- 
ment or fuboi dination: none was more refpeCted than ano- 
tliei ; yet they feemed to live together in the utmoft harmony 
and good fellowfhip. Neither did we difeover any appear- 
ance of religion among them, except the noifes which have 
been mentioned, and which we fuppofed to be a fuperflitious 
eeremony, merely becaufe we could refer them to nothing 
clfc- they weie ufed only by one of thofe who came on board 
the fliip, and the two who conduced Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander to the town, whom we therefore conjectured to be 
J pnefls. 



priefts. 'Upon the whole, thefe people appealed to be the 
moft deftitute and forlorn, as well as the moll ftupid of all 
human beings ; the outcafis of NatUie, who fpent their lives 
in wandering about the dieary waftes, where two of our 
people peri(hed with cold in the midft of fummer; with no 
dwelling but a wretched hovel of Hicks and grafs, which 
would not only admit the wind, but the fnow and the rain ; 
almofl: naked? anddeftitute of every convenience that is fui- 
niflied by the rudeft art, having no* implement even to 
drefs their food : yet they were content. They feemed to 
have no wifli for any thing more than they poflefled, nor dul 
any thing that we offered them appear acceptable but beads, 
as an ornamental fuperfluity of life. What bodily pain they 
might fuffer from the feverides of their winter we could not 
know ; but it is certain, that they fuffered nothing from the 
want of the innumerable articles which we confider, not as 
the luxuries and convenicncies only, but the neceffaries of 
life; as their defires are few, they probably enjoy them all; 
and how much they may be gainers by an exemption fiom 
the care, labour and folicitude, which arife from a perpetual 
and unfucccfsful effort to gratify that infinite variety of de- 
fires which the refinements of artificial life have pioduced 
among us, is not very cafy to determine : poffibly this may 
counterbalance all the real difadvantages of their fituation in 
comparifon with ours, and make the feales by which good 
and evil are diftributcd to man, hang even between us. 

In this place wc faw no quadruped except feals, fea-Iions, 
and dogs; of the dogs it is remarkable that they baik, which 
tliofe that arc originally bred in America do not. And this 
is a further pioof, that the people we faw here had, cither 
immediately or lemotely, communicated with the inhabi- 
tants of Europe. Theic are, however, other quadrupeds m 
this part of the country ; for when Mr. Banks was at the top 
, la of 
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1769. of the high eft hill that he afeended in his expedition through 

il r " ary ‘ ? the woods, he faw the footfteps of a large beaft imprinted 
upon the furface of a bog, though he could not with any 
probability guefs of what kind it might be. 

Of land-birds there are but few; Mr. Banks faw none 
laiger than an Englifh blackbird, except fome hawks and a 
vulture; but of water-fowl there is great plenty, particularly 
ducks. Of fi(h we faw fcarce any, and with our hooks could 
catch none that was fit to cat ; but Ihell-fifh, limpets, clams, 
and mufclcs were to he found in abundance. 

Among the infers, which were not numerous, there was 
neither gnat nor mufquito, nor any other fpecies that was 
either hurtful or troublefome, which perhaps is more than 
can be faid of any other uncleared country. During the 
fnow-blafts, which happened every day while we were here, 
they hide themfelves; and the moment it is fair they appear 
again, as nimble and vigorous as the warmeft weather could 
make them. 

Of plants, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander found a vaft va- 
riety ; the far greater part wholly different from any that 
have been hitherto deferibed. Befides the birch, and winter’s 
bark, which have been mentioned already, there is the 
beach, Fagus antarEllcus^ which, as well as the birch, may be 
ufed for timber. The plants cannot be enumerated here j 
but as the feurvy-grafs, Cardamxne antifeot butxca> and the wild 
celeiy, Apmm mtarflicum, probably contain antifcorbutic qua- 
lities, which may be of great benefit to the crews of fuch 
Ihips as ihall hereafter touch at this place, the following 
fliort defeription is inferted : 

' The feurvy-grafs will be found in plenty in damp places 
near fprings of water, and in general in all places that lie 
near the beach, efpecially at the watering-place in the Bay 

of 
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of Good Succefs : when it is young, the Rate of its greateft 
perfection, it lies flat upon the ground, having many leaves 
of a Bright green, (landing in pairs oppofite to each other, 
with a Angle one at the end, which generally makes the fifth 
upon a foot ftalk : ‘ the plant, palling from this Rate, (hoots 
up in Ralks that are fometimes two feet high, at the top of 
which are fmall white blofloms, and thefe are fuccceded by 
long pods : the whole plant greatly refemhles that which in 
England is called Lady’s fmock, or Cuckow-flower. The 
wild celery is very like the celery in our gardens, the flowers 
are white, and (land in the fame manner, in fmall tufts at 
the top of the branches, but the leaves are of a deeper gfeen. 
It giows in great abundance near the beach, and generally 
upon the foil that lies next above the fpring tides. It may 
indeed eafily be known by the tafie, which is between that 
of celery and parfley. We ufed the celery in large quanti- 
ties, particularly in our foup, which, thus medicated, pro- 
duced the fame good efFe&s which Teamen generally derive 
from a vegetable diet, after haying been long confined to fait 
proviiions. 


1769. 

Jinoary. 


On Sunday, the aad of January, about two o’clock in the Sanfcy 
morning, having got our wood and water on board, we failed 
out of the Bay, and continued our courfc through the 


Streight. 


CHAP. 
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' CHAP. VI, 

A general Defeription of 'the S, E. part of 'Terra del Fitego, 
and the Streight of Le Maire ; with fomc Remarks on 
Lord Anfotis Account of them , and DireSlions for the 
Pajfage TPefmard, round this Part of America , into 
the South -Seas, , ' . 

A LMOST all writers .who have mentioned the ifland of 
Terra del Fuego, deferibe it as deftitute of wood, and 
covcrcd'with fnow. In die winter it may poffibly be covered 
with fnow, and thofc who faw it at that feafon might per- 
haps be cafdy deceived, by its appearance, into an opinion 
that it was deftitutc of wood. Lord Anfon was there in the 
beginning of March, whicli anfwers to our September; and 
we were there the beginning of Jammy, which anfwers to 
our July, whicli may account for tile difference of iiis de- 
feription of it fiom outs. We fell in with it about twenty- 
one leagues to the weflward of the Streight of Lc Maire, and 
from the time that we firil faw it, trees were plainly to be 
diilinguifhcd with our glaffes ; and as we came neat er, though 
here and there we difeovered patches of fnow, the fides of 
the hills and the fea-coail appeared to be covered with a 
beautiful verdure. The hills arc lofty, but not mountainous 
though the fummits of them are quite naked. The foil in 
the valleys is rich, and of a confidcrablc depth ; and at the 
foot of almoh every hill thctc is a brook, the water of whicli 
has arcddilh hue, like that whicli runs tluough our tuif 
bogs in England, but it is by no means ill tailed, and upon 
, the 
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the whole proved ’to be the bed that we took in during our 
"voyage. We ranged the coaft to the Straight, and had found- 
ings all the way from 40 to 20 fathom, upon a gravelly and 
fandy bottom. The mofl remarkable land on Terra del 
Tucgo is a hill, in the form of a fugar-loaf, which (lands on 
the weft fide not far fiom the fea ; and the three hills, called 
the* three brothers, about nine miles to the wed ward of Cape 
St. Diego, the low point that forms the north entrance of the 
Sti eight of Le Maire. 


It is faid in the account of Lord Anfon’s voyage, that it is 
difficult to determine exactly where tlie Streight lies, though 
the appearance of Terra del Fuego be well known, without 
knowing alfo the appearance of Staten Land ; and that fome 
navigators have been deceived* by three hills on Staten Land, 
which have been midaken for the three brothers on Terra 
del Fuego, and fo over-fhot the Streight. But no (hip can 
poffibly mifs the Streight that coads Terra del Fuego within 
fight of land, for it will then, of itfelf, be diffidently con- 
fpicuous V and Staten Land, which fotms the ead fide, will be 
dill more manifeftly didinguilhed, for there is no land on 
Teir.i del Fuego like it. The* Streight of Lc Maire can be 
mi (led only by ftanding too far to the eadward, without 
keeping the land of Terra del ruego m fight: if this is done, 
it may be miffed, however accurately the appearance of the 
CO ad of Staten Land may have been exhibited; and if tins** 
not done, it cannot be milled, though the appearance of thac 
coaft be not known. The entiancc of the Streight fhould 
not be attempted but with a fair wind and moderate wea- 
ther, and upon the very beginning of the tide of -Hood, which 
happens here, at the full and change of the nicon, afe-tene 
or two o’clock; it is alfo bed to keep 2 s near to the Terra 
del Fuego fhore as the winds will admit* ?y atrencmg to 
tlicfe particular, a fhip mav be go: mrough the 

Siraigh: 
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1769. Streight in one tide % or, at leaft, to the Southward of Succcfa 
Bay, into which it will be more prudent to put, if the wind 
fhould be foutherly, than to attempt the weathering of Staten 
Land with* a lee wind and a current, which may endanger her 
being dnven on that Bland. 

The Streight itfelf, which is bounded on the weft, by Terra 
del Fucgo, and on the eaft by the weft end of Staten Land, is 
about five leagues long, and as many bioad. The Bay of 
Good Succefs lies about the middle of it, on the Tcira del 
Tuego fide, and is difeovered immediately upon entering the 
Stt eight fiom the northward; and the fouth head of it may 
be diftmguUhed by amaik on the land, that has the appeal- 
ance of a bioad load, leading up from the fea into the coun- 
try: at the entrance it is half a league wide, and tuns m 
weft ward about two miles 'and an half. Time is good an- 
chorage in every part of it, in from ten to feven fathom, 
clear ground ; and it affords plenty of exceeding good wood 
and water. The tides flow in the Bay, at the full and change 
of the moon, about four or five o’clock, and rife about five 
or fix feet perpendicular. But the flood runs two or three 
hours longer in the Streight than in the Bay ; and the ebb, 
or noitherly cuncnt, runs with near double the ftrength of 
the flood. 

In the appearance of Staten Land, we did not difeover the 
wildnefs and hoiror that is aferibed to it in the account of 
Loyd An fan’s voyage. On the north fide are the appearances 
of {bays or harbouis ; and the land, when we faw it, was nei- 
ther deftitute of wood nor verdure, nor covered with fnow. 
The ifland feems to be about twelve leagues in length, and 
five broad. 1 

On the weft fide of the Cape of Good Succefs, which forms 
the S.W. entrance of the Streight, lies Valentine’s Bay, of 

which 

3 



which we only.faw the entrance; from this bay the land 
trends away to. the W. S. W. 'for twenty or thirty leagues ; it 
appears to be high and mountainous, and forms feveral bays 
and inlets. , 

■ At the didance of fourteen leagues from the bay of Good 
Succefs, 1 in the direction of SiWl^W, and between two and 
three leagues from the fhorc, lies New Illand. It is about 
two leagues in length from N. E. to S. W. and terminates to 
the N. E. in a remarkable Hillock.' ! At the didancc of feven 
leagues from New Illand,* in thddire&ion of S.W. lies the 
ifle Evoutf, and a little to the weft of the fouth of this illand 
lie Barnevclt’s two {mall flatiflands, clofe to each other; they 
arc partly furrounded with rocks, which rife to different 
heights above the water, and lie twenty-four leagues from 
the Streight of Lc Maire. . At the didance of three leagues 
from Barnevelt’s iflands, in the dire&ion of S. \V. by S. lies 
the S.E. point of Hermit’s iflands; thefe iflands He S.E. and 
N. W. and are pretty high ; from mod points of view they 
will be taken for one illand, or a part of the main. 

From the S.E. point of Hermit’s iflands to Cape Horn the 
courfe is S.W. byS. didance three leagues. 

The appearance of this Cape and Hermit’s iflands is re- 
prefented in -the chart of this coad, from our lirft making 
land to the Cape, which includes the Streight of Lc Maire, 
and part of Staten Land. In this chart I have laid down no 
land, nor traced out any fhore but what I faw myfelf, and 
thus far it may be depended upon: the bays and in- 
lets, of which we faw only the openings, arc not rracefl ; it 
can, however, fcarcclv be doubted, but that mod, if not all 
of them, afford anchorage, wood and water. , The Dutch 
ftjuadron, commanded by Hermit, certainly put into fome 
of them in the j ear *1624 ; and it was Chapcnham, the Vice 
, Vol. U. K Admiral 
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t 7 6g. Admiral of this fquadron, who firft difcovered that the lane! 

, Jaru " y> , of Cape Horn confifted of a number of jflands. The account, 
however, which thofe who failed in Hermit's fleet have 
given of thefe parts is extremely defective ; and thofe of 
Schouton and Le Maire are flill worfe- it is therefore no 
wonder that the charts hitherto publifhed ihould be erro-> 
neous, not only in laying down the land, but in the latitude 
and longitude of the places they contain. I will, however, 
venture to affert, that the longitude of few parts of the world 
is better afcfcrtaincd than that of the Streighc of Le Maiie, 
andiCape Horn, in the chart now offered to the public, as 
it was laid down by feveral obfervations of the fun and moon, 
that were made both by myfelf and Mr. Green. 

The vaiiation of the compafs on this coaft I found to be 
from 23 0 to 25 0 E„ except near BarneveltViflarids'and Cape 
Horn, where we found it lefs, and unfettled j probably it is 
tUfturbcd here by the land, as Hermit's fqUadion, m this 
very place found all their compafles differ from each other. 
The decimation of the dipping-needle, when fet up on fhoie 
in Succcfs Bay,' was , 68 t> 15' below the horizon. 

Between Streight Le Maiie and 'Cape Horn, we found a 
current fcrting, generally very ftrong, to the N E. when we 
were in with the fliore ; but loft it when we were at the dif- 
tancc of fifteen 01 twenty leagues. 

Thurfday 26 On ’ cIle s6th of January, we took our departure fi om Cape 

Horn, which lies in latitude S 5 ° S 3 ' S. longitude 68° 13' \V. 
The fartheft foutliern latitude that we made was 6o° 10', 
our longitude was then 74 0 30'W. j and we found the va- 
1 lation of the compafs, by the mean of eighteen azimuths, to 
be 27 0 g' E. As the weather was frequently calm, Mr. Banks 
went out in a fmall boat to fhoot birds, among which were 
fome albatroffes and flieenvaters. The albatroiles weie ob- 

ferved 
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let vcd to be. larger than tliofe which had been taken north- 1769 
ward of the Straight ; one of them mcaiured ten feet two . 
inches fiom the tip of one wing to that of the other, when 
they were catcnded . the fheerwater, on- the conttaty, is Iefs, 
and darker coloured on the back. The albatrofles we thin- 
ned, and having foaked them in fait water till the morning, 
we parboiled them, then throwing away the liquor, dewed 
them in a very little frcfli water till they were tender,, 
and had them ferved up with favoury faucc; thus drefled, the, 
difh was uniyerfally commended, and we cat of it very hear-, 
tily even when there was jrefh pork upon the table. ,, 

From a variety of obfervations which were made with- 
great care, it appeared probable in the liighcft degree, that; 
from the time of our leaving the land to the 13th of I'cbru- tv rII!rf . 
■ary, when we were in latitude 49' 35', and longitude ga° 37, ‘J- 

we had no current to the weft. 

At this time we had advanced about 12' to the wcflward, 
and 3 and 4 to the northward of the Streight of Magellan : 
having been juft three and thirty days in coming round the 
land of Terra del Fuego, or Cape Horn, from the cad en- 
trance of the Streight to this dotation. And though the 
doubling of Cape Horn is fo much dreaded, that, in the ge- 
neral opinion, it is more eligible to pads through the Streight 
of Magellan, we were not once brought under our clofc 
reef’d topfails after we left the Streight of Lc Maire. The 
Dolphin in her lad voyage, which file performed at the 'fame 
fcafon of the year with ours, was three months in getting 
through the Streight of Magellan, eaciuftve of the time that 
fhe lay in Port Famine-; and I am perfuaded, from the winds 
•WC had, that if we had come by that paflagc, we fhould not 
at this time have been in thcfe-fcas ; that our people would 
have been fatigued, and our anchors, cables, fails and rig- 
K 2 gtng 
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i^6g, ging much damaged; neither of which inconveniencies \vc 
had now fuffeied. But fuppofing it more eligible to go 
round the Cape, than through the Streight of Magellan ; it' 
may Hill be queftioned, whether it is better to go through 
the Streight of Le Maire, or {land to the eaftward, and go 
round Staten Land. The advice given in the Account of 
Lord Anfon’s voyage is, “ That all {hips bound to the South 
“ Seas, inftead of paffing through the Streight of Le Maire, ’ 
" fhould conflantly pafs to the eaftward of Staten Land, and 
*« fhould be invariably bent on running to the fouthward as' 
« far as the latitude of 61 or 62 degrees, before they endea- 
“ vour to ftand to the weftward.” But, in my opinion, dif- 
ferent circumftances may at one time render it eligible to 
pafs through the Streight, and to keep to the eaftwaid of 
Staten Land at another. If the land is fallen in with to the 
weftward of the Streight, and the wind is favourable for- 
going through, I think it would ‘be very injudicious to lofe 
time by going round Staten Land, as I am confident that, by 
attending to the dire&ions which I have given, the Streight 
may be palled with the utmoft fafety and convenience : but 
if, on the contrary, the land is fallen in with to the eaftward 
of the Streight, and the wind fhould prove tempeftuous or 
unfavourable, I think it would be beft to go round Staten* 
Land. But I cannot in any cafe concur in recommending 
the running into the latitude of 6 \ or before any endea- 
vour is made to ftand to the weftward. We found neither 
the current nor the florins which the running fo far to the 
fouthward is fuppofed neceflary to avoid ; and indeed, as the 
winds almoft conflantly blow from that quarter, it is fcarcely- 
pofiible to purfue the advice. The navigator has no choice 
but to ftand to the fouthward, clofe upon a wind, and by 
keeping upon that tack, he will not only make fouthing* 
but welling ; and, if the wind varies towards the north of 
2 the 
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the -weft, his welling will he confiderable. It will, indeed, 
be highly proper to make Cure of a welling fufficient to 
double all the lands, before an attempt is made to Band to 
the northward, and to this every man’s own prudence will 
of neceflity diredl him. • ' > 

We now began to have ilrong gales and heavy feas, with 
irregular intervals of calm and fine weather. 


6 § 
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CHAP. VII. 

lie Sequel of the Pajfage from Cape Horn to the newly 
difcovered If and: in the South Sea:, with a Defcription, 
of their Figure and Appearance-, feme Account of the 
Inhabitant:, and feveral Incidents that happened during 
the Courfe, and at the Ship's Arrival among them. 

O N the ifl of March, we were in latitude 38° 44' S. and w 
longitude 110° 33' W. both by obfervation and by the 
log. This agreement, after a run of 66 o leagues, was 
thought to be very extraordinary ; and is a demonfiration, 
that after we left die land of Cape Horn we had no current 
that affefted the Ihip. It renders it alfo highly probable, that 
we had been near no land of any confiderable extent ; for 
currents are always found when land is not remote, and 
fometimes, particularly on the eafi fide of the continent in 
the North Sea, when land has been diilant 100 leagues. 

Many birds, as ufual, were confiantly about the Ihip, lo 
that Mr. Banks killed no lefs than 6z in one day; and what 
is more remarkable, he caught two forell Hies, both of them 
of the fame fpecies, but difierent from any that have hither- 
to 



7 ° 


LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 



Wednef 8. 
Friday t\. 


Saturday 25. 


to been defcnbed ; tliefe probably belonged to the bhds, and 
carae with them from the land, which wc judged to be at a 
great diftance. Mr. hanks alfo, about this time, found a 
large cuttle-fifh, which had juft been killed by the birds, 
floating in a mangled condition upori the water* it was very 
different from the cuttle-fiflics that aic found in the Euio. 
peanfeas; for its arms, mficad of- fuckcis, wcic furniflicd 
with a double row of veiy iliarp talons, which rcfembled 
thofc of a cat, and, like them, were letia&.iblc into a fheath 
of fkin, from which they might be tin uft at plcafure. Of 
this cuttle-fifh we made one of the beft foups wc had ever 
tafted. 

The albatrofles now began to leave us, and after the 8th 
there was not one to be feen. We continued our courfc 
without any memorable event till the 24th, when fome of 
the people who were upon the watch in the night, reported 
that they faw a log of wood pafs by the fhip ; and that the 
fea, which was rather rough, became fuddenly as fmooth as 
a mill-pond. It was a general opinion, that tliprc was land 
to windward* but I did not think myfelf at liberty to feaich 
for what I was not fure to find ; though I judged we were 
not far from the iflands that were difeovered by Quiros in 
1606. Our latitude was 22 0 xi'S. and lpngitude 127 0 55' W. 

On the 25th, about noon, one of the marines, a young 
fellow about twenty, was placed^ as centry at the cabbin 
door ; while he was upon this duty, one of my fervants was 
at the fame place preparing to cut a piece of feal-fkin into 
tobacco-pouches he had promifed one to fevcral of the men, 
but had refufed one to this young fellow, though he had afked 
him fcvcial times , upon which he jocularly threatened to fteal 
one, if it fhould be in his power. It happened that the fer- 
vant being called haftily away, gave the fkin in charge to 

the 
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the cetmnel, without regarding what had paffed between 1765. 
them. The centinel immediately fecured a piece of the flrin, ■ Ma . rch > 
which the other miffing at his return, grew angry ; but aftei? Sa,urj3) ' 2; * 
fome altercation, contented himfelf with taking it away, de- 
claiing, that, for fo trifling an affair, he would not complain 
of him to the officers. But it happened that one of his fellow 
foldicrs, over-hearing the difpute, came to the knowlcge of? 
what had happened, and told it to the reft j who, taking it 
into then heads to ftand up for the honour of their corps, 
reproached the offender with great 1 bit temefs, and reviled 
him in the moft opprobrious terms ; they exaggerated* his 
offence into a crime of the deepeft die ; they faid it was a 
theft by a centry when he was upon duty, and of a thing 
that had been committed to his truft; they declared it a dif- 
grace to aflociate with him j and the Serjeant, in particular, 
faid that, if the perfon from whom the lkin had been ftolen 
would not complain, he would complain himfelf j for that 
his honour would fuffer if the orfcndci was not punched.. 

From the feoffs and reproaches of thefc men of honour, the 
poor young fellow retired to his hammock in an agony of 
confufton and fhamc. The Scijeant foon after went to him, 
and ordered him to follow him to the deck : lie obeyed with- 
out reply ; but it being in the dufle of the evening, he flip- 
ped from the Serjeant and went forward : he was feen by 
fome of the people, who thought he was gone to the head ; 
but a fearch being made for him afterwards, it was" found 
that lie had thrown himfelf overboard ; and I was then flift 
made acquainted with the theft and its circumftances. 

The lofs of this man was the more regretted as he was 
icmarkably quiet and induftrious, and as the very aftion 
that put an end to his life was a proof of an ingenuous, 
mind j for to futh only difgracc is infupportable. 


On 
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>769. On Tuefday the 4th of April, about ten o’clock in the 
t.*?.- 1, morning, Mr. Banks’s fervant, Peter Brifcoe, difeovered land, 
** bearing fouth, at the diftancc of about three or four leagues. 
Wand. j immediately hauled up for it, and found it to be an ifland 
of an oval form, with a lagoon in the middle, which occu- 
pied much the larger part of it ; the border of land which 
rircumfcribes the lagoon is in many places very low and 
narrow, particularly on the fouth fide, where it confifts 
principally of a beach or reef of rocks : it lias the fame ap- 
pearance alfo in three places on the north fide j fo that, the 
firm land being disjoined, the whole looks like many iflands 
covered with wood. On the weft end of the ifland is a large 
tree, or clump of trees, that in appearance refembles a tower j 
and about tlie middle are two cocoa-nut tiecs, which rife 
above all the reft, and, as we came near to the ifland, 
appeared like a flag. We approached it on the north fide, 
and though we came within a mile, we found no bottom 
with 130 fathom of line, nor did there appear to be any 
anchoiage about it. The whole is covered with trees of 
different verdure, but we could diftinguifh none, even with 
our glafles, except cocoa-nuts and palm-nuts. We faw 
feveral of the natives upon the fhore, and counted four and 
twenty. They appeared to be tall, and to have heads ie- 
maikably large j perhaps they had fomething wound round 
them which we could not diftinguifh ; they were of a copper 
colour, and had long black hair. Eleven of them walked 
along the beach abreaft of the fliip, with poles or pikes in 
theii hands which reached twice as high as themfelves : 
while they walked on the beach they feemed to be naked ; 
but foon after they retired, which they did as foon as the 
fhip had paffed the ifland, they covered themfelves with 
fomething that made them appear of a light colour. Their 
habitations "were under fome clumps of palm-nut trees, 

which 
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Which at a diflance appeared like high ground j and to us, wh ' 
who for a long time had feen nothing but water and fky, — 
except the dreary hills of Terra del I'uego, thefc groves Tacfil> 
Teemed a tcrrcftrial paradife. To this fpot, which lies in 
latitude, iB° 4/' S. and longitude 139° 28' W. «\vc gave the 
name of Lagoon Island. The variation of the needle hcie 
is 2 0 54' E. 

About one o’clock we made fail to the weftward, and about Th-omb- 
half an hour after three we faw land again to the N. W. We Cap ‘ 
got up with it at funfet, and it proved to be a low woody 
ifland, of a circular form, and not much above a mile in 
compafs. We difeovered no inhabitants, nor could we diftin- 
guifh any cocoa-nut trees, though we were within half a mile 
of the Ihore. The land, however, was covered with verdure 
of many hues. It lies in latitude 18 0 35' S. and longitude 
1 39 0 48' W. and is diftant from Lagoon Eland, in the direc- 
tion of N.62 W. about feven leagues. We called it Thrumb- 
CAr. I difeovered, by the appearance of the Ihore, that at 
this place it was low-water j and I had obferved at Lagoon 
Ifland, that it was either high-water, or that the fea neither 
ebbed nor flowed: I infer, theieforc, that a S. byE. or S. 
moon makes high-water. 

We went on with a line tiade-wind and pleafant weather, w e Jnef 9. 
and on the yth, about three in the afternoon, we difcovcicd Cowi aa 
land to the weftward. It proved to be a low ifland, of much 
greater extent than either of thofe that we had feen before, 
being about ten or twelve leagues in compafs. Several of 
us remained at the maft-liead the whole evening, admiring 
its extraordinary figure: it was lhaped exactly like a bow, 
the arch and cord of which were land, and the fpacc between 
them water; the cord was a flat beach, without any figns of 
vegetation, having nothing upon it but heaps of fea weed, 

Vol.IL L • v> hich 
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* 1769. which lay in different ridges, as higher or lower tideS had 
A? '/ ] left them. It appeared tocher about three or four leagues 
Vedsef 5. j on g^ an( j not more than two hundied' yards wide ; but as a 
horizontal plain is always feen in peifpettive, and greatly 
fore-fliortcned, it is certainly much wider, than it appeared 
the horns, or extremities of the bow, were tuolaigc tufts 
of cocoa nut trees; and much the gieatcr pait of the arch 
was covered with trees of different height, figure and hue ; 
in fome part6, however, it was-naked and low like the cord: 
fomcof us thought they difeovered openings through the cord, 
into the pool, or lake, that was included between that and the 
bow; but whether there wcie or wcic not fucli openings is un- 
certain. We. failed abieaft of the low beach, 01 bow-filing,, 
within lefs than a league of the flioie, till funfet, and we 
then judged ourfelvcs to be about half way between the two 
horns: here we biouglit to, and founded, but found no bot- 
tom with one hundred and thirty fathom ; and, as it is datk 
almoft inftantly after funfet in tliefc latitudes, wc fuddenly 
" lofi fight of the land, and making fail again, before the line 
was well hauled in, we fieered by theibund of the breakers,, 
which were diftin&ly, heard till Wc got clear of the coafi. 

AVe knew this ifland to be inhabited, by fmokc which wc 
faw in different parts of it, and wc gave it the name of Bow 
Island. Mr, Goic, my Second Lieutenant, faid, after we 
hail failed by the ifland, that he had feen Fcveral of the na- 
tives, under the fu ft clump of trees, fiom the deck ; that he 
had diftinguifhcd their houfes, and feen fcveral canoes battled 
up under the fitadc ; hut in this licwas more fortunate than 
any other peifon on board. The caft end of this ifland, 
which from its figure wc called the Bow, lies in latitude 
18 0 23' S. and longitude 141 0 12' W. wc obferved the varia- 
tion of the compafs to he 5 0 38' E. 


On 
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On. the next day, Thuifday.the Cth, about noon, we faw 17C9. 
land again to the weft ward, and came up with it about three. , Apftl, _ f 
It appeared to be two iflands, or rather ‘groups of iflands, tmgSip*. 
extending from N. W. by N. to S. E. by S. about nine leagues. 

Of thefe, the two largcft were feparated from each other by 
a channel' of about half a mile broad,, and were feverally 
furrounded by fmallcr iflands, to which they wcie joined by 
reefs that lay under water. 

Tliefe iflands were long narrow ftiips of land, ranging in 
all directions, fome of them ten miles or upwards in length, 
but none more than a quarter of a mile broad, and upon all 
of them there were trees of various hinds, particularly the 
cocoa-nut. The fourh-caftermoft of them lies in the latitude 
'of 18 0 12' S. ‘and longitude 142° 42 W. and at thediftanceof 
twenty-five leagues, in the direction of ,W. 4 N., from the 
weft end of Bow Ifland. We 'ranged along the S. W. fide of 
this ifland, and hauled into a bay which lies to the N. W. of 
the , fouthermoft point of the Group, where there 'was a 
fmooth fea, and’ the appearance of anchorage, without much 
furf on the fhore. We founded, but we found no bottom 
with one hundred fathom, at the diftance of no more than 
three quarters of a mile from the beach, and I did not think 
it prudent to go nearer. * , 

While this was doing, feveral of the inhabitants aflembled 
upon the fhore, and fome came out in their canoes as far as 
the reefs, but would not pafs them : when we faw this, we 
ranged, with an cafy fail, along the fhore; but juft as we . 

were pafling the end of the ifland, fix men, who had for 
fome time kept abreaft of the fhip, fuddenly launched two 
.canoes \Vith great quicknefs and dexterity, and three of 
them getting into each, they put ofF, as we imagined with 
a defign to come on board us; the fhip was therefore brought 
' La- to, 
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1969. to, but they, like their fellows, flopped at the reef ; we did 
. Ar -’ . not however immediately make fail, as we obferved two 
■nudity 6. me (p cn g ers difpatched to them from the other canoes, which 
were of a much larger fize : we perceived- that thefe mef- 
fengers made great expedition, wading and fwimming along 
the reef ; at length they met, and the men on board the ca- 
noes making no difpofltions to pafs the reef, after having 
received the meflhge, we judged that they had refolved to 
come no fat then after waiting, therefore, fome little time 
longer, we flood olF ; but when we were got about two or 
three miles from the fliore, we perceived fome of the natives 
following us in a canoe with a fail ; we did not, however, 
think it worth while to wait for her, and though fhe had 
palled the reef, flie foon after gave over the chace. 

According to the belt judgment that we could form of the 
people when we were neareft the lhorc, they were about our 
flze, and well-made. They were of a brown complexion, 
and appeared to be naked ; their hair, which was black, was 
■confined by a fillet that went round the head, and flnek out 
behind like a buih. The greater part of them carried in 
their hands two weapons ; one of them was a flender pole, 
from ten to fourteen feet long, on one end -of which was a 
• fmall knob, not unlike the point of .a fpear; the other was 
about four feet long, and lhaped "like a paddle, and tiafJiMv 
might be fo. for fome of their canoes were very fmall : thofe 
which we faw them launch feemed not intended to carry 
more than the three men that got into them : we faw others 
that had on board fix or feven men, and one of them hoifted 
a fail v. hich did not feem to reach more than fix feet above the 
gunwale of the boat, and which, upon the falling of a flight 
fliower, was taken down and converted into an awning or 
tilt. The canoe which followed us to fca hoifted a fail not 
J unlike 
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unlike an Englifh lug-fail, and almoft as lofty a9 an Englifli 1765. 
boat of the fame fize would have carried. . Aptl1, 

The people, who kept abreaft of the Blip on the beach, y 
made many fignals 5 but whether they were intended to 
frighten us away, or invite us on ihore, it is not cafy to de- 
termine : we returned them by waving our hats and fliout- 
ing, and they teplied by Running again. We did not put 
their difpofition to the teft, by attempting to land j becaufe, 
as ,the ifland was inconfiderable, and as we wanted nothing 
that it could afford, we thought it imprudent as well as 
cruel to rifk a conteft, in which the natives mu ft have fuf- • 
fered by our fuperiority, merely to gratify an idle curiofity ; 
jefpecially as we expedled foon to fall in with the ifland where 
we had been directed to make our aftronomical obfervation, 

.the inhabitants of which would probably admit us without 
oppofition, as they were already acquainted with our ftrength» 
and might ,alfo procure us a ready and peaceable reception 
among the neighbouring people, if we fhould defire it. 

To thefe iflands we gave the name of The Groui>s. 

<On the 7th, about half an hour after fix in the morning, Friday 7. 
-being juft at day-break, we difcovered another ifland to the Btrd 1^3a^d, 
northward, which we judged to be about four miles in cir- 
cumference. The land lay very low, and there was a piece 
q€ water in the middle of it^ there feemedl to be fome wood 
upon it, and it looked green and pleafant ; but we faw nei- 
ther cocoa trees nor inhabitants: it abounded however with 
birds, and we therefore gave it the name of Bird-Island. 

It lies in latitude 17 0 48' S. and longitude 143 0 3 j'W. at 
the diftance of ten leagues, in the diretftion W. 4 - N. from the 
weft end of the Groups. The variation here was 6 ° 32' E. 

On the 8th, about two o’clock in the afternoon, we faw Saturday s. 
.land to the northward, and about funfet came abreaft of it, ctmnIflaatL 

at 



73 

* 7 ^- , 

*• /Vj ni. 

v. — J 

S-’trda) 3. 


t 


Me’iiay jo. 


LIEUTENANT CDOK’s VOYAGE 

at about the diftance of two leagues. It appeared to be a 
double range of low woody illands joined together by iecfs» 
fo as to form one ifland, in the form of an ellipfis or oval, 
with a lake in the middle of it. The fmali iftands and reefs 
that circumfcribc the lake liavc the appearance of a chain) 
and wc therefore gave’ it the name of Chain Island. Its 
length feemed to be about live leagues, in the dircdlion of 
N.W. and S.E. and its breadth about five miles. The trees 
upon it appeared to he large, and wc faw fmokc rifing in dif- 
ferent pans of it from among them, a certain fign that it 
was inhabited. The middle of it lies in latitude 17° 33' S. 
and longitude 145 0 54 W. and is diftant from Bird Ifland 
forty-five lcagues'in the direction of W. by N. The variation 
here was, by fcvcral azimuths, found to be 4 0 54' E. * 

On the 10th, having had a tcmpcIUious night with thunder 
Andxain, the weather was hazy till about nine o’clock in the 
morning, when it cleared up, and we faw the ifland to which 
Captain Wallis, who firft difeovered it, gave the name of 
Ofnnbuvgh Ifland, called by the natives Maitea, bearing 
'N.W. by W. diftant about five leagues. It is a high round 
ifland, not above a league in circuit ; in feme parts it is co- 
vered with trees, and in others a naked rock. In this direc- 
tion it looked like a high crown’d hat ; but when it bears 
Kt&ih, v&p of vl Vra to dat TippearaTiec: of'AVic too? of 
'a hout'c. Wc made its latitude to be 17** 48' S. its longitude 
1 48" Jo' W. and its diftance from Chain Ifland 44 leagues, in 
ihc dit cflion of W. by 5 . 
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C HA P. VIII.. 

Tire Arrival of the Endeavour at Otaheite , called by Captain 
Wallis, King George the Ill's IJland. Rules ejlabhjhed 
for Traffic with the Natives , and an Account of feveral 
Incidents which happened in a Vift to Tcotahah cndl 
Toubourai Tatnaida, two * Chiefs . 

A BOUT one o'clock, on Monday the xoth of April, fonre 1?6 ; 

of the people who weie looking out for the ifland to ^prE 
which we weie bound, fa id they faw land ahead, in that Monday lo . 
,part of the horizon whcio it was expected' to appear; but it 
was fo faint that, whether there was land in fight or not, re- 
mained a matter of difpute till funfet. The next momin£, Tuefday u. 
however, at fix o'clock, k wc were convinced that thofe who 
laid they had difeovered ljxncl, weie not mifiaken ; it appeared 
to be veiy high and mountainous, extending from W. by S* 
l S. to W. by N. 4- l N. and wc knew it to Be the fame that 
Captain Wallis had called King George the Ill.’s Ifland. Wc 
weie delayed in our approach to it by light airs and calms, 
fo that in the morning of the rath wc were but little neaier Wcdncf u 
than we had been the night befoic , but about feven a breeze 
fprung up, and before eleven feveral canoes were feen mak- 
’ Ing towards the fhip : there wciebut few of them, howevei, 
that would come near ; and the people in thofe that did, 
could not be pei funded to come onboard. In ei cry canoe 
theie weie )Oung plantains, and branches- of a tree which 
the Indians call h'Mdho , thefe, as wc aftei wards learnt, were 
brought as tokens of peace and amity, and the people in one 
of the canoes handed them up the lhip’s fide, making fignals 
4 at 
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CHAP. VJII. 

The An ival of the Endeavour at Otaheite , called by Captain 
Walks , King George the Ill's IJland. Rules ejlabhjhed 
for Traffic with the Natives , and an Account of fevcral 
Incidents which happened in a Vifit to Tcotahah andi 
Toulourai Tamaida , two Chiefs . 

A BOUT one o'clock, on Monday the joth of .April, Ibnrc x g 
of the people who were looking out for the ifland to April, 
which we weic bound, faid they faw land ahead, in that Monda y to. 
part of the horizon whete it waff cxpe&cd'to appear, but it 
was fo faint that, whether there was land in light or not, re- 
mained a matter of difputc till funfet. The next morning, Toefilay ll# 
however, at fix o’clock, we were convinced that thofc who 
laid they had difeovered land, weic not miflaken , it appeared 
to be veiy high and mountainous, extending from \V. by S' 

.JS. to W. by N. y'U. and we knew it to lie the fame that 
Captain Wallis had called King George the IU.’s Ifland. We 
were delayed in our approach to it by light airs and calms, 
fo that in the morning of the rath we were but little nearer \\ e( j nef l2 
O.vxo. we. had been, the mg|it before ; but about fevea a breeze 
\ fprung up, and before eleven fevcral canoes were feen mak- 
ing towaids the fliip : there weic but few of them, howcvei , 
that would come near ; and the people in thofc that did, 
roufd not he pcifuadctl to come onboard, hi every canoe 
there weie }oung plantains, and branches- of a tree which 
the Indians call h'M’Jho, thefe, as we aftci wards learnt, were 
Brought as tokens of peace and amitj , and the people in one 
of the canoes handed them up the flup’s fide, making flgnals 
4 at' 
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Thurfday 13. 


at the fame time with .great earneflnefs, which we did not 
immediately underfland j at length we guefled that they 
wiftied thefe fymbols fhould be placed in fome confpicuous 
pait of the fhip; we, therefore, immediately fluck them 
among the rigging, at which they exprefled the greateft fa- 
tisfa&ion. We then .purchafed their cargoes, confiding of 
cocoa-nuts, and various kinds of fruit, which after our long 
voyage were very acceptable. 

We flood on with an eafy fail all night, with foundings 
from 22 fathom to 12, and about feven o’clock in the morn- 
ing we came to an anchor in 13 fathom, in Port-royal bay, 
called by the natives Matavat. We were immediately fur- 
rounded by the natives in their canoes, who gave us cocoa- 
nuts, fruit refembling apples, bread-fruit, and fome fmali 
flfhes, in exchange for beads and other trifles. They had 
with them a pig, which they would not part with for any 
thing but a hatchet, and therefore we refufed to purchafe 
it ; becaufe, if we gave them a hatchet for a pig now, we 
knew they would never afterwards fell one' for lefs, and wc 
could not afford to buy as many as it was probable we fhould 
want at that price. The bread-fruit grows on a tree that is 
about the fize of a middling oak : its leaves arc frequently a 
foot and an half long, of an oblong fhape, deeply finuated 
like thofe of the fig-tree, which they refemble in confiflence 
and colour, and in the exuding of a white milky juice upon, 
being broken. The fruit is about the fize and fhape of a 
child’s head, and the furface is icticulated not much unlike 
a truffle: it is coveicd with a thin fkin, and has a core about 
as big as the handle of a fmali knife : the eatable part lies 
between the fkin and the .core; it is as white as fnow, and 
fomewhat of the confidence of new biead : it mull be roafted 
before it is eaten, being iiifl divided into thiee or four paitsj 

its 
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' its tide is infipid, with a flight fweetnefs fomewhat rcfcm- 17% 
bling that of the crumb of wheaten-bread mixed with a Je- ' - P - , » 
rufalem artichoke. Th«fiayij, 

Among others who came ofF to the fliip was an elderly 
man, whofe name, as we learnt afterwaids, was Owhaw, and 
who was immediately known to Mr. Gore, and feveral others 
who had been here with Captain Wallis ; as I was informed 
that lie had been "very' ufeful to them, I took him on boa id 
the fliip with forae others, and was particularly attentive to 
giatify him, as I hoped he might alfo be ufeful to us. 

As our flay here was not likely to be very fliort, and as it 
was neceflary that the merchandife which we had brought 
ibr traffic with die natives fliould not diminish in its value, 
which it would certainly have done, if every' perfon had been 
left at liberty to give what lie pleafed foi luch things as he 
fliould purchafe', at the fame time that confufion and quar- 
rels rauft necefiarily have arifen from there being no flandard 
at market: I drew up the following rules, and ordered that 
they fliould be punctually obferved. 

Rules to be obferved by every perfon in or belonging to his Majefy's 
Bari the Endeavour , for the better efabhflnng a regular and uni- 
form tiade for provifion , 6’<r. with the inhabitants of George* s 
Jjland . 

** I. To endeavour, by every fair means, to cultivate a 
« friendfhip with the natives; and to treat them with all 
“ imaginable humanity. 

« H, A proper perfon, or perfons, will be appointed to 
« trade with the natives for all manner of pioviflons, fruit, 

1 1 and other productions of the earth ; and no officer or fea- 
** man, or other perfon belonging to the fliip, excepting fuch 
« as are fo appointed, ihall trade or offei to trade for any fort 
. Vol. II. M " of 
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1769. “ of provifion, fruit, or other produ&ions of the earth, unlefs* 

“ they have leave fo‘to do. 

•rfcaifdayijj „ jj^ £ ver y perfon employed on (bore, on any duty what- 
« foever y is (Iri&ly to attend to the fame j and if by any ne- 
« gleft he lofeth any of his arms, or working tools, or fuffers- 
«- them, to be (tolen, the full value thereof will be charged’ 

“ againfl: his pay, according*tO'the cuftom. of the navy ini 
“ fuch cafes, and he (hall receive: fudi farther puniflimenr 
« as the nature of the ofFence may deferve. 

M IV. The fame penalty will be infli&cd oh every'perfbm 
Ki who is* found to* embezzle, trade, or offer to ? trade, with* 
u any part of the (hip’s (lores of what nature foever. 

“ V. No fort of iron, or any thing that is made of iron, or ' 
M any fort of cloth, or other ufeful or neceffary articles, arc 
“ t9 be given in exchange for any thing but provifion: 

“ J. Cook." 

As foon as the (hip l was properly fecuredj I went on, (bore: 
with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, a party of men under* 
arms, and our friend Owhaw. We were received from the: 
boat by fome hundreds of the inhabitants, whofe looks at 
lead gave its welcome, though they were (truck with fuch) 
awe, that the firfbwho approached us crouched- fo low that* 
lie almoft crept upon his hands and<knees. It is remarkable 
that he, like the people in thecanoes, prerented to us the' 
fame fymbol of peace that is known to have been in ufe* 
among the ancient and mighty nations of the northern he- 
mifphere, the green branch of a tree. We received it. with: 
looks and geflurcs oFkmdnefs and fatisfattion ; and obferv- 
ing that each of them held one in his hand, we immediately- 
gathered every one a bought and carried it inour hands in: 
the fame manner. 
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They marched with us about half a mile towards the place 
“Where the Dolphin had watered, conduced by Owhaw; they 
-then made a full flop, and having laid the ground bare, by 
‘Clearing away all the plants that grew upon it, the principal 
perfons among them threw their green branches upon the 
naked fpot, and made figns that we fliould do the fame j we 
immediately flrowed our readinefs to comply, and to give a 
greater folemnity to* the rite, the marines were drawn up, 
and marching in order, each dropped his bough upon thofc 
■of the Indians, and wc followed their example. We then 
proceeded, and when we came to the watering-place it was 
intimated to us by figns, that we might occupy that ground, 
but it happened not to be fit for our purpofe. During our 
walk they had fiiakcn off'their firlb 'timid fenfe of our fupc- 
riority, and were become familiars they went with us from 
the wateringplace andjook a circuit through die woods: 
as we went along, wc diftributed beads and other ftnall prc~ 
fents among them, and had the fatisfattion to fee that they 
were much gratified. Our circuit was not lefs than four, or 
five miles, through -groves of trees, which were loaded with 
cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit, and .afforded the moft grateful 
lhade. Under thefe trees were the habitations of the, people, 
moll of them being only a roof without walls, and the whole 
feene realized the poetical -fables of Arcadia. Wc remarked 
however, -not without fomc regret, that in all outwalk wc 
had feen only two hogs, and not afingle fowl. Thofc pf our 
company who hadhecndiere with the Dolphin told, us, rliat 
none of the people whom we had yet fcenAyerc-of the firfi: 
•clafs ; thcyfufpc&ed that the chiefs had removed, and nppn 
carrying us to the .place where what they called the Queen’s 
palace had Rood, ave found that no traces. of it were left. We * 
•determined* there fore toTCtum in the morning, -and endea- 
vour to find* out. the JVcMr^Hn their retreats. 
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1769. In the morning, however, before we could leave the fliip, 
; feveral canoes came about us, molt of them from the weft- 
14. wal{ ^ ant j two 0 £ t | lcm -weie filled with people, who by their 
drefs and deportment appeared to be of a fuperior rank : two 
of thefe came on board, and each fingled out his friend; 
one of them, whofe name we found to be Mat ah ah, fixed 
\ipon Mr. Banks, and the other upon me : this ceremony 
confided in taking off great part of their clothes and putting 
them upon us. In return for this, ,we prefented each of 
them with a hatchet and fome beads. Soon after they made 
figns for us to go with them to the places where they lived, 
pointing to the S.W. •, and as I was defirous of finding a more 
commodious harbour, and making farther trial of the dif- 
pofition of the people, I'confented. 

I ordered out two boats, and with Mr. Banks and Dr. So* 
lander, the other gentlemen, and our two Indian friends, 
we embarked for our expedition. After rowing about a 
league, they made figns that we ihould go on Ihore, and 
gave us to underfland that this was the place of their refi- 
dence. We accordingly landed, among feveral hundreds oT 
the natives, who conduced us into a houfe of much greater 
length than any we had feem When we entered, we faw a 
middle-aged man, whofe name we afterwards difeovered to 
beTooTAHAH , mats were immediately fpread, and we were 
defired to fit down over againft him. Soon after we were 
fcated, he ordered a cock and hen to be brought out, which 
he prefented to Mr. Banks and me ; we accepted the prefent, 
and m a fliort time each of us received a piece of cloth, per- 
fumed after their manner, by no means difagreeably, which, 
they took gieat pains to make us remark. The piece pre- 
fented to Mr. Banks was eleven yards long and two wide; in 
return for which, he gave a laced filk neckcloth, which he 
happened to have on, and a linen pocket handkerchiefs 

J Tootahah 
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Toot ah ah immediately dreffed himfelf in this new finery, 
with an air of perfect complacency and fatisfa&ion. But it 
is now time that I fhould take fome notice of the ladies. 

Soon after the inteichanging of our prefents with Toota- 
hah, they attended us to fever'al large houfes, in which we 
walked about with great freedom : they fliewed us all the 
civility of which, in our fituation, we could accept j and, on 
their part, feemed to have no fcruple that would have pre- 
vented its being carried J farther. The lyjufes, which as I 
have f obferved before, ate all open, except aioof, afforded 
no place bf retirement j but the ladies, by frequently point- 
ing to the mats upon the ground, and fometimes feating 
themfelves and drawing us >down upon them, left us no 
room to doubt of their being much lefs jealous of obferva- 
tion than we were. 

We now took leave of our friendly Chief, and dire (Red 
our courfe' along the fhore ; when we had walked about a 
mile, we met, at the head of a great number of people, ano- 
ther Chief, whofe name was Tubourai Tamaide, with 
whom we were alfo to ratify a treaty of peace, with the ce- 
remony of which we were now become better acquainted. 4 
Having received the branch which he prefented to us, and 
given another in return, we laid our hands upon our left 
breafts, and pronounced the word Taio, which wc fuppofed 
to fignify fiiend j. the Chief then gave us .to underfland, that 
if we chofe to cat, he had vidluals leady for us. We accepted. 
hiS offer, and dined very heartily upon fifh, bread-fruit* 
cocoa-nuts and plantains, drefled after their manner ; they 
eat fome of their fifh raw, and raw fifh was offered to us* 
but we declined that part of the entertainment. t 

During this vifit a wife of our noble hofl, whofe name 
was Tom io,. did Mr. Banks the honour to place herfelf upon 

the 
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1769. the fame matt, clofe by him. Tomb -was not in xlie firft 
. Ar -' > bloom of her youth, nor did Ihe appear to have been ever 
*+. . remar j ca { ) ] e f or her beauty : he did not therefore, ~I believe, 
pay her the raoft flattering attention : it happened too, as a 
farther mortification to this lady, that feeing a very, pretty 
girl among the crowd, he, not adverting to the dignity of 
Jus companion, beckoned her to come to him-: the girl, after 
fome entreaty, complied, and fat down on the other fide of 
him *, he loaded her with beads, and every fhowy trifle that 
would pleafe her? his Princefs, though flie was fomevvhat 
mortified at the preference that was given to her rival, did 
not difeontinue her civilities, but ftili affiduoufly fupplied 
him with the milk, of the cocoa-nut, and fuch other dainties 
as were in her reach. This feene might poffibly have be- 
come more curious and interefting, if it had not been fud- 
-denly interrupted by an interlude of a more ferious kind. 
Jdft at this ' time, Dr. Solander and Air. Monkhoufe com- 
plained that their pockets httd'bedn’* picked. Dr. Solander 
had ldft 'an opera glafs in a fhagiebn cafe, imd ’.Mr. Monk- 
Jbufe his fnufiT-box. This incident unforriinatelyput an end 
•to 'the good-liumour of the company. Complaint of the in- 
jury was "made "to the Chief ; and, -to give it -freight, Mr. 
J 3 ariks ftarted up, and haftily ftruck'the'but end of his firc- 
Jdckupbn the ‘ground: this hdtbn, and the noife’tliat ac- 
companied it, (truck the vihok aflembly with a panic, and 
revbry’ohe of {lie' natives' ran out of the houfe frith the ut- 
fnbft precipitation, except the Cliihf, thrbe wdrhen,-and’tWQ 
' rOr three others, ‘who appeared by their drefs to'be of a fupe- 
iiorrank. 

The Chief, with a mixture of confufion and concern, took 
‘Mr, Banks by the hand, and led him to a large quantity of 
.cloth, which lay at the other ehd bf’tlie houf^ this ‘he of- 
A feed 
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fercd to liim piece by piece, intimating by Ggns, that if that 1765. 
■would atone for the wrong which, had been done, he might 
take any part of it, or, if he pleafed, the whole. Mr. Banks ”‘ 
put it by, and gave him to underitand, that he wanted no- 
thing but what had been difhoneftly taken-away. Toubou- 
rai Tamaide then wenrhaflily out, leaving Mr. Banks with, 
his wife Tomio, who during the whole fccnc of terror and 
confufion bad kept conftantly at his fide, and intimating his 
defire that he fhould wait there till his return. Rlr. Banks 
accordingly fat down, and' converted with her, as well'as he' 
could by ftgns, about half an hour. The chief then came' 
back with the fnuff-box and the cafe of the opera glafs in’ 
bis hand, and, with a joy in his countenance that was painted 
with a llrength of cxpieffion which diflinguifhesthefe people' 
from all others, delivered them to the owners. The cafe of 
rite opera glafs, however, upon being opened, was found to' 
be empty ; upon this difeovery, his countenance changed in 
a moments and catching Mr. Banks again by the hand, he 
ruQied out of the houfc, without uttering any found, and', 
led him along the fhore, walking with great rapidity, when 
they had got about a mile from the houfc, a woman met 
him and gave him a piece of cloth, which he halhly took 
from her, and continued to prefs forward with- it in hiss 
hand. Dr. Solander and Mr. Monkhoufc had followed them, 
and they came at length to a houfc where they were received, 
by a woman, to whom he gave the cloth, and intimated to 
the gentlemen that they fhould give her Tome beads, They 
immediately complied; and the beads and cloth being depo- 
fitedupon the floor, the woman went out, and in about half 
an hour returned with the opera glafs, esprefling the fame 
joy upon" the occafion that had before been eiprefli-d by the 
Chief, The heads weie now returned, with an inflexible 

rcfolution 
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176?. refolution not to accept them; and the cloth was, with 
1 A 1 ^L.> with the fame pertinacity, forced upon Dr. Solander, as a 
Fai * r * 4 " recompence for the injury that ’had been done him. He 
could not avoid accepting the cloth, but infilled in his turn, 
upon giving a new prefent of beads to the woman. It will 
not perhaps be eafy to account for all the fteps that were 
taken in the recovery of this glafs and fnuff-box ; but this 
cannot be thought llrange, conlidenng that the feene of 
afhon was among a people whofe language, policy and con- 
nexions are even' now but imperfectly known ; upon the 
whole, however, they fliow an intelligence and influence 
which would do honour to any fyftem of government, how- 
ever regular and improved, In the evening, about fix o’clock, 
we returned to the fliip. 


CHAP. 



) 


ROUND THE WORLD, 


% 


, CHAP.- ]X. 

I , , 

A Place fixed upon fox an Obfervatory and Pori: an Px- 
curfiofi into the TVoods^ a?id its Confequwces. *The Port 
ercEled : a Ft fit 'from fever al Chtefs on board and at the , 
Potty with forne Account of the Mafic of the Natives , 
and tbi Manner in which they difpofe of their Dead. 


a 


cth, 


A Chiefs whom we had feen the day before came on •> Apnl _ f 
board, and brought with them, hogs, bread-fiuir, and other Salnrdajr * s * 
refrefhments, for which we gave them hatchets and linen, 
and fuch things as feemed to be moft acceptable. 

> As in my excurfion to the weftward, I had not found any 
more convenient harbour than that in which we lay, I de- . 
termined to go on fliorc and fix upon fome fpot, commanded 
by the fhip’s guns, where I might throw up a fmalbfort for 
our defence, and prepare for making our afhononncal ob-* 
fervation. f 

^therefore took a party of men, and landed without delay, 
accompanied by Mr. Banks, Di. So/ander, and the atfrono- 
mer, Mr. Gieen. We foon fixed upon a part of the fandy 
beach, on the N. E. point of the bay, which was in every 
refpeft convenient for our purpofe, and not near any habi- 
tation of the natives. Having marked out the giound that 
we intended to occupy, a fmall tent belonging to Mi. Banks 
was fet up, which had been brought on fhoie for that pur- 
pofe: by this time a great number of the people had ga- 
thered about us j but, as it appeared, only to look on, there 
Vol. IL N not 
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not being a finglC weapon of any kind among them. I in- 
timated, however, that none of them were to come within 
the line I had drawn, except one who appeared to be a chief, 
and Owhaw. To thefe two perfons I addrelTed myfclf by 
figns, and endeavoured to make them underftand, that we 
wanted the ground which we had marked out to deep upon 
for a certain number of nights, and that then we fhould go 
away. Whether I was underftood I canhot certainly deter- 
mine ; but the people behaved with a deference and rcfpcdl: 
that at once plcafed and furprifed us : they fat down peaceably 
without the circle, and looked on, without giving us any inter- 
ruption, till w'e had done, which was upwards of two hours. 
As we had feen no poultry, and but two hogs, in our walk, 
when we were laft on fhoie at this place, we fufpc<fled that, 
upon our arrival, they had been driven farther up the coun- 
try; and the rather, as Owhaw was very importunate with 
us, by figns, not to go into the woods, which, however, and 
partly for thefe rcafons, we were determined to do. Having 
therefore appointed the thirteen marines &nd a petty officer 
to guard the tent, we fet out, and a great number of the na- 
tives joined our party. As we were croffing a little river that 
lay in our way wc faw fomc ducks, and Mr. Banks, as foon 
as he had got over, fired at them, and happened to kill three 
at one fhot : this flruck them with the utmofl terror, fo that 
moft of them fell fuddenly to the ground, as if they alfo had 
been fhot at the fame difeharge r it was not long, however, 
‘"before they recovered from their fright, and we continued 
our rout j but we had not gone far before we were alarmed 
by the report of two pieces, which were fired by the guard at 
the tent. Wc had then (haggled a little diftance fiom each 
other, but Owhaw immediately called us together, and by 
waving his hand, fent away every Indian who followed us 
except three, each of whom, as a pledge of peace on their 

part, 
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part, and an entreaty that there might be peace on ours, 1769. 
haftily broke a branch from the tiees, and came to us with . Afri], _ f 
it in their hands. As we had too much reafon to fear that SltDr(,a,r *f- 
fome mifcliief had happened, we hafled back to the tent, 
which was not diftant above half a mile, and when we came 
up, we found it entirely deferted, except by out own people. 

It appeared, that one of the Indians who remained about 
the tent after we left it, had watched his opportunity, and, 
taking the centry unawares, had fnatched away his mufquer. 

Upon this, the petty officer,* a midflnpman, who commanded 
the party, perhaps from a fudden fear of farther violence, 
perhaps from the natural petulance of power newly acquired, 
and perhaps from a brutality in his nature, ordered the ma- 
rines to fire : the men, with as little confideration or huma- 
nity as the officer, immediately difeharged their pieces among 
the thickeft of the flying crowd, conflfting of more than a 
hundred ; and obferving that the thief did not fall, purfued 
him, and fliot him dead. Wc afterwards learnt, that none of 
the others were either killed or wounded. 

Owhaw, who had never left us, obferving that wc were 
now totally deferted, got together a few of tliofe who had 
fled, though not without fome difficulty, and ranged them 
about us • we endeavoured to juflify our people as well as 
we could, and to convince the Indians that if they did no 
wrong to us, we fliould do no wrong to them : they went" 
away without any appearance of diflruft or refentment , and 
having flruck our tent, we returned to the flup, but by no 
means fatisfied with the tranfadhons of tlie day. 

Upon queftioning our people more particularly, whofe 
conduct they foon percehcd wc could not appiove, they al- 
leged that the centinel whofe mufquet was taken away, 
was violently affimhed and thrown down, and that apufh 
N 2 was 
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i 7 6 9 . tvas afterwards made at him by the man who took the muf- 
, jp ^ j q ue t, befoie any command was given to fiie. It was alfa 
Saturday 15 f u gg e fted, that Owhaw had fufpicions,*at leaft, if not cer- 
tain knowlege, that fomething would be attempted againft 
our people at the tent, which made him fo very earned in 
his endeavours to prevent our leaving it; others imputed his 
impoimmty to his defire that we fhould confine ouilelvcs to 
the beach : and it was remarked that neither Owhaw, nor 
the Chiefs who remained with us after he had fent the red 
of the people away, would have inferred the breach of peace 
from the firing at the tent, if they had had no 1 cafon to 
fufpeft that fome injury had been ofitred by their coun~ 
trymen ; cfpecially as Mi. Banks had juft fired at the ducks i 
and yet that they did infci a breach of peace fiom that inci- 
dent, as was manifeft from their waving their hands for the 
people to difpcrfe, and inftandy pulling green branches from, 
thb trees. But what were the real circumftances of this un- 
happy affair, and whether either ,and which of thefe conjec- 
tures were true, can never certainly be known. 

Sunday The next morning but few of the natives weie feen upon 
the beach, and not one of them came off to the Ihip. This 
convmcedus that our endeavours to quiet their apprehcnfions 
had not been effectual, and we remaikcd with particular 
regret, that we were defcited even by Owhaw, who had hi- 
therto been fo conftant in Ins attachment, and fo active in 
lcnewing the peace that had been biokcn. 

Appearances being thus unfavourable, I warped the Blip 
nearer to the fliorc, and moored her m fuch a manner as to 
command all the N. E. part of the bay, particularly the place 
which 1 had maiked out for the building a fort. In the even- 
ing, however, I uent on fhore with only a boat’s crew, and 
fomc of the Gentlemen : the natives gatlictcd about us, but 
1 * not 
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.not in the fame number as before ; there were I belie v6 be- 1769. 

4 tween thirty and forty, and they tiafficked with us for cocoa- ■ Af t nl, _ r 
nuts and other fruit, to all appeaiancc as friendly as ever. 

On the 17th, eaily in the morning, we had the misfortune Mon% '7»- 
to lofe Mr. Buchan, the perfon whom Mr. Banks had bi ought 
out as a painter of landfcapes and figures. He was a fober, 
diligent, and ingenious young man, and greatly regretted 
by Mr. Banks ; who hoped) by his means, to have gratified 
Iiis friends in England with leprefentations of this country 
and its“ inhabitants, which no other peifon on board could 
delineate with the fame accuracy and elegance. He had al- - 
ways been fubjeft to epileptic fits, one of which feized him 
on the mountains of Terra del Tuego, and this diforder being 
aggravated by a. bilious complaint which he contracted on* 
board thejhip, at length put an end to his life. It was at 
firft propofed to bury him on fhorc, but Mr. Banks thinking 
that it might perhaps give offence to the natives, with whofe 
cuftoms we were then wholly unacquainted, wc committed 
his body to the fea, with as much decency and folemnity as 
our ciicumftanccs and fituation would, admit. 

'In the forenoon of this day wc received a vifit fiom Tu-* 
bourai Tamaide and Toorahali, our Chiefs, from the Weft: 
they bi ought with them, as emblems^of peace,* not branches 
of plantain, but two young trees, and would not venture on 
board till thefe had 'been received, having piobably been 
alarmed by the mischief which had been done at the tent.’ 

Each of them alfo bi ought, as propitiatory gifts, fomc bread- ” 
fruit, and a hog ready drefled: this was a moft acceptable' 
prefent, as we perceived that hogs were not always to be got;; 
and m return we gave to each of our noble bcnefaflors a 
hatchet and a nail. In the evening wc went on fhoie and 
fet up a tent, in which Mr. Green and myfelf fpent the. night,. 
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1769. in older to obferve an eclipfe of the firft fatellite of Jupiter } 
but the weather becoming cloudy, wc were difappointed. 

W<3ayi8. On the 1 8th, at day-break, 1 went on fhore, with as many 
people as could poflibly be fparcd from the fHip, and began 
to ere<ft our fort. While fome were employed in throwing 
up intrenchments, others were bufy in cutting pickets and 
fafcines, which the natives, who foon gathered round us as 
they had been ufed to do, were fo far from hindering, that 
many of them voluntarily a Hided us, bringing the pickets 
and fafcines from the wood whcie they had been cut, with 
great alaciity: we had indeed been fo fcrupulous of in- 
^ ading their property, that we purcliafed every flake which 
was ufed upon this occafion, and cut down no tree till we 
had fiift obtained their confent. The foil where we con- 
flnnfled our fort was fandy, and this made it nece/Tary to 
flrengtlien the intrenchments with wood ; three fidcs were 
to be fortified in this manner-, the fourth was bounded by a 
'river, upon the banks of which I propofed to place a proper 
rmmbci of watcr-cafks. This day We ferved poik to the 
fhip’s company for the firft time, and the Indians brought 
down fo much bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, that we found it 
neccflary to fend away part of them unbought, and to ac- 
quaint them, by figns, that we fhould want no more for two 
days to come. Every thing was purchafed thjsday with beads; 
Tifmgitheafi, as big us a pea, being the purchalc of five or fix 
cocoa-nuts, and as many of the bread-fruit. Mr. Banks's 
" tent was got up before night within the works, and he flept 
on fhore for the firft time. Proper ccntries were placed 
round ie, but no Indian attempted to approach it the whole 
night. 

v/ednef. ig. The next morning, our friend Tubourai Tamaide made 
Mr.J 3 anks a vifit at the tent, and brought with him not 
1 ' only 
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only his “wife and family, but the roof of a houfe, and *7$9- 
feveral materials for fetting it up, with furniture and im- 
plements of various kinds, intending, as we underflood him, Wc4Bet ,9 ‘ 
to take up his refidence in our neighbourhood*, this inftance 
of his confidence and good-will gave us great pleafure, and 
we determined to ftrengtlien his attachment to us by every 
means in our power. Soon after his arrival, he took Mr. 

Banks by the hand, and leading him out of the line, figni- 
fied that he fhould accompany him into the woods. Mr. * 

Banks readily confentcd, and having walked with him about 
a quarter of a mile, they arrived at a kind of awning which 
he had already fet up, and which fcerned to be his occafional 
habitation. Here he unfolded a bundle of his country 
cloth, and taking out two garments, one of red cloth, and 
the other of very neat matting, he clothed Mr. Banks in 
them, and without any other ceremony, immediately con- 
ducted him back to the tent. His attendants fopn after 
brought him fome pork and bread-fruit, which he cat, dip- 
ping his meat into fait water inflead of faucc. after his meal 
he retired to Mr. Banks’s* bed, and flcpt about an hoar. In 
the afternoon, his wife Tomio brought to the tent a young 
man about two and twenty years of age, of a very comely 
appearance, whom they both feemed to acknowledge as 
their fon, though wc afterwards difeovered that he was not 
fo. In the evening, this young man and another Chief, who 
had alfo paid us a vifit, went away to the well ward, but 
Tubourai Tamaide and his wife returned to the awning in 
the fkirts of the wood. 

Our Surgeon, Mr. Monkhoufe, having walked out this 
evening, repotted, that he had feen the body of the man 
who had been fliot at the tents, which he faid was wrapped 
in cloth, and placed on a kind of bier, fuppozted by flakes, 
under a loof that feemed to have been fet up for the pur- 
4 pofet 
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1769 pofc: that near it weie depofitcd tome inftruments of War, 
■_' A(inl , and 'other things, which he 'would partioilarly hav'c ex- 1 
WtJncf. , 9 , amincd but for tlle flench of the body, which was into- 
lerable. Hefaitl, that he faw alfo'two more flieds of the 
fame kind, in one of which were the bones of a human ' 
body that had lain till they were quite dry. We difcovered’" 
aftei wards, that this wis the way in winch they tifually dtf- 
pofed of their dead. __ 

A kind of market now began to be kept juft without the - 
lines, and was plentifully fupplied with every thing hut 
pork. Tubourai Tamaide was our conftant gueft, imitat- 
ing our manners, even to the tiling of a knife and fork, ‘ 
•which he did vciy handily. . , 

As my cuiioftty was excited by Mr. Monkhoufe’s account 
of the fttuation of the man. who had been flint, I took an' op- 
portunity, to go with fome otheis to fee it. I found the fhed 
under which, his body lay, clofe by the lioufe in which he 
refided when he was alive, fomc others being not more than 
ten yaids diftant ; it was about 15 feet long, and n broad? 
and of a proportionable height: one end was 1 wholly, open, 
and the other 'end, and the two Tides, weic partly enclofed 
with a kind of wicker work. The bier on which the corp£ 
was depofitedj was a frame of wood like that in which the 
feabeds, called cotts, are placed, with a matted bottom, and. 
fupported by four polls, at the height of about five feet fiom 
the ground. The body was covered firft with a matt, and 
then with white cloth j by the fide of it lay a wooden mace, 
one of their weapons of War, and near the head of it, which 
lay next to the clofe end of the fhed, lay two cocoa nut-fhells, 
fuch as arc fome tunes ufed to cairy water in, at the other 
end a bunch of green leaves, with fome diied, twigs, all 
tied together, weie ftuck in the ground, by which lay a flone J 
t about 
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about as big as a cocoa-nut: near thefc lay one of the young 17C9. 
plantain trees, which are ufed for emblems of peace, and » 
clofe by it a flone ax. At the open end of the filed alfo hung, Wedref * 19 
in feveral firings, a great number of palm-nuts, and with- 
out the filed, was fiuck upright in the ground, the flcra of a 
plantain. tree about five feet high, upon the top of which 
was placed a cocoa nut-fliell full of frefii watei : againfi the 
fide of one of the ports hung a fmall bag, containing a few 
pieces of bread-fruit ready roafted, which were not all put in 
at the fame time, for fome of them were frefh, and othets 
fiale. I took notice that feveral of the natives obfened us 
with a mixture of folicitude and jealoufy in then counte- 
nances, and by their geftures exprefied uneafinefs when we 
went near the body, Handing themfelves at a little diftanefc 
while we were making our examination, and appearing to 
be pleafed when we came away. 

Our refidcnce -on ftiore would by no means have been dif- 
agreeable if we had not been* incellantly tormented by the 
flies, which, among other mifehief, made italmoft impofiiblc 
for Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. Banks’s natural liirtory painter, to 
work ; for they not only covered his fubjetf: fo as that no 
part of its furface could be feen, but even eat the colour 
off the paper as faft as he could lay it on. We had re- 
ccujvfo 10 mufquito nets and fly-traps, which, though they 
made the inconvenience tolerable, were very far from re- 
moving it. 

On the 22d, Toot ah ah gave us afpecimen of the mufic Saturday?*, 
of this country ; four perfons performed upon flutes which 
had only two flops, and therefore could not found moi e than 
four notes, by half tones : they were founded like our Ger- 
man flutes, except that the performer, inftcad of applying it 
Voi~ II. G t0 



9 8 


LIEUTENANT COOK’s VOYAGE 


1769. to his mouth,* blew into it with one noftril, while he flopped 

«-— F — < the other with his thumb; to thefe inflrumcnts four other 

Saturday 52. p er f ons f U ng, and kept very good time ; but only one tunc 
was played during the whole concert. 

Several of the natives biouglit us axes, which they had 
received from on board the Dolphin, to grind and lepair ; 
but among others, there was one which became the fubje< 5 l 
of much fpeculation, as it appeared to be French: after 
much enquiry, we learnt that a fhip had been here be- 
tween our arrival and the departure of the Dolphin, which 
we then conje&ured to have been a Spaniard, but now 
know to have been the Boudeufe, commanded by M. Bou- 
gainville. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

An Excurjhn to the Eafward , aji Account of feveral 
‘ Incidents that happened both on board arid on Jhore , and 
of the firfl Interview with Oberea , the Perfon who , 
the Dolphin was * here , mw fuppofed to be Queen of the 
If and) with a Defcription of the Fort . 

O N the 24th, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander examined the . 1769. 

country for feveral miles along the fhorc to the call- ' 

ward : for about two miles it was flat and* fertile ; after that Monday 
.the hills flretched quite to the water’s edge, and a little far- 
ther ran out into the fca, fa that they wcie obliged to climb 
over them. Thcfe hills, which were barren, continued for 
about three miles moie, and then terminated in a large plain, 
which was full of good houfes, and people who appeared to 
live in great affluence. In this place there was a river, much 
more confide rable than that at our fort, which iffued from a 
deep and beautiful valley, and, where our travellers eroded 
it, though at fomc diftance from the fca, was near one hun- 
dred yards wide. About a mile beyond this river the country 
became again barren, the rocks every where projefting into 
the fca, for which rcafon they rcfolved to return. Juft as 
they had formed this refolution, one of the natives offered 
them rcfrefhment, which they accepted. They found this 
man to be of a kind that has been defer ibed by various au- 
thors, as mixed with many nations, but diflinct from them 
all. His flcin was of a dead white, without the leaf! appear- 
ance of what is called complexion, though fomc paits of his 
O 2 body 
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body" were in a fmall degree lefs white than others : his hair* 
eye-brows, and beard were as white as his 1km ; his eyes 
appealed as if they were bloodfhot, and he feemed to be very 
Ihort-fightecL 

At their return they were met by Tubourai Tamaide, and 
his women, who, at feeing them, felt a joy which not being 
able to exprefs, they burft into tears, and wept fome timer 
before their paffion could be reftrained. 


This evening Dr. Solan cfer Tent his knife to one of thefe* 
Toefdiy *5. women, who negle&ed to return it, and the next morning 
Mr. Banks's alfo was miffing; upon this occafion I mull bear 
•my teftimony, that the people of this country, of all ranks,, 
men and women, are the erranteft thieves upon the face of 
the earth : the very day after we arrived here, when they 
came on board us, the chiefs were employed in dealing', 
what they could in the cabbin, und their dependants were 
no lefs induftrious in other parts of the lhip ; they fnatcljed 
up every thing that it was poffible for them to fecrete till- 
they got on Jhore, even to the glafs ports, two of which 
they carried off undetected. Tubourai Tamaide was the only 
one except Tootahah who had not been found guilty, and- 
the prefumption, arifing from- this- circumftance, that he 
was exempt from a vice, of which the whole nation be- 
fides were guilty, cannbt be fuppofed to outweigh ftrong ap* * 
pearanecs to the contrary. Mr. Banks therefore, though not 
without fome reluctance, accufcd him of having flolen his* 
knife : he folcmnly and fteadily denied that he knew any 
thing of it ; upon which Mr. Banks made him underhand,, 
that whoever had taken it, he was determined to have it re- 
turned : upon this refolute declaration, one of the natives 
who was prefent, produced a rag in which three knives were 
* very carefully tied up. One was that which' Dr. Solandcr 

had 
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Lad lent to the woman, another was a table knife belonging 1769. 

to me, and the owner of the third was not known. With ■ ApriI, _. 
thefe the chief immediately fet out,* in order to make refti- T#eH * !t 
tution of them to their owners at the tents. Mr. Banks re- 
mained with the women, who exprefled great apprehenfions 
that fome mifehief was defigned againft their lord. When 
he came to the tents he reftored one of the knives to Dr. So- 
lander and another to me, the third not being owned, and 
then began to fearch for Mr. Banks's in all the places where 
he had ever feen it. After fome time, one of Mr. Banks’s 
fervants, undcrftanding'what he was about, immediately 
fetched his mafter’s knife, which it feems he had laid by the 
day before, and tilinowknew nothing of its having been miflecL 
Tubourai Tamaide, upon this demon ft rat ion of his inno- 
cence, expreffed the flrongeft emotions “of mind, both in his 
looks and gefturesj the teais ftarted from his eyes, and he 
made figns, with the knife, that, if he was ever guilty of 
fuch an afiion as had been imputed to- him, he would fub- 
mit to have his throat cut. He then ruflied out of the lines, 
and returned haftily to Mr. Banks, with a countenance that 
feverely reproached him with llis fufpicions. Mr. Banks 
foon underftood that the knife had been received from his 
fervant, and was fcarcely lefs affe&ed at what had happened 
than the Chief j he felt himfelf to be cite guilty perfon, and 
was very defirous to atone for his fault. The poor Indian, 
however violent his paffions, was a ftrangcr to fullen refent- 
ment; and upon Mr. Banks’s fpending a little time fami- 
liarly with him, and making him a few trifling picfcnts, 
he forgot the wrong that had been done-him, and was per- 
fectly reconciled. 

Upon this occafion it may be obferved, thar thefe people 
have a knowlege of right and wrong from the mere dictates 
of natural confciencc , and involuntarily condemn them- 
A fcl\ cs 
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1769. {elves when they do that to others, which they would con- 
. . > demn others for doing" to them.- That Tubourai Tamaide 

Ta«fday 25. f orce D f m0 ial obligation,’ is certain ; for the imputa- 

tion of an adtion which he confidered as indifferent, would 
not, when it appeared to be gioiindlefs, have moved him 
with fuch cxcefs of paffion. We mufl indeed eflimatc the 
viituc of thefe people, by the only flandard of morality, the 
conformity of their conduct to what in their opinion is right*, 
but wc mud not haftily conclude that theft is a teflimony of 
the fame depravity in them that it is in us, in the inftances 
in which our people were fufferers’by their difhonefty ; for 
their temptation was fuch, as to furmount would be confi- 
dered as a proof of uncommon integrity among thofc who 
have more knowlege, better principles, and fhonger motives 
to refill the temptations of illicit advantage.: an Indian 
among penny knives, and beads, or eVen nails and broken 
glafs, is in the fame date of tiial with the meaneft fervant 
*• in Euiope among unlocked coffers of jewels and gold. 

w<dBef.26. On the 26th, I mounted fix fwivel-guns upon the foit, 
which I was forry to fee dr.uck the natives with dread . fome 
fifhermen who lived upon the point removed farther off, and 
Owhaw told us, by figns, that in four days we fhould fire 
great guns. 

Thurfdayi;. On th c 27th, Tubourai Tamaide, with a fiicrfd, who eat 
with a voracity that I never faw before, and the three wo- 
men that ufually attended him, whofe names were Tee apo, 
Tirao, and Omie, dined at the fort: in the evening they 
took their leave, and fet out for the lioufc which Tubourai 
'' Tamaide had fet up in the fkirts of the wood j but in lefs 

. than a quarter of an hour he returned in great emotion, 
and haftdy fcmng Mr. Banks’s arm; made figns that he 
fhould ‘follow him. Mr. Banks immediately complied, and 
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they fobn came up to a place where they found the fhip’s 1769. 
butcher, with a reaping-hook in his hand: here the Chief . . 

flopped, and, in a tranfport of rage which rendered his figns TIlurfday z7 ‘ 
fcarccly intelligible, intimated that the butcher had threat- 
ened, or attempted, to cut his. wife’s throat with the reaping- 
hook. Mr. hanks then fignified to him, that if he could fully 
explain the offence, the man fhould be punifhed. Upon this 
he became more calm, and made Mr. Banks underhand that 
the offender, having taken a fancy to a flone hatchet which 
lay in his houfe, had offered to purchafe it of his wife for 
a nail : that fhc having refufed to part with it upon any 
terms, he had ca relied it up, and throwing down the nail, 
threatened to’ cut her throat if fhe made any refinance : to 
prove this cljaigc the hatchet and the nail were produced, 
and the butcher had fo little to fay in his defence that there 
was not the leaf! rcafon to doubt of its tiuth. 

Mr. Banks having rcpoi ted this matter to me, I took an 
opportunity, when the Chief and his women, with othei In- 
dians, were on board the fliip, to call up the butcher, and 
after a recapitulation of the charge and the proof, I gave 
orders that lie fhould be punifhed, as well to prevent other 
offences of the fame kind, as to acquit Mr. Banks of his pro- 
mife; the Indians faw him flopped and tied up to the rig- 
ging with a fixed attention, waiting in filent fufpence for the 
event \ but as foon as the firft fliokc was given, they inter- 
fered with gi eat agitation, carneftly inti eating that the reft 
of the punifhment might be remitted: to this, however, for 
many rcafons, I could not confent, and when they found 
that they could not prcvail # by their inteiceffion, they gave 
vent to their pity by tears. 

Their tears indeed, like thofe of children, weic always 
ready to exprefs any paffion that was ftrongly excited, and 

like 
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1769. iikc thofc of children they alfo appeared to be forgotten as 
foon as Hied ; of which the following among many others, 
Fuji) is a remaikable in Ranee. Very early in the morning of the 
ja8th % even before it was day, a great number of them came 
down to the fort, and Terapo being obfeived among the wo- 
men on the outfide of the gate, Mr. Banks went out and 
brought her in; he faw that the tears then Rood m her eyes, 
and as foon as fhe entered they began to flow in great abun- 
dance: he enquired earneftly the cauftr, but inftead of anfwer- 
inglhetook fiom under her gaiment a fhark’s tooth, and 
flruck it fix or feven times into her head with great force ; 
a profuflon of blood followed, and flic talked loud, but in a 
moft melancholy tone, for fome minutes, without at all re- 
garding his enquiries, which he repeated with ftill more im- 
patience and concern, while the other Indians, to his great 
furprize, talked and laughed, without taking the leaft no- 
tice of her diflrefs. But her own behaviour was ftill more 
extraordinary. As foon as the bleeding was over, flic looked 
up with a fmile, and began to collect fome fmall pieces of 
cloth, which during her bleeding flic had thrown down to 
catch the blood ; as foon as flic had picked them all up, fhe 
carried them out of the tent, and threw them into the fea, 
carefully difperfing them abroad, as if fhe wiflied to prevent 
file fight of them fr,om reviving the remembrance of what 
fhe had done. She then plunged into the river, and after 
having wafhed her whole body, returned to the tents with 
the fame gaiety and cheerfulnefs as if nothing had hap- 
pened. 

It is not indeed ftrange that the forrows of thefe artlefs 
people fhould be tranfient, any more than that their paflions 
fh-Quld be fuddenjy and ftvongly expreffed*. what they feel 
rbey have never been taught either to difguife or fupprefs, 
and having no habits of thinking which perpetually recal 

the 
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the pad, and anticipate the future, they are a fTccled by all 1769. 
the changes of the pading hour, and rcfledl the colour of ■ Ap “ 1 ' 
the time, however frequently it may vary: they have no F,lda ? s8 ' 
projedt which is to be purfued from day to day, the fubjedt 
of unremitted anxiety and Solicitude, that firll rufhes into 
the mind when they awake in the morning, and is lad dif- 
mifled when they deep at night. Yet if we admit that they 
arc upon the whole happier than we, we mud admit that 
the child is happier than the man, and that we are lofers by 
the pcrfedlion of our nature, the increafe of our knowlege, 
and the enlargement of our views. , 

Canoes were continually coming in during all this fore- 
noon, and the tents at the fort were crowded with people of 
both feres from different parts of the Idand. I was myfelf 
bufy on board the fliip, but Mr. Mollincux, our mader. who 
was one of tliofc that made the lad voyage in. the Dolphin, 
went on fliore. As foon as he entered Mr. Banks’s tent he 
fixed his eyes upon one of the women, who was fitting there 
with great compofure among the .red, and immediately de- 
clared her to be the perfon who afth.it time was fuppofed to 
be Queen of the idand ; die alfo, at the fame time, acknow- 
ledging him to be one of the drangers whom die had feen 
before. The attention of all prefent was now diverted from 
every other objeflr, and wholly engaged in confidering a per- 
fon who had made fo didinguifhed a figure in the accounts 
that had been given of this idand by its fird difeoverers ; and 
we foon learnt that her name was Obeiiea. She feemed to 
be about forty years of age, and was not only tall, but of 
a large make s hci fkin was white, and there was an un- 
common intelligence and fenfibihty in her eyes: die ap- 
peared to have been handfomc when (he was young, but at 
this time little more than memoiials of her beauty were left. 

, V01..IL P • A* 
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1765. 1 As foon as her quality was ltnown, an offer was made to 

conduit her to the ihip. Of this fhe readily accepted, and 
r.nhyzs. ^. amc on j, oar d w ; t h two men and feveral women, who 
Teemed to be all of her family j I received her with fiich 
marks 'of diftinftion as I thought would gratify her mod, 
and {vas not fparing of my prefents, among which this au- 
guft perfonage feemed particularly delighted with a child’s 
doll. After fome time fpent on hoard, 1 attended her back 
to thefhore j and as foon as wc landed, The prefented me 
with a hog, and feveral bunches of plantains, which flic 
caufcd to be carried from her canoes up to the fbrt in a kind 
of proccffion, of which flic and myfelf brought up the rear. 
In our way to the fort we met Tootahah, who, though not 
King, appeared to beat this time invefted with the fovereign 
authority he feemed not to be well pleafed with the dif- 
tindtion that was fliewed to the lady, and became fo jealous 
when fixe produced her doll, that to propitiate him it was 
thought proper to compliment him with another. At this 
time lie thought fit to prefer a*dolI to a hatchet ; but this 
preference arofc only from a childifli jcaloufy, which could 
not be foothed but by a gift of exaftly the fame kind with 
that which had been prefented to Obcrea •, for dolls in a 
very fhort time were univcrfally confidcred as trifles of no 
value. 

The men who had vifited 41s from time to time had, with- 
out fcruplc, eaten of our provifions ; but the women had 
never yet been prevailed upon to tafle a morfcl. To-day, 
however, though they refufed the mod prefling folirirations 
to dine with the Gentlemen, they afterwards retired to the 
fervants’ apartment, and cat of plantains very heartily ; a 
myftery of female ceconomy here, which none of us could 
explain. 


On 
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On the 29th," not* very early in the forenoon, Mr. Banks *769. 
■went to pay his court to Oberea, and was told that'fhe was » — n -*_^ 
Hill afleep under the awning of her canoe : thither therefore Siturd * y 2 9 * 
he went, intending to call her up, a liberty which he thought 
he might cake, without any danger of giving, offence : but, 
upon looking into her chamber, to ‘his great affonifhment, 
lie found her in bed with a handfome young fellow about 
five and twenty, whofe name was Qbad£e: he retreated with 
fome haftc and confufion, but was foon made to underffand, 
that firch amours gave no occafion to.fcandal, and that Oba.- 
dee was univerfally known to have been fele&ed by her as 
the object of her private favours. The lady being too polite 
to fuffer Mr. Banks to wait long in her antichanibcr, dreiled 
herfelf with more than ufual expedition, and as a token of 
of fpecial grace, clothed him in a fuit of fine cloth and pro- 
ceeded with him to the tents. In the evening, Mr. Banks 
paid a vifit to Tubourai Tamaide, as he had often done be- 
foie, by candle light, and was equally grieved and furprized 
to find him and his family in a melancholy mood, and moll 
of them in tears he endeavoured in vain to difeover the 
caufe, and therefore his flay among them was but fhorw 
When herepoited this circumftanee to the officcis at the 
fort, they recolle&ed that Owhaw had foretold, that in four 
days we fhould fire our great guns j and as this was the eve 
of the third day, the fituation in which Tubourai Tamaide. 
and his family had been found, alarmed them. The fentries 
therefore were doubled at the fort, and. the Gentlemen flept 
under arms ; at two in the morning, Mr. Banks himfelf 
went lound the point, but found every tiling fo quiet, that 
he gave up all fufpicions of mifcluef in tended by the natives 
as groundlefs. We had however another fource of fecunty k 
our little fortification was now complete. The north and. 

fa * 4 foudi 
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fouth tides confided of a bank of earth four feet and an half 
high on the infide, and a ditch without ten feet broad and 
fa deep’; on the weft fide, facing the bay, there was a bank 
of earth four feet high, and pallifadoes upon that, but no 
ditch, the works here being at high-water mark; on the 
eaft fide, upon the bank of the river, was placed a double 
low of water calks, filled with water ; and as this was the 
weakell fide, the two four pounders were planted there, and 
fa fwivel guns were mounted fo as to command the only 
two avenues from the woods. Our garrifon confifted of about 
five and forty men with fmall arms, including the officers, 
and the gentlemen who refided on lhore ; and our fentries 
were as Well lelievcd as in the bed regulated frontier in 
Europe. 

We continued our vigilance the next day, though we had 
no particular reafon to think it neceflary; but about ten 
o’clock in the morning, Tomio came running to the tents, 
with a mixture of grief and fear in her countenance, and 
taking Mr. Banks, to whom they applied in every emer- 
gency and diilrefs, by the arm, intimated that Tubourai 
Tamaide was dying, in confequence of fomething which our 
people had given him to cat, and that he muft inllantly go 
with her to his lioufe. Mr. Banks fet out without delay, and 
found his Indian fiiend leaning his head againft a poll, in 
an atfnuie of the utmoft languor and delpondency ; the 
people about him intimated that he had been vomiting, and 
hi ought out a leaf folded up with great caie, which they 
faid contained fomc of the poifon, by the deleterious elfeils 
of which lie was now dying. Mr. Banks haftily opened the 
leaf, and upon examining its contents found them to be no 
other. than a chew of tobacco, which the chief had begged 
of fome of our people, and which they had indifcreetly given 
1 him : 
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him: he liad'ohfcn-cd that tlicy kept it long in the mouth, 17c-). 
and being defirous of doing the fame, he had chewed it to . ' v "’~ 
powder, and fwallowcd the fpittie. During the examination 
of the leaf and its contents, he looked up at Mr. Banks with 
the mod piteous afpecR, and intimated that he had but a \ cry 
fliort time to Jive. Mr. Banks, however, being now mailer 
of his difeafe, dirctSlcd him to drink plentifully of cocoa-nut 
milk, which in a fliort time put an end to his fickncfs and 
•apprehenfions, and he fpent the day at the fort with that 
uncommon flow of chccrfulncfs and good-humour, which 
is always produced by a fudden and unexpected relief ftom 
pain cither of body or mind. 

Captain Wallis having brought home one of the adzes 
which thefe people, having no metal of any kind, make of 
flone, Mr. Stevens, the Secretary to the Admiralty, procured 
one to be made of iron in imitation of it, which I brought 
out with me, tofhewhow much we excelled in making tools 
after their own fafliion : this I had not yet produced, as it 
never happened to come into my mind. But on the fit'll of Vir. ■ 
May, Tootahah coming on board about ten o’clock in the ' 
forenoon, exprefled a great curiofity to fee the contents of 
every chcft and drawer that was in my cabbin ; as I always 
made a point of gratifying him, I opened them immediately, 
and having taken a fancy to many tilings that he faw, and 
collected them together, lie at ktfl happened to call his eye 
upon this adze ; lie inflantly fnatchcd it up with the great- 
. ell cagcrncfs, and putting away even’ thing which he 
had before fclciftcd, lie aflted ntc whether 1 would let him 
have that: I readily confcntcd; and, as if he was afraid I 
fliould repent, lie carried it off immediately in a tranlport of 
joy, without making any other requefl, which whatever had 
been our liberality was fcldom the cafe. 


About 
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1769. About noon, a Chief, who had dined with me a few days 
u!Li before, accompanied by fome of his women, came on board 
Monday 1. a j one . i j la£ j obferved that he was fed by his women, but I 
made no doubt, that upon occafion he would condefcend to 
- feed himfelf : in this, however, I found myfelf mi (taken. 
When my noble guefl was feated, and the dinner upon the 
table, I helped him to fome victuals : as I obferved that he 
did not immediately begin his meal, I prefled him to eat: 
but he ftill continued to fit motionlefs like a ftatue, without* 
attempting to put a Angle morfel into his mouth, and would 
certainly have gone without his dinner* if one of the fervants 
had not fed him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

The Obfervatory fet up ; the Quadrant ftolen . , and Co?fe- 
\ 'qttenccs of the Theft : A Viftt to Tootahab : Defcriptton 
of a TPreft ling-match : European Seeds fowtt : Names 
given to our People by the Indians . 

I N the afternoon, of Monday the ift of May, wc fet up the 
ohfervatory, and took the agronomical quadrant, with 
fome other inflrumcnts on fhore, for the hrft time. 

The next morning, about nine o’clock, I went on Ihorc 
with Mr. Green to fix the quadrant in a fituation for ufe, 
when to our inexprcflible furprize and concern it was not to 
be found. It had been depofitcd in the tent which was rc- 
ferved for my ufe, where, as I pafied the night on board, 
nobody flcpt : it had never been taken out of the packing- 
cafe, which was eighteen inches fquarc, and the whole was 
of conftderablc weight ; a fcntincl had been polled the 
whole night within five yards of the tent door, and none of 
the other inflruments were miffing. Wc at firfl fufpe&cd 
that it might -have been flolcn by fome of our own people, 
who feeing a deal hot, and not knowing the contents, might 
think it contained nails, or fome other fubjefts of traffic 
with tire natives. A large reward was therefore offered to 
any one who could find ir, as, without this, wc could not 
perform ‘the fei vice for which our voyage was principally 
undertaken. Our fearcli in the mean time was not confined 
to the foit and the places adjacent, but as the cafe might 
poffibly ha\ e been carried back to the fhip, if any of our 
6 otsn 
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1769. own people had been the thieves, the mpft diligent fearch 
was made for it on board ; all the parties however returned 
Toe Hay 2. without any news of the quadrant. Mr. Banks, therefore, 
who upon fuch occafions declined neither labour nor rilk, 
and who had more influence over the Indians than any of 
us, determined to go in fearch of it into the woods; he 
hoped, that if it had been Itolcn by the natives, he Should 
find it wherever they had opened the box, as they would 
immediately difeover that to them it would be wholly ufe- 
lefs : or, if in this expedition he Ihould be difappointed, that 
he might recover it by the afcendancy he had acquired over 
the Chiefs. He fet out, accompanied by a midshipman 
and Mi. Green, and as he was crofling the river he was met 
by Tubourai Tamaide, who immediately made the figure of 
a triangle with thiee bits of 11 raw upon his hand. By this 
Mr. Banks knew that the Indians were the thieves j and that, 
although they had opened the cafe,- they were not difpofed 
to part with the contents. No time was therefore to be loft, 
and Mi. Banks made Tubourai Tamaide underftand, that lie 
muft inftantly go with him to the place whither the qua- 
drant had been carried j he confented, and they fet out to- 
gether to the caftward, the Chief inquiring at every houfe 
which they palled after the thief by name : the people rea- 
dily told him which way he was gone, and how long it was 
fince he had been there: the hope which this gave them that 
they fhould overtake him, fupported them under their fatigue* 
and they prefled forward, fometimes walking, fometimes 
tunning, 'though the weather was intolerably hot; when 
they had climbed a hill at the diftance of about four miles, 
their conductor Ihev/ed them a point full three miles far- 
ther, and gave them to underftand that they were not to ex- 
pert the inftrument till they had got thither. Here they 
paufed •, they had no arms, except a pair of piftols, which 

Mr, 
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Mr. Banks always carried in his pocket? they wete going to 
a place that was at leafl fcven miles distant from the fort, 
where the Indians might be lefs fubmiflive than at home, 
and to take from them what they had ventured their lives 
to get ; and what, notwithstanding our conjectures, they ap- 
peared delirous to keep : thefe were difcouraging circum- 
stances, and their Situation jvould become more critical at 
every Step. They determined, liowever, not to relinquish 
their enterprize, nor to ptirfue it without taking the bed 
meafures for their fecurity that were in their power. It was 
therefore determined, that Mr. Banks and Mr. Green Should 
go on, and that the MidShipman Should return to me, and 
defire that I would fend a party of men after them, acquaint- 
ing me at the fame time, that it was impoSIible they Should 
return till it was dark. Upon receiving this meSTagc I fet out, 
with fuch a party as I thought fufficient for the occafion j 
leaving orders, both at the Ship and at the fort, that no ca- 
noe Should be fufFercd to go out of the bay, but that none 
of the natives Should be feized or detained. ^ 

In the mean time, Mr. Banks and Mr. Green purfued their 
journey, under the aufpices of Tubourai Tamaide, and in the 
very fpot which he had fpecified, they met one of his own 
people, with part of the quadrant in his hand. At this mod 
welcome fight they Slopped ; and a great number of Indians 
immediately came up, fome of whom preSIing rather rudely 
upon them, Mr. Banks thought it neceSIary to Shew one of 
his pifiols, the fight of which reduced them inSlantly to or- 
der- as the crowd that gathered round them was every mo- 
ment incrcafing, he marked out a circle in the grafs, and 
they ranged themfelves on the outfidc of it to the number 
of feveral hundreds with great quictnefs and decorum. Into 
the middle of this circle, the box, which was now arrived, 
was ordered to be brought, with feveral reading glaSTes, and 
Vox.. II. oiher 
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other fmall matters, which in their hurry they had put into 
a piftol-cafc, that Mr. Banks knew to be his property, it hav- 
ing been fomc time before ftolen from the tents, with a horfe 
piftol in it, which he immediately demanded, and which was 
alfo reflored. 

Mr. Green was impatient to fee whether all that had been 
taken away was returned, and upon examining the box 
found the fland, and a few fmall things of lefs confcquence, 
wanting ; feveral perfons were fent in fearch of thefe, and 
m oft of the fmall things were returned : but it was Ggnificd 
that the thief had not brought the ftand fo far, and that it 
would be delivered to our friends as they went back 5 this 
being confiimcd by Tubourai Tamaidc, they prepared to re- 
turn, as nothing would then be wanting but what might 
eafily bcfupphedj and after they had advanced about two 
miles* I met them with my party, to our mutual fatisfadtion, 
congratulating each other upon the recovery of the qua-* 
dtant, With a pleafurc proportioned to the importance of the 
event. 

About eight o’clock, Mr. Banks with Tubourai Tamaide 
got back to the fort ; when, to his great furprize, he found 
Tootahah in cuftody, and many of the natives in the utmofl 
terror and diftrefs, ciowding about the gate. He went has- 
tily in, fome of tlie Indians were fuffered to follow him, 
dnd the feene was extremely afTedting. Tubourai Tamaide 
picfllng forward, ran up to Tootahah, and catching him in 
his arms, they both burft into tears, and wept over each 
other, without being able to fpeak : the other Indians were 
alfo in tears for their Chief, both he and they being flrongly 
po He fled with the notion that he was to be put to death. In 
this fituation they continued till I entered the fort, which 
\vas about a quartet of an hour aftcnvaids. I was equally 

fui prized 
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furprizcd and concerned at -what had happened, the con- *769. 
fining Tootahah being contrary to my orders, and therefore ■ M * r ‘ _ 
inftantly fet him at liberty. Upon enquiring into the affair, Tutf,5i y *• 
I was told, that my goinginto the woods with a party of men 
under arms, at a time when a robbery had been committed, 
which it was fuppofed I ihould refent, in proportion to our 
apparent injury by the lofs, had fo alarmed the natives, that 
in the evening they began to leave the neighbourhood of the 
fort with their effects: that a double canoe having been feen 
to put off from the bottom of the bay by Mr. Gore, the Se- 
cond Lieutenant, who was left in command on board the 
ihip, and who had received orders not to fuffer any canoe to 
go out, he fent the Boatfwain with a boat after her to bring 
her back : that as foon as the boat came up, the Indians, 
being alarmed, leaped into the feaj and that Tootahah, being 
unfortunately one of the number, the Boatfwain took him up, 

And brought him to the fhip, fuffering the reft of the people 
to fwim on fliore : that Mr. Gore, not fufliciently attending to 
the order that none of the people fliould be confined, had 
Tent him to the fort, and Mr. Hicks, the' Firft Lieutenant, 
who commanded there, rcceivinghim in charge from Gore, 
did not think himfclf at liberty to difmifs him. 

The nojion that we intended to put him to death had pof- 
fefled him fo ftrongly, that he could not be perfuaded to the 
contrary till by my orders he was led out of the fort. The 
people received him as they would hqve done a father in the 
fame circumftanccs, and every one preffed forward to em- 
brace him. Sudden joy is commonly liberal, without a feru- 
pulous regard to merit; and Tootahah, in the firft expanfion 
of his heart, upon being unexpectedly reftored to liberty and 
life, infifted upon our receiving a prefent of two hogs ; 
though, being confcious that upon this oceafion we had no 
claim to favours, we refufed them many times. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander attended the next morning in 
their ufual capacity of market -men, but very few Indians 
appeared, and thofe who came bi ought no provisions. Too- 
tahah, however, fent fornc of his people for the canoe that 
had been detained, which they took away. A canoe having 
alfo been detained that belonged to Oberea,TupiA, the perfon 
who managed her affairs when the Dolphin was here, was 
fent to examine whether any thing on board had been taken 
away : and he was fo well fatisfied of the contrary, that he 
left the canoe where he found it, and joined us at the fort, 
where he fpent the day, and flept on boaid the canoe at night. 
About noon. Come fifliing boats came abreaft of the tents, 
but would part with very little of what they had on boaid; 
and we felt the want of cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit very fe- 
verely. In the courfe of the day, Mr. Banks walked out into 
the woods, that by converfing with the people he might re- 
cover their confidence and good-will : he found them civil* 
but they all complained of the ill-treatment of their Chief ; 
who, they faid, had been beaten and pulled by the hair. Mr. 
Banks endeavoured to convince them, that lie had fuflered 
no perfonal violence, which to the bed of our knowlege was 
true ; yet, perhaps the Boatfwain bad behaved with a bru- 
tality which he was afraid or afhamed to acknowledge. The 
Chief hirafdf being, probably, upon recolle&ion, of opinion 
that we had ill-deferved the hogs, which he had left with us 
as aprefent, fent a mefienger in the afternoon to demand an 
ax, and a Hurt in return ; but as I was told that he did not 
intend to come down to the fort for ten days, I excufcd my- 
felf from giving them. tilL I fhould fee him, hoping that his 
• impatience might induce him to fetch them, and knowing 
that abfence would probably continue the coolnefs between 
us, to which the firft interview might put an end. 


The 
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1 The next day -we were ffill more fenfible of the inconve- 1769. 
xiience we had incurred by giving offence to the people in \ May * _ r 
the perfon of their Chief, for the market was fo ill fupplied Thurftla > *• 
that we were in want of ncceRaries. Mr. Banks therefore 
went into the woods to Tubourai Tamaide, and. with fome 
difficulty perfuaded him to let us have five bafkets of bread- 
fruit ; a very feafonable fupply, as they contained aboie one 
hundred and twenty. In the afternoon another meflenger 
arrived from Tootahah for the ax. and Hurt; as it was now 
become abfolutely neceffiiry to recover the fiiendfinp of this 
man, without which it would be fcarcely poffible to procure 
provifions, I fentword that Mr. Banks and myfclf would vific 
him on the morrow, and bring what he wanted with us. 

Eaily the next morning he fent again to remind me of my Friday 
piomife, and his people feemed to wait* till we fkould fetout 
with great impatience • I therefore ordered the pinnace, in 
which I embarked with Mr. Banks and Dr. Soltmder about 
ten o'clock : we took one of Tootahah's people in the boat 
with us, and in about an hour we arrived at his place of re- 
fidence which is called Eparke, and is about four miles to 
the wefhvard of the tents. 

We found the people waiting for us in great numbers 
upon the ffiore, fo that it would have been impoflible for us 
to have proceeded, if way had not been made for us by a 
tall well-looking man, who had fomething like a turban 
about his head, and a long white flick in his hand, with 
which he laid about him at an unmerciful rate. This man. 
conduced us to the Chief, while the people fhouted round: 
us, Taio Tootahah, “ Tootahah is your friend.” We found him, 
like an ancient Patriarch, fitting under a tree, with a num- 
ber of venerable old men Handing round him ; he made a 
fign to us to fit down, and immediately afked for his ax: 

6 this>. 
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this I prerented to him, with an upper garment of broad- 
cloth, made after the country fafhion, and trimmed with 
tape, to which X alfo added a ihirt : he received them with 
great fatisfadtion, and immediately put on the garment; but 
the fhirt he gave to the perfon who had cleared the way for 
us upon our landing, who was now feated by us, and of 
•whom he feemed dcfirous that we Ihould take particular 
notice. In a fhort time, Oberea, and fcveral other women 
whom we “knew, came and fat down among us*. Tootahah 
left us feveral times, but after a ihort abfence returned ; we 
thought it had been to fhow himfelf in his new finery to the 
people, but we wionged him, for it was to give directions for 
our refr eftimcnt and entertainment. While we were waiting 
for his return the laft time he left us, very impatient to be 
difmifled, as we were almoft fufFocated in the croud, word 
was brought us, that he expected us elfewhere: we found 
him fitting under the awning of our own boat, and making 
figns that we fliould come to him : as many of us therefore 
went on board as the boat would hold, and lie then ordered 
bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts to be brought, of both which we 
tailed, rather to gratify him than becaufe we had a defire to 
eat. A meflage was foon after brought him, upon which 
he went out of the boat, and we were in a fliort time defired 
to follow. We were conduced to a large area or court-yard* 
which was tailed round with bamboos about three feet high, 
on one fide of his houfe, where an entertainment was pro- 
vided for us, entirely new: this was a wrcftling match. At 
the upper end of the area fat the Chief, and feveral of his 
principal men were ranged on each fide of him, fo as to form 
a femicircle j tliefe were the judges, by whom the vidlor was 
to be applauded 5 feats were alfo left for us at each end of 
the line, but we chofe rather to be at liberty among the reft 
of the fpedators. 


When 
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' When all was ready, ten or twelve perfons, whom we un- 
derftood to be the combatants, and who were naked, except 
a doth that was fattened about the waift, entered the area, 
and walked llowly round it, in a Hooping pofture, with their 
left hands on their right breads, and their right.hands open, 
with which they frequently flruck the left fore-arm fo as to 
produce a quick fmart found : this was a general challenge 
to the combatants whom they were to engage, or any other 
pcrfon prefent : after tliefe followed others in the fame man- 
ner, and then a particular challenge was given, by which 
each man fingled out his antagonift: this was done by join- 
ing the finger ends of both hands, and bringing them to the 
bread, at the fame time moving the elbows up and down< 
with a quick motion : if the perfon to whom this was ad- 
drcfled accepted the challenge, he repeated the figns, and im- 
mediately each put himfelf into an attitude to engage : the 
next minute they clofed j but, except in fird feizing each 
other, it was a mere con ted of drength : each endeavoured, 
to lay hold of the other, fird by the thigh, and if that failed 
•by the hand, the hair, the cloth, or elfewhere as he could i 
when this was done they grappled, without the lead dexte- 
rity or fkill, till one of them, by having a more advanta- 
geous hold, or greater mufcular force, threw the other on 
his back. When the conted was over, the old men gave their 
plaudit to the vidtor in a few words, which they repeated 
together in a kind of tune : his conqueft was alfo generally 
celebrated by three huzzas. The entertainment was then, 
fufpended for a few minutes, after which another couple of 
Wredlers came forward and engaged in the fame manner 
if it happened that neither was thrown, after the conted had 
continued about a minute, they pai ted, either by confent or 
the intervention of their friends, and in this cafe each flapped, 
his arm, as a challenge to a new engagement, either with 
2 Hie 
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the fame antagonift or fome other. While the wreftlers were 
engaged, another patty of men performed a dance which 
lafted alfo about a minute; .but neither of thefc patties took 
the lead notice of each other, their attention being wholly 
fixed on what they were doing. We obferved with pleafure, 
that the conqueror never exulted over the vanquiflied, and 
that the vanquiflied never repined at the fuccefs of the con- 
queror ; the whole conteft was carried on with perfect good- 
will and good-humour, though in the prefence of at leaft 
five hundred fpeftators, of whom fome ware women. The 
N number of women indeed was compatatively fmall, none 
j but thofe of rank were prefent, and we had reafon to believe 
that they would not have been fpeftators of this exercife but 
in compliment to us. 

This 'lafted about two hours ; during all which time the 
man who had made way for us when we landed, kept the 
people at a ptoper diftance, by linking thofe who preffed 
forward very fevercly with his Hick : upon enquiry we learnt, 
;,that he was an officer belonging to Tootahah, afting as a 
•' mailer of the ceremonies. 

It is fcarcely poffible for thofe who are acquainted with 
the athletic fports of very remote antiquity, not to remark 
a rude refemblance of them in this wreftling-match among 
the natives of a little ifland in the midft of the Pacific Ocean ; 
and even our female readers may recoiled: the account given 
of them by Fenelon in his Tclemachus, where, though the 
events are fitfitious, the manners of the age are faithfully 
tranfertbed from authors by whom they are fuppofed to have 
been truly related. 

When the wreftling was over, we were given to under- 
hand that two hogs, and a large quantity of bread-fruit were 
preparing for our dinner, which, as our appetites were now 

. keen, 
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keen, was very agreeable intelligence. Our hoft, however, » 1769. 
Teemed to repent of his liberality j for, infiead of fetting Ins « ^ i3y, _ 
two hogs before us, he ordered one of them to be carried Fndays * 
into our boat ; at firft we were not forry for this new difpo- 
fition of matters, thinking that we lhould dine more com- 
fortably in the boat than on ihore, as the croud would more 
eafily be kept at a diftance: but when we came on board, he 
ordered us to proceed with his hog to the fliip ; this was 
mortifying, as we were now to row four miles while our 
dinner was growing cold ; however, we thought fit to com- 
ply, and were at laft gratified with the cheer that he had 
provided, of which he and Tubourai Tamaide had a liberal • 
ihare. ; 

Our reconciliation with this man operated upon the people 
like a charm ; for he was no fooner known to be on board, 
than bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other provifions were 
brought to the fort in great plenty. 

Affairs now went on in the ttfual channel ,* but pork being 
Rill a fcarce commodity, our Matter, Mr. Mollincus:, and 
Mr. Green went in the pinnace to the eaftward, on the 8th^ U 
early in the morning, to fee whether they -could proem e any ‘_ 
hogs or poultry in that part of the country: they proceeded 
in that direction twenty miles ; but though they faw many 
hogs, and one turtle, they could not purchafc either at any 
price : the people every where tofrf them, that they ah’ be- 
longed to Tootahah, and that they could fell none of them 
without his permiflion. Wc now began to think that this 
man was indeed a gieat Prince; for an influence fo exten- 
five and abfolute could be acquiied by no other. And we 
afterwards found that he adminiftered the government of 
tins part of the ifland, as fovereign, for a minor whom we 
never faw all the time that wc were upon it. When Mr- 
Vgl. II. R • Green 
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1769. Green returned from this expedition, he faid he had feen a 
tree of a lize which he was afraid to relate, it being no lefs 

Monday s. g xt y y an j s in circumference ; but Mr. Banks and Dr. 

Solandcr foon explained to him, that it was a fpecies of the 
fig, the branches of which, bending down, take frefli root 
in the earth, and thus form a congeries of trunks, which 
being very clofe to each other, and all joined by a common 
vegetation, might cafily be miftaken for one. 

Though the market at the fort was now tolerably fup- 
plied, provifions were brought more flowly : a fufficient 
quantity ufed to be purchafed between fun-rife and eight 
o’clock, hut it was now become neceffary to attend the great- 
cfl part of the day. Mr. Banks, therefore, fixed his little 
boat up before the door of the fort, which was of great ufe 
as a place to trade in : hitherto we had purchafed cocoa-nuts 
and bread-fruit for beads ; but the market becoming rather 
flack in thefe articles, we were now, for the firfl time, forced 
to bring out our nails : one of our fmalleft. fize, which was 
about four inches long, procured us twenty cocoa-nuts, and 
bread-fruit in proportion, fo that in a fhort time our firfl 
plenty was rcflorcd. 

Tatfihj 9 On the 9th, foon after brcakfafl, we received a vifit from 
Oberca, being the firfl that fhc had made us after the lofs of 
our quadrant, and the unfortunate confinement of Toota- 
hah ; with her came her prefent favourite, Obadcc, and Tu- 
pia: they brought us a hog and fome bread-fruit, in return 
for which we gave her a hatchet. We had now afforded our 
Indian friends a new and intcrcfling objcdl of curiofity, our 
forge, which having been fet up fome time, was almofi con- 
ftamly at work. It was now common for them to bring 
pieces of iron, which we fuppofed they mufl have got from 
the Dolphin, to be made into tools of various kinds; and as 

X was 
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■ I was very defiious to gratify them, they were indulged, ex- 1769. 
cept when the fmith’s time was too precious to be fpared. 1 Ma *_ 
Oberea having received hei hatchet, ‘produced as much old Tuefday9 - 
iron as would have made another, with a iequeil that ano- 
ther might be made of it: in this/ however, I could not gra- 
tify her, upon which fhe brought out a broken ax, and de- 
fired it might be mended ; I was glad of an opportunity to 
compromife the difference between us : her ax was mended, 
and fhe appeared to be content. They went away at night, 
and took with them the canoe, which had been a confidc- 
rable time at the point, but promifed to return in three 
days. 

On the xoth, I put fome feeds of melons and other plants wednef. 10. 
into a fpot of ground which had been tinned up for the 
purpofe ; they had all been fealed up by the perfon of whom 
they were bought, in fmali bottles with rofin j but none of 
them came up except muftard j even the cucumbers and me- 
lons failed, and Mr. Banks is of opinion that they were fpoiled 
by the total exclufion of frefh air. 

This day we learnt the Indian name of the iiland, which is 
Otaheite, and by that name I fhall hereafter diftinguifh it : 
but after great pains taken we found it utterly impoffible to 
teach the Indians to pronounce our names ; we had, there- 
fore new names, confiding of fuch founds as they produced 
in the attempt. They called me Toole *, Mr. Hicks, TIcte ; 

Molineux they renounced in abfolute defpair, and called the 
Mailer JBobn, from his Chriftian name Robert Mr. Gore was 
Toarro ; Dr. Solander, Totano ; and Mr. Banks, Tapane ; Mr. 

Green, Etcree ; Mr. Parkinfon, Palm ; Mr. Sporing, Pohm ; 

Peterfgill, Pclrodero *, and in this manner they had now 
formed names for almoft every man in the fhip : in fome, 
however, it was not eafy to find any traces of the ouginal, 

R 2 ‘ and 
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1769- and they were perhaps not mere arbitrary founds formed 
■ . upon the occafton, but fignificant words in their own lan- 

WidMf. 10. gu a g ei Monkhoufe, tlic Midfhipman, who commanded the 
party that killed the man for Healing the muflcet, they called 
Matte ; not merely by an attempt to imitate in found the firll 
fyllable of Monkhoufe, but becaufe Matte fignifies dead-, and 
this probably might be the cafe with others. 


CHAP. xir. 

Some Ladies vijit the Fort with very uncommon Ceremonies r 
The Indians attend Divine Service, and in the Evening 
exhibit a mojl extraordinary SpeSlacle : Tubourai Ta- 
maide falls into Temptation. 

tw>7ir. -pa MD AY, the 12th of May, was diflinguilhed by a vifit 
-L 1 from fomc ladies whom we had never feen before, and 
who introduced themfelves with fomc very Angular ceremo- 
nies. Mr. Banks was trading in his boat at the gate of the 
fort as ufual, in company with Tootahali, who had that 
morning paid him a vifit, and fomc other of the natives ; be- 
tween nine and ten o'clock, a double canoe came to the 
landing-place, under the awning of which fat a man and 
two women: the Indians that were about him made figns 
that he fhould go out to meet them, which he haded to do-; 
but by the time lie could get out of the boat, they had ad- 
vanced within ten yards of him: they then flopped, and 
made figns that lie fhould do fo too, laying .down about a 
dozen young plantain trees, and fomc other fmall plants : 
he complied, and the people having made a lane between 
4 them* 
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them, the man, who appeared to be a fervant, brought them 
to Mr. Banks by one of each at a time, paffing and repafling 
fix times, and always pronouncing a fhort fentence when he 
delivered them. Tupia, who flood by Mr. Banks, adted as 
his mailer of the ceremonies, and receiving .the branches 
as they were brought, laid them down in the boat. When 
this was done, another man brought a large bundle of cloth, 
which having opened, he fpread piece by piece upon the 
ground, in the fpace between Mr. Banks and his vifitors ; 
there were nine pieces, and having laid three pieces one upon 
another, the foremofl of the women, who feemed to be the 
principal, and who was called Oorattooa, flcpped upon 
them, and taking up her garments all round her to the 
waift, turned about, with great compofure and deliberation, 
and with an air of perfeft innocence and fimplicity, three 
times j when this was done, fhe chopped the veil, and flep- 
ping ofT the cloth, three more pieces were laid on, and fhe 
repeated the ceremony, then flepping off as before ; the 
laft thiee were laid on, and the ceremony was repeated in 
the fame manner the third time. Immediately after this 
the cloth was rolled up, and given to Mr. Banks, as a pre- 
lent from the lady, who, with her friend, came up and fa- 
luted him. He made fucli prefents to them both as he 
thought would be mofl acceptable, and after having flaicl 
about an hour they went away. In the evening, the Gentle- 
men at the fort had a vifit from Oberea, and her favourite 
female attendant, wkofe name was Otheotue an agree- 
able girl, whom they were the more plcafed to fee, bccaufe, 
having been fome days abfent, it had been reported thaffhe 
was cither Tick or dead. 
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On the 1 3th, the market being over about ten o’clock, Mr. Saturday 13* 
Banks walked into the woods with his gun, as he generally 
did, for the benefit of the fhade in the heat of the day : as he 

was 
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was returning back, be met Tubourai Tamaide, near his oc- 
cafional dwelling, and Hopping to fpend a little time with 
him, he fuddenly took the gun out of Mr. Banks’s hand, 
cocked it, and, holding it up in the air, drew the trigger: 
fortunately for him, it flafhed in thepan : Mr. Banks imme- 
diately took it from him, not a little furprifed how he had 
acquired fuflicient knowlcge of a gun to difeharge it, and re- 
proved him with great feverity for what he had done. As it 
was of infinite importance to keep the Indians totally igno- . 
rant of the management of fire-arms, he had taken every 
opportunity of intimating that they could never offend him 
lb highly as by even touching his piece ; it was now proper 
to enforce this prohibition, and he therefore added threats to 
his reproof: the Indian bore all patiently! but the moment 
Mr. Banks croffed the river, he fet off with all his family 
and furniture for his houfe at Eparre. This being quickly 
known from the Indians at the fort, and great inconvenience 
being apprehended from the difplcafurc of this man, who 
upon all occafions had been particularly ufcful, Mr. Banks 
determined to follow him without delay, and folicit his re- 
turn: he fet out the fame evening, accompanied by Mr.Mol- 
lincux, and found him fitting in the middle of a large circle 
of people, to whom lie had probably related what had hap- 
pened, and his fears of the confcqucnccsi he was himfclf 
the very piflureof grief and dejeftion, and the fame pafiions 
were ftrongly marked in the countenances of all the people 
that furrounded him. When Mr. Banks and Mr. Mollincux 
went into the circle, one of the women expreffed her trou- 
ble, as Terapo had done upon another occafion, and flruck a 
fliark’s tooth into her head fevcral times, till it was covered 
with blood. Mr. Banks loll no time in putting an end to this 
univerfal dlftrcfs ; he affured the Chief, that every thing 
which had paffed fhould be forgotten, that there was not 

the 
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• thelcafl. ammofity remaining on one fide, nor any thing to he 1769. ~ 
feared on the other. The Chief was foon footlied into confidence 1 
and complacency, a double canoe was ordered to be got ready, Saturj3y 
they all returned together to the fort before fupper, and as 
a pledge of perfedl reconciliation, both he and his wife flept 
all night in Mr. Banks’s tent: their prefence, however, was 
no palladium ; for, between eleven and twelve o’clock, one 
of the natives attempted to get into the fort by fcahng the 
walls, with a defign, no doubt, to flcal whatever he Ihould 
happen to find ; he was difcoveied by the ccntincl, who hap- 
pily did not fire, and he ran away much fafter than any of 
our people could follow him. The iron, 1 and iron-tools, 
which were in continual life at the armourer’s forge, that 
was fet up within the works, were temptations to theft 
which none of thefe people could withftand. 

On the 14th, which was Sunday, I directed that Divine Sunday t+. 
Service fiiould be performed at the fort: we were defirous 
that fomc of the principal Indians fhould be prefent, but 
when the hour came, moft of them were returned home. 

Mr. Banks, however, crofled the river, and brought back Tu- 
bourai Tamaidc and his wife Tomio, hoping that it would 
give occafion to fome enquiries on their part, and fomc in- 
ftru« 5 Hon on ours : having feated them, he placed himfclf 
between them, and during the whole fervicc, they vciy at- 
tentively obferved his behaviour, and very exa&ly imitated 
it , Handing, fitting, or kneeling, as they faw him do : they 
were confcious that we were employed about fomewhat fe- 
rious and important, as appeared by their calling to the In- 
dians without the fort to be filent ; yet when the fervice was 
over, neither of them alked any quefiions, nor would they 
attend to any attempt that was made to explain what had 
been done. 


Such 
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1765. Such were our Matins ; our Indians thought fit to perform 
. , Vcfpcrs of a very different kind. A young man, near fir feet' 

1*. performed the rites of Venus with a little girl about 

eleven or twelve years of age, before fcveral of our people, 
and a great number of the natives, without the lead fenfe of 
its being indecent or improper, but, as appeared, in perfeft 
conformity to the cufiom of the place. Among the fpe&a- 
tors were fcveral women of fuperior rank, particularly Obc- 
rca, who may properly be faid to have aflified at the cere- 
mony ; for they gave indruftions to the girl how to perform 
her part, which, young as /he was, (he did not feem much to 
/land in need of. 

This incident is not mentioned as an objcfl of idle cuiio- 
fity, but as it deferves confidcration in determining a quef- 
tion which has been long debated in philofophy ; Whether 
the (ltainc attending certain aflions, , which arc allowed on 
all fides to be in thcmfclvcs innocent, is implanted in Na- 
tute, or fupcrinduccd by cutlom ! If it has its origin in out- 
turn, it will, perhaps, be found difficult to trace that cufiom, 
however general, to its fottrcc'; if in inflinft, it will be 
equally difficult to difeover from what caufe it is fubdued or 
at leaf! over-ruled among there people, in whofc manners 
not the lead tiaccof it is to be found. 

l> oa j, r ij. On the 1. th and 15th, we had another opportunity of ob- 
ferving the general knowlcgc which thefe people had of 
any defign that was formed among them. In the night be- 
tween the 13th and 14th, one of the watct-cafks was flolcn 
from the anilide of the fort : in the morning, there was not 
an Indian to be feen who did not know that it was gone ; 
vet they appeared not to have been traded, or not to hate 
been worthy of trad ; for they feemed all of them difpofed 
to give intelligence where it might be found. Mr. Banks 

traced 


round the world. 
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, traced it to a part of the bay where he was told it had bceu J7S9 
put into a canoe, but as it was not of gieat confcquencc he « *.* y , 
-did not complete the difeovery. When he returned, he was fctoBday ,J * 
told by Tubourai Tamaide, that another calk would be ftolen 
before the morningl how he came by this knowlege it is 
not eafy to imagine; that he was not a paity in the defign is 
certain, for he came with his wife and his .family to the 
place where the water cafks flood, and placing their beds 
near them, he faid he would himfelf be a pledge for their 
fafety, in defpight of the thief, of this, however, we would 
not admit; and making him underfland that a fentry would 
be placed to watch the cafks till the morning, he removed 
the beds into Mr. Banks’s tent, where *he and his family fpent 
the night, making iigns to the fentry when he rctiicd, that 
he fliould keep his eyes open. In the night this intelligence • 
.appeared to be true; about twelve o’clock the thief came, 
but -difeovering that a watch had been fet, he went away 
without his booty. 

Mr. Banks’s confidence in Tubourai Tamaide had greatly 
increafed Cnee the affair of the knife, in confequence of 
which he was at length expofed to temptations which nei- 
ther his integrity nor his honour was able to refill. They 
had withflood many allurements, but were at length cn- 
fnared by the fafeinating charms of a bafket of nails ; thefe 
nails were much larger than any that had yet been brought 
into trade, and had, with perhaps fomc degree of criminal 
negligence, been left in a corner of Mi. Banks’s tent, to 
which the Chief had always free accefs. One of thefe nails 
Mr. Banks’s fervant happened to fee in his poffeffion, upon 
his having madveitently thrown back that part of his gar- 
ment under which it was concealed. Mr. Banks being told 
of this, and knowing that no fuch thing had been given 
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1-65. him, cither as a prefect or in barter, immediately examined ' 
■ ■ the bailed, and difeovered, that out of feven nails five were 

ani ‘ r ’>• mifiing. He then, though not without great reluftancc, 
charged him with the fait, which he immediately confciTcd, 
and however he might fuller, was probably not mote hurt 
than his accufcr. A demand was immediately made of refii- 
tution; but this he declined, faying, that the nails were at 
Eparre : however, Mr. Banks appearing to be much in ear- 
ned, and ufing fome threatening figns, he thought fit to- 
produce one of them. He was then taken to the fort, to re- 
ceive fuch judgment as fiiould be given againd him. by the 
general voice. 

After fome deliberation, that we might not appear to think 
too lightly of his offence, he was told, that if lie would bring 
the other four nails to the fort, it fiiould be forgotten. To 
this condition lie agreed ; but I am forry to fay he did not 
fulfil it. Indeed of fetching the nails, lie removed with Ills, 
family before night, and took all his furniture with him. 

As our long-boat had appeared to be leaky, I thought it 
ncccfiary to examine her bottom, and, to my great furprizc, 
found it fo much eaten by the worms, that it was ncccfiary 
to give her a new one ; no fuch accident had happened to 
the Dolphin’s boats, as 1 was informed by the officers on 
board, and therefore it was a misfortune th.it J did nor ex- 
port : 1 feared that the pinnace alfo might be nearly in the 
fame condition ; but, upon examining her, I had the fatis- 
faftion to find that not a worm had touched her, though fhc 
was built of the fame wood, and had been as much in the 
water ; die rcafon of this difference I imagine to he, that the 
long-boat was paid with varnifii of pine, and the pinnace 
painted with white lead and oil; the bottoms of all boats 
therefore which arc fent into this country fiiould be painted 

like 
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like that of the pinnace, and the fhips fliould be fupplied 1769. 
%vith a good Rock, in order to give them a new coating when 1 JV ^ y ‘ f 
it fliall be found neceflary. 

Having received repeated mefTages from Tootahah, that Wedref> z t . 
if we would pay him a yifit he would acknowledge the fa- 
vour by a prefent of four hogs, I fent Mr. Hicks, my Firft 
Lieutenant, to try if he could not procure the hogs upon 
«afier terms, with orders to ihow him every civility ‘in his 
power. Mr. Hicks found that he was removed from Eparre to 
a place called Tettahah, five miles farther to the weftward. 

He was received with great cordiality ; one hog was imme-* 
diately produced, and he was told that the other three, 
which were at fome diftance, fliould be brought in the morn- 
ing. Mr. Hicks readily confented to flay ; but the morning 
^came without the hogs, and it not being convenient to flay 
longer, he returned in the evening, with the one that he had 
got. 

On the 25th, Tubourai Tamaide and liis wife Tomio made -iw*} a,-, 
their appearance at the tent, for the firft time fince he had 
been detected in ftealing the nails; he feemed to be under 
fome difeontent and apprehenfion, yet he did not think fit to 
purchafe our countenance and good-will by reftoring the 
four which he had fent away. As Mr. Banks and the other 
Gentlemen treated him with a coolnefs and referve which 
did not at all tend to rcftorc his peace or good-humour, his 
Ray was fliort, and his departure abrupt. Mr. Monkhoufc, 
the Surgeon, went the next morning in order to cfFeft a re- 
conciliation, by perfuading him to bring down the nails, but 
he could not fucceed. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Another Vtjit to Tootahah , with various Adventures .- Ex- 
traordinary Amttfement of the Indians , with Remark 
upon it : Preparations to obferve the ‘Tranft of V tints, 
and what happened in the mean time at the Fort. 

'7 6 9 /C\N the 27th, It was determined that we fhould pay our 
, M »r vifit to Tootahah, though we were not very confident 

Siturday , 7 . that we fhould receive the hogs for our pains. 1 therefore 
fet out early in the morning, with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solan- 
dcr, and three others, in tire pinnace. He was now removed 
from Tettaluh, where Mr. Hicks had feen him, to a place 
called Atahouroc, about fix miles farther, and as we could 
not go above half way thither in the boat, it was almoil 
evening before we arrived : we found him in his ufual flate, 
fitting under a tree, with a great crowd about him. We 
made our prefents in due form, confining of a yellow fluff 
petticoat, and fome other trifling articles, which were gra- 
cioufly received; a hog was immediately oidered to be killed 
and dreffed for fupper, with a promife of more in the morn- 
ing: however, as we were lefs defirous of feafting upon our 
journey than of carrying back with us provifions, which 
would be more welcome at the fort, we procured a reprieve 
for the hog, and flipped upon the fruits of the country. As 
night now came on, and the place was crowded with many 
more than the houfes and canoes would contain; there being 
Oberca with her attendants, and many other travellers whom: 
we knew, we began to look out for lodgings. Our party 
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confided of fix : Mr. Banks thought himfclf fortunate in be- >769. 
ing offered a place by Oberea in her canoe, and wilhing his 1 Ml> ’ • 
friends a good night, took his leave. He went to reft early, * 7, 
accouling to the cuftom of the country, and taking off his 
clothes, as was his conftant practice, the nights being hot, 

Oberea kindly infilled upon taking them into her own cufto- 
dy, for otherwife ihe faid they would certainly be ftolen. 

Mr. Banks having fuch a fafeguard, religncd himfelf tofleep 
with all imaginable tranquillity : but awaking about eleven 
o’clock, and wanting to get up, he fcarched for his clothes 
where he had feen them depolired by Oberea when he lay 
down to fleep, and foon perceived that they weie milling. 

He immediately awakened Oberea, who ftaning up, and 
hearing his complaint, ordered lights, andpieparcd in great 
hafte to recover what he had loft : Tootahah himfelf flept in 
the next canoe, and being foon alarmed, he came to them 
and fet out with Oberea in fearch of the thief: Mr. Banks 
was not in a condition to go with them, for of his apparel 
fcarce any thing was left him but his breeches t his coat, and 
his waiftcoar, with his piftols, powdcr-lioin, and manyother 
things that were in the pockets, were gone. In about half 
an hour his two noble friends returned, but without having 
obtained any intelligence of his clothes or of the thief. At 
firfl he began to be alarmed, his mufquet had not indeed 
been taken away, but he had neglefled to load it ; where I 
and Dr. Solander had difpofed of ourfelves he did not know; 
and therefore, whatever might happen, he could not have 
rccourfe to us for afliftancc. He thought it bed, however, to 
exprefs neither fear nor fufpicion of thofc about him, and 
giving his mufquet to Tupia, who had been waked in the 
confufion and flood by him, with a-chaige not to fuileru to 
be ftolen, he betook lumfelt again to reft, declaring himfelf 
pcrfeftly fatisCed with the pains that Tootahah and Oberea 
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had taken to recover his things, though they had not been 
fuccefsful. As it cannot be fuppofed that in fuch a fituation 
his deep was very found, he foon after heard mufic, and faw 
lights at a little diftance on Ihore: this was a concert or af- 
fembly, which they call a Heiva, a common name for every 
public exhibition ; and as it would necellarily bring many 
people together, and there was a chance of my being among 
them with his other friends, he rofe, and made the heft of 
his way towards it : he was foon led by the lights and the 
found to the hut where I lay, with three other Gentlemen of 
our party; and eafily diftinguifhing us from the reft, he 
made up to us mote than half naked, and told us his me- 
lancholy dory. We gave him fuch comfort as the unfortu- 
nate generally give to each other, by telling him that we 
were fellow-fufferers ; I fhowed him that I was myfelf with- 
out (lockings, they having been ftolen from under my head, 
though I was fure I had never been aileep, and each of my 
aflociates convinced him, by his appearance, that he had loft 
a jacket. We determined, however, to hear out the concert, 
however 'deficient we might appear in our drefs ; it confided 
of three drums, four flutes, and fevetal voices : when this 
entertainment, which lafted about an hour, was over, we 
retired again to our fleeping-places ; having agreed, that no- 
thing could be done toward the iecovery of our things till 
riie morning. 

Wc rofc at day-break, according to the cufiom of the 
.country ; the firft man that Mr. Banks faw was Tupia, faith- 
fully attending with his mufquet ; and foon after, Oberca 
brought him fome of her country clothes, as a fuccedaneum 
for his own, fo that when he came to us he made a mod 
motley appearance, half. Indian and half Englifh. Our party 
foon got together, except Dr. Soiandcr, whofe quarters we 
did not know, and who had not allifted at the concert : in a 
6 (liort 
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ihort time Tootahah 1 made his appearance, and -we preiTed' 
'him to tecover our clothes ; but neither he nor Oberca could 
be pcrfuaded to take any meafure for that purpofe, fo that 
we began to fufpeiR that they had been parties in the theft. 
About eight o’clock, we were joined by Dr. Solander, who 
had fallen into honefter hands, at a houfe about a mile dif- 
tant, and had loll nothing. 

Having given up all hope of recovering our clothes, which 
indeed were never afterwards heard of, we fpent all the 
morning in foliciting the hogs which we had been promifed; 
but in this we had no better fuccefs : we therefore, in no 
very good humour, fet out for the boat about twelve o’clock, 
with only that which we had redeemed from the butcher 
and the cook the night before; 

As we were returningto the boat, However, we were enter- 
tained with a fight that in fome meafure compenfated for our 
fatigue and difappointment. In our way we came to one of 
the few places where accefs to the ifland is not guarded by a 
reef, and, confequently, a high furf breaks upon the ill ore ; a 
more dreadful one indeed I had feldom feen ; it was impof- 
fible for any European boat to have lived in it ; and if the 
belt fwimmer in Europe had, by any accident, been expofed 
to its fury, I am confident that he would not have been able 
to preferve liimfelf from drowning, cfpecially as the lhoie 
was covered with pebbles and large Hones ; yet, in the midfl 
of thefe breakers, were ten or twelve Indians fwimming for 
their amufement : whenever a furf broke near them, they 
dived under it, and, to all appearance with infinite facility, 
rofe again on the other fide. This diverfion was greatly im- 
proved by the flern of an old canoe, which they happened to 
find upon the fpot; they took this before them, and fwam 
out with it as far as the outermoft breach, then two or three 
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1765 of them getting into it, and turning the fquare end to the 
1 — j breaking wave, wet e driven in towards the fhore with incre- 
Sraky it. jjkjg rapidity, fomctimes aimoft to the beach ; but generally 
the wave -broke over them before they got half way, in 
which cafe they dived, and rofe on the other fide with the 
canoe in their hands : they then fwam out with it again, 
. and were again dtiven back, juft as our holiday youth 
climb the hill in Greenwich park for the pleafure of rolling 
down it. At this wonderful fcene we flood gazing for more 
than half an hour, during which time none of the fwimmeis 
attempted to come on fhore, but feemed to enjoy their fport 
in the liigheft degree ; we then proceeded in our journey, 
and late in the evening got back to the fort. 

Upon this occafion it may be obferved, that human nature 
is -endued with powers which are only accidentally exerted to 
the utraoft i and that all men are capable of what no man 
attains, except he is flimulated to the effort by fome uncom- 
mon circumftances or fituation. Thefe Indians effeiftcd what 
to us appeared to be fupernatural, merely by the application 
of fuch powers as they poffeffed in common with us, and all 
other men who have no particular infumity or defeft. The 
truth of the obfervation is alfo manifeft from more familiar 
inflances. The rope-dancer and balance-matter owe their 
art, not to any peculiar liberality of Nature, but to an acci- 
dental improvement of her common gifts ; and though 
equal diligence and application would not always produce 
_ equal excellence in thefe, any more than in other arts ; yet 
• there is no doubt but that a certain degree of proficiency in 
them might be univerfally attained. Another proof of the 
exiftence of abilities in mankind, that are aimoft univerfally 
dormant, is furniflied by the attainments of blind men It 
cannot be fuppofed that the lofs of one fenfe, like the am- ' 

putation * 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


J 37 


putation of a branch from a tree, gives new vigour to tliofe 
that remain. Every man’s hearing and touch, therefore, arc, 
capable of the nice diftintftions which aflonifli us in tliofe 
that have loft their fight, and if they do not give the fame 
intelligence to the mind, it is merely becaufe the famc'intel- 
ligence is not required of them: he that can fee may!do 
from choice what the blind do by necefiity, and by the fame 
diligent attention to the other fenfes, may receive the fame 
notices from them; let it therefore be remembered as an* en- 
couragement to perfevering diligence, and a principle of ge- 
net al ufe to mankind, that he who does all he can, will ever 
effect much more than is generally thought to be poflible. 

Among other Indians that had vifited us, there were fome 
from a neighbouring ifland which they called Eimeo orlMAO, 
the fame to which Captain Wallis had given the name of the 
Duke of York’s ifland, and they gave us an account of no 
lefs than two and twenty iflands that lay in the neighbour- 
hood of Otaheite. 

As the day of obfervation now approached, I determined, 
in confcquence of fome hints which had been given me 
by, Lord Morton, to fend out two parties to obferve the 
tranfit from other fituations ; hoping, that if we fhould fail 
at Otaheite, they might have better fuccefs. We were, there- 
fore, now bufily employed in preparing our inftrumems, 
and inftru&ing fuch Gentlemen in the ufe of them as I in- 
tended to fend our. 

OnThurfday the ift of June, the Saturday following being 
the. day of the Tranfit, I difpatched Mr. Gore in the long- 
boat to Imao, with Mr. Monkhoufe and Mr. Sporing, a Gen- 
tleman belonging to Mr. Banks, Mr. Green having fmniflied 
them with proper inftiuments. Mr, Banks himfelf thought 
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1769. fit to go upon this expedition, and feveral natives, particu- 
■ Jatly Tubourai Tamaide and Tomio, -were alfo of the party. 

ilwCtyi. v er y early on the Triday morning, I fent Mr. Hicks, with 
Mr. Clerk and Mr. Peterfgill, the Mailer’s Mates, and Mr. 
Saunders, one of the Midfhipmen, in the pinnace to the eaft- 
ward, with orders to 'fix on fome convenient fpot, at a diilance 
from our principal obfervatory, where they alfo might em- 
ploy the inilruments with, which they had been furniftied 
for the fame purpofe. 


The long-boat not having been gor ready till Thurfday in 
the afternoon, though all poffible expedition was ufed to fit 
her out ; the people on board, after having rowed moil part 
of the night, brought her to a giappling juft under the land 
h,i>r 2. of Imao. Soon after day-break, they faw an Indian canoe, 
■which they hailed, and the people on board ftiewed them 
an inlet through the reef into which they pulled, and foon. 
fired upon a coial rock, which rofe ant of the water about, 
onehundred and fifty yards from the fliore, as apioperfitua- 
tion for their obfervatory : it was about eighty yards long and 
twenty broad, and in the middle of it was abed of white fand, 
large enough for the tents to Hand upon. Mr- Gore and his 
afliftants immediately began to fet them up, and make other 
neceftary preparations fot the impouant bufinefs of the next 
day. While this was doing, Mr. Banks, with the Indians of 
Otaheite, and the people whom they had met in the canoe 
went afhore upon the main lfland, to buy provifions ; of 
which he procured a fufticient fupply before night. When 
he returned to the rock he found the obfervatory in order, 
and the telefcopes ail fixed and tried. The evening was very 
fine, yet tlieir foheitude did not permit them to take much 
reft in the night : one or other of them was up every half 
hour, who fatisfied the impatience of the reft by reporting 
3 - the 
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the changes of die Iky ; now encouraging their hope by tell- *769. 
ing them that it was clear, and now alarming their feats by » Ju °— 
an account that it was hazey. 


At day-break they got up, and had the fatisfa&ion to fee Saturday 3 . 
the fun rife, without a cloud. Mr. Banks then, wifking the 
obfervers, Mr. Gore and Mr. Monkhoufe, fuccefs, repaired 
again to the ifland, that he might examine its produce, and 
get a frefh fupply of provifions : he began by trading with 
the natives, for which purpofe he took his flation under a 
tree ; and to keep them from prefling upon him in a ciowd, 
he drew* a circle round him, which he differed none of them 
to enter. 


About eight o’clock, he faw two canoes coming towards 
the place, and was given to underftand by the people about 
him, that they belonged to Tarrao, the King of the ifland, 
who was coming to make him a viflr. As foon as the canoes 
came near the Ihorc, the* people made a lane from the heacli to 
the trading-place, and his Majefty landed, with his filler, whofe 
name was Nuna; as they advanced towards the tree where. 
Mr. Banks flood, he went out to meet them, and, with great 
formality, introduced them into the circle from which the 
other natives had been excluded. As it is the cuftom of thefe 
people to fit dunng all their confeiences, Mr. Banks un- 
wrapped a kmd of TuA.au u? lodwwv Aoih, which, he wove 
upon his head inftead of a hat, and fpreadmg it upon the 
ground, they all fat down upon it together. The royal pi e- 
fent was then brought, which confided of a hog and a dog, 
fome biead-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other articles of the like 
kind. Mr. Banks then difpatched a canoe to the obfei vatoi y 
for his prefent, and the meflengcis fbon lctmncd-uith an 
adze, a fbirt, and fome beads, which were prefented to his 
Majefty, and received with great fatisfaftion. 
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1769. ' By this time, Tubourai Tamaide and Tomio joined them, 

- . f rom the obfervatoiy. Tomio faid, that flic was related to 

Saturday*. a nd brought him a prefent of a long nail, at the 

fame time complimenting Nuna with a Ihirt. 

The fnft inteinal contact of the planet with the fun being 
over, Mr. Banks returned to the obfervatory, taking Tarrao, 
Nuna, and fome of their principal attendants, among whom 
were three very handfome young women, with him: he 
Ihowcd them the planet upon the fun, and endeavoured to 
make them underftand that he and his companions had 
come from, their own country on purpofe to fee it. Soon 
after, Mr. Banks returned with them to the illand, where he 
fpent the reft of the day in examining its produce, which he 
found to be much the fame with that of Otaheitc. The people 
whom he faw theie alfo exactly refembled the inhabitants 
of that illand, and many of them were peifons whom he 
had feen upon it*, fo that all thofe whom he had dealt with, 
• knew of what his trading articles confided, and the value 
they bore. 

Scnday 4. The next morning, having ftruck the tents, they fet out on 
their return, and arrived at the fort before night. 

The obfervation was made with equal fucccfs by the per- 
fons whom I had fent to the eallward, and at the fort, there 
not being a cloud in the Iky from the riling to the fettingof 
the fun, the whole pafiage of the planet Venus over the 
fun’s dilk was obferved with great advantage by Mr. Green, 
Dr. Solander, and myfelf : Mr. Green’s tclefcope and mine 
were of the fame magnifying power, but that of Dr. Solan- 
der was greater. We all faw an atmotfphere or dulky cloud 
round the body of the planet, which very much difturbed 
the times of contadf, efpecially of the internal ones; and we 
differed from each other in our accounts of the times of the 
h conta& 5 . 
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conta&s much more than might have been expefted. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Green, 


The firft external contadl, or firft appearance of Venus 
on the Sun, was - 

The firft internal contact, or total immerfion, was - 
The fecond internal conta&, or beginning of the 
emerfion, * - - “ ■ 

The fecond external contaft, or total emerfion - 


Hours. Min. Sec. 

9 25 42 ? | 
9 44 . 4 31 

3 T 4 85 1 
3 32 toil 


The latitude of the obfervatory was found to be 170 zy 15" ; 
and the longitude 149 0 3a"3o"W. of Greenwich. A more 
particular account will appear by the tables, for which the 
reader is teferred to the Tranfaflions of the Royal Society, 
vol. lxi. part a. page 397 & feq. where they are illuflrated by 


a cut. 


But if we had reafon to congratulate ourfelves upon the 
fuccefs of our obfervation, we had fcarce lefs caufe to regrer 
, the diligence with which that time had been improved by 
fome of our people to another purpofe. While the attention 
of the officers was engrofled by the Tranfit of Venus, fome of 
the fhip’s company' broke into one of the ftore-rooms, and 
ftole a quantity of fpike nails, amounting to no lefs than one 
hundred weight : this was a matter of public and ferioUs 
concern ; for tliefe nails, if circulated by the people among 
the Indians, would do us irreparable injury, by reducing the 
value of iron, our ftaple commodity. One of the thieves 
was detefted, but only feven nails were found in bis cuftody. 
He was puniihed with two dozen lafhes, but would impeach 
none of his accomplices. 


141 

1769. 

June. 

1 


CH A-I^l 



LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 


«4S 


CHAP. XIV. 

The Ceremonies of an Indian Funeral particularly defer ibed t 
General Obferoations on the SubjeEl : A CharaSier found 
among the Indians to which the Ancients paid great V i- 
•aeration : A Robbery at the Fort , and its Gonfequcnces *, 
with a Specimen of Indian Cookery y and various Inci- 
dents, 

, 7 6 9 . the sth, we kept his Majefty’s birth-day; for though 

, June ' , K-J it is the 4th, \vc were unwilling to celebrate it 
Monday 5. during the abfence of the two parties who had been fent 
out to obferve the Tranfit. We had fevcral of the Indian 
Chiefs at our entertainment, who drank his Majefty's health 
by the name of Kihiargo, which was the nearefi imitation 
they could produce of King George. 

About this time died an old woman of fome rank, Who 
was related to Tomio, which gave us an opportunity to fee 
how they difpofed of the body, and confirmed us in our opi- 
nion that thefe people, contrary to the prefent cuftom of all 
other nations now known, never bury their dead. In the 
middle of a fmall fquare, neatly railed in with bamboo, the 
awning of a canoe was raifed upon two polls, and under 
this the body was depofited upon fuch a frame as has before 
been defenbed : it was covered with fine cloth, and near it 
was placed bread-fruit, iilh, and other provifions: we fup- 
pofed that the food was placed there for the fpirjt of the de- 
ceafed, and confequently, ,that tjjjefc Indians had fome con- 
fufed notion of a feparate Hate ; but upon our applying for 
„ further 



farther information to Tubourai Tamaide, he told us, that 1769 
the food was placed there as an offering to their gods. They « ^“ ne ‘ 
do not, however, fuppofe, that the gods eat, any more than Moaday 5 
the Jews fuppofed that Jehovah could dwell in a houfe: the 
offering is made here upon the fame principle as the Temple 
was built at Jerufaiem, as an expreflion of reverence and 
gratitude, and afohcitation of the more immediate prefence 
of the Deity. In the front of the area was a kind of ftile, 
where the relations of the deccafed flood to pay the tribute 
of their forrow; and under the awpingwere innumerable 
fmall pieces of cloth, on which the tears and blood of the " 
mourners had been fhed ; for in their paroxyfms of grief it 
is a univerfal cuflom to wound themfelves with the fhark’s 
tooth. AVitliin a few yards two occafional houfes were fer * , 
up, in one of which fome relations of the deceafed conflamly 
refided, and in the other the chief mourrier, who is ahvaj s 
a man, and who keeps there a very fingular tliefs in which 
a ceremony is performed that will be defenbed in its turn. 

Near the place where the dead are thus fet up to rot, the 
bones are afterwards buried. 

What can have introduced among thefe people the cuflom 
of .expofing their dead above ground, till the flefh is con- 
fumed by putrefaction, and then burying the bones, it is* 
perhaps impoffible to guefs , but it is remarkable, that ilium 
and Apollonius Rhodius impute a fimilar praChce to the an- 
cient inhabitants of Colchis, a country near Pontus in Afia, 
now called Mingrclia ; except that among them this manner 
of difpofing of the dead did not extend to both fexes : the 
women they buried ; but the men they mapped in a hide, 
and hung up in the air by a chain. This practice among the 
Colchians is referred to a religious caufe. The principal ob- 
jects of their worfhip were the Eaith and the Air ; and it is 
fuppofed that, in confequence of fome fuperfhtious notion, 
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J7&9- they devoted their dead to both. Whether the natives of 
t , otaheite had any notion of the fame kind we were never able 
Mondays- certa mly to deteimine j but we foon difeovered, that the re- 
pofitoiics of their dead were alfo places of worfhip. Upon 
this occafion it may be obferved, that nothing can be more 
abfuid than the notion that the happinefs or mifery of a fu- 
ture life depends, in any degree, upon the difpofition of the 
body when the date of probation is pad $ yet that nothing is 
moregeneral thanafolicitude about it. However cheap we may 
hold any funereal rites which cuftom has not familiarized, or 
fuperdition rendered facred, mod men gravely deliberate 
how to prevent their body from 'being broken by the mat- 
tock and devoured by the worm, when it is no longer ca- 
pable of fenfation; and purchafe a place for it in holy, 
ground, when they believe the lot of its future cxiftence to 
be irrevocably determined. So drong is the aflbeiation of 
t pleaCng or painful ideas with certain opinions and a&ions 
which a deed us while we live, that we involuntarily aft as if 
it was equally certain that they would affeft us in the fame 
manner when we aie dead, though this is an opinion that 
nobody will maintain. Thus it happens, that the defire of 
preferving from reproach even the name that we leave be- 
hind us, or of procuring it honour, is one of the mod power- 
ful principles of adtion, among the inhabitants of the mod 
fpeculativc and enlightened nations. Podhumous reputation, 
upon eveiy principle, mud be acknowledged to have no in- 
fluence upon the dead, yet the defne of obtaining and fe- 
curing it, no foice of leafon, no habits of thinking can fub- 
due, except in tliofe whom habitual bafenefs and guilt have 
rendered indifferent to honour and fhame while they lived. 
This indeed feems to be among the happy imperfe&ions of 
our nature, upon which the general good of focicty in a cer- 
tain meafure depends? for as fome crimes are fuppofed to 

be 



"be prevented by hanging the body of the criminal in chains 1769 
'after he is dead, fo in confcquence of the fame afiociation of * 
ideas, much good is procured to Society, and much evil pre- Monday 
vented, by-a defire of preventing difgrace or procuring ho- 
nour to a name, when nothing but a name remains. 

Perhaps no better nfc can be made of leading an account 
of manners altogether new, by which the follies and abfur- 
dities of mankind -are taken out of that particular connec- 
tion in which habit has reconciled them to us, than to con- 
fider in' how many infiances they are efientially the fame. 

AVhen an honefir.ilevotee of the Church of Rome reads, that 
•there are Indians on the banks of the Ganges, who believe 
that they Ihall fecure the happinefs of-a future Hate by 
dying with a cow’s tail in their hands, lie laughs at their 
folly and fuperfiition ; and if thefe Indians were to be told, 
that there are people upon the continent of Europe, who 
imagine that they Ihall derive the fame advantage from * 
.dying with rlie flipper of a Sr. Francis upon their foot, they > ' - 
> would laugh in their turn. But if, when the Indian heard \ 

.the account of the Catholic, and the Catholic that of the In- \ * 
dian, each was to reflect, that there was no difference be- * ' 
tween the abfurdity of the flipper and of the tail* hut that 1 
the veil of ‘prejudice and cuftom, which covered it in their 
•own cafe, was withdrawn m the other, they would turn their 
Icnowlcge to a profitable purpofe. 

Having obferved that bread-fruit had for fome days been 
brought in lefs quantities than ufual, we enquired the reafon ; 
und were told, that there being a great fhow of fruit upon the i 
trees, they had been thinned all at once, in order to make 
a kind of four paftc, which the natives call Mahie, and which, 
in confluence of having undergone a fermentation, will 
keep a confiderable time, antf fupply them with food when 
no ripe fruit is to be had. 
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1769 On the 10th, the ceremony was to be performed, in honour 
i^T c * of the old woman whofe fepulchral tabernacle has juft been 
Saturday jo. by the chief mourner; and Mr. Banks had fo 

great a curiofity to fee all the myftcrics of the folemnity, that 
he determined to take a part in it, being told, that he could 
he prefent upon no other condition. In the evening, there- 
fore, he tepaned to the place where the body lay, and was 
received by the daughter of the deceafed, and feveral other 
perfons, among whom was a boy about fourteen years old, 
who were toaffift in the ceicmony. Tubouiai Tamaidc was 
to be the principal mourner ; and his drefs, which was ex- 
tremely fantaftical, though not unbecoming, is reprefented 
by a figui c in one of the plates. Mr. Banks was fti ipped of Ill's 
European clothes, and a fmall piece of cloth being tied round 
his middle, his body was fmeared with charcoal and water, 
as low as the fhoulders, till it was as black as that of a ne- 
groe : the fame operation was performed upon feveral others, 
among whom weie fome women, who weie reduced to a 
ftate as near to nakednefs as liimfclf j the boy was blacked 
all over, and then the proceffion fet forward. Tubourai\; 
Tamaide utteicd fomething, which was fuppofed to be a 
prayer, near the body ; and did the fame when he came up 
to his own houfe . when this was done, the proceflion was 
continued towards the fort, pei million having been obtained 
to approach it upon this occafion. It is the cuftom of the 
Indians to fly from thefe procefllons with the utmoft preci- 
pitation, fo that as foon as tliofe who weie about tliefoit, 
faw it at a diftancc, they hid themfclves in the woods. It 
proceeded from the fort along the fhorei' and put to Eight 
another body of Indians, confiding of more than an hun- 
died, every one hiding himfelf under the firft flicker that he 
could find: it then crofled the liver, and entered the Woods, 
palling feveral houfes, all which weie deferred, and not a 

Angle 
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Cngle Indian could be fecn during the reft of the proccflion/ *769, . 
"which continued more than half an hour.. The office that Mr. < Ja ° ft 
Banks performed, was called that of/ the Nineveh , of which Saturda? 
there were two befides himfelf ; and the natives having all 
disappeared, they came to the chief mourner, and fatd 
imntata , there are no people, after which the company was 
difmifted to wafli themfelves in the river, and put on their 
cuftomary apparel. * 

On the 1 2th, complaint being made to me, by Some of the Monday iz. 
natives, that two of the feamen had taken from'thcm feveial v *' 

bows and arrows, and fome firings of plaited hair, I ex- 
amined the matter, and finding the charge well fupported, 

I punifhed each of the criminals with two dozen lafhes. ‘ l% 

Their bows and arrows have not been mentioned befoie, 
nor were they often brought down to the fort: This day, 
however, Tubourai Tamaide brought down his, in confe- 
1 quence bf a challenge which he had received from Mr. Gore. 

The Chief fuppofed it was to try who could fend the airow 
fartheft; Mr. Gore, who beft could hit a mark: and as Mr. 

'Gore did not value himfelf upon /hooting to a great diffance, 
nor the Chief upon hitting a mark, there was no trial of 
fkill between them. Tubourai Tamaide, however, to fhew 
us what he could do, drew his bow, and fent an anow, none 
of which are feathered, twohundiedand feventy-four yards, 
which is fomething more than a feventh, and fomethmg lefs 
than a IKth part of a mile. Their manner of fhooting is * 
fpmewhat lingular ; they kneel down, and the moment the 
arrow is difeharged, .drop the bow. 

Mr/ Banks, in’ his morning walk this day, met a number 
-of the natives whom, upon enquiiy, he found to be tia\ el- 
ling tn\i{Lcian&*, and having learnt where they were to be at 
night, we allrepahed to the place. The band conftfted of 
11 2 / «• two 
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two flutes and three drums, and we found a great number 
of people aflembled upon the. occafion. The drummers ac- 
companied the mufick with their voices, and, to our great 
furprize, we difcovered that we were generally the fubjedk 
of the fong. We did not expert to have found among the 
uncivilized inhabitants of this fequeftered fpot, a character, 
which has been the fubj’e<fl of fuch praife and veneration, 
where genius and knowlege have been moft confpicuous 
yet thefe were the bards or minflrels of Otaheite. Their 
fong was unpremeditated, and accompanied with mufick; 
they were continually going about fiom place to place, and 
they were rewarded by the mafter of the houfe, and the au- 
dience, with fuch things as one wanted and the other coulcl 
fpare. 


\Yedj1eC14. On the 14th, we were biought into new difficulties and' 
inconvenience by another robbery at the fort. In the middle 
of the night, one of the natives conuivcd to fleal an iron 
coal- take, that was made ufe of for the oven. It happened 
to be fet up againfl the infide of the wall, fo that the top of 
the handle was vifible fiom without ; and we were informed 
that the thief, who had been feen lurking theie in the even- 
ing, came fecretly about three o'clock in the morning, and,, 
watching his opportunity when the ceminel’s back was 
turned, very dexteroufly laid hold of it with a long crooked 
flick, and drew it over the wall. I thought it of feme confe- 
quence, if poffible, to put an end to thefe practices at once, 
by doing fomething that fliould make it the common intereft 
of the natives themfclves, to prevent them* I had given 
ftri£t orders that they fliould not be fired upon, even when 
dete&ed in thefe attempts, for which I had many reafons: 
the common centinels were by no means lit to be entrufied 
with a power of life and death, to be exerted whenever they 
fliould think fit, and I had already experienced that they 
5 * were 
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wcre ready to take away the lives that were in their power, '769. 
upon the flighted occafion ; neither indeed did I think that » 
the thefts which thefc people committed againft’us, were, in "* dncr "' 4 -, 
them, crimes worthy of death: that thieves are hanged in 
England, ! thought no rcafonwhy they fliould be Ihot'in 
Otaheite: becaufe, with rcfpeflto the natives, it would hate 
been an execution by a law ex pojl fnHo.- they had no fuch 
law among themfelves, and it did not appear to me that we 
had any right to make fuch a law for them. That they 
fliould abftain from theft, or be puniflied with death, was 
not one of the conditions under which they claimed the ad- 
vantages of civil fociety, as it is among us; and aslwasnor 
willing to expofc them to fire-arms, loaded with fliot, neither 
could I perfectly approve of firing only with powdei: at 
firft, indeed, the noife and the fmoke would alarm them, 
but when they found that nomifehief followed, they would 
he led to defpife the weapons themfelves, and proceed to in- 
fuhs, which would make it neccfiary to put them to the tefi r 
and from which they would be deterred.by the very fight of 
a gun, if it was never ufed but with efletft. At this time, an 
accident furniflied me with what I thought a happy expe- 
dient. It happened that above twenty of their failing canoes 
were juft come in with a fupply of fiih: upon thefe I imme- 
diately feized, and bringing diem into the river behind the: 
fort, gave publick notice, that except the lake, and all the 
reft of the tilings which from time to time had been ftolen, 
were returned, the canoes fliould be burnt. This menace I 
ventured to publifli, though I had no defign to put it into 
execution, making no doubt but that it was well known in 
whore pofleflion the flolen goods were, and that as reftitution 
was thus made a common caufe, they would all of them in 
a. Ihott time be brought back. A lift of the things was made 
out, confining principally of the rake, the mufquet which 

had 
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had been taken from the marine when the Indian was Ihot ; 
the piftols which Mr. Banks loft with his clothes at Atahou- 
rou » a fword belonging to one of the petty officers, and the 
water calk. About, noon, the rake was reft ored, and great 
foYichanon was made for the releafe of the canoes; but I ftiU 
infilled upon my original condition. The next day came, 
and nothing farther was reftored, at which I was much fur- 
prifed, for the people were in the utmoft diftrefs for the filh, 
which in a Ihort time would be fpoilt j I was, therefore, re- 
duced to a difagrceablc fituation, either of releaftng the ca- 
noes, contrary to what I had folcmnly and publickly declared, 
or to detain them, to the great injury of thole who were in- 
nocent, without anfwcring any good purpofe to ourfelves : 
as a temporary expedient, I permitted them to take the filh ; 
but ftiU detained the canoes. This very licence, however, 
was productive of new confufion and injury ; for, it not 
being cafy at once to diftinguifh to what particular perfons 
the feveral lots of ftfti belonged, the canoes were plundered, 
under favour of this circumftance, by thofc who had no 
right to any parr of their cargo. Moll prefling inftanecs were 
fUll made that the canoes might be reftored, and I having 
now the greateft reafon to believe, cither that the things for 
which I detained them were not in the illand, or that thofc 
who fullered by their detention had not fufficicnt influence 
over the thieves to picvail upon them to relinquifh their 
booty, determined at length to give them up, not a little 
mov tified at the bad fuccefs of my project. 

Another accident alfo about this time was, notwithftand- 
, ing all our caution, very near embroiling us with the In- 
dians. I fent the boat on fliore with an officer to get ballaft 
for the fhip, and not immediately finding Hones convenient 
for the putpofe, he began to pull down fome part of an in-, 
clofurc'whcie they deposited the bones of their dead: this 
‘ . 7 the 
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the Indians violently oppofed, and a meffengcr came down 1769. 
to the tents to acquaint the officers that they would not ' — 
^fuffer it. Mr. Banks immediately lepaircd to the place, ThurWa/ '* 
and an amicable end was foon put to the difpute, by fending 
the boat’s crew to the river, where Rones enough were to be 
gathered without a paflibility of giving offence. It is very 
remaikable, that thefe Indians appeared to be muchmoie 
jealous of what was done to the dead than the living. This ** 
was the only meafure in which they ventured to oppofe us, 
and the only infult that was offered to any individual among 
us was upon a fimilar occafion. Mr. Monkhoufe happening 
one day to' pull a flower -from a tree which grew in one of 
their fepulchral inclofures, an Indian, whole jealoufy had 
probably been upon the watch, came fuddenly behind him, 
and ftruck him : Mr. Monkhoufe laid hold of him, but he 
was inflantly refeued by two more, who took hold of Mr. 
Monkhoufe’s hair, and forced him to quit his hold of ’their 
companion, and then ran away without offering him any 
farther violence. 

In the evening of the 19th, while the canoes were Rill de- Monday 19 , 
tained, we received a vifit from Oberea, which furprifed us 
not a little, as flie brought with her none of the things that 
had been Rolen, and knew that flie was fufpedted of having 
fome of them in her cuRody. She faid indeed, that her fa- 
vourite Obadce, whom /he had beaten and difmifled, had 
taken them away ; but flie feemed confcious, that Rte had 
no right to be believed: fhe difcoveicd the RrongeR flgns of 
fear, yet flie furmounted it with aflonifhing refolution ; and 
was very prefling to fleep with her attendants in Mr. Banks’s 
tent. In this, however, fhe was not giatified; the affair of 
the jackets was too recent, and the tent was befides filled 
with other people. No body elfc feezed willing to entertain 

ler. 
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1769. her, and ihc thcicfore, with gi eat appearance of moitifica- 

. » tion and difappointmcnt, fpent the night in her canoe. 

Tutrdaj 33. The next morning eaily, lhe returned to the fort, with' 
her canoe and every thing that it contained, putting- herfelf 
wholly into our power, with fomethinglikegreatners of mind, 
which excited our wonder and admiration. As the mod ef- 
fectual means to bring about a reconciliation, flic prefented 
ns with a hog, and feveral other things, among which was a 
dog. We had lately learnt, that thefe animals were elleemed 
by the Indians as mote delicate food than their pork; and 
upon this occafion we determined to try the experiment: the 
dog, which was very fat, we configned over toTupia, who 
undertook to perform the double office of butcher and cook. 
He killed him by holding his hands clofe ovei his mouth and 
nofe, an operation winch continued above a quarter of an 
hour. While this was doing, a hole was made in the ground 
about a foot deep, in which aliic was kindled, and fome fmall 
ilones placed in layets alternately with the wood to heat; the 
dog was then ftnged, by holding him over the fire, and, by 
lefaping him with a ihell, the hair taken off as dean as if he 
had been fealded in hot water: he was then cut up with the 
fame inllrument, and his entrails being taken out, were 
lent to the fea, where being carefully walhed, they were put 
into cocoa-nut fcells, with what blood had come from the 
. body: when the hole was fufficicntly heated, the fire was 
taken out, and fome of the ilones, which were not fo hot as 
to difcolour any thing that they touched, being placed at the 
bottom, were covered with green leaves: the dog, with 
the entrails, was then placed upon the leaves, and other 
leaves being laid upon them, the whole was covered with 
the red of the hot Hones, and the mouth of the hole clofe 
flopped with mould: in.fomewhat lefs than four hours it 


was 
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■was again opened, and the dog taken out excellently baked, 
and we all agreed that he made a very good difli. The dogs 
which are here bred to be eaten, tafte no animal food, but are 
kept wholly upon bread-fruit,- cocoa-nuts, yams, and other 
vegetables of the like kind : all the flefli and fi£h eaten by 
the inhabitants is dreffed in the fame way. 

On the sift, we were vifited at the fort by a Chief, called wedaef, 
Oamo, whom we had never feen before, and who was treated 
by the natives with uncommon refpedt ; he brought with him 
a boy about feven years old, and a young woman about 
fixteen : the boy was carried upon a man’s back, which we 
confidercd as a piece of ftatc, for he was as well able to walk 
as any prefent. As foon as they were in fight, Oberea, and 
feveral other natives who were in the fort, went out to meet 
them, having firlluncoveicd their heads and bodies as low 
as the waift: as they came on, the fame ceremony was per- 
foimed by all the natives who were without the fort. Un- 
covering the body, therefore, is in this country probably a 
mark of refpett ; and as all parts are here expofed with equal 
indifference, the cciemony of uncovering it fiom the waift 
downwards, which was peiformed by Oorattooa, might be 
nothing more than a different mode of compliment, adapted 
to perfons of a different rank. The Chief came into the tent, 
but no entreaty could prevail upon the young woman to fol- 
low him, though flic feemed to refufe contrary to her inclina- 
tion: the natives without were indeed all very folicitous to 
prevent her; fomerimes, when her refolution feemed to fail, 
almoft ufing force: the boy alfo they ldliained in the fame 
manner; but Dr. Solandcr happening to meet him at t »c 
gate, took him by the hand, and led him in ^ * JC 

people were awatc of it: as foon, however, as t 
wci c within faw him, they took care to hate 1C4 “ OJ " 
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1769. Thefc circumftances having ihongly excited our cariofity, 
1 -j .we enquired who they were, and were informed, that Oamo 
itcdnef. was t j lg ia u fb an< j 0 f oberea, though they had been a long 
time feparated by mutual confent ; and that the young wo- 
man and the boy were their childreir. We learnt alfo, that 
the boy, whofe name was Terridiri, was heir apparent to 
the fovereignty of the ifland, and that his filler was intended, 
for his wife, the marriage being deferred only till he fliould 
arrive at a proper age. The foveteign at this time was a 
fbn of \Vha.ppaj, whofe name was Outou, and who, as before 
has been obfetved, was a minor. Whappai, Oamo, and Too- 
tahah, were brothers: Whappai was the eldeft, and Oamo the 
Jecond; fo that, Whappai having no child but Outou, Terri- 
diti, the Ion of his next brother Oamo, was heir to the fove- 
leignty. It will, perhaps, feem ftrange that a boy fliould be 
fovercign during the life of his father; but, according to the 
cultom of the country, a child fucceeds to ^father’s title and 
authority as foon as it is born : a regent is then defied, and 
the father of the new fovereign is generally continued in his 
authority, under that title, till his child is of age ; but, at 
this time, the choice had fallen upon Tootahah, the uncle, 
in confequence of his having diftinguilhed himfelf in a war. 
Oamo afkcd many queflions concerning England and its in- 
habitants, by which he appeared to have great fhrewdnefs 
and underftanding, 


CHAP. 



ROUND THE ‘WORLD. 


*55 


C H 'A P. XV. 

An Account of the Ctrcumnavigatton of the Ifand 3 anil 
va ? ions bidden ts that happened during the Expedition ; 

* fivti h a Defcription of a Burj ing-phice and Place of 
Worfdp, called a Moral. , 

O N Monday the a 5 th, about three o'clock in the morn- 1769. 

ing, I let out in the pinnace, accompanied by Mr. ■ ^ un !_ . 
Banks, to make the circuit of the ifland, with a view to Mon<ra / z6 * 
{ketch out the coaft and harbours. We took our route to the 
eaftward, and about eight in the forenoon we went on ihorc, 
in a diftrift called Oahounue, which is governed by Ahio, a 
young Chief, whom wc had often feen at the tents, and who 
favoured us with his company to breakfaft. Here alfo we 
found two othernatives of our old acquaintance, Titueoaco 
and Hoona, who carried us to their houfes, near which we 
faw the body of the old woman, at whofe funeral rites Mr. 

Banks had aflifted, and which had been removed hither from 
the fpot where it was full depofited, this place having de-^ 
feended from her by inheritance to Hoona, and it being ne- 
ceflary on that account that it fhould lie here. f We then , 
proceeded on foot, the boat attending within call, to the 
harbour in which Mr. Bougainville lay, called 'Oh idea; 
where the natives {hewed us the ground upon which his 
people pitched their tent, and the brOok at which they wa- 
tered, though no trace of them remained, except the holes 
where the poles of the tent had been fixed, and a fmall piece 
of potflieard, which Mr. Banks found in looking nanowdy 
about the fpot. 'We met, however, with Orette, a Chief. 

X a ' who 
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who was their principal friend, and whofc brother Outor- 
1 rou went away with them. 

This harbour lies on the well fide of a great bay, under 
flieltcr of a fmall illand called Boourou, near which is ano- 
ther called Taawirrii ; the breach in the reefs is here very 
large, but the fheltcr for the lhips is not the bell. 

' Soon after we had examined this place, we took boat, and 
alked Tituboalo to go with us to the other fide of the bay ; 
but he refufed, and advifed us not to go, for he faid the 
country there was inhabited by people who were not fubjedt 
to Tootahah, and who would kill both him and us. Upon 
receiving this intelligence, we did not, as may be imagined, 
relinquilh our enterpnze ; but we immediately loaded our 
pieces with ball : this was fo well underflood by Tituboalo 
as a precaution which rendered us formidable, that he now 
confented to be of our party. 

Having rowed till it was dark, we reached a low neck of 
land, or ifthmus, at the bottom of the bay, that divides the 
illand into two peninfulas, each of which is a diftridt or go- 
vernment wholly independent of the other. From Port- 
ltoyal, where the Ihip was at anchor, the coall trends E. byS. 
and E.S.E. ten miles, then S. byE. and S. eleven miles to 
the ifthmus. In the foil diredtion, the Ihore is in general 
open to the fea ; but in the laft it is covered by reefs of rocks, 
which form feveral good harbours, with fafe anchorage, in 
16 , 18, zo, and 24 fathom of water, with other conveniences. 
As we had not yet got into our enemy’s country, we deter- 
mined to lleep on Ihore : we landed, and though we found 
but few houfes, we faw feveral double canoes whofc own- 
ers wete well known to us, and who ptovided us with fup- 
per and lodging ; of which Mr. Banks was indebted for his 
’ ihare 
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{hare to Ooratooa, the lady who had paid him her compli- 1769. 
merits in fo lingular a manner at the fort. . Jaae ' 


In the morning, we looted about the country, and found Taefday 37 . 
it to be a marfhy flat, about two miles over, acrofs which the 
natives haul their canoes to the correfponding bay on the 
other fide. We then piepared to continue our rout for what 
Tituboalo called the other kingdom ; he faid that the name 
of it was Tiarrabou, or Otaheite Ete; and that of the 
Chief who governed it, Waheatua:' upon this occafion alfo, 

Wc learnt that the name of the peninfula where we had 
taken our ftation was Opoureonu, or Otaheite Nue. Our 
new afiociate feemed to be now in better ipirits than he had 
been the day before ; the people in Tiarrabou would not kill 
us, he faid, but he allured us that we Ihould be able to pro- 
em e no victuals among them ; and indeed we had feen no 
bread-fruit fince we fet out. 


After rowing a few miles, we landed in a diftridt, which 
was the dominion of a Chief called Mabaitata, the bury- 
ing-place of men; wliofe father’s name was Pahairedo, the 
Healer of boats. Though thefe names feemed to favour the 
account that had been given by Tituboalo, we foon found 
that it was not true. Both the father and the fon received 
us with the gicateft civility, gave us provilions, and, after 
fomc delay, fold us a very large hog for a hatchet. A crowd 
foon gathered round us, but we faw only two people that we 
knew; neither did we obferve a fingle bead or ornament 
among them that had come from our Ihip, though we law 
feveral things which had been brought from Europe. In one 
of the houfes lay two twelve-pound fhot, one of which was 
marked with the broad arrow of England, though the people 
faid they had them from the Ihips that lay in Bougainville’s 
harbour. 

*VVe 
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1769- We proceeded on foot till we came to the diftrift which 
, J “°-' . was immediately under the government of the principal 
Tocflay 17. Qjj e f t or King of the peninfula, Waheatua. Waheatua 
had a fon, but whether, according to the cultom of Opou- 
reonu, he adminifteted the government as regent, or in his 
own light, is uncertain. This diftrif): confifls of a laige and 
fertile plain, watered by a river fo wide, that we were 
obliged to ferry over it in a canoe ; our Indian train, how- 
ever, chofe to fwim, and took to the water with the fame 
facility as a pack of hounds. In this place we faw no houfe 
that appeared to be inhabited, but the ruins of many, that 
had been veiy large. We pioceeded along the fliore, which 
forms a bay, called Oaetipeha, and at lad we found the 
Chief fitting near fame pretty canoe awnings, under which, 
we fuppofed, he and his attendants ilept. He was a thin 
old man, with a very white head and beard, and had with 
him a comely woman, about five and twenty years old, 
whofe name was Toudiode. Wc had often heard the name 
of this woman, and, fiom lcpou and obfervation, we had 
reafon to think that fhe was the Obekei of this peninfula. 
From this place, between which and the iftlimus there arc 
other harbours, foi med by the reefs that lie along tile fliore, 
wheic Clipping may lie in perfefl fecurity, and fiom whence 
the land trends S.S. E. and S. to the S.E. part of the ifland, 
. we were accompanied by Tearee, the fon of Waheatua of 
whom we had purchafed a hog, and the country we palled 
through appeared to be moie cultivated than any we had 
feen in otherparts of the ifland : the biooks were evei y where 
banked into narrow channels with (lone, and the fliore had 
alfo a facing of ftone, where it was wa£hed by the fea. The 
lioufes were neither large nor numerous, but the canoes that 
were hauled up along the ihoie were almoft innumerable, 
and fupeiior to any that we had feen before, both in Cze and’ 
’ • ' make; 
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mate; they were longer, the floras were higher, and the *769. 
awnings were fupported by pillars. At almoft every point 
there was a fepulchral building, and there were many of Toefdaj ' 2 '*' 
them alfo in land. They were of the fame figure as thofe in 
Opoureonu* but they were cleaner and better kept, and deco- 
rated with many carved boards, which were fet upright, 
and on the top of which were various figures of biids and 
men: on one in paiticular, there was the leprefentation of 
a: cock, which was painted red and yellow, to imitate the fea- 
thers of that animal,' and rude images of men were, in fortie 
of them, placed'one upon the head of another. But in this 
part of the country, however fertile and cultivated, we did 
not fee a fingle biead-fruit; the trees were entirely bare, and 
the inhabitants feemed to fubfift 'principally upon nuts wliicli 
are not unlike a chefnut, and' which they call ' Jlhce. 

When we had walked till^ we were weary, we called up 
the boat, but both our Indians, Tituboalo andTuahow, were 
milling : they had, it feems, flayed behind at Waheatua's, ex- 
pecting us to return thither, in confequence of a promife 
which had been extorted from us, and which we. had it not 
in our power to fulfil. 

Teai cc, however, and another, embarked 'with us, and we 
proceeded till wc came a-breaft of a fraall ifland called ' I : 

0 tooakeit£; it being then dark, we determined to land,, 
and our Indians conducted us to a place where they faid we 
might fleep . it was a deferred houfc, and near it was a little 
cove, in which the boat might lie with great fafety and con- 
venience. We were, however, in want of provifions, having 
been very fpanngly fupphed fince we fet out; and Mr. 

Banks immediately went into the woods to fee whether any 
could be procured. As it was 'dark,- he met with no people, 
and could find but one fioufe that was Inhabited: a breads 
6 fruit’ 
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yH- fruit and a half, a few Alices, and fome fire, were all that 
v — s~~ — -t it afforded i upon which, with a duck or two, and a few 
•May , 7 . cur j; euSj we ma j e our f U pp er> which, if not fcanty, was 
difagteeable, by the want of bread, with which we had 
negle&ed to fumifh ourfelves, as we depended upon meeting 
with bread-fruit, and took up our lodging under the awning 
of a canoe belonging to Tearee, which followed us. 

Wednet, as. The next morning, after having fpent fome time in an- 
other fruitlefs attempt to procure a fupply of provifions, we 
proceeded tound the fouth eafl point, part of which is not 
covered by any reef, but lies open to the fea ; and heie the 
hill rifes direflly from the fliore. At the fouthermoft part of 
the ifland, thefhore is again covered by a reef, which forms 
a good harbour; and the land about it is very fertile. We 
made this rout partly on foot and partly in the boat: when 
we had walked about three milc^, we arrived at a place 
where we faw fcveral large canoes, and a number of people 
with them, whom we were agreeably furprifed to find were 
of pur intimate acquaintance. Here, with much difficulty, 
wc procured fome cocoa-nuts, and then embarked, taking 
with us Tuahow, one of the Indians who had waited for 11s at 
Wahcatua’s, and had returned the night before, long after it 
was dark. 


When we came a-breaft of the fouth-eafi end of the ifland, 
we went alhore, by the advice of our Indian guide, who told 
us that the countiy was rich and good. The Chief, whofe 

tor: v rtTn TH,iBo i roon came down to us> bm *«n«d 

to be a total ftranger both ,0 us and to our trade: his fub- 
jefls, however brought us plenty of cocoa-nuts, and about 
twenty b.ead-fru.t. The bread-fiui, we bought at a ve^ 

whichT’ but f hl T ccUcncy fold U5 a p’s fOT a bottS 
Ch l>e preferred to every thing clfe that we could give 

him. 
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him. Wc found in his pofleffion a goofe and a turkey-cock, 
which, we were informed, had been left upon the ifland by 
the Dolphin: they were both enorraoufly fat, and fo tame 
that they followed the Indians, who were fond of them to 
cxcefs, wherever they went. 


Wedaef. z<iJ 


In a long houfe in this neighbourhood, we faw what was 
altogether new to us. At one end of it, fattened to a femi- 
circular board, hung fifteen human jaw-bones; they ap- 
peared to be frefh, and there was not one of them that 
wanted a finglc tooth. A fight fo extraordinary, ftrongly ex- 
cited our cut Lofity, and we made many enquiries about it 
but at this time could get no information, for the people 
either could not, or would not underhand us. 


When we left this place, the Chief, Mathiabo, defired leave 
to accompany us, which was readily granted. He continued 
with us the remainder of the day, and proved very ufeful, 
by piloting us over the fhoals. In the evening, we opened 
the bay on the north weft fide of the ifland, which anfwered 
to that on the fouth caft, fo as at the ifthmus, or carrying- 
place, almoft to interfedt the ifland, as I have obferved 
before; and when we had coaftcd about two-thirds of it, wc 
determined to go on fhore for the night. We faw a large 
houfe at fome diftancc, which, Mathiabo informed us, be- 
longed to one of his friends; and foon after fcvcral canoes 
came off to meet us, having on bortrd fome very handfome 
women, who, by their behavioui, feemed to have been fent 
to entice us on fhore. As we had before refolvcd to take up 
our rcfidcnce here for the night, little invitation was necef- 
fary. We found that the houfe belonged to the Chief of the 
•ciiftridf, whole name was Wivrnou : he received us in a very 
friendly manner, and ordered his people to aflift us in 
diefling our provision, of which wc had now got a tolerable 
Vol. II. Y 
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1769. flock. When oui fupper was ready, we were conduced into 
that part of the houfe wheie Wivcrou was fitting, in order to 
Wfdncr. s«. eat | t . Mathiabo fupped with us, and Wivcrou calling for his 
fupper at the fame time, we cat our meal very fociably, and 
with great good-humour. When it was over, we began to 
enquire where we were to fleep, and a part of the houfe 
was fhewn us, of which wc were told we might tal$e poflef- 
fion for that purpofe. We then fent for our cloaks, and Mr. 
Banks began to undrefs, as his cuftom was, and, with a pre- 
caution which he had been taught by the lofs of the jackets 
at Atahourou, fent his clothes aboard the boat, propofing to 
cover liimfelf with a piece of Indian cloth. When Mathiabo 
perceived what was doing, he alfo pretended to want a 
cloak ; and, as he had behaved very well, and done us fome 
fcrvice, a cloak was ordered for him. We lay down, and 
obferved that Mathiabo was not with us ; but wc fuppofed 
that he was gone to bathe, as the Indians always do before 
they fleep. We had not waited long, however, when an In- 
dian, who was a ftranger to us, came and told Mr. Banks, 
that the cloak and Mathiabo had difappeaied together. This 
man had fo far gained our confidence, that wc did not at firft 
believe the report; but it being foon after confirmed by 
Tualiow, our own Indian, we knew no time was to be lofi. 
As it was impoffiblc for us to purfue the thief with any hope 
of fuccefs* without the afiiftance of the people about us, Mr. 
Banks ftarred up, and telling our cafe, required them to re- 
cover the cloak; and to enforce his requifidon, fhewed one 
of his pocket piftols, which he always kept about him. 
Upon^ die fight of the ptftol, the whole company took the 
alarm, and, inflead of afiifling to catch the thief, or recover 
what had been flolen, began with great precipitation to leave- 
the place , one of them, however, was feized, upon which 
he immediately offered to duett the chace. I fet out there- 
fore 
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fore with Mr. Banks, and though we ran all the way, the 
alarm had got before us, for in about ten minutes we met a 
man biinging back the cloak, which the thief had telin- 
quilhed in great terror; and as we did not then think fit to 
continue the purfuit, he made his cfcape. When we teturncd, 
we found the hoitfe, in which there had been between two 
and three hundred 'people, entirely defcrted. It being, 
however, foon known that we had no refentment againtl 
any body but Mathiabo, the Chief Wiverou, our hold, with 
his wife and many others, returned, and took up their lodg- 
ing with us for the night. In this place, however, we were 
deftined to more confuGon and trouble, for about five o'clock 
in the morning our fentry alarmed us, with an account that 
the boat was miffing: he had feen her, he faid, about half 
an hour before, at her grappling, which was not above fifty 
yards from the fltore ; but upon hearing the found of oars, 
he had looked out again, and could fee nothing of her. 
At this account we ftarted up greatly alarmed, and ran to 
the water fide: the morning was clear and liar light, fo that 
we could fee to a confiderable difiance, but there was no ap- 
pearance of the boat. Our fituation was now fuch as might 
juftify the moll terrifying apprehenfions ; as it was a dead 
calm, and we could not therefore fuppofc her to have 
broken from hei grappling, we had great rcafon to fear that 
the Indians had attacked her, and finding the people afleep, 
had fucceedcd in their enterprize: we were but four, with 
only one mufquct and two pocket pifiols, without a fparc 
ball or charge of powder for either. In this ftatc of anxiety 
and diftrefs we remained a confiderable time, cxpedling the 
Indians e,very moment to improve their advantage, when, to 
our unlpcakable fatisfa&ion, we faw the bo'at return, which 
bad been \lrivcn from her grappling by the tide; a cir- 
Y a cumftancc 
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1769. cumftancc 10 which, in our confufion and furprifc, we did 
v_2l^l_i not advei t. 

Tiijrfjay 29. As foon as the Boat returned, we got our breakfaft, and 
were impatient to leave the place, left Come other vexatious 
accident fhould befal us. It is fituated on the north fide of 
Tiarrabou, the fouth call pcninfula, or divifion, of the 
illand, and at the dillance of about five miles fouth call from 
the iflhmus, having a large and commodious harbour, infe- 
rior to none in the illand, about which the land is very rich 
in produce. Notwithflanding we had had little communica- 
tion with this divifion, the inhabitants every where received 
us In a fiicndly manner; we found the whole of it feitile 
and populous, and, to all appearance, in a mote llourilhing 
Ante than Opoutconu, though it is not above one fourth part 
as huge. 

The next dilhift in which we landed, was the laft in Ti- 
arrabou, and governed by a Chief, whole name we under- 
flood to be Omoc. Omoc was building a houfc, and being 
therefore very defuous of procuring a hatchet, he would 
have been glad to have purchafcd one with any thing that 
- he had in his polfeflion ; it happened, however, lathei unfor- 
tunately for him and us, that we had not one hatchet left in 
the boat. We offered to trade with nails, but he would not 
part with any thing in exchange for them , we therefore re- 
imbarked, and put off our boat, but the Chief being unwil- 
ling to rchnquilh all hope of obtaining fomething from us 
that would be of ufe to him, embaikcd in a canoe, with his 
wife Whanno-ouda, and followed us. After fome time, 
wc took them into the boat, and when we had rowed about 
a league, they defired we would put ailiore : wc immediately 
.complied with his requefl, and found fome of his people 
7 who 
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who had brought down a very large hog. We were as un- 
willing tolofc the hog, as the Chief was to part with us, and 
it was indeed worth the bell axe we had in the (hip; we there- 
fore hit upon an expedient, and told him, that if he would 
bring his hog to the fort at Matavai, the Indian name for 
Port Royal bay, he Ihould have a large axe, and a nail into 
the bargain, for his trouble. To- this propofal, after having 
confultcd with his wife, he agreed, and gave us a large piece 
of his country cloth as a pledge thap he would perfotm his 
agreement, which, however, he never did. 

At this place we faw a very fingularcuriofify- it was the- 
figure of a man, conftrulted of ba/ket work, rudely made, 
but not ill defigned ; it was fomething more than feven feet 
high, and rather too bulky in proportion to its height. The 
wicker fkcleton was completely covered with feathers, 
which were white where the /kin was to appear, and black in 
the parts which it is their cuftom to'paint or flam, and upon 
‘the head, where there was to be a reprefentation of hair: 
upon the head alfo were four protuberances, three in front and 
one behind, which we fhould have called horns, but which 
the Indians dignified with the name of Tate Ete, little 
men. The image was called Manioe, and was faid to be 
the only one of the kind in Otaheite. They attempted to 
give us an explanation of its ufe and defign, but wc had not 
then acquired enough of their language to underfland them. 
We learnt, however, afterwards, that it was a reprefentation 
of Mauwe, one of their Eatuas, or gods of the fccond clafs. 

After having fettled our affairs with Omoe, wc proceeded 
on our return, and foon icached Opoureonu, the north-weft 
peninfula. After rowing a few miles, wc went on fiiorc 
again, but the only thing we faw worth notice, was a repo- 
fitory for the dead, uncommonly decorated: the pavement 

was. 
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1-69. -was extremely neat, anti upon it xvas raffed a pyramid, about 
■ ' five feet high, which tvas intircly coveted with the fruits of 

TtaiOi/jj. two j,i anlS) peculiar to the country. Near the pyramid was 
a fmall image of Hone, of very rude xvorltmanfitip, and the 
firil itillanccof carving in (lone that we had feen among tltcfc 
people. They appeared to fet a high value upon it, for it 
was covered from* the weather by a flted, that had been 
erected on pttrpofe. 

We proceeded in the boat, and palled through the only 
harbour, on the foutlt fide of Opourconu, that is fit for flop- 
ping. It is fituated about five miles to the wefiward of the 
iilhmus, between two fmall iflands that lie near the fltorc, 
and about a mile diftant from each other, and affords good 
anchorage in eleven and twelve fathom water. We were 
now not far from the diflrift called Pai-arra, which belonged 
to our ftiends O.irno andObcrca, where xvc propofed to ficcp. 
We went on fltorc about an hour before night, and found 
..that they were both ahfern, having left their habitations to 
pay us a vifit at Matavai : this, however, did not alter our 
purpofc, xvc took up our quarters at the houfc of Obcrca, 
which, though fmall, was very neat, and at this time had 
no inhabitant but her father, who received us with looks 
that bid us xvclcomc. Having taken pofleflion, xvc xxxrc 
willing to improve the little day-light that xxas left us, and 
therefore walked out to a point, upon which we had feen, at 
a diflancc, trees that arc here called Elea, which generally 
diiUnguifh the places xvhcrc thefe people bury the bones of 
their dead: their name forfuch burying-grounds, xvhicharc 
alfo places of xx’orlhip, is Mor ai. We were foon ilruck xvitli 
the fight of an enormous pile, xvhich, we were told, was 
the Moral of Oamo and Qbcrca, and the principal piece of 
Indian architcflurc in the illand. It xvas a pile of Hone 
xvork, raifed pyramidically, upon an oblong bafe, or Iquarc, 

1 two 



two hundred and fixty-fcven feet long, and eighty-fevcn 1769. 
wide. It was built like the fmall pyramidal mounts upon 
which we fometimes fix the pillar of a fun-dial, where each ThDrf ky* 9 - 
fide is a flight of Reps ; the fleps, however, at the fides, were 
broader than thofe at the ends, fo that it terminated not in a * 

fquare of the fame figure with the bafe, but m a ridge, like 
the roof of a houfc: there were eleven of thefe fleps, each of 
which was four feet high, fo that the height of the pile was 
forty-four feet ; each flep was formed of one courfe of white 
coral done, which was neatly fquared and pohlhed, the reft 
of the mafs, for there was no hollow within, confificd of 
round pebbles, which, from the regularity of their figure, 
feemed to have been wrought. Some of the coral flones 
were very large j we meafured one of them, and found ir 
thicc feet and an half by two feet and an half. The foun- 
dation was of rock flones, which were alfo fquared j and one 
of them meafured four feet feten inches by two feet four. 

Such a ftru&ure, raifcd without the affiflnnce of iron tools to 
fliape the flones, or mortar to join them, llruck us with 
aflomfhmenc* it feemed to be as compaft and firm as it could 
have been made by any woikman m Europe, except that 
the fleps, which range along its greatcfl length, are not per- 
fectly fliait, but fink in a kind of hollow in the middle, fo 
that the whole furface r ffom end to end, is not a ngbt line, 
but a curve. The quarry flones, as we faw no quarry in the 
neighbourhood, mufl have been brought fiom a confiderablc 
diflance, and there is no method of conveyance here but by 
hand * the coral mull alfo have been fifhed from undei the 
water, where, though it may be found in plenty, it lies at a 
eonfidciable depth, nc\er lefs than three feet. Botin the 
rock flonc and the coral could be fquared only by tools 
made of the fame fubftancc, which mufl have been a work, 
of incredible labour j but the pohfhlng was,, more eafily 

cffe< 5 lcd 
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1769 effected by means of the Ihaxp coral fand, which is found 
■ J “ ne , every where upon the fea-lhore in great abundance. In the 
1 burKiy 29 middle of the top flood the image of a bird, carved in wood ; 

and near it lay the broken one of a fifli, carved in ftone. 
The whole of this pyramid made part of one fide of a fpa- 
cious atca or fquaic, nearly of equal fldes, being three hun- 
dred and firry feet by three hundred and fifty-four, which 
was walled in with Hone, and paved with flat floncs in its 
whole extent; though there were growing in it, notwith- 
flanding the pavement, fcveral of the trees which they call 
Eton, and plantains. About an bundled yards to the wed of 
this building, was another paved area or court, in which were 
feveral fmall ftages raifed on wooden pillars, about feven feet 
high, which are called by the Indians Eruattai, and feem to 
be a kind of altars, as upon tliefe are placed provifions of all 
kinds as offerings to their gods ; we have fince fecn whole 
hogs placed upon them, and we found here tile fculls of 
above fifty, befides the fculls of a great number of dogs. 

The principal objeft of ambition among thefe people is to 
have a magnificent Morai, and this was a linking memorial 
of the rank and power of Oberea. It has been remarked, 
that we did not find her invefled with the fame authority 
that lhe exeicifed when the Dolphin was at this place, and 
we now learnt the rcafon of it. Our way from her houfe to 
-the Morai lay along the fea fide, and we obferved every 
where under our feet a great number of human bones, 
chiefly ribs and veitebra. Upon enquiring into the caufe of 
fo Angular an appearance, we were told, that in the then laft 
month of Oivarabrw, which anfwered to our December, 17 68, 
about four or five months before our arrival, the people of 
Tiarrabou, the S. E. peninfula which we had jufl vifited, 
made a defeent at this place, and killed a great number of 
people, wliofe bones were tliofe that we faw upon the fiiorc: 

that, 
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that, upon this occafion, Oberca, and Oamo, who tiien admi- 1769. 
niftcrcd the government for his fon, had fled to tlie moun- ■ l " 1 ' 
tains ; and that the conquerors burnt all the houfes, which 
were very large, and carried away the hogs and what other 
animals they found. We learnt alfo, that the turkey and 
goofc, which we had feenwhen we were with Mathiabo, the 
flealcr of cloaks, were among the fpoils ; this accounted for 
their being found among people with whom the Dolphin 
had little or no communication ; and upon mentioning the 
jaw-bones, which we had feen hanging from a board in a 
long houfc, we were told, that they alfo had been carried 
away as trophies, the people here carrying away the jaw- 
bones of their enemies, as the Indians of North America do 
the fealps. 

After having thus gratified our curiofity, we returned to 
our quarters, where we pafled the night in perfedt fecurity 
and quiet. By the next evening we arrived at Atahourou, rri j , f 
the refidence of our friend Tootahah, where, the lafl time 
we paffed the night under his protcflion, we had been ob- 
liged to leave the belt part of our clothes behind 11s. This 
adventure, however, feemed now 1 to be forgotten on both 
ftdes. Our friends received us with great plcafurc, and gave 
us a good fupper and a good lodging, where we fulTcrcd 
neither lofs or dillurbancc. 

The next day, Saturday, July the ill, we got back to our >1, 
fort at Matavai, having found the circuit of the iflaml, in- ' 
eluding both peninfulas, to be about thirty leagues. Upon 
our complaining of the want of bread-fruit, we were told, 
that the produce of the lafl feafon was nearly cxhaufled ; and 
that what was feen fprouting upon the trees, would not be fit 
to ufc in lcfs than three months; this accounted for our hav- 
ing been able to procure fo little of it in our route. 

Vol. H. Z 
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iifyr - While the bread-fruit is ripening upon the flats, the in- 
habitants are fupplied in fomc mcafure from the trees which 
Saturday i. have planted upon the hills to preferve a fucceflion ; 

but the quantity is not fufficient to prevent fcarcity : they 
live therefore upon the four pafle which they call Mahie, 
upon wild plantains, and ahee-nuts, which at this time are 
in perfection. How it happened that the Dolphin, which 
was here at this fcafon, found fuch plenty of bread-fruit 
upon the trees, I cannot tell, except the fcafon in which they 
ripen varies. 

At our return, our Indian friends croudcd about us, and 
none of them came empty-handed. Though I had deter- 
mined to reflore the canoes which had been detained to 
their owners, it had not yet been done ; but I now releafed 
them as they were applied for. Upon this occaflon I could 
not but remark with concern, that thefe people were capable 
of praCtifing petty frauds againft each other, with a delibe- 
rate dUhonefly, which gave me a much worfe opinion of 
them than I had ever entertained from the robberies they 
committed under the flrong temptation to which a fudden 
opportunity of enriching themfelves with the ineflimablc 
metal and manufactures of Europe expofed them. 

Among others who applied to me for the releafe of a ca*- 
noe, was one Potattow, a man of fome confequence, well 
known to us aff. T conicnteif, iuppoiing the veflel to be his 
own, or that he applied on the behalf of a friend : he went 
immediately to the beach, and took pofleflion of one of the 
boats, which, with the afliftance of his people, he began to 
carry off. Upon this, however, it was eagerly claimed by the 
right owners, who, fupported by the other Indians, clamour- 
oufly reproached him for invading their property, and pre- 
pared to take the canoe from him by force. Upon, this,, he 

defired 
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dcfircd to be heard, and told them, that the canoe did, in- 1769. 
deed, once belong to thofe who claimed it ; but that I, hav- t idl- 

ing feized it as a forfeit, had fold it to him for a pig. This 1 
filenced the clamour, the owners, knowing that from my 
power there was no appeal, acquicfccd; and Potattow would 
have earned off his prize, if the difpute had not fortunately 
been overheard by fome of our people who reported it tome. 

I gave orders immediately that the Indians fhould be unde- 
ceived ; upon which the right owners took pofleflion of tlicir 
canoe, and Potattow was fo confeious of his guilt, that nei- 
ther he nor his wife, who was privy to his knavery, could 
look us in the face for forac time afterwards. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

An Expedition of Mr. Banks to trace the River : Marks of 
fublerrantom Fire : Preparations for leaving the If and : 
An Account of Tapia, 

, 7 { 9 . the 3d, Mr. Banks fet out early in the morning; with 

, J ° ly . feme Indian guides, to trace out river up the valley 
Monday 3. f rom which it i flues, and examine how far it’s hanks were 
inhabited. For about fix miles they met with houfes, not far 
diftant from each other, on each fide of the river, and the 
valley was every where about four hundred yards wide from 
the foot of the hill on one fide, to the foot of that on the 
other ; but they were now Ihewn a houfc which they were 
told was the lad that they would fee. When they came up 
to it, the mailer of it offered them icfreihments of cocoa- 
nuts and other ft uit, of which they accepted ; after a fltorr 
Hay, they walked forward for a confiderablc time ; in bad 
way it is not eafy to compute diflances, but they imagined 
that they had walked about fix miles farther, following the 
courfe of the river, when they frequently palled under vaults,, 
formed by fragments of the lock, in which they were told 
. people who were benighted frequently palled the night. 
Soon after they found the river banked by deep rocks, from 
which a cafcade, falling with greafviolencc, formed a pool, 
fo deep, that the Indians faid they could not pafs it. They 
feemed, indeed, not much-to be acquainted with the valley 
beyond this place, their bufinefs lying chiefly upon the de- 
clivity 
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clivity of the rocks on each fide, and die plains which ex- 
tended on their fummits, where they found plenty of a wild 
plantain, which diey called Vac. The way up tlicfc locks 
from the banks of the river was in every rcfpedl dreadful ; 
the fidcs were nearly perpendicular, and in fome places one 
hundred feet high ; they were alfo rendered exceeding flip- 
pery by the water of innumciablc fprings which ifTucd from 
the fiflurcs on the furface : yet up tlicfc pi ccipices a way was 
to be traced by a fucccflion of long pieces of the bark of the 
Ihbtfaii tiliaciui, which ferved as a rope for the climber to take 
hold of, and affifted him in fcrambling from one ledge to 
another, though upon tlicfe ledges there was footing only for 
an Indian or a goat. One of thefc ropes was nearly thirty 
feet in length, and their guides offered to aflifl them in 
mounting this pafs, but recommended another at a little dif- 
tance lower down, as Iefs difficult and dangerous. They took 
a view of this “ better way,” but found it fo bad that they 
did not to chufc to attempt it, as there was nothing at the 
top to reward tlieir toil and hazaid but a grove of the wild 
plantain or Vae tree, which they had often fecn before. 

During this cxcurfion, Mr. Banks had an excellent oppor- 
tunity to examine the rocks, which were almoil every where 
naked, for minerals ; but lie found not the lead appearance 
of any. The Hones every where, like thofe of Madeira, 
{hewed manifeil tokens of having been burnt ; nor is there 
a Angle fpccimcn of any done, among all tliofc that were 
colledted in the ifland, upon which there arc not manifeft 
and indubitable marks of fire ; except perhaps fome fmall 
pieces of the liatchct-ftonc, and even of that, other fragments 
were collected which are burnt almoil to a pumice. Traces 
■of fire are alfo manifeft in the very clay upon the hills ; and 
it may, therefore, not unreafonably be fuppofed, that this, 
and the neighbouring illands, arc either Ihattcred remains 





Monday 3. 




LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 

of a continent, which fome have fuppofed to be neceflary in 
this part of the globe, to pieferve an equilibrium of its parts, 
which were left behind when the reft funk by the mining 
of a fubtcrrancous fire, fo as to give a pafiage to the fea over 
it ; or were tom from rocks, which, from the creation of die 
woild, had been the bed of the fea, and thiown up in heaps, 
to a height which the waters never reach. One or other 
of thefc fuppofitions will perhaps be thought the more pro- 
bable, as the water does not gradually grow fhallow as the 
fhore is appioached, and the iflands arc almoft every where 
furrounded by reefs, which appear to be rude and broken, 
as fome violent concuflion would naturally leave the folid 
fubftance of the earth. It may alfo be remarked upon this 
occafion, that the moft probable caufe of earthquakes feems 
to be the hidden rufhing in of water upon fome vaft mafs of 
fubterraneous fire, by the inftantaneous rarefaction of which 
into vapour, the mine is fprung, and various fubftances, in 
all ftages of vitrification, with fhells, and other marine pro- 
ductions, that are now found foflil, and the ftrata that co- 
veied the furnace, are thrown up; while thofe parts of the 
land which were fupported upon the broken fhell give way, 
and fink into the gulph. With this theory the phenomena of 
all eaithquakes feem to agree; pools of water are frequently 
left where land has fubfided, and various fubftances, which 
manifeftly appear to have fufFcred by the action of fire, arc 
thrown up. It is indeed true, that fire cannot fubfift with- 
out air ; but this cannot be urged againft there being fire 
below that pait of the earth which foims the bed of the fea; 
bccaufe theie may be innumerable fiflures by which a com- 
munication between thofe parts and the external air may be 
kept up, even upon the higheft mountains, and at the great- 
' eft dtfhnce ftom the fea-fhoxe. 
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On the 4th, Mr. Banks employed himfclf in planting a 
great quantity of the feeds of water-melons, oranges, 1c- 
jnons, limes, and other plants and trees -which be had col- 
lected at Rio de Janeiro. For thefe he prepared ground on 
.each fide of the fort, with as many varieties of foil as he 
could chufe ; and there is little doubt but that they will fuc- 
cced. He alfo gave liberally of thefe feeds to the Indians, and 
, planted many of them in the woods : fomeof the melon feeds 
having been planted foon after our arrival, the natives 
fhewed him fcveral of the plants which appeared to be in 
the moft flourifhing condition, and were continually alking 
him for more. 

. We now began to prepare for our departure, by bending 
the fails and performing other necefiary operations on board 
the fiiip, our water being already on board, and the provi- 
fions examined. In the mean time we had another vifit from 
Oamo, Oberea, and their fon and daughter the Indians ex- 
prefling their refpeCt by uncovering the upper parts of their 
body as they had done before. The daughter, whofe name 
we underfiood to be Toimata, was very defirous to fee the 
fort, but her father would by no means fuller her to come in. 
Tcarec, the fon of Waheatua, the fovereign of Tiarrabou, 
the fouth call pcninfula^vas alfo with us at this time ; and we 
received intelligence of the landing of another gueft, whole 
company was neither cxpe&cd nor defired: this was no other 
than the ingenious gentleman who contrived to Ileal out 
quadrant. We were told, that he intended to try his fortune 
again in the night j but the Indians all offered very 7caloufiy 
to aflill us againft him, defiring that, for this put pofe, they 
might be permitted to lie in the fort. This had fo good 
an cifcCl, that the thief relinquilhed his enterpme in de— 
fpair. 

On 
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On the 7th, the carpenterswere employed in taking down 
the gates and palhfadoes of our little foitification, for fire- 
wood on board the (hip ; and one of the Indians had dexte- 
rity enough to deal the ftaple and hook upon which the gate 
turned : he was immediately purfued, and after a. chace of 
fix miles, he appeared to have been pafied, having concealed 
himfelf among fome rulhes in the brook ; the rallies were 
fearched, and though tlic thief had efcaped, a feraper was 
found which had been flolen from the fliip fometune before ; 
and foon after our old friend Tubourai Tamaide brought us 
the ftaple. 

On the 8th and gth, we continued to difmantle our fort, 
and our friends Ihll flocked about us j fome, I believe, forry 
at the approach of our departure, and others defirous to 
make as much as they could of us while we ftaid. 

We were in hopes that we fltould now leave the ifland, 
without giving or receiving any other offence ; but it un- 
fortunately happened otherwife. Two foreign feamen hav- 
ing been out with my permiflion, one of them was robbed 
of his knife, and endeavouring to recover it, probably with 
fiircumftances of great provocation, the Indians attacked him 
and dangeroufly wounded him with a flone ; they wounded 
his companion alfo flightly in the head, and then fled into 
die mountains. As I fliould have been forry to take any far- 
ther notice of the affair, I was not difpleafed that the offen- 
ders had efcaped ; but I was' immediately involved in a quar- 
rel which I very much regretted, and which yet it was not 
poflible to avoid. 

In the middle of the night between the 8th and 5th, Cle- 
ment Webb and Samuel Gibfon, two of the marines, both 
young men, went privately from the fort, and in the morn- 
ing were not to be found. As publick notice had been given, 
9 that 
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that all hands were to go on board on the next day, and that -1765. 
the fhip would fail on the morrow of that day or the day fol- . Jl3l>% 
lowing, I began to fear that the abfentees intended to flay Sund3y * 
behind. I knew that I could take no effectual fleps to re- 
cover them, without endangering the harmony and good- 
will which at ptefent fubfifled among ug ; and, therefore 
determined to wait a day for the chance of their return! 

On Monday morning the 10th, the marines, to my great Monday 
concern, not being returned, an enquiry was made after 
them of the Indians, who fiankly told us, that they did not 
intend to return, and had taken refuge in the mountains, 
where it was impoflible for our people to find them. They 
were then requefled to aflift in the fearcli, and after fomc de- 
liberation, two of them undertook to conduct fuch perfons 
as I fliould think proper to fend after them to the place of 
their retreat. As they were known to be without arms, I 
thought two would be fufficient, and accordingly difpatched 
a petty officer, and the corporal of the marines, with the In- 
dian guides, to fetch them back. As the recovery of thefe 
men was a matter of great importance, as I had no time to 
lofe, and as the Indians fpokc doubtfully of their return, 
telling us, that they had each of them taken a wife, and 
were become inhabitants of the country, it was intimated to 
feveral of the Chiefs who were in the fort with their women, 
among whom were Tubourai Tamaide, Tomio, and Oberea, 
that they would not be permitted to lea\c it till our deferters 
were brought back. This precaution I thought the more 
ncceflaiy, as, by concealing them a few days, they might 
compel me to go without them j and I had the plcafure to 
obferve, that they receivcd*the intimation with very little 
figns either of fear ordifcontent; alluring me that my people 
fliould be fecured and font back as foon as poffiblc. While 
this was doing at the fort, I fent Mr. Hicks in the pinnace to 
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1769 fetch Tootahah on board the ffiip, which he did, without 
1— — < alarming either him or his people. If the Indian guides 
Monday 10. p love( j faitlaftil and in earned, I had rcafon to expedt the re- 
turn of my people with the deferters before evening. Being 
difappointed, my fufpicions increafed; and night coming 
on, I thought it was not fafe to let the people whom I had 
detained as hoflages continue at the fort, and I therefore 
ordered Tubourai Tamaide, Oberea, and fome others, to be 
taken on board the (hip. This fpread a general alarm, and 
feveral of them, efpecially the women, exprefled their ap- 
prehenfions with great emotion and many tears when they 
were put into the boat. I went on board with them, and 
Mr. Banks remained on ffiore, with fome others whom I 
thought it of lefs confequence to fecure. 

About nine o’clock, Webb was brought back by fome of 
the natives, who declared, that Gibfon, and the petty officer 
and corporal, would be detained till Tootahah ffiould be fet 
at liberty. The tables were now turned upon me; but I 
had proceeded too far to retreat. I immediately difp’atched 
Mr. Hicks in the long-boat, with a ftrong party of men, to 
refeue the prifoners, and told Tootahah that it behoved 
him to fend fome of his people with them, with orders to 
afford them effectual affiftance, and to demand the rele/ifc of 
my men in his name, for that I ffiould expeft him to an- 
Twer for the contrary. He readily complied ; this party re- 
covered my men without the lead oppofition; and about 
-T^efday 11. feven o’clock in the morning, returned with -them to the 
fcip, though they had not been able to recover the arms 
which had been taken from them when they were feized i 
there, however, were biought on board in lefs than half an 
hour, and the Chiefs were immediately fet at liberty. 

When I quefhoned the petty officer concerning what had 
happened on ffiore, he told me, that neither the natives who 
2 
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went with him, nor tliofe whom they met in their way, 
Would give them any intelligence of the defcrters ; but, on 
the contrary, became very troublefome: that, as he was re- 
turning for further orders to the ihip, he and his comrade 
were fuddenly feizcd by a number of armed men, who 
having learnt that Tootahah was confined, had concealed 
themfelves in a wood for that purpofe, and, who having 
taken them at a difadvantage, forced their weapons out of 
their hands, and declared, that they would detain them till 
their Chief fhould be fet at liberty. He faid, however, that 
rhe Indians were not unanimous in this mcafurc; that 
fame were for fetting them at liberty, and others for detain- 
ing them: that an eager difpute enfued, and that from 
words they came to blows, but that the party for detaining 
them at length prevaded: that foon after, Webb and Gibfon 
were brought in by a party of the natives, as prifoners, that 
they alfo might bcfccuied as hoftages for the Chief; but that 
it was after fome debate refolved to fend Webb to inform me 
of their refolution, to allure me that his companions were 
fafe, and direft me where I might fend my anfwer. Thus 
it appears that whatever were the difadvantages of feizing 
the Chiefs, I fhould never have recovered my men by any 
other method. When the Chiefs were fet on Ihore from the 
fhip, thofe at the fort were alfo fet at liberty, and, after 
{laying with Mr. Banks about an hour, they all went away. 
Upon this occafion, as they had done upon another of the 
fame kind, they exprefled their joy by an undeferved libera- 
lity, llrongly urging us to accept of four hogs. Thefe we 
abfolutcly refilled as a prefent, and they as abfolutcly re- 
fufing to be paid for them, the bogs did not change mailers. 
Upon examining the defcrters, We found that the account 
which the Indians had given of them was true: they had 
llrongly attached themfelves to two girls, and it was their 
' A a s intention 
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went with him, nor thofe wiiom they met in their way, 
would give them any intelligence of the deferters ; but, on 
the contrary, became very troublefome: that, as he was re- 
turning for further orders to the fltip, he and his comrade 
were fuddenly feized by a number of armed men, who 
having learnt that Tootahah was confined, had concealed 
therafelves in a wood for that purpofe, and, who having 
taken them at a difadvantage, forced their weapons out of 
their hands, and declared, that they would detain them till 
their Chief fhould be fet at liberty. He faid, however, that 
the Indians were not unanimous in this meafurc; that 
fome were for fetting them at liberty, and others for detain- 
ing them: that an eager difpute enfued, and that from 
words they came to blows, but that the party for detaining 
them at length prevailed : thatfoon after, IVcbb and Gibfon 
were brought in by a party of the natives, as prifoners, that 
they alfo might be fccurcd as hofiages for the Chief ; but that 
it was after fome debate rcfolved to fend Webb to inform me 
of their refolution, to afTurc me that his companions were 
fafe, and direct, me where I might fend my anfwer. Thus 
it appears that whatever were the difadvantages of feizing 
the Chiefs, I fibould never have recovered my men by any 
other method. When the Chiefs were fet on there from the 
fltip, thofe at the fort were alfo fet at liberty, and, after 
■flaying with i\fr. Banks abouc an hour, they ail went away. 
■Upon this occafion, as they had done upon another of the 
fame kind, they exprefled their joy by an undeferved libera- 
lity, ilrongly urging us to accept of four bogs. Thefe we 
abfolutcly refilled as a prefent, and they as abfolutcly re- 
fufing to be paid for them, the bogs did not change mailers. 
Upon examining the deferters, we found that the account 
which the Indians had given of them was true: they had 
ftrongiy attached thcmfclvcs to two girls, and it was their 
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J76g. intention to conceal themfelves till the fhip had failed, and 
, take up their refidence upon the jfland. This night eveiy 
rue^ay n. t ^ n g was g 0t 0 ff from the-fhore, and every body ilept on 
board. 

Among the natives who were almofl confhmtly with us, 
was Tupia, whofe name has been often mentioned in this 
nai rathe. He had been, as I have before obferved, the firft 
minifter of Obeiea, when flic was in the height of her 
powet ■ he was alfo the chief Taliowa or pricfl of the ifland, 
confequcntly well acquainted with the religion of the coun'- 
tiy, as well withiefpe£b to its ceremonies as principles. He 
had alfo great experience and knowlegc in navigation, and 
was particularly acquainted; with the number and fituation* 
of the neighbouring iflands. This man had often expreffed 1 
Wednef.12. a defire to go with us, and' on. the iath in the morning, 
having with the other natives left us die day before, he 
came on board, with a boy about thirteen years of age,' his 
fervant, and urged us to let him. proceed with us on our 
voyage. To have fuch'. a perfoa on board, was certainly der 
firable for many reafons-; by learning his language, ’and 
teaching him ours, we Ihouid be able to acquire a .much- 
better knowlegc of the cuftoms, policy, and religion of the 
people, than our fhoit flay among them; could give us, I* 
therefore gladly agreed to receive them on board. As we 
■were prevented from failing to-day, by having found it ne- 
ceffary to make new flocks to our fmall and beft bower an- 
chors, the old ones having been totally destroyed by the 
worms, Tupia faid, he would go once more on fhore, and 
make a Cgnal for the boat to fetch him off in the eveningv 
Hc went accordingly, and took with him a miniature picture 
of Mr. Banks’s, to fhew his friends, and feveral little things, 
to give them as parting prefentSi. 

After 
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After dinner, Mr. Banks being defirous to procure a draw- 
ing of the Morai belonging to Tootahah atEparre, I attended 
him thither, accompanied by Dr. Solander, in the pinnace. 

As foon as we landed, many of our friends came to meet us, 
though fome abfented themfeUes in refentment of what had 
happened the day before. We immediately proceeded to 
Tootahah’s lioufe, were we were joined by Oberea, with 
fcveral others who had not come out to meet us, and a per- 
fect reconciliation was foon brought about? imconfequence 
of which they promifed to vifit us early the next day, to take a 
laft farcwel of us, as we told them wefhould certainly fet fail 
in the afternoon. At this place alfo we found Tupia, who 
returned with us, and llept this night on board the ihip for 
the firft time. 

On the next morning, Thurfdaytlie 13th of July, thefhip Ttorfda7»3* 
was very early croudcd with our friends, and furrounded by 
a multitude of canoes, which were filled with the natives of 
an inferior clafs. Between eleven and twelve we weighed 
anchor, and as foon as the ihip was under fail, the Indians 
on board took, their leaves, and wept, with a decent and 
filent forrow, in which there was fomething very firiking 
and tender: the people in the canoes, on the contrary, 
feemed to vie with each other in the loudnefs of their la- 
mentations, which we confidered rather as afleftation than 
grief. Tupia fuftamed himfelf in this feene with a firmnefs 
and refolution truly admirable : he wept indeed, but the 
effort that he made to conceal his tears, concurred, with 
them, to do him honour. He fent his laft prefent, a fliirr, 
by Otheothea, to Potomai, Tootahah’s favourite miftrefs^ 
and then went with Mr. Banks to the mad-head, waving to 
the canoes as long as they continued in fight. 
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1769 Thus we took leave of "Otaheitc, and its inhabitants, after 
a flay of juft three months ; for much the greater part of the 
HkHu'j jj me we ] lvc d together in the mod cordial friendfliip, and a 
perpetual reciprocation of good offices. The accidental dif- 
ferences which now and then happened, could not be more 
finccrely regretted on their part than they were on ours: the 
principal caufes were fuch as neceffitrily refulted from our 
Situation and circumflances, in conjunftion with the infir- 
mities of human nature, from our not being able perfe&ly 
to underfland each other, and from the difpofition of the in- 
habitants to theft, which we could not at all times bear with 
or prevent. They had not, however, except in one inflance j 
been attended with any fatal confequcnce ; and to that acci- 
dent were owing the meafures that 'I took to prevent others 
of the fame kind. I hoped, indeed, to have availed myfelf 
' of the impreffion which had been made upon them by the 
lives that had been facrificcd in their Cornell with the Dol- 
phin, fo as that the intercourfc between us fhould have been 
carried on wholly without bloodfhed and by this hope all 
my meafures were directed during the whole of my conti- 
nuance at the ifland, and I fincerely wifii, that whoever fliall 
nextvifitir, may be flill more fortunate. Ourtraflick here was 
carried on with as rauch'order as in the befl regulated mar- 
ket in Europe. It was managed principally by Mr. Banks, 
who was indefatigable in procuring provifion and refrefh- 
ments while they were to be had ; but during the latter part 
of our time they became fcarce, partly by the increafcd con- 
, fumption at the fort and Clip, and partly by the coming on 
of the feafon in which cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit fail.' All 
•kind of fruit we purchafed for beads and nails, but no nails 
lefs than fortypenny were current : after a very fhort time we 
could never get a pig of more than ten or twelve pounds, for 

lets 
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lefs than a hatchet becaufe, though thefe people let a high 1769. 
value upon fpike nails, yet thefe being an article with t 
which many people in the lhip were provided, the women Tharfd3yl3 ' 
found a much more eafy way of procuring them than by 
bringing down provifions. , 

The bell articles for traffick here are axes, hatchets, 
fpikes, large nails, looking-glafles, knives, and beads, for 
fome of which, every thing that the natives have may be 
procured. They are indeed fond of fine linen cloth, both 
white and printed j but an ax worth half a crown, will fetch 
more than a piece of cloth worth twenty Ihilhrigs. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

A particular Dcfcripiion of the Ifland \ its Produce and 
Inhabitants 3 their Drefs , Habitations , Food, 
domeflic Life and Amujcmenls. 

'769. Tt TE found the longitude of Port-Royal bay, in this 
~ — ' VV illand, as fettled by Captain Wallis, who difcovered 
it on the gtli of June 1767, to be avithin half a degree of the 
truth. We found Point Venus, the northern extremity of 
the ifland,- and the eaftern point of the bay, to lie in the 
longitude of 149° 30' this being the mean refult of a great 
number of obfcrvations made upon the fpot. The ifland is 
furrounded by a reef of coral rock, which forms fcveral ex- 
cellent hays and harbours, feme of which have been parti- 
cularly defcribcd, where there is room and depth of water 
for any number of the largeil fliips. Port-Royal bay, called 
by the natives Matavai, which is not inferior to any in Ota- 
heitc, may eaftly be known by a very high mountain in the 
middle of the ifland, which bears due fouth from Point 
Venus. To fail into it, either keep the weft point of the reef 
that lies before Point Venus, clofe on board, or give it a 
birth of near half a mile, in order to avoid a fmall fitoal of 
coral rocks, on which there is but two fathom and an half of 
water. The heft anchoring is on the eaftern fide of the bay, 
where there is fixteen and fourteen fathom upon an oufey 
bottom. The ihore of the bay is a fine fandy beach, behind 
which runs a river of frcfli water, fo that any number of 
ihips may water here without incommoding each other; but 
the only wood for firing, upon the whole ifland, is that of 
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fruit tLces, which muft be purchafed of the natives, or all 
hope of living upon good terms with them given up.'. Theie 
are fome harbours to the weftward of this bay which have 
not been mentioned, but, as they are contiguous to it, and 
laid down in the plan, a defeription of them is unneceflary. 

The face of the country, except that part of ir which bor 2 
ders upon the fea, is very uneven j it rifes in ridges that 
run up into the middle of the ifland, and there form moun- 
tains, which may be feen at the diftancc of fixty miles* be- 
tween the foot of thefe ridges and the fea, is a border of low 
land, furrounding the whole ifland, except in a few places 
where the ridges rife diredUy from the fea : the border of low 
land is in different parts of different breadths, but no where’ 
more than a mile and a half. The foil, except upon the very 
tops of the ridges, is extremely rich and fertile, watered by 
a great number of rivulets of excellent water, and covered 
with fiuit tiees of various kinds, fome of which arc of a 
ftatdy growth and thick foliage, foas to form one continued 
wood; and even the tops of the ridges, though m general 
they are bare, and burnt up by the fun, aie, in fome parts, 
not without their produce. 

The low land that lies between the foot of the ridges and 
the fea, and fome of the^v allies, are the only parts of the 
ifland that aie inhabited, and here it is populous , the houfes 
do not form villages 01 towns, Wr are ranged a’long t’n^ 
whole bordei at the diftance of about fifty ) aids from each 
other, with little plantations of plantains, the tree which 
furnifhes them with cloth. The whole ifland, accoiding to 
Tupia’s account, who ceitamly knew, could futnifli fix 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty fighting mem from 
which the number of inhabitants may eafily be computed. 
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The piofluce of this ifland is bread-fmir, cocoa-nuts, ba- 
nanas, of thiitcen foirs, the beft we had ever eaten; plan- 
tains ; a fiuit not unlike an apple, which, when ripe, is very 
plcafant yfwcet potatoes, yams, cocoas, a kind o?/lrum\ a Fruic 
known here by the name of J ambit , and reckoned mod deli- 
cious $ fugar cane, which the inhabitants eat raw; a root of 
the falop kind, called by the inhabitants Pea ; a plant called’ 
Pthec, of which the root only is eaten ; a fruic that grows in 
a pod, like that of a large kidney-bean, which, when it is 
roafted, eats very much like a chefnut, by the natives called. 
Ahel\ a tree called Wharra, called in the Eaft Indies Pattdanes , 
which produces fruit, fomething like the pine-apple; a fhrub 
called Nono ; the Mortnda , which alfo produces fruit ; a fpecics 
of fern, of which the root is eaten, and fometimes the 
leaves ; and a plant called Tbeve, of which the root alfo is 
eaten: but the fruits of the Nono, the fern, and the Thcve^ 
are eaten only by the inferior people, and in times of fear- 
city, All thefe, which ferve the inhabitants for food., the 
earth produces fpontaneoufly, or with fo little culture, that 
they feem to be exempted from the firft general curfe, that 

man fliould eat his bread in the fweat of his ‘brow." They 
have alfo the Chinefe paper mulberry, morns 'pap) rtf era,, 
which they call Acuta ; a tiee refembling the wild fig-tree of 
the Weft Indies; another fpecies of fig, \\ liich they call Matte ; 
the senfia /ebe/texa which they call Etoit ; a kind of 

Cyperus grafs, which they call Moa-, a fpecies of toumefortia, 
which they call Taheinoo ; another of the convolvulus poluce, 
■which they call Enrhe , the folanum centijohum , which they call 
%booa ; the cahphyllum mophyhim . , which they call Tamannu ; the 
Jjibifcus tihaceus, called Pocrou , a frutefeent nettle ; the vrtica 
firgenteb, called krawa-, with many other plants which cannot 
.here be particularly mentioned: thofe that have been named 
already, will be referred to in. the fubfequent part of this work. 

They 
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They have no European fruit, garden Huff, pulfc, Or le- *769. 
gumes, nor grain of any hind. . ' v ~~~ > 

Of tame animals they have only hogs, dogs, and poultry ; 
neither is there a wild animal in the ifland, except ducks, 
pigeons, paroquets, with a few other birds, and rats, there 
being no other quadruped, nor any ferpent. But the fea 
Supplies them with great vaiiety of moll excellent fi(h, to 
eat which is their chief luxury, and to catch it their prin- 
cipal labour. 

As to the people they are of the largeft fizc of Europeans- 
The men aie tall, flrong, well-limbed, and finely fhaped. 

The talleft that we faw was a man upon a neighbouiing 
ifland, called Huaheine, \6ho meafured fix feet three inches 
and an half. The women of die fuperior rank are alfo in 
general above our middle fiature, but thofe of the inferior 
clafs are rather below it, and fome of them are veiy fmall. 

This defeft in fize probably proceeds from their early com- 
merce with men, the only thing in which they differ from 
their fuperiors, that could poflibly afTeft their growth. 

Their natural complexion is that kind of clear olive, or 
£1 unette, which many people in Europe prefer to the fineft 
white and red. In thofe that are expofed to the wind and 
fun, it is confidently deepened, but in others that live under 
Ihelter, cfpecially the fuperior clafs of women, it continues 
jof its native hue, and tlie„fkin is molt delicately fmooth and 
fof t ; they have no tint in their cheeks, which we diftingpifli 
by the name of* colour. The fhape of the face is comely, 
the check, bones are not high, neither aie the eyes hollow, 
nor the brow prominent : the only feature that does not cor- 
refpond with our ideas of beauty is the nofe, which, in ge- 
neral, is fomewhat flatj but their eyes, cfpecially thofe of , 
the women, arc full of expreffion, fometimes fparkling with, 
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• 1 7^9* fire, and fometimes' melting with foftncfsj their teeth alfo 

arc, almofl without exception, moil beautifully even and 
white, and their breath pcrfc&ly without taint. 

The hair is aimed univcrfally black, and rather coarfe j 
the men June beards which they wear in many fafhions, 
always, however, plucking out great part of them, and keep- 
ing the red perfectly clean and near. Both fexes alfo eradi- 
cate every hair from under their arms, and accufcd us of 
great undcanlincfs for not doing the fame. In their motions 
there is at once vigour and cafe ; their walk is graceful, 
their deportment liberal, and their behaviour to drangers 
and to each other affable and courteous. In their difpofitions 
alfo, they feemed to be brave, open, and candid, without 
cither fufpicion or treachery, cruelty or revenge j fo that we 
placed the fame confidence in them as in our bed friends, 
many of us, particularly Mr. Banks, deeping frequently in 
their houfes in the woods, without a companion, and confe- 
qucntly wholly in their power. They were, however, all 
thieves ; and when that is allowed, they need not much fear 
a competition with the people of any other nation upon 
earth. During our day in this ifland we faw about five or fix 
perfons, like one that was met by Mr. Banks and Dr. Soun- 
der on the s<jth of April, in their walk to the caflward, whofc 
fkins \vc»c of a dead white, like the nofe of a white liorfc; 
with white hair, beard, brows, and cyc-lafhcs ; red, tender 
eyes ; a fhort fight, and feurfy fkihs, covered with a kind of 
white down*, but we found that no two of ihefc belonged to 
the lame family, and therefore concluded, that they were not 
- a fpecics, but unhappy individuals, rendered anomalous by 
difeafe. * 

x 

h is a cudom in mod countries where the inhabitants have 
long hair, for the men to cut it fhort and the women to pride 

them- 
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Yhemfelvcs in its length. Here,' however, the contrary cuf- 
tora prevails ; the women always cut it ihort round their 
ears, and the men, except the fifhers, who are almofl conti- 
nually in the water, fuffer it to flow in large waves over 
their fhoulders, or tie. it up in a bunch on the top of their 
.heads. 

: They have a cuflom alfo of anointing their heads, with 
what they call Mono r, an oil exprefled from the cocoa-nut, in 
which fomc fweet herbs or flowers have been infufed : as the 
oil is generally rancid, the fmell is at firft very difagreeable to 
a European ; and as they live in a hot country, and have no 
fuch thing as a comb, they are not able to keep their heads 
free from lice, which the children and common people fome- 
times pick out and eat : a hateful cuflom, wholly different 
from their manners in every other particular ; for they are 
delicate and cleanly almofl without example, and thofe to 
whom we diftributed combs, foon delivered thcmfclvcs from 
vermin, with a diligence which fliowed that they were not 
more odious to us than to them. 

They have a cuflom of flaining their bodies, nearly in the 
fame manner as is pra&ifed m many other parts of the 
world, which they call 'Tattoiving. They prick the /kin, fo as 
juft not to fetch blood, with a fmall inftrumenr, fomething 
in the form Of a hoe ; that part which anfwers to the blade 
is made of a bone or /hell, fefaped very thin, and is from a 
quarter of an inch to an inch and a half wide j the edge is 
cut into /harp teeth or points, from the number of three to 
twenty, according to its fize: when this is to be ufed, they 
dip the teeth into a mixture of a kind of lamp-black, formed 
of the fmoke that rifes from an oily nut which they bum ; 
inftead of candles, and water ; the teeth, thus prepared, are 
placed upon the Ann, and the handle to which they are fat- 
tened* 
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toned being ftruck, by quick fmart blows, with a hick fitted 
to tlic purpofc, they pierce it, and at the fame time carry 
into the punfture the black compofition, which leaves an in- 
delible (lain. The operation is painful, and it is forac days 
befote the wounds arc healed. It is performed upon the 
youth of both feres when they arc about twelve or fourteen 
years of age, on fcvcral parts of the body, and in various 
figures, according to the fancy of the parent, or perhaps the 
rank of the party. The women arc generally marked with 
this fiain, in the form of a Z, on every joint of their fingers 
and toes, and frequently round the outfide of their feet: the 
men are alfo marked with the fame figure, and both men 
and women have fquares, circles, crcfccnts, and ill-dcfigncd 
reprefentations of men, birds, or dogs, and -various other 
devices imprcficd upon their legs and arms, feme of which 
we wctc told hadfignifications, though we could never learn 
what they were. Cut the part on which thefc ornaments arc 
laviflied with the greatefi profufion, is the breech : this, in 
both feres, is covered with a deep black ; above which, arches 
arc drawn one over another as high as the fliort ribs. They 
arc often a quarter of an inch broad, and the edges are not 
flrait lines, but indented. Thefc arches arc their pride, and 
arc lliewn both by men and women with a mixture of oficn- 
tation and pleafurc ; whether as an ornament, or a proof of 
their fortitude and refolution in bearing pain, we could not 
determine. The face in general is left unmarked ; for we 
faw but one inflancc to the contrary. Some old men had the 
greatefi pan of their bodies covered with large patches of 
' black, deeply indented at the edges, like a rude imitation of 
flame t but we were told, that they came from a low ifiand 
called Noovooka, and were not natives of Orahcitc. 

blr. hanks Caw the operation of tc-lh-rh;? performed upon 
the backfidc of a girl about thinccn years old. The infiru- 
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ment ufed upon this occafion had thirty teeth, and every 
ftroke, of which at leaft a hundred were made in a minute, 
drew an ichor or ferum a little tinged with blood. The girl 
bore it with moft ftoical refolution for about a quarter of an 
hour 5 but the pain of fo many hundred pun&urcs as £he 
had received in that time then became intoIeraSle : fhe firfl 
complained in murmurs, then wept, and at laft burft into 
loud lamentations, earneftly imploring the operator to defift. 
He was, however, inexorable; and when fhe began to 
ftruggle, fhe was held down by two women, who fometimes 
foothed and fometimes chid her, and now and then, when 
fhc was mol? unruly, gave her a fmart blow. Mr. Banks 
Said in a neighbouring houfe an hour, and the operation 
was not over when he went away; yet it was performed but 
upon one fide, the other having been done fometime before ^ 
and the arches upon the loins, in which they moft pride 
thcmfclves, and which give more pain than all the reft, were 
ftill to be done. 

It is ftrange that thefe people fhould value themfelvcs upon 
what is no diftinftion ; for I never faw a native of this ifland, 
cither man or woman, in a ftate of maturity, in whom thefe 
iparks were wanting: poflibly they may have their rife in 
fuperftition, efpecially as they produce no vifible advantage, 
and are not made without great pain ; but though we en- 
quired of many hundreds, we could never get any account of 
the matter. 

Their clothing confifts of cloth or matting of different 
kinds which will be deferibed among their other manufac- 
tures. The cloth, which will not bear wetting, they wear in 
dry weather, and the matting when it rains they are put 
on in many different ways, juft as their fancy leads them ; 
for in their garments nothing is cut into fhape, nor are anjr 
3 two 
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,a hot country, where it confifts in putting one covering upon 
another, the women of tank always uncover themfelves as 
low as the waift in the evening, throwing off all that they 
wear on the upper part of the body, with the fame negligence 
and eafe as our ladies would lay by a cardinal or double 
handkerchief. And the Chiefs, even when they vifited us, 
though they had as much cloth round their middle as would 
clothe a dozen people, had frequently the reft of the body 
quite naked. 

Upon their legs and feet they wear no covering; but they 
fhade their faces from the fun with little bonnets, either of 
matting or of cocoa-nut leaves, which they make occafionally 
in a few minutes. This, however, is not all their head- 
drefs ; the women fometimes wear little turbans, and fome- 
times a drefs which they value much more, and which, in- 
deed, is much more becoming, called Tomou ; the Tomou con- 
fifts of human hair, plaited in threads, fcarcely thicker than 
fewing fllk. Mr. Banks has pieces of it above a mile in 
length, without a knot. Thefc they wind* lound the head in 
fuch a manner as produces a very pretty efledl, and in a very 
great quantity ; for I have fecn five or fix fuch pieces wound 
about thchcad of one woman: among thefe threads they ftick 
flowers of various kinds, particularly the cape-jeflaminc, of 
which they have great plenty, as it is always planted near 
their houfes. The men fometimes ftick the tail feather of 
the Tropic-bird upright in their hair, which, as I have oh- 
ferved before, is often tied in a bunch upon the top of their 
heads: fometimes they wear a kind of whimfical garland, 
made of flowers of various kinds, ftuck into a piece of the 
rind of a plantain , or of fcarlet peas, ftuck with gum upon 
a piece of wood : and fometimes they wear a kind of wig, 
made of the hair of men or dogs, or perhaps of cocoa-nut 
firings, woven upon one thread, which is tied under their 
Vou If. C c hair. 
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two pieces fewed together. The drefs of the better fort of 
women confifts of three or four pieces : one piece, about two 
yards wide and eleven yards long, they wrap fcvcral times 
jound their waift, fo as to liang down like a petticoat as low 
as the middle of the leg, and this they call Pnron : two or 
three other pieces, about two yards and an half long and one 
wide, each having a hole cut in the middle, they place one 
upon anothet, and then putting the head through the holes, 
they bting the long ends down before and behind; the 
othcis remain open at the (ides, and give liberty to the arms, 
this, -which they call the Tebnta, is gatltercd round the waift, 
and confined with a girdle or falli of thinner cloth, which is 
long enough to go many times round them, and csadtly re- 
fetnblcs the garment worn by the inhabitants of Peru and 
Chili, which the Spaniards call Poncho. The drefs of the 
men is the fame, except that inftead of fuffering the cloth 
that is wound about the hips to hang down like a petticoat; 
they bring it between their legs fo as to have fome refem- 
blancc to breeches, and it is then called Maro. This is the 
drefs of all ranks of people, and being univet Tally the fame 
as to form, tire gentlemen and ladies diftinguiftr themfclves 
from the lower people by the quantity ; fome of them will 
wrap jound them fcvcral pieces of doth, eight or ten yards 
long, and two or three btoad; and fontc tluowa latgc piece 
]oofcly over their (hotrldeis in the manner of a cloak, or per- 
haps two pieces, if they arc very gtcat perfonages, and are 
defirous to appear in ftatc. The mfciioi fort, who have only 
a fmall allowance of cloth ficnr the tribes or families to 
which they belong, ate obliged to be mote tliinly clad. In 
the beat of tltc dry the; appear almoft naked, the women 
hating only a fcanty petticoat, and the men nothing but the 
faftt that is palled between their legs and faflcncd round the 
l^aift. As finery is always noublcfomc, and particulaily in 
1 a hot 
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.a hot country, where it conftfts in putting one covering upon 
another, the women of rank always uncover tliemfelves as 
low as the waift in the evening, throwing off all 'that they 
•wear on the upper part of the body, with the fame negligence 
and eafe as our ladies would lay by a cardinal or double 
handkerchief. And the Chiefs, even when they vifited us, 
though they had as much cloth round their middle as would 
clothe a dozen people, had frequently the reft of the body 
quite naked. 

Upon their legs and feet they wear no covering ; but they 
fhade their faces from the fun with little bonnets, either of 
matting or of cocoa-nut leaves, which they make occafionally 
in a few minutes. This, however, is not all their head- 
drefs ; the women fometimes wear little turbans, and fome- 
times a drefs which they value much more, and which, in- 
deed, is much more becoming, called Tomou ; the Tmum con- 
lifts of human hair, plaited in threads, fcarcely thicker than 
fewing ftlk. Mr. Banks has pieces of it above a mile in 
length, without a knot. Thefe they wind round the head in 
fuch a manner as produces a very pretty effect, and in a very 
great quantity ; for I have fcen five or fix fuch pieces wound 
about the head of one woman: among thefe threads they ftick 
flowers of various kinds, particularly the cape-jeffamine, of 
which they have great plenty, as it is always planted near 
their houfes. The men fometimes ftick the tail feather of 
the Tropic-bird upright in their hair, which, as I have ob- 
ferved before, is often tied in a bunch upon the top of their 
heads : fometimes they wear a kind of whimfical garland, 
made of flowers of various kinds, ftuck into a piece of the 
rind of a plantain s or of fcarlet peas, ftuck with gum upon 
a piece of wood : and fometimes they wear a kind of wig, 
made of the hair of men or dogs, or perhaps of cocoa-nut 
firings, woven upon one thread, which is tied under their 
Vol. II. C c hair, 
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hair, fo that thefe artificial honours of their head may hang 
down behind. Their perfonal ornaments, befides flowers, 
arc few j both fcxes wear car-rings, but they are placed only 
on one fide : when we came they confided of fmall pieces 
of fli ell, ftone, berries, red peas, or fome fmall pearls, three 
in a firing ; but our beads very foon fupplanted them all. 

The children go quite naked ; the girls till they are three 
or four years old, and the boys till they are fix or feven. 

The ltoufes, or rather dwellings of thefe people have been 
occafionally mentioned before : they are all built in the 
wood, between the fea and the mountains, and no more 
ground is cleared for each houfe, than juft fufticicnc to pre- 
icnt the dropping of the branches from rotting the thatch 
with which they are covered ; from the houfe, therefore, the 
inhabitant fteps immediately under the fhade, which is the 
moft delightful that can be imagined. It confifts of grotes 
of bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, without underwood, which 
arc interfered, in all diredlions, by the paths that lead from 
one houfe to the other. Nothing can be more grateful than 
this lhadc in fo warm a climate, nor any thing more beauti- 
ful than thefe walks. As there is no underwood, the lhadc 
cools without impeding the air ; and the houfes, having no 
walls, receive the gale from whatever point it blows. I fltall 
now give a particular defeription of a houfe of a middling 
flze, from which, as the ftrufhne is univcrfally the fame, a 
perfect idea may be formed both of thofc that are bigger, 
and tltofe that arc lefs. 

The ground which it covers is an oblong fquare, four and 
twenty feet long, and eleven wide ; over this a roof is raifed, 
upon three rows of pillars or polls, parallel to each other, 
one on each fide, and the other in the middle. This roof 
confifts of two flat fides inclining to each other, and termi- 
nating 
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nating in a ridge, exactly like the roofs of our thatched 1769. 
houfes in England. The utmCft height within is about nine ' — * — r 
feer, and the caves on each fide reach to within about three 
feet and an half of the ground : below this, and through the 
whole height at each end, it is open, no part of it being in- 
clofed with a wall. The roof is thatched with palm-leaves, 
and the floor is covered, fomc inches deep, with foft Iiay ; 
over this are laid mats, fo that the whole is one cufluon, 
upon which they fit in the day, and fleep in the night. In 
fome houfes, however, there is one ftool, which is wholly 
appropriated to the mafter of the family; befides this, they 
have no furniture, except a few little blocks of wood, the 
upper fide of which is hollowed into a curve, and which 
ferve them for pillows. 

The houfe is indeed pxincipally ufed as a dormitory ; for, 
except it rains, they cat in the open air, under the fhade of 
the next tree. The clothes that they wear in the day, ferve 
them for covering in the night; the floor is the common bed 
of the whole lioufchold, and is not divided by any parti- 
tion. The mailer of the lioufc and his wife fleep in the 
middle, next to them the manied people, next to them the 
unmarried women, and next to them, at a little diflancc, the 
unmarried men ; the fervants, or Toutous , as they arc called, 
fleep in the open air, except it rains, and in that cafe they 
come juft within the fhed. 

There are, however, houfes of another kind, belonging to 
the Chiefs, in which there is fomc degree of privacy. Thefc 
arc much fmallcr, and fo conftru&cd as to be carried about 
in their canoes ‘from place to place, and fet up occafionally, 
like a tent; they arc inclofcd on the fides with cocoa-nut 
leaves, bur not fo clofc as to exclude the air, and the Chief 
und his wife fleep in them alone. 

Cc 2 
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There are houfes alfo of a much larger fize, not built ei- 
ther for the accommodation of a ftngle Chief, or a fmgle fa- 
mily; but as common receptacles for all the people of a 
diflrifh Some of them are two hundred feet long; thirty 
broad, and, wader the ridge, t-wenry feet bight thefe ate 
built and maintained at the common expence of the diflridl, 
for the accommodation of which they are intended; and 
have on one fide of them a large area; inclofed with low pal- 
lifadoes. 

Thefe houfes, like thofe of feparate families, have no 
walls. Privacy, indeed, is little wanted among people who 
have not even the idea of indecency, and who gratify eveiy 
appetite and paffion before witnelTes, with no more fenfe of 
impropriety than we feel when we fatisfy our hunger at a 
focial board with our family or friends. Thofe who have 
no idea of indecency with refpeft to aftions, can have none 
with refpedl to words ; it is, therefore, fcarcely neccflary to 
obferve, that, in the converfation of thefe people, that which 
is the principal fourcc of their pleafure, is always the prin- 
cipal topic; and that every thing is mentioned without any 
rchraint or emotion, and in the mod direfl terms, by both 
fexes. 

Of the food eaten here the greater part is vegetable. Here 
are no tame animals except hogs, dogs, and poultry', as I 
have obferved before, and thefe are by no means plenty. 
When a Chief kills a hog, it is almofl equally divided among 
bis dependants ; and as they are very numerous, the fhare of 
each individual at thefe feafls, which are not frequent, mull 
ncceflarily be fmall. Dogs and fowls fall fomewhat more 
frequently to the fhare of the common people. I cannot 
much commend the flavour of their fowls ; but we all agreed, 
that a South Sea dog was little inferior to an Englifli lamb ; 

their 
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their excellence is probably owing to their being kept tip, 
and fed wholly upon vegetables. The fea affords" them a 
great variety of fifh. The fmaller fi/h, when they catch any, 
arc generally eaten raw, as we eat oyflers , and nothing that 
the fea produces comes amifs to them • they are fond'of lob- 
flers, ciabs, and other fhell-filh, which are found upon the 
coaft ; and they will eat not onl> fea-infefts, bur what the 
fcamen call Blubbers , though fome of them arefo tough, that, 
they are obliged to fufFer them to become putrid before they- 
can be chewed. Of the many vegetables that have been men- 
tioned already as fcrvmg them for food, the principal is the 
bread-fruit, topiocure which cods them no trouble or labour 
but climbing a tree : the tree which produces it, does not indeed, 
ihoot up fpontaneoufly ; but if a man plants ten of them in 
his lifetime, which he may do in about an hour, he will as 
completely fulfil his duty to his own and future genera- 
tions, as the native of our lefs temperate climate can do by 
ploughing in the cold of wmtei, and reaping in the fum- 
mer’s heat, as often as thefc fcafons return ; even if, aftci he 
has piocured bread for his prefent lioufehold, he fhould con- 
vert a furplus into money, and lay it up for his children. 

It is true, indeed, that the bread-fruit is not always m fea- 
fon ; but cocoa-nuts, bananas, plantains, and. a great variety 
of other fruits, fupply the deficiency. 

TAm’j '5ie.ll be. Ca^n/ifed, dw.coiikerij Is. biir. little. fbidied 
by thefe people as an art ; and, indeed, they have but two 
wajs of applying fire to drefs their food, broiling and bak- 
ing ; the operation of broiling is fo fimple that it requires no 
defcription, and their baking has been defcribed already, 
(page 152.) in the account of an entertainment prepaied 
for us by Tupia. Hogs, and large fi/h, are extremely well 
dreffed in the fame manner} and, in our opinion, were more 

juicy 
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juicy- and more equally done than by any aK of cookery now 
pra&ifed in Europe. Bread-fruit is alfo cooked in an oven 
^ of the, fame kind,- which renders it foft, and fome thing like 
a boiled potaroe ; not quite fo farinaceous as a good one, but 
more fo than thofe of the middling fort. 

Of tlic bread-fruit they alfo make three diflies, by putting 
cither water or the milk of the cocoa-nut to it, then beating 
it to a, pafte with a ftonc peftle, and afterwards mixing it 
with ripe plantains, bananas, or the four pafte which they 
call Mabit. 

The mahie, which has been mentioned as a fucccdaneum 
for ripe bread-fruit, before the feafon for gathering a frcfli 
crop comes on, is thus made : 

The fruit is gathered juft before it is pcrfe&Iy ripe, and 
being laid in heaps, is clofely coveted with leaves; in this 
ftate it undergoes a fermentation, and becomes difagreeably 
fvveec : the core is then taken out entire, which is done by 
gently pulling the ftalk, and the reft of the fruit thrown 
into a hole which is dug for that purpofe, generally m the 
houfes, and neatly lined in the bottom and Tides with grafs 
the -yvhole is then covered with leaves, and heavy ftones laid 
upon them: in this ftate it undeigoes a fccond fermentation, 
and becomes four, after which it will fufTcr no change for 
many months . it is taken out of the hole as it is wanted for 
life, and being made into balls, it is wrapped up in leaves 
and baked ; after it is drefled, it will keep live or fix weeks. 
It is eaten both cold and hot, and the natives feldom make a 
meal without it, though to us the tafte was as difagrecable 
as that of a pickled olive generally is the firft tune it is 
eaten. 

As the making of this maliie depends, like biewing, upon 
fermentation, fo, like brewing, it fometimes fails, without 
2 their 
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.their being able to'afccrtain the caufc ? it is ‘very natural, 1769. 
therefore, that the making it fhonld be conne&ed with fu- ' *7 * J 

pciftitious notions and ceremonies. It generally falls to the f 

lot of the old women, who will fuffer no erdature to touch 
any thing belonging to it, but thofe whoth they employ as 
affidants, nor even to go into that part of the houfc where the 
operation is carrying on. Mr. Banks happened to fpoil a large 
quantity of it only by inadvertently touching a leaf which lay 
upon it. The old woman, who then prefided oVer'thefe my fte- 
ries, told him, that the procefs would fail > and immediately 
uncovered the hole in a fit of vexation and dcfpair. Mr. Banks 
regretted the mifehief he had done, but was fomewhat con- 
foled by the opportunity which it gave him of examining 
the preparation, which perhaps, but for fuch an accident, 
would never have offered. 

Such is their food, to which falt-water is the univerfal 
lauce, no meal being eaten without it : thofe who live near 
the fea have it fetched as it is wanted ; thofe who live at 
fome diftance keep it in large bamboos, which are fet up in 
their houfes, for ufe. Sale-water, however, is not their only 
fauce 5 they make another of the kernels of cocoa-nuts, 
which being fermented till theydiflblvc into a pafie fome- 
what rcfcmbling butter, are beaten up with falt-watcr. The 
flavour of this is very ftrong, and was, when we £irfl tailed 
it, exceedingly naufeous j a little ufe, however, reconciled , 
fome of us to it fo much, that they preferred it to our own 
fauces, efpecially with fifh. The natives feemed to confider 
it as a dainty, and do not ufe it at their common meals ; pof- 
fibly, becaufe they think it ill management to ufe cocoa-nuts 
fo lavifhly, or perhaps, when we were at the ifland, they 
were fcarcely ripe enough for the purpofe. 

Tor drink, they have in general nothing but water, or the 
juice of the cocoa-nut ; the art of producing liquors that in- 
toxicate, 
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*?6g. toxicate, by fermentation, being happily unknown among 

— * ' them ; neither have they any narcotic which they chew, as 

the natives of fome other countries do opium, beetle-root, 
and tobacco. Some of them drank freely of our liquors, and 
in a few inftances became very drunk ; but the perfons to 
whom this happened were fo far from defiring to repeat the 
debauch, that they would nevertouch any of our liquors' after- 
wards. We were however informed, that they became drunk 
by drinking a juice that is exprefled from the leaves of a plant 
which they call Ava Ava. This plant was not in fcafon when 
we were there, fo that wc faw no inftances of its efFe&s; and 
as they confidered diunkennefs as a difgrace, they probably 
would have concealed from us any inftances which might 
have happened during our ftay. This vice is almoft peculiar 
to the Chiefs, and confiderable perfons, who vie with each 
other in drinking the greateft number of draughts, each 
draught being about a pint. They keep this intoxicating 
juice with gieat care from their women. ' 

Table they have none ; but their apparatus for eating is 
fet out with great neatnefs, though the articles arc too fimplc 
and too few to allow any thing for (how: and they commonly 
eat alone; but when a ftranger happens to vifit them, he fome- 
times makes a fecond in their mefs. Of the meal of one of 
their principal people I (hall give a particular defeription. 

He fits down, under the (hade of the next tree, or on the 
Ihady fide of his houfe, and a large quantity of leaves, either 
of the bread-fruit or banana, are neatly fpread before him 
upon the ground as a table-cloth ; a balket is then fet by him 
that contains his provifion, which, if fifli or flelh, js ready 
drefted, and wrapped up in leaves, and two cocoa-nut (hells, 
one full of fait water and the other of frefh : his attendants, 
which are not few, feat themfelves round him, and when all 
is ready, he begins by waftnng his hands and his mouth 
t thoioughly 
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thoroughly with the frefh-watcr, and this he repeats aimed 
continually throughout the whole meal ; he then takes part 
of his provifion out of the bafket, which geneially con fids 
of a fmall fifh or two, two or three bread-fruits, fourteen 
or fifteen ripe bananas, or fix or feven apples : he fiift takes 
half a bread-fruit, peels off the lind, and takes out the core 
with his nails ; of this he puts as much into his mouth as it 
can hold, and while he chews it, takes the fifli out of the 
leaves, and breaks one of them into the fait water, placing 
the other, and what remains of the bread-fruit, upon th^ 
leaves that have been fpread before him. When this is done, 
he takes up a fmall piece of the fifii that has been broken 
into the falt-water, with all the fingers of one hand, and 
fucks it into his mouth, fo as to get with it as much of the 
falt-water as poflible : in the fame manner he takes the reft 
by different morfels, and between each, at lead very fre- 
quently, takes a fmall fup of the falt-water, either out of the 
cocoa-nut fhell, or the palm of his hand : in the mean 
time one of his attendants has prepared a young cocoa-nur, 
by peeling off the outer rind with his teeth, an operation 
which to an European appears very furprifing ; but it de- 
pends fo much upon flight, that many of us were able to do 
it befoie we left the ifland, and fome that could fcaiccly 
crack a filbeit: the mafler, when he cliufcs to chink, takes 
the cocoa-nut thus prepared, and boring a hole through the 
fhell with his finger, or breaking it with a flonc, he fucks 
out the liquor. When lie has eaten his bread-fruit and fifli, • 
he begins with his plantains, one of which makes but a 
mouthful, though it be as big as a black-pudding ; if in- 
ftead of plantains he has apples, he never taftes them till 
they have been paied ; to do this a fhell is picked up fiom 
the ground, where they are always in plenty, and tolled to 
him by an attendant: he immediately begins to cut or ferape 
Vol. II. D d off 
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1769. eff the rind, but fo awkwaully that great part of the fruit, 

“* ' is -wafted. If, inftead of Clli, he has flelh, he mull have fome 

fuccedancum for a knife to divide it ; and for this purpofe a 
piece of bamboo is toiled to him, of which he makes the ne- 
edier)' implement by fplitting tt rranfvei fely with his nail." 
Wliile all this has been doing, fome of his attendants have 
been employed in beating bread-fruit with a done pellle 
Upon a block of wood , by being beaten in this manner, and 
fprinkled from time to time with water, it is reduced to the 
confidence of a foft pafte, and is then put into a veflel fome- 
wliat like a butclicl’s tray, and cither made up alone, or 
mired with banana or mahic, accoiding to the tafte of the 
mailer, by pouring water upon it by degrees and fqueezing 
it often through the hand: under this operation it acquires 
the confidence of a thick cuftaid, and a large cocoa-nut iliell. 
full of it being fet before him, he fips it as we iliottld do a 
Jelly if we had no fpoon to take it fiom the glafs : the meal 
is then finiflied by again walhing his hands and his mouth. 
After which the cocoa nut fliells arc cleaned, and every thing 
that is left is replaced in the balkct. 

The quantity of food which tlrefe people eat at a meal is 
ptodigious: I have feen one man devour two or three fifties 
as big as a perch ; three bread-fruits! each bigger than two 
fids ; fourteen or fifteen plantains or bananas, each of them 
fix or feven inches long, and four or five round ; and near a 
quait of the pounded bread-fruit, which is as fubdantial as 
the thickeft unbaked cudard. This is fo extraordinaiy thar 
I fcarcely expcift to be believed ; and I would not have 1 elated " 
it upon my own Angle tedimony, but Mr. Banks, Dr. Soun- 
der, and mod of the other Gentlemen, have had ocular de- 
mondradon of its truth, and know that I mention them upon 
the occafion. 


It 
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^ It is very wondeiful, that thefe people, -who are remark- 
ably fond of fociety, and particulaily that of their women, ' 
•fliould exclude its pleafures from the table, where among 
nil other nations, whether civil or favage, they have been 
principally enjoyed. How a meal, which every where elfe 
biings families and friends together, came to fepaiate them 
liere, we often enquned, but could never learn. They eat 
alone, they faid, becaufe it was right ; but why it was right 
to eat alone, they never attempted to tell us : fuch, however, 
was the force of habit, that they expreiled the ftrongeft dif- 
like, and even difguft, at our eating in fociety, efpecially 
with our women, and of the fame vidtuals. At fiift, we 
thought this ftrange Angularity arofe from fome fuperfti- 
tious opinion; but they conftantly affirmed the contrary. 
We obfeived alfo fome caprices in the cuftom, for which we 
•could as little account as for the cuflom itfelf. We could 
never prevail with any of the women to partake of the vic- 
tuals at our table when we wcrc'dining in company; yet 
they would go, five or fit together, into the fervants apart- 
ments, and there eat very heartily of whatever they could 
find, of which I have befoie given a particular inflance ; nor 
were they m the lcaft difconccrted if we came jn while they 
were doing it. When any of us have been alone with a wo- 
man, fhe has fometimes eaten in our company ; but then 
ihe has exprefled the great eft unwilhngnefs that it fhould be 
known, and always extorted the ftrongeft piomtfes of fc- 
orecy. 

Among themfelves, even two brothcis and two fillers have 
each their feparate bafkets, with provifion and. the apparatus 
of their meal. When they firft vifitcd us at our tents, eacli 
brought his bafket with him ; and when we fat down to 
table, they would go out, fit down upon the giound, at tWb 
or three yards diftance from each other, and turning their 
v , d d 2 faces 
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feces different ways, take their repaft without interchanging 
a Cngle word. 

The women not only abftain from eating with the men, 
and of the fame vidtuals, hut even have their vidtuals fepa- 
rately prepared by boys kept for that purpofe, who depofit it 
in a feparate ihed, and attend them with it at their meals. 

But though they would not eat with us or with each other, 
they have often alked us to eat with them, when we have 
vifited thofe with whom we were particularly acquainted ac 1 
their houfes ; and we have often upon fucli occafiotis eaten 
out of the fame balket, and drunk out of the fame cup. The 
elder women, however, always appeared to be offended at 
this hbetty, and if we happened to touch their vidtuals, or 
even the balket that contained it, would throw it away. 

, After meals, and in the heat of (he day, the middle-aged 
people of the better fort generally fleep ; they are indeed ex- 
tremely indolent, and ileeping and eating is almoll all that 
they do. Thofe that are older are lefs drowzy, and the boys 
and girls are kept awake by the natural adlivity and fpright- 
linefs of their age. 

Their amufemenrs have occafionally been mentioned in 
my account of the incidents that happened during our reli- 
dence in this ifland, particularly mufic, dancing, wreftling, 
and fliooting with the bow; they alfo fometimes vie with 
each other in throwing a lance. As Ihooting is not at a mark, 
but for diftance; throwing the lance is not for diflance, but 
at a mark : tile weapon is about nine feet long, the mark is 
the bole of a plantain, and the didance about twenty yards. 

- Their only mufical inffruments are flutes and drums ; the 
flutes are made of a hollow bamboo about a foot long, and, 
as lias been obferved before, have only two flops, and con- 
fcquently but four notes, out of which they feem hitherto to 

■ have 
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have formed but one tune ; to tbefc ffop£ they apply the 1769. 
fore finger of the left hand and the middle finger of the ' ' r *- 

right. 

The drum is made of a hollow block of wood, of a cylin- 
drical form, folid at one end, and covered at the other with 
fliark’s Ikin: thefe they beat not with flicks, but their hands, 
and they know how to tunc two drums of different notes 
into concord." They have alfo an expedient to bring the 
flutes that play together into unifon, which is to roll up a 
leaf fo as to flip over the end of the fhorteft, like our Hiding 
tubes for telefcopes, which they move up or down till the 
purpofe is anfwered, of which they feem to judge by their 
ear with great nicety. 

To thefe inflruments they fing ; and, as I have obferved 
before, their fongs are often extempore: they call every two 
verfes or couplet a fon g^Pebay ; they art generally, though 
not always in rhime } and when pronounced by the natives, 
we could difeover that they were metre. Mr. Banks took 
great pains to write down fome of them which were made 
upon our arrival, as nearly as lie could exprefs their founds, 
by combinations. of our letters; but when w'c lead them, not 
having their accent, we could fcarcely make them either 
metre or rhime. The Reader will cafily pciceivc that they 
aic of very different ftru&ure. 

' Tcdc pahai de parow-a 
Ha maru no mina. 

E pahah Tayo malama tai ya 
No Tabane tonatou whannomi ya. 

E Turai cattu terara parcc whennua toai 

Ino o maio Pretanc to whennuaia no Tute. 

Of 
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OF thefe verfes'our knowlege of the language is too im- 
perfect to attempt a tranflation. They frequently nmufe 
themfelves by finging fuch couplets as thefe when they arc 
alone, or with their families, efpecially after it is dark j for 
though they need no fires, they are not without the comfort 
of artificial light between funfet and bed-time. Theic candles 
are made of the kernels of a kind of oily nut, which they 
Hick one over another upon a fkewer that is thrall thtough 
the middle of them ; the upper one being lighted, burns 
down to the fccond, at the fame time confuming that part 
of the fltewer which goes through it ; the fecond taking fire 
burns in the fame manner down to the third, and fo of the 
reft: fome of thefe candles will burn a confiderable time, 
and they give a very tolerable light. They do not often fit 
up above an hour after it is dark ; but when they have ftran- 
gers who fleep in the houfe, they generally keep a light 
burning all night, polfibly as a check upon fuch of the 
women as they with not to honour them with their favours. • 

Of their itinerary concerts I need add nothing to what has 
been faid already; efpecially as I fliall have occafion, more 
particularly, to mention them when I relate our adventures • 
upon another iftand. 

In other countries, the girls and unmarried women are 
fuppofed to be wholly ignorant of what others upon fome 
occafions may appear to know; and their conduft and con- 
verfation are confcqucntlyrcftraincd within narrower hounds, 
and kept at a more remote diftancc from whatever relates' to 
a conncflion with the other fex •• but here, it is juft contrary. 
Among other diverfions, there is a dance, called Timorodce, 
which is performed by young girls, whenever eight or ten 
of them can be colledled together, confiding of motions and 
failures beyond imagination wanton, in the pradice of which 
S they 
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they are brought up from their earliefl childhood, accom- 
panied by -words, which, if it were poffible, would more ex- 
plicitly convey the fame ideas*. In thefe dances they keep 
time with an exadtncfs which is fcarccly excelled by the belt 
performers upon the ftagcs of Europe. But the practice 
which is allowed to the virgin, is prohibited to the woman 
from the moment that flie has put thefe hopeful leffons in 
practice*, and realized the fymbols of the dance; 

It cannot be fuppofed that, among thefe people, chaftity is 
held in muchcftimation. It might be expefted that lifters and 
daughters would be offered to ftrangers, cither as a courtefy, 
or for reward ; and that breaches of conjugal fidelity, even 
in the wife, fhould not be otherwife punilhed than by a few 
hard words, or perhaps a flight beating, as indeed is the cafer 
but there is a fcale in diffolute fenfuality, which thefe people 
have afeended, wholly unknown to every other nation whofe- 
manners have been recorded from the beginning of the 
World to the prefent hour, and which no imagination could 
poflibly conceive; 

A very confidcrable number of the principal people of Ota- 
licitc, of both fexes, have formed themfelves' into a fociety, 
in which every woman is common to every man •, thus fe~ 
cuiing a perpetual variety as often as their inclination 
prompts them to feek It, which is fo frequent, that the fame: 
man and woman feldom cohabit together more than two or 
three days- 

, Thefe fotieties are diftinguiflied by the name of Arreoy y 
and the ^members have meetings, at which no other is pre- 
fent, ’where the men amufe themfelves by wreftling, and the 
women, notwithftanding their occafional connexion with 
different men, dance the Timorodee in all its latitude, as an. 
incitement to defires which it is faid are frequently gratified 

upon 
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this accurfed fociety, that they belonged to it at that time, 
and that feveral of their children had been put to death. 

But I muft not conclude my account of the domeftic life of 
thefe people without mentioning their perfonal cleanhnefs. 
If that which leflens the good of life and increafes the evil 
is vice, furely cleanlinefs is a virtue : the want of it tends to 
deftroy both beauty and health, and mingles difguft with 
our bell pleafuies. The natives of Otaheite, both men and 
women, conftantly wa(h their whole bodies in running wa- 
ter three times every day ; once as foon as they rife in the 
morning, once at noon, and again before they deep at night, 
whether the fea or river is near them or at a diftancc.. I have 
already obferved, that they wafh not only the mouth, but 
the hands at their meals, almoft between every morfel j and 
their clothes, as well as their perfons, are kept without fpot 
or Rain ; fo that in a large company of thefe people, nothing 
is fuffered but heat, which, perhaps, is more than can be faid 
of the politeft aflcmbly in Europe. 
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upon the fpot. This however is comparatively nothing. If 
.any of the women happen to be with child, which in this 
manner -of life happens lefs frequently than if they were to 
•cohabit only with one man, the poor infant is fmotliered the 
moment it is born> that it may be no incumbrance to the fa- 
ther, nor interrupt the mother in the pleafurcs of her diabo- 
lical proftitution. It fometimes indeed happens, that the 
paffion which prompts a woman to enter into this fociety, is 
furmounted when {he becomes a mother, by that inftinftivc 
affeftion which Nature has given to all creatures for the pre- 
fer vati on of their offspring ; but even in this cafe, fhe is not 
permitted to fparc the life of her infant, except fhe can find 
a man who will patronife it as his child: if this can be done, 
the murder is prevented ; but both the man and woman, 
being deemed by this aft to have appropriated each other, 
are ejefted from the community, and forfeit all claim to the 
privileges and pleafures of Arreoy for the future; the woman 
from that time being diftinguifhed by the Term IFhatmownow, 
** beater of children,” which is here a term of reproach; 
though none can be more honourable in the eftimation of 
wifdom and humanity, of right rcafon, and every paflion 
that dillinguifhes the man from the brute. 

It is not fit that a praftice fo horrid and fo flrange fhould 
be imputed to human beings upon flight evidence, but 1 
have fuch as abundantly juftifies me in the account I have 
given. The people themfclves are fo far from concealing 
their conncftion with fuch a fociety as a difgracc, that they 
boaff of it as a privilege ; and both myfelf and Mr. Banks, 
when particular pcifons have been pointed out to us as mem- 
bers of the Arreoy, have queflioned them about it, and re- 
ceived the account that has been here given fiom their own 
lips. They have acknowledged, that they had long been of 
3 this 
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this accurfed fociety, that they belonged to it at that time, 
and that feveral of their children had been put to death. 

But I mull not conclude my account of the domefhc life of 
thefe people without mentioning their perfonal cleanlinefs. 
If that which lefTens the good of life and increafes the evil 
is vice, furely cleanlinefs is a virtue • the want of it tends to 
deltroy both beauty and health, and mingles difguft with 
our belt pleafuies. The natives of Otalieite, both men and 
women, conftantly wafh their whole bodies in running wa- 
ter three times every day; once as foon as they life in the 
morning, once at noon, and again before they fleep at night, 
whether the fea or liver is near them or at a diftance.. I have 
already obferved, that they wafh not only the mouth, but 
the hands at their meals, aimoft between every morfel ; and 
their clothes, as well as their perfons, arc kept without fpot 
or Rain ; fo that in a large company of thefe people, nothing 
is fufFered but heat, which, perhaps, is more than can be faid 
of the politcft afTembly in Europe. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the Manufactures , Boats, and Navigation of Otaheitc. 

I V neccflity is the mother of invention, it cannot be fup- 
pofed to have been much exerted where the hbeiahty of 
Nature has rcndeied the diligence of Art almoft fuperfluous; 
yet there arc many inftances both of ingenuity and labour 
among thefe people, which, confulcring the want of metal 
for tools, do honour to both. 

Their principal manufacture is their cloth, in the mak- 
ing and dying of which I think thcie aic fome particulars 
which may inftru<5t even the artificers of Great Bntain, and 
for that rcafon my dcfciiption will be more minute. 

Then cloth is of three kinds; and it is made of the baik 
of three different trees, the Chincfc paper mulberry, the 
bread-fruit tree, and the tree which rcfcmblcs the wild fig- 
ticc of the Weft Indies. 

The fineft and whiteft is made of the paper mulberry, 
Acuta ; this is worn chiefly by the principal people, and when 
it is djed red takes a better colotu. A fccond fort, inferior 
in whuenefs and fofrncfs, is made of the bread-fruit tree, 
Oor^y and w’orn chiefly by the infciioi people; and a third 
of the tree that refembles the fig, which is coarfe and harfli, 
and of the colour of thedarkeft brown paper: this, though 
it is lefs plcaflng both to the eye and the touch, is the mod 
\ at uable, becaufe it refills water, which the other two forts 
will not. Of this, which is the mod rare as well as the mofl 

ufcful, 
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li fcful, the gi eater part is perfumed, and worn by the Chiefs ^9 
as a morning drefs. > ’’ 

All thefe tiecs arc propagated with great caie, particulaily 
the mulberry, -which covers the large ft pan of the culti- 
vated land, and is not fit for ufe after two or three yeai’s 
growth, when it is about fit or eight feet high, and forne- 
what thicker than a man's thumb ; its excellence is to be 
thin, fliait, tall, and without bianclies. the lower leaves, 
therefore, aic carefully plucked off*, with their germs, as 
often as theic is any appearance of tlicir producing a 
branch. 

But though the cloth made of thefe thice trees is different, 
it is all manufattuicd in the fame mannei ; I fliall, there- 
fore, dcfciibe the procefs only in the fine fort, that is made of 
the mulbcn y. When the trees are of a propei fize, they are 
drawn up, and ftripped of their branches, after which the 
roots and tops are cut off* ; the bark of thefe rods being then 
flit up longitudinally is cafily drawn olf, and, when a proper 
quantity has been procured, it is carried down to fomc run- 
ning water, in which it is depofited to foak, and fecuicd fiom 
floating away by heavy iloncs : when it is fuppofed to be 
fufficiently foftened, the women fervants go down to the 
brook, and fliipping themfelves, fit down in the water, to 
feparate the inner bark fi om the green part on the outfide ; 
to do tins they place the under Tide upon a fiat Smooth hoard, 
and with the Ihell which our dealers call Tyger’s tongue, 

Tellma gargadia, fciape it veiy caiefully, dipping it conti- 
nually in the water till nothing remains but the fine fibi es 
of the inner coat. Being thus prepared in the afternoon, 
they are fpread out upon plantain leaves in the evening ; and 
in this pait of the work there appears to be fomc difficulty, 
as the mifliefs of the family always fupei intends the doing 

. E c 2 of 
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of it: they are placed in lengths of about eleven or twelve 
yards, one by the fide of another, till they are about a foot 
broad, and two or three layers are alfo laid one upon the 
other : care is taken that the cloth fliall be in all pat ts of an 
equal tliicknefs, fo that if the bark happens to be thinner in 
any particular part of one’ layer than the reft, a piece that is 
fomewhat thicket is picked out to be laid over it in the nest. 
In this ftatc it remains till the morning, when great part of 
the water which it contained when it was laid out, is either 
drained off or evaporated, and the feveral fibres adhere to- 
gether, fo as that the whole may be taifed ftom the ground 
in one piece. 

It is then taken away, and laid upon the fmooth fide of a 
long piece of wood, prepared for the purpofe, and beaten by 
the women fet rants, with inftrttments about a foot long and 
tlttcc inches thick, made of a hard wood which they call 
Etna. The fltape of tltis inftrument is not unlike a fquaie 
razor drop, only that the handle is longer, and each of its 
four fidcs or faces is mat ked, lengthways, with fmall grooves, 
or furrows, of different degrees of finenefs j thofe on one 
fide being of a width and depth fufiicient to receive a fmall 
packthread, and the others finer in a regular gradation, fo 
that the lad arc not mote than equal to fcwingfilk. 

They beat it fitft with the coarfeft fide of this mallet, keep- 
ing time like our fmitlis ; it fpreads .very fall under the 
ibokes, chiefly however in the breadth, and the grooves in 
the mallet mark it with the appearance of threads ; it is fuc- 
ccfitvdy beaten with the other fidcs, lad with the fineil, and 
is then fit for ufe. Sometimes, however, it is made flill 
thinner, by beating it with thefineff fide Of the mallet, after 
it has been feveral times doubled: it is then called' Huhoc, and 
U almoft as thin as a muflin ; it becomes very white by being 

bleached 
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bleached in the air, but is made Rill whiter and fofter by i?6g. 
being wafhed and beaten again after it has been worn. ’ v 9 

Of this cloth there are feveral forts, of different degrees of 
finenefs, in proportion as it is more or lefs beaten without 
being doubled : the other doth alfo differs in proportion as 
it is beaten but they differ from each other in conference 
of the different materials of which they are made. The bark 
of the bread-fruit is not taken till the trees are confiderably 
longer and thicker than thofe of the fig j the procefs after- 
wards is the fame. 

When cloth is to be wafhed after it has been worn, ir is 
taken down to the brook, and left to foak, being kept faft to 
the bottom, as at firft, by a Rone ; it is then gently wrung 
or fqueezed ; and fometimes feveral pieces of it are laid one 
upon another, and beaten together with the coarfeR fide of 
the mallet, and they are then equal in thicknefs to broad- 
cloth, and much more foft and agreeable to the touch, after 
they have been a little while in ufe, though, when they come 
immediately from the mallet, they feel as if they had been 
Rarchcd. This cloth fometimes breaks m the beating, but 
is eafily repaiied by patting on a patch with a gluten that is 
piepaicd from the root of the Pca> which is done fo nicely 
that it cannot be difeovered. The women alfo employ them- 
felves in removing blemifhcs of every kind, as our ladies 
do in needle-work or knotting *, fometimes when their work 
is intended to be very fine, they will patte an entire covering 
of hoboo over the whole. The principal excellencies of this 
cloth are its coolnefs and foftnefs ; and its imperfections, its 
being pervious to water like paper, and almoft as eafily torn. 

The colours with which they dia’tlus cloth ai e principally 
red and yellow. The red is exceedingly beautiful, and I 
may \ enture to fay, a brighter and more delicate colour than 
7 any 
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1769* any wc have in Europe ; that which approaches neareft is 
' 1 our full fcarlet, and the bell imitation which Mr. Banks’s na- 

tural hiftory painter could produce.-was by a mixture of ver- 
milion and carmine. The yellow is alfo a bright colour, but 
we have many as good. 

The red colour is produced by the mixture of the juices of 
two vegetables, neither of which feparately has the lead ten- 
dency 10 that hue. One is a fpecics of fig, called here -Mi//**, 
and the other the Cordia Scbejliua , or Ltou ; of the fig the fruit 
is ufed. and of the Cordia the leaves. 


The fi nit of the fig is about as big as a rounceval pea, or 
very ftnall goofeberry ; and each of them, upon bteaking off 
the ftalk very clofc, produces one drop of a milky liquor, ic* 
fcmbling the juice of our fig 3 , of which the tree is indeed 
a fpecics. This liquor the women collect into.a final! quan- 
tity of cocoa-nut water: to prepare a gill of cocoa-nut water 
will rcquiie between three and four quarts of thefc little 
figs. When a fufiicicnt quantity is prepared, the leaves of the 
Etou arc well wetted in it, and then laid upon a plantain leaf, 
whtic they aic turned about till they become more and mote 
flaccid, and then they arc gently fqucczcd, gradually incrcaf- 
ing the prcffuic, but fo as not to break them j as the flacct- 
diry incrcafcs, and they become fpungy, they are fnpplicd 
with more of the liquor; in about five minutes the colour 
begins to appear upon the veins of the leaves, and in about 
ten or a little more, they arc perfectly faturated with it: 
they arc then fqueczed, with as mucli force as can be ap- 
plied, and the liquor Brained at the fame time that it is cs- 
prefied. 

Tor this purpofe, the boys prepare a large quantity of the 
Moo, l>y drawing it between their teeth, or two little flicks, 
till it i> /reed from the gtcen bark and the branny fubflance 

that 
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that lies under it, and a thin web of the fibres only remains j 
in this the leaves of the Etou arc invclopcd, and through 
thefe the juice which they contain is drained as it is forced 
out. As the leaves are not fucculent, little more juice is pi effect 
out of them than they have imbibed : when they have been 
once emptied, they are filled again, and again piefled till the 
quality which tinctures the liquor as it pafles through them 
is exhaufted, they arc then thrown away ; but the Moo, 
being deeply Rained with the colour, is preferved, as a brufh 
to lay the dye upon the cloth. 

The exprefled liquor is always received into fmall cups 
made of the plantain leaf, whether from a notion that it has 
any quality favourable to the colour, or from the facility 
with which it is procured, and the convenience of fmall vef- 
fels to diftribute it among the artificers, I do not know. 


1769 


‘ Of the thin cloth they feldom dye more than the edges, 
but the thick cloth is coloured tlnough the whole furfacc ; 
the liquor is indeed ufed rather as a pigment than a dye, for 
a coat of it is laid upon one fide onl)', with the fibres of the 
Moo; and though I have fecn 'of the thin cloth that has 
appeared to have been foaked in the liquor, the colour has 
not had the fame riclinefs and ludre, as when it has been 
applied in the other manner. 

Though the leaf of the Etou is generally ufed in this pio- 
cefs, and probably produces the fined colour; yet the juice 
of 'the figs will produce a red by a mixture with the fpecies 
of Tournefortia, which they call Taheinoo , the Pohuc , the 
Em he or Convolvulus Bt ajilieiifis, and a fpccics of Solanum 
called Ebooa ; from the ufe of thefe different plants, or from 
different propoitions of the materials, many varieties arc ob- 
obfcrvable in the colours of their cloth, fomc of which are 
confpicuoufly fuperior to others. 


The 



LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 

The beauty, however, of the bed is not permanent ; 'but 
it is piobable that fomc method might be found to fix it, if 
proper experiments were made, and perhaps to fcarch for 
latent qualities, which may be brought out by themixturc of 
one vegetable juice with another, would not be an unprofit- 
able employment : our prefent mod valuable dyes afford dif- 
fident encouragement to the attempt ; for by the mere in- 
fpetdion of indico, woad, dyer’s weed, and mod of the 
leaves which arc tifcd for the like purpofes, the colours 
which they yield could never be difeovered. Of this Indian 
red I fliall only add, that the women who have been employed 
in preparing or ufing it, carefully preferve the colour upon 
their fingers and nails, where it appears in its utmod beauty, 
as a great ornament. 

The yellow is made of the bark of the root of the Merimla 
citnfoUa, called Now, by feraping and infufing it in water ; 
after danding fomc time, the water is drained and ufed as a 
dye, the cloth being dipped into it. The Morinda, of which 
this is a fpccics, feems to be a good fubjedt for examination 
with a view to dyeing. Brown, in his hidory of Jamaica, 
mentions three fpccics of it, which he fays are ufed to 
dye brown; and Uumphius fays of the JBanctiJa Jngufifoha, 
which is nearly allied to ourNono, that it is ufed by the in- 
habitants of the Ead-lndian idands, as a fixing drug for red 
colours, with which it particularly agrees. 

Tlic inhabitants of this iiland alfo dye yellow with the 
fruit of tbeTamanu; but how the colour is extrafted, we 
had no opportunity to difeover. They have alfo a prepara- 
tion with which they die brown and black; but tlicfe co- 
lours arc fo indifferent, that the method of preparing them 
did not excite our curiofity. 


Another 
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* Another confiderable manufafhire is inatting of various 
kinds i fome of which is finer, and better in every refpcft, 
than any we have in Europe : the coarfer fort feives them to 
fleep upon, and the finer to wear in wet weather. With the 
fine, of which there are alfo two forts, much pains is taken, 
cfpecially with that made of the bark of the Poeiou, the Hi - 
blfatt tihaceus of Linnaus, fome of which is as fine as a 
coarfe doth, the other fort, which is ftill moie beautiful, 
they call Vanne ; it is white, glofly, and Aiming, and is made 
of the leaves of their Wbarrou, a fpecies of the Pandantu, of 
which we had no opportunity to fee 'either the flowers or 
fruit: they have other matts, or as they call them Mocas, to 
fit or to fleep upon, which are formed of a great variety of 
rallies and grafs, and which they make, as they do every 
thing elfe that is plaited, with amazing facility and dif- 
patch. 

They are alfo very dexterous in making bafket and wicker- 
work; their bafkets are of a thoufand different patterns, 
many of them exceedingly neat ; and the making them is an 
art that every one pradifes, both men and women • they 
make occafional bafkets and panniers of the cocoa-nut leaf 
in a few minutes, and the women who vifired us early in a 
morning ufed to fend, as foon as the fun was high, for a few 
of the leaves, of which they made little bonnets to fliade 
their faces, at fo fmall an expence of time and trouble, that, 
when the fun was again low in the evening, they ufed to 
throw them away. Thefe bonnets, however, did not cover 
the head, hut confifted only of a band that went round ir, 
and a fliade that piojeded from the forehead. 

Of the bark of the Poeiou they make ropes and lines, from 
the tlucknefs of an inch to the fize of a fmall packthread: 

you II. F f with 
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1769* with thefe they make nets for fifhing : of the fibres' of the 
v ’ cocoa-nut they make thread, for faftening together the feve- 
ral parts of their canoes, and belts, either round or fiat, 
twilled 01 plaited ; and of the bark of the Eroiua, a kind of 
nettle which grows in the mountains, and is therefore rather 
fcarce, they make thebefi fifhing lines in the world; with thefe 
they hold the flrongefl and mofl a&ive fifh, fuch as Bonetas 
and Aibicores, which would fnap our flrongefl filk lines in 
a minute, though they are twice as thick. 

They make alfoakind of feine, of a coarfe broad grafs, the 
blades of which are like Bags : thefe they twift and tie to- 
gether in a loofe manner, till the net, which is about as wide 
* as a large fack, is from fixty to eighty fathom long : this 
they haul in fhoal fmooth water, and its own weight keeps 
it fo clofe to the ground that fcarcely a fingle fifii can 
cfcape. 

In every expedient, indeed, for taking fifii, they are exceed- 
ingly ingenious ; they make harpoons of cane, and point them 
with hard wood, which in their hands ftrike fifii more ef- 
fectually, than thofe which arc headed with iron can do in 
ours, fetting afide the advantage of ours being faftened to a 
line, fo that the fifii is fecured if the hook takes place, 
though it does not mortally wound him. 

Of fifli-hooks they have two forts, admirably adapted in 
their conftrudtion as well to the purpofe they are to anfwer, 
as to the materials of which they are made. One of thefe, 
which they call IViltee IVilUe, is ufed for towing. The fhank is 
made of mother of pearl, the mofl glofly that can be got: the 
infidc', which is naturally the brighteft, is put behind. To thefe 
hooks a tuft of •white dog’s or hog’s hair is fixed, fo as fome- 
what to referable the tail of a fifh; thefe implements, there- 
fore,. 
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fore, are both hook'* and bait,' and are ufed with a rod 'of » 
bamboo, and line of Ercrwa. The fifher, to fecure'his fuc- 
cefs, watches the flight of the birds which conflantly attend 
the Bonetas when they fwim in flioals, by which he directs 
his canoe, and when he has the advantage of thefe guides, 
he fcldom returns without a prize. 

The other kind of hook is alfo made of mother of pearl, 
or fome other hard fliell : they cannot make them bearded 
like our hooks ; but to effeCt the fame purpofe, they make 
the point turn inwards. Thefe are made of all fizes, and ufed 
to catch various kinds of fifli, with great fuccefs. The man- 
ner of making them is very Ample, and every fiflierman is 
his own artificer: the fliell is firfl cut into fquarc pieces, by 
the edge of another fliell, and wrought into a foim corre- 
fponding with the outline of the hook by pieces of coral, 
•which are fufficiently rough to perform the office of a file ; 
a hole is then bored in the middle, the drill being no other 
than the firlt ftone they pick up that has a fliarp corner : this 
they 'fix into ‘the end of a piece of bamboo, and turn it be- 
tween the hands like a chocolate mill; when the fliell is per- 
forated, and the hole fufficiently wide, a fmall file of coral is 
introduced, by the application of which the hook is in a fhorc 
time completed, few coding the artificer more time than a 
quarter of an hour. 

Of their mafonry, carving, and architecture, the Reader 
has already formed fome idea from the account that has been 
given of the Morais, or repofitories of the dead : the other 
mod important article of building and carving is their boats; 
and perhaps, to fabricate one of their principal veflels with 
their tools, is as great a woik, as to build a Britifh man of 
war with ours.' 
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They have an. adze of flonc ; a. chiffcl, or gouge, of bone, 
generally thattof.a-man's arm between tbewtift and elbow; 
a rafp of coral ; and, the fkirtjof si fling-ray, with coral fand, 
as a flic orpoliflier. 

This is a complete catalogue of their tools, and with thefe 
they build houfes, confltuct -canoes, hew (lone, and fell, 
cleave, carve, and polifli timber. 

The Hone which makes flic blade of their adzes is a bind 
of Bafaltes, of ablatkith or grey colour, notvery hard, but of 
conCderablc toughnefs : they are formed of different fizes ; 
Tome, that are intended for felling, weigh from fis to eight 
pounds ; others, that are ufed for carving, not more than Co 
many ounces ; but it is neceffary to fliarpen both almoft every 
minute ; for which purpofe, a ftone and a cocoa-nut IhelL 
full of water are always at hand. 

Their greeted exploit, to which thefe tools are lefs equal 
than to any other, is felling a tree: this requires many hands, 
and the conftant labour of feveral L days. "When it is dawn, 
they fplit it, with the grain, into planks from three to four 
inches thick, the whole length .and breadth of the tree, 
many of which are eight feet in the^irr, and forty to the 
branches, andnearlydf the fame thicknefs throughout. The 
tree generally ufed is in their language called Jvir, the item 
of which is tall and ftrait ; though fome of the fmaller boats 
are made of the bread-fruit tree, which is a light fpongy 
wood, and eafily wrought. They fmooth the plank very e.t- 
pcdiuoufly and dcatcroufly with their adzes, and can take off 
a thin coat from a whole plank without miffing a ilrokc. 
As they have not the art of warping a plank, every part of 
the canoe, whether hollow or flat, is ffiaped by hand. 


The 
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The canoes, nr boats, which are ufed by (he .inhabitants 
of this and the neighbouring iflands, may be divided into 
two general claffes; one, of which they call Ivnhahs, the other 
Pabki. 

Thedyahih is jsfed for Ihort excurfions to fea, and,is wall- 
ftded and flat-bottomed; the Pahie for longer voyages, and is 
bow-Cded and (harp-bottomed. The Ivahahs.are all of the 
fame 'figure, -but of different fizes, and ufed for different 
purpofes : theirilength is from feventy-two feet to ten, but 
the breadth .is by no- means in proportion ; for thofe of ten 
feet are about a foot wide, and thofe of more than feventy 
are fcarcely two. There js the fighting Ivahah, the filling 
ivaliah, and the travelling Ivahah ; for fome of thefe go from 
one ifland to another. The fighting Ivahah is by far the 
longed, .and thebead and dern are confiderably raifed above 
the body, in a femicircular form; particularly the dern, 
which is fometimes feventeen or eighteen feet high, though 
the boat itfelf is fcarcely three. Thefe never go to fea Angle j 
but are.fadencd together, fide by fide, at the didance of about 
three feet, by drong poles of wood, which are laid acrofs 
them and Iafhed to the gunwales. Upon thefe, in the fore- 
part, a dage or platform is raifed, about ten or twelve feet 
long, and fomewhat wider than the boats, which is fupported. 
by pillars about fix feet high : upon this dage dand the fight- 
ing men, whofe miffile weapons are flings and fpears ; for, 
among other Angularities in the manners of thefe people,, 
their bows and arrows are ufed only for diverfion, as we 
throw quoits r below thefe ftages fit the rowers, who receive 
fiorn them thofe that are wounded, and furnifh frefh men 
to afeend in their room. Some of thefe have a platform of 
bamboos or other light wood, through their whole length, 
and confiderably broader, by means of which they, will carry 

a great 
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a great number of men ; but we faw only one fitted in this 
manner. 

' The fiihing Ivahahs vary in length from about forty feet 
to the fmallelt fize, which is about ten ; all that are of the 
length of twenty-five feet and upwards, of whatever fort, 
occafionally carry fail. The travelling Ivahali is always 
double, and furnilhed with a fmall neat houfe about five or 
fix feet broad, and ‘fix or feven feet long, which is faftened 
upon the fore-part for the convenience of the' principal 
people, who fit in them by day, and deep in them at night.* 
The filhing Ivahahs are fometimes joined together, and 
have a houfe on board ; but this is not common. 

Thofe which are fhorter than five and twenty feet, feldom . 
or never carry fail ; and, though the Hern rifes about four or 
five feet, have a flat head, and a board that projefts for- 
watd about four feet. 

The l'ahie is alfo of different fizes, from fixly to thirty feet 
long i but, like tlic Ivahali, is very narrow. One that I mea- 
fured was fifty-one feet long, and only one foot and a half 
wide at tile top. In the widefl part, it was about three feet ; and 
this is the general proportion. It does not, however, widen 
by a gradual fwell ; hut the fidcs being firair, and parallel, 
for a little way below the gunwale, it fwells abruptly, and 
draws to a ridge at the bottom ; fo that a tranfvcrfe fedifon 
of it has fomewhat the appearance of the mark upon cards 
called a Spade, the whole being much wider in proportion to 
its length. Thefc, like the largcftlvahahs, are ufed for fighting; 
hut principally for long voyages ■ The fighting Pahic, which 
is the larged, is fitted with the ilage or platform, which is 
proportionably larger than thofe of the Ivahali, as their form 
enables them to fuflain a much greater weight. Thofe that 
me ufed for failing are generally double; and the middle 
i fize 
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fize are faid to be the beft fea-boats. They are fometimes 
out a month together, going from ifland to ifland ; and fome- 
times; as we were credibly informed, they are a fortnight 
or twenty days at fea, and could keep it longer if they had 
more Aowage for provifions, and conveniencies to hold ffefh 
water. 

When any of thefe boats carry fail Angle, they make ufe 
Of a log of wood which is fattened to the end of two poles 
that lie crofs the veflel, and projeft from fix to ten feet, ac- 
cording to the fize of the veflel, beyond its fide, fomewhat 
like what is ufed by the flying Proa of the Ladrone Iflands, 
and called in the Account of Lord Anfon’s Voyage, an Out- 
rigger. To this outrigger the Ihrouds are fattened, and it is 
eflentially neceflary in trimming the boar when it blows 
frefh. 

Some of them have one matt, and fome two; they arc 
made of a Angle flick, and when the length of the canoe 
is thirty feet, that of the matt is fomewhat lefs than five and' 
twenty ; it is fixed to a frame that is above the canoe, and 
receives a fail of matting about one third longer than itfelf ; ' 
the fail is pointed at the top, fquare at the bottom, and cur- 
ved at the fide j fomewhat refembling what we call a flioul- 
der of mutton fail, and ufe for boats belonging to men of 
war: it is placed in a frame of wood, which furrounds it on> 
every fide, and has no contrivance either for reefing or furl- 
ing ; fo that, if either fliould become neceflary, it mutt be 
cut away, which, however, in thefe equal climates can fel- 
dom happen. At the top of the matt are fattened ornaments 
of feathers; which are placed inclining obliquely forwards ; 
the ihape and pofition of-which will be- conceived at once 
from the figure, in one of the cutsi 

o j. « 
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The oars or paddles that are ufcd with thefe boats, have a 
long handle and a fiat' blade, not unlike a baker’s peel. Of 
thefe every perfon in the boat has one, except thofc that fit 
under the awning; and they pufliher forward with them at a 
good rate. Thefe boats, however, admit fo much water at the 
feams, that one perfon at lead is continually employed in 
throwing it out. The only thing in which they excel is 
landing, and putting off from the fhore in a furf: by their 
gteat length and high fierps they land dry, when our boats 
could fcarcely land at all ; and have the fame advantages in 
putting off by the height of the head. 

The Ivahalis arc the only boats that are ufed by the inha- 
bitants of Otahcite; but we faw feveral Pahies that came 
from other iflands. Of one of thefe I fliall give the exaft 
dimenfions from a careful admeafurement, and then parti- 
cularly deferibe the manner in which they are built. 


Extreme length from ftem to Hern, not reckoning 
the bending up of either - 
breadth in the clear of the top forward 
Breadth in the midfhips - 
Breadth aft - 

In the bilge forward - 

In the midfliips - - - 

Aft 


Depth in tile midfhips - ' - 

Height from the ground on which fhe flood 
Height of her head from the ground, without the 
figure 

Height of the figure - 

Height of the ftern from the ground - 

Height of the figure • - 


Feet. Inclfi. 

51 o 

I 2 

I 6 

1 3 

5 8 

2 11 

2 9 

3 4 

3 * 

4 4 

o II 

8 9 

it ° 


To 


4 



round the world. 


To illuftratc my defcription of the manner in 'which thefe 
veflcls are built, it will be necefiary 
to refer to the figure; in which a a 
is the firft feam> b b the fecond, and 
c c the third. 

The firft ftage or keel, under a is made of a tree hol- 
lowed out like a trough ; for which the longeft trees are 
chofcn that can be got, fo that there are nevei more than 
three in the whole length* the next ftage, under bb , is form- 
ed of ftrait plank, about four feet long, fifteen inches broad, 
and two inches thick: the third ftage, under cc, is, like the 
bottom made of trunks, hollowed into its bilging form; the 
laft is alfo cut out of trunks, fo thac the moulding is of one 
piece with the upright. To foint thefe parrs feparately, with- 
out faw, plane, chill'd, or any other iron tool, may well be 
thought no eafy talk ; but the great difficulty is to join them 
together. 

When all the parts are prepared, the keel is laid upon 
blocks, and the planks being fupported by ftanchions, are 
fewed or clamped together with ftrong thongs of plait- 
ing, which are palled feveral times thiough holes that are 
bored with a gouge or auger of bone, that has been defenbed 
already; and the nicety with which this is done, may be in- 
ferred from their being fufficiently wnrer-nghr for ufe with- 
out caulking. As the plaiting loon rots in the water, it is~ 
renewed at lcaft once a-year ; in order to which, the \ ellel is 
taken entirely to pieces. The head and ftern are rude witli 
refpedt to the defign; but veiy neatly finifiied, and polllhed 
to the higheft degree. 

Thefe Pahies are kept with great care, m a kind of houfe 
built on purpofe for their reception ; the houfes aie formed 
•of poles fet upright in the ground, the tops of which 
v Vol. If. G g are 
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1769. arc drawn towards each other, and fattened together with 
*■ v ' their ilrongeft cord, fo as to form a kind of Gothic arch, 
which is completely thatched quite to the ground, being 
open only at the ends; they are fometimes fifty or City paces 
long. 

As connected with the navigation of thefe people, I fhall 
mention their wonderful fagacity in foretelling the weather, 
at lead the quarter from which the wind fhall blow at a fu- 
ture time ; they have feveral ways of doing this, of which 
however I know but one. They fay, that the Milky-way is 
always curved laterally ; but fometimes in one diredtion, 
and fometimes in another: and that this curvature is the cf- 
feft of its being already acted upon by the wind, and its 
hollow part therefore towards it ; fo that, if the fame curva- 
ture continues a night, a correfponding wind certainly blows 
the next day. Of their rules, I fhall not pretend to judge-, 
but I know that, by whatever means, they can predift the 
weather, at leafl the wind, with much greater certainty than 
we can. 

In their longer voyages, they fleer by the fun in the day, 
and in the night by the Ears ; all of which they diflinguifii 
fcparatcly by names, and know in what part of the heavens 
they will appear in any of the months during which they 
are vifiblc in their horizon ; they alfo know the time of their 
annual appearing and difappearing with more preciGon than 
will ealily be believed by an European aftronomcr. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Of the Divifion of Time in Otahate ; Numeration , Com- 
putation of Dijiance , Language , Difeafes, Difpofal of 
the Dead , Religion , War, W tapons, and Government ; 
leith feme general Obfervations for the Ufe of future 
Navigators. 

W E were not able to acquire a perfect idea of their i ? 6 g 

method of dividing time ; but obferved, that in — 1 

fpeaking of it, either paft or to come, they never ufed any 
term but Malama , which fignifics Moon. Of thefe moons 
they count thirteen, and then begin again , which is a de- 
monftration that they have a notion of the folar yeai : but 
how they compute their months fo that thirteen of them 
fhall be commenfurate with the year, we could not difco- 
ver; for they fay that each month has twenty-nine days, 
including one in which the moon is not vifible. They have 
names for them fcpaiately, and have frequently told us the 
fruits that would be in feafon, and the weather that would 
prevail, in each of them ; and they have indeed a name for 
them collectively, though they ufe it only when they fpeak 
of the myfteries of their religion. 

Every day is fubdivided into twelve parts, each of two 
hours, of which fix belong to the day, and fix to the night. 

At' thefe divifions they guefs pretty neaily by the height of 
the fun while he is above the horizon, but there are few of 
them that can guefs at them, when he is below it, by the 
ftais. 
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In numeration they proceed from one to ten, the num- 
ber of fingers on both hands ; and though they have for 
each number a different name, they generally take hold 
of their fingers one by one, fhifting fiom one hand to the 
other till they come to the number they want to exprefs. 
And in other inftances, we obferved that, when they were 
converfing with each other, they joined figns to their words, 
which were fo expreflive that a Granger might eafiLy appre- 
hend tlieir meaning. 

In counting from ten they repeat the name of that num- 
ber, and add the word more ; ten, and one more, is eleven; 
ten, and two more, twelve ; and fo of the reft, as we fay one 
and twenty, two and twenty. When they come to ten and" 
ten more, they have a new denomination, as we fay afeore; 
and by thefe fcores they count till they get ten of them, 
when they have a denomination for two bundled; and we 
never could difeover that they had any denomination to ex- 
prefs a greater number: neither, indeed, do they feem to 
want any, for ten of thefe amount to two thoufand, a 
greater number than they can ever apply. 

In meafuring diftance they are much moie deficient than 
in computing numbers, having but one term which anfwers 
to fathom; when they fpeak of difiances from place to 
place, they exprefs it, like the Afiatics, by the time that is 
required to pafs it. 

Their language is foft and melodious ; it abounds with 
vowels, and wc eafily learnt to pronounce it: but found it 
exceedingly difficult to teach them to pronounce a fingle 
word of ours; probably not only from its abounding in con.- 
fonants, but from fome peculiarity in its ftrudture ; for Spa- 
tuffi and Italian words, if ending in a. "jewel they Re- 
nounced with great facility. 


. Whether 
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Whethci it is copious, we were not fufficiently acquainted 1769 
with it to know , but it is certainly very imperfeft, for it is ‘ v “ 
almoft totally without inflexion, both of nouns and \erbs. 

Few of the nouns have more than one cafe, and few of the 
verbs more than one tenfe , )cr wc found no great difficulty 
m making ouifehes mutually undcrflood, however ftrangc 
it may appear in fpeculation. 

They have, however, certain afilxa, which, though but few 
in number, are very ufeful to them, and puzzled us ex- 
tremely. One afhs another, Harrc hea ? “ Where are you 
“ going the other anfwers Ivahinera , “ To my wives 
upon which the firfl repeating the anfwer interiogatively, 

4 ‘ To your wives is anfwered, Ivahmcrcira , “ Yes, I am going 
“ to my wives.” Here the fuffixa era and eira fave feveral 
words to both parties; 

I have inferred a few of their words, from- which perhaps 
fome idea may be formed of the language. 


Pupo, 

the head 

Oporema, 

the hand. 

Ahewh, 

tire nofe . 

Manneow, 

the fingers. 

Itoourou, 

the hair . 

Mieu, 

the nails. 

Outou, 

the month. 

Touhe, 

the buttocks. 

Niheo, 

the teeth 

Hoouhah, 

the thighs. 

Arrero, 

the tongue. 

Avia, 

the legs. 

Meu-eumi, 

the beard 

Tapoa, 

the feet. 

Tiarraboa, 

the throat 

Booa, 

a hog. 

Tuamo, 

the Jb outdo s. 

Moa, 

a fowl. 

Tuah, 

the bacL 

Euree, 

a dog. 

Oama, 

the bteajl. 

Eure-eure, 

iron 

Eu, 

the nipples. 

Ooroo, 

bread fruit. 

Oboo, 

the belly. 

Hearee, 

cocoa nuts. 

Rema, 

the am 

Mia, 

bananas . 

Vaee, 
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Vaee, 

•wild plantains. Eupea, •* 

a net. 

Poe, 

beads. Mahanna, 

the fun 

Poc matawewwe, pearl. Malama, 

the moon. 

Ahou, 

a garment. "Whetm, 

afar. 

Avee, 

a fruit hke apples. Whettu-euphe, 

a comet. 

Ahee, another like chefnul Erai, 

the Jky, 

Ewharre, 

a houfe . Eatta, 

a cloud. 

Whennua, 

a high ifland. Mid, 

good. 

Morn, 

a low ifland. Eno, 

bad \ 

Toto, 

blood. A, 

yes. 

Aeve, 

bone. Ima, 

710 . 

Aco, 

fejh. Paree, 

vgl}. 

Mae, 

fat. Paroree, 

hungry. 

Tuea, 

lean. Pja, 

full . 

Hum-hum, 

hair. Timahah, 

heavy. 

Eraow, 

a tree. Mama, 

light. 

Araa, 

a branch . Poto, 

Jhort. 

Tiale, 

ajlower. Roa, 

tall. 

Huero, 

fruit. Nehennc, 

fweet . 

Etummoo, 

the fern. Mala-mala, 

litter. 

Aaa, 

the root. Whailno, 

tog. far. 

Eiherrc, 

herbaceous plants. Harre, 

to go. 

Ooopa, 

a pigeon. Arrca, 

topy. 

Avigne, 

a paroquet. Enoho, 

to remain 

A-a, 

another fpeeies. Rohe robe, 

to be tired . 

Mannu, 

a bird. Maa, 

to eat. 

Mora, 

a duck. Inoo, 

to drink. 

Mattow, 

a ffh-hook. Ete, 

to undctfand. 

Toura, 

a rope. Warrido, 

to feat. 

Mow, 

a fhark Worridde, 

to be angry. 

Mahi-mahi, 

a dolphin. Tcparalu, 

to beat. 

Mattera, 

affhing-rod 

Among 
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Among people whofe food is fo fimplc, and who in gene- 
ral are feldom drunk, it is fcarcely neceffary to fay, that 
there arc but few difeafcs ; we faw no critical difeafe during 
olir day upon the ifland, and but few inftances of ficknefs, 
.which were accidental fits of the colic. The natives, how- 
ever, are affiidled with the eryfipelas, afid cutaneous erup- 
tions of the fcaly kind, very nearly approaching to a leprofy. 
Thofe in whom this diftemper was far advanced, lived in a 
Hate of feclufion from all fociety, each in a fmall houfe built 
upon fame unfrequented fpot, where they were fupplied 
with provifions : but whether they had any hope of relief, 
or languifhed out the remainder of their lives in folitude 
and defpair, we could not learn. We obferved alfo a few 
who had ulcers upon different parts of their bodies, fome 
of which had a very virulent appearance ; yet they feemed 
not much to' be regarded by thofe who were affi idled with 
them, for they were left intirely without application even to 
keep off the flies. 

Where intemperance produces no difeafes, there will be 
no phyficians by profeflion ; yet where there is fufferance, 
there will always be attempts to relieve? and where the 
caufe of the inifcliief and the remedy are alike unknown, 
thefe will naturally be diredled by fuperflition : thus it hap- 
pens, that in this country, and in all others which are not 
further Injured by luxury, or improved by knowlege, the 
management of the lick falls to the lot of the priert. The 
method of cure that is pradlifed by the priefls of Otahcitcs 
confifts chiefly ofprayers and ceremonies. When he vifits liis 
patient he repeats certain fentences, which appear to be fet 
forms contrived for the occafion, and at the fame time plaits 
the leaves of the cocoa-nut into different figures very neatly? 
fome of thefe he faflens to the fingers and toes of the fick, 
a and 
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Vaee, 

•wildplemtahu. Eupea, 

a net. 

Poe, 

heads. Mahanna, 

the fun. 

poe matawewwe, pearl, Malama, 

the moon. 

Ahou, 

a garment, Whcttu, 

ajlar. 

A vee, 

a fruit like apples. Whetm-euphe, 

a comet. 

Ahce, another like chejnuti. Erai, 

the fky. 

Ewharre, 

a houfe. Eatta, 

a cloud. 

Wlicnmia, 

a high ifland. Miti* 

good. 

Motu, 

a loiu rjlond. Eno, 

bad. 

Toto, 

blood. A, 

yes. 

Aeve, 

bone. Ima, 

no. 

Aeo, 

jlejh. Paree, 

vglj. 

Mae, 

fat. Paroree, 

hungry. 

Tuea, 

lean. Pia, 

full. 

Huru-huru, 

hair. Timahah, 

heavy. 

Eraow, 

a. tree. Mama, 

light. 

Ama, 

a branch. Poto, 

Jhort. 

Tiale, 

a flower. Roa, 

tall- 

Huero, 

fruit. Nehenne, 

fwcct. 

Etummoo, 

the Jlem. Mala-mala, 

litter. 

Aaa, 

the root. Whaiino, 

to go far. 

Eiherre, 

herbaceous plants. Harrc, 

* ‘ to go. 

Ooopa, 

a pigeon. Arrea, 

to flay. 

Avigne, 

a paroquet. Enolio, 

to remain. 

A-a, 

another fpecies. Rohe rohe, 

to be tired. 

Mannu; 

a bird. Maa, 

to eat. 

Mora, 

a duck. Inoo, 

to drink. 

Mattow, 

a ffh-book. Ete, 

to undetjland. 

Toura, 

a rope. Warrido, 

to Jleal 

Mow, _ 

a Jhark. Worridde, 

to be angry . 

Mahl-mahi, 

, a dolphin. Tcparahi, 

to beat. 

Mattexa, 

a fjhing-rod. 

Among 
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Among people whofe food is fo fimple, and who in gene- 176$. 
ral are feldom drunk, it is fcarcely ncccflary to fay, that 'ST 
there are but few difeafcs ; we faw no critical difeafe during 
oUr (lay upon the ifland, and but few indances of ficknefs, 

.which were accidental fits of the colic. The natives, how- 
ever, are affii&ed with the eryfipelas, add cutaneous erup- 
tions of the fcaly kind, very nearly approaching to a leprofjv 
Thofe in whom this diftemper was far advanced, lived in a 
{late of feclufion from all fociety, each in a fmall houfc built 
upon fome unfiequented fpot, where they were fupplied 
with provifions : but whether they had any hope of relief, 
or languifhed out the remainder of. their lives in folitude 
and defpair, we could not learn. We obferved alfo a few 
who had ulcers upon different parts of theii bodies, fome 
of which had a very virulent appearance ; yet they feemed 
not much to' be regarded by thofe who were afHidted with 
them, for they were left intirely without application even to 
keep off the flies. 

Where intempeiance produces no difeafes, there will be 
no phyficians by profeffion ; yet where there is fufferance, 
there will always be attempts to relieve; and where the 
caufe of the lmfchief and the remedy are alike unknown, 
thefe will naturally be dii e< 5 led by fuperftition : thus it hap- 
pens, that in this country, and in all others which are not 
further injured by luxury, or improved by knowlcge, the 
management of the lick falls to the lot of the priefl. The 
method of cure that is pra« 5 lifed by the priefls of Otaheite* 
confifts chiefly ofprayers and ceremonies. When he vifits his 
patient he repeats certain fentences, which appear to be let 
forms contrived for the occafion, and at the fame time plaits 
the leaves of the cocoa-nut into different figures very neatly j 
fome of thefe he faflens to the fingers and toes of the lick, 

2 and 
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1769. and often leaves behind him a few branches of the thefpccia 
^ ; populnca , which they call E'mdho: thefe ceremonies are re- 

peated till the patient recoveis or dies. If he recovers, they 
fay the remedies cured him, if he dies, they fay the difeafe 
was incurable, in which pet haps they do not much differ 
from the cuftom of other countries. 

If we had judged of their /kill in furgeiy from the dread- 
ful fears which we fometimes faw, we fhould have fuppofed 
it to be much fuperior to the art not only of their phyficians, 
but of ours. We faw one man whofe face was almoft intirely 
deftroyed, his nofe, including the bone, was pet fedlly flat, 
and one cheek and one eye were fo beaten in, that the hollow 
would almoft receive a man's fift, yet no ulcer remained; 
and our companion, Tupia, had been pieiced quite through 
his body by a fpear headed with the bone of the fling-ray, 
the weapon having entered his back, and come out juft 
under his breaft; but except in reducing dillocations and 
fratfturcs, the beft furgeon can contribute very little to the 
cure of a wound ; the blood itfclf is the beft vulnerary bal- 
fam, and when the juices of the body are pure, and the pa- 
tient is temperate, nothing more is neceflary as an aid to 
Nature in the cure of the worft wound, than the keeping it 
clean. 

Their commerce with the inhabitants of Europe has, how- 
ever, already entailed upon them that dreadful curfe which 
avenged the inhumanities committed by the Spaniards in. 
America, the venereal difeafe. As it is certain that noEuio- 
pean vcflTel befides our own, except the Dolphin, and the two 
that were under the command of Monf. Bougainville, ever 
vifited this ifland, it muft have been hi ought either by one of 
them or by us. That it was not brought by the Dolphin, 
Captain Wallis has dcmonflrntcd in the account of her 
b voyage, 
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voyage, [vol.I. p. 489, 490.] and nothing is more certain than 1769- 
that when we arrived it had made moft dreadful ravages in the ' * 

ifland. One of our people contracted it within five days after 
we went on fliore, and by the enquiries among the natives, 
which this occafioned, we learnt, when we came toundcifland 
a little of their language, that it had been brought by the vef- 
fels which had been there about fifteen months before us, and 
had lain on the eaft fide of the ifland. They diftinguiflied it 
by a name of the fame import with tottemefi , but of a more 
extenfivc fignification, and deferibed, in the mod pathetic 
terms, the fulFerings of the firfl vi&ims to its rage, and told 
us that it caufcd the hair and the nails to fall off*, and the 
flefli to rot from the bones : that it fpread a univerfal terror 
and conftemation among them, fo that the fick were aban- 
doned by their ncareft iclations, left the calamity fliould 
fipread by contagion, and left to perifli alone in fuch mifery 
as till then had never been known among them. We had 
feme reafon, however, to hope that they had found out a 
fpecific to cure it : during our flay upon the ifland we faw 
none in whom it had made a great progrefs, and one who 
went from us infeCtcd, returned after a fhort time in perfect 
health ; and by this it appeared either that the difeafe had 
cured itfelf, or that they were not unacquainted with the 
virtues of fimples, nor implicit dupes to the fuperflitious 
follies of their priefls. We endeavoured to learn the medi- 
cal qualities which they imputed to their plants, hut our 
knowlcge of their language was too imperfect for us to 
fucceed. If we could have learnt their fpecific foi the % cne- 
real difeafe, if fuch they have, it would have been of gieat 
advantage to us, for when we left the ifland it had been con- 
traded by more than half the people on board the flup. 

It is impoflible but that, in relating incidents, many parti- 
cnlars with lefped to the cuftoms, opinions, and uoiks of 

Nol: II. ‘ H h thefc 



134 

1769. 

Dtfpofal of 
Vad, 


LIEUTENANT, COOK’s VOYAGE 

thefc people Ihould be anticipated; to avoid repetition, 
therefore, I fhall only fupply. deficiencies. Of thq manner 
of difpofing of tltcir dead, milch has been faid already. I 
mull more explicitly ohferve that there are two places in 
which the dead arc depofited ; one a kind of fired, where the 
fleflr is fullered to putrefy; the other an cnclofure, with 
eieiSUons of done, where the hones, are afterwards buried. 
The flreds are called TurArotv, and the cnclofurcs Morai. 
The Morais arc alfo places of wor/hip. 

As foon as a native of Otahcitc is known to be dead, the 
houfe is filled with relations, who deplore their lofs, fome by 
loud lamentations, and fome by lefs clamorous, but more 
genuine expreilions of grief. Thofc who arc in the nearefi 
degree of kindred, and are really affefted by the event, are 
filent ; the red are one moment uttering paflionatc exclama- 
tions in a chorus, and the next laughing and talking without 
the lead appearance of concern. In this manner the re- 
mainder of the day on which they affcmblc is fpent, and all 
the fuccecding night. On the next morning the body is 
fhvouded in their cloth, and conveyed to the fea fide upon a 
bier, which the bearers fupport upon their lhoulders, at- 
tended by the pried, who having prayed over the body, re- 
peats his fcntences during the proccilion: when it arrives at 
the water’s edge, it is fet down upon the beach ; the pried 
renews his prayers, and taking up fome of the water in his 
hands, fprinkles it towards the body, but not upon it. ' It is 
then carried back forty or fifty } aids, and foon after biought 
again to the beach, where the prayers and fpi inkling arc re- 
peated : it is thus removed backwards and forwards feveral 
times, and while thefe ceremonies have been peiforming a 
houfe has been built, and a fmall fpace of ground railed in. 
In the center of this houfe, or Tupapow, pods are fee up to 
fupport the bier, which is at length conveyed thither, and 

placed 
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houfe is filled with relations, who deplore their lofs, fome by 
loud lamentations, and fome by lefs clamorous, but more 
genuine expreffions of grief. Thofe who are in the neared 
degree of kindred, and are really affe&ed by the event, are 
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tions in a chorus, and the next laughing and talking without 
the leaft appearance of concern. In this manner the re- 
mainder of the day on which they aflemble is fpent, and all 
the fucceeding night. On the next morning the body is 
fhroudcd in their cloth, and conveyed to the fea fide upon a 
bier, which the bearers fupport upon their lhoulders, at- 
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hands, fprinkles it towards the body, but not upon it. It is 
tben carried back forty or fifty jards, and foon after bi ought 
again to the beach, where the prayers and fpi inkling arc re- 
peated : it is thus removed backwards and forwards fevcral 
times, and while thefe ceremonies have been performing a 
houfe has been built, and a fmall fpace of ground railed in. 
In the center of this lioufe* or Tupapow, pods are fet up to 
fupport the bier, which is at length conveyed thither, and 
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placed upon it; and here the body remains to putrify till the 1769. 
flefli is wholly wafted froth the hones.’ 1 — v ~~~ 

Thefe houfes of corruption are of a fize proportioned to 
tlierdrilcoi: fife perfon whofc body they are to contain j thofe 
allotted to tlffc lower clafs are juft fufficicnt to cover the bier, 
arid have rio railing round them. Tiie largeft we ever faw 
was eleven yards long, and fuch as thefe arc ornamented 
according to the abilities and inclination of the furviving 
kindred, who 1 ri’&ver fail to lay *a pro’fufion of good cloth 
about tiie body'* arid fometimes aftrioft cover the outfide of * 
the hbufe. ‘ Garlands of the fruit of the paliri-riut or panda- 
iiUs, and cocoa leaVe^; twilled by the’priefts in myfterioiis' 
knots, with a r plarit called by them Ethce no Morat, which is 
particularly confecrated to" funereal folemnities, are depofited 
abouV the place'; - provifion and water are alfo* left at a little 
diftaritej- of which, and' of. other decorations, a more parti- 
cular defeription has been given' already. 

As foon as the body is depofited in the Tupapow, the 
mourning is renewed. The -women affemble, and are led 
to the door by the neareft relation, who ftrikes a ftiark’s 
tooth feveral times into the crown of her head': tile blood 
copibufly follows, and is 1 carefully received upon' pieces of 
linen, ‘ which’ arc 'thrown urider the bier!' - The reft of the 
women follow 'this exarriple, and the ceremony is repeated 
aV the iritervalof two or three days, as long as the zeal and 
■forrow' of the parties hold out. The tears alfo which are 
flied upon tliefe bccafioris,' arc received' upon pieces of doth, 

.anti offered as oblations' to the dead': fome of the younger 
people cut off their hair, and that is thrown under the bier 
'-.with the other offerings; This ctiftom is founded upon 
-otiori that' the" foul of the deceafed, which they believe' to' 
ift in ~a Teparate ftate, ‘is hovering about the place where 
- ' Hhs the 
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pliccd upon it, and here the body ieniairis to putufj till the 1769 
flcih is wholly wailed from the bones. 1 v "~ 

Tlicfe houfcs of corruption are of a fizc piopoitioned to 
therank of file perfon whofe body tlicy are to contain ; tbofe 
allotted to tlfe lower clafs are jufl fufficient to cot er tile biei , 
and have rfo railing round them. The larged tvc ever fatv 
was eleven 5 ards long, and fuch as thefe are ornamented 
according to the abilities and inclination of the furviving 
kindred, who' never fail to lay a profufion of good cloth 
dbout the body, and fomctimes almoft cover the outiide of 
the hbtife. Garlands of the fruit of the palm-nut 01 ptmda- 
mti, arid cOcoa leaves, tWiflcd by the priefts in myilenous 
knots, with a plant called by them Etbre r:o Moral, which is 
particularly confecrated to funereal folemnmes, are depofited 
about 1 the place ■, pfovifiori and water are alfo left at a little 
dlftanfce, of which, arid of other decorations, a more parti- 
cular defctiptiott has been gwen alceati^. 

As foon as the body is depofited in tile Tupapow, the 
mourning is renewed. The women affemble, and are led 
to the door by the neareil relation, who flnkes a fhark’s 
tooth fevcral times into trie crown of her head tile blood 
copiouily follows, and is 'carefully received upon pieces of 
linen, winch are thrown under the bier. Tile reft of the 
women follow this example, and the ceremony is repeated 
a't the interval of two or three days, as long as the zeal and 
■for row of the parties hold out. The teais alfo which are 
Hied upon thefe occafions, arc recchccl'upon pieces of cloth, 
and offered as' oblations to the dead fomc of the youngei 
people cut olff then liur, and that is thrown under die bier 
with the other otlcrmgs. This cuftom is founded upon a 
notion that the foul of the deceafcd, which they believe 10^ 
chill in' a feparate Hate, is hovering about the place vvhcie 
His the 
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the body is depofited : that it obferves the actions of the fur- 
vivors, and is gratified by fuch teftimonies of their affedhon 
and grief. „ 

“ -Two or three days after thefe ceremonies have been com- 
menced by the women, during which the men feem to be 
wholly infenfible of their lofs, they alfo begin to perform 
their pau. The neat eft relations take it in turn to affiime the 
drefs, and perform the office which have already been par- 
ticularly deferibed in the account of Tubourai Tamaide’s- 
„ having adted as chief mourner to an old woman, his rela- 
tion, who died while we were in the ifland. One part of the 
ceremony, however, which accounts for the inning away 
of the people as foon as this proceffion is in fight, has not 
been mentioned. The chief mourner carries in his hand a 
long flat ftick, the edge of which is fet with fhark's teeth,! 
and in a phrenzy, which his grief is fuppofed to have in- 
fpired, he runs at all he fees, and if any of them happen to 
he overtaken, he ftrikes them moft unmercifully with this 
indented cudgel, which cannot fail to wound them 'in a dan- 
gerous manner. 1 1 

Thefe proceflions continue' at certain intervals for five 
moons, but are lefs and lefs frequent, by a gradual diminu- 
tion, as the end of that time approaches. When.it is ex- 
pired, what remains of the body is taken down from the 
bier, and the bones liaving been fetaped and \v allied very 
clean, are buried, according to the rank of the perfon, cither 
within or without aMorai: if the deceafed was an Earce, or 
Chief, his fkull is not buried with the reft of the bones, but 
is wrapped up in fine cloth, and put in a kind of box made 
for that purpofe, which is alfo placed in the Moran Tins 
cofler is called Lwharrc no te Orometua , the houfe of a teacher 
•or maftcr. After this the mourning ceafes, except fomc of 

the 
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the women continue to be really afflicted for tbe lofs, and in 1769J 
that cafe they will fometimes fuddenly wound themfelves 1 — v “ 
with the fhark’s tooth wherever they happen to be . this per- 
haps will account for the paffion of grief in which Tei apo 
wounded herfelf at the fort; fome accidental circumftance 
might forcibly revive the remembrance of a friend or rela- 
tion whom flic had loft, with a pungency of 1 egret and ten- 
'dernefs which forced a vent By tears, and piompted her to 
a repetition of the funereal rite. 

1 t 

The ceremonies, however, do not ceafe with the mourn- j 
ing: prayers are ftill faid by the prieft, who is well paid by 
the furviving relations, and. offerings made at the Moral* 

Some of the things, which from time to time are depoficed 
there, are emblematical: a young plantain represents the 
deceafed, and the' bunch of feathers the deity who is* in- 
voked. The prieft places himfelf over-agamft the fymbol of 
the God, accompanied by fome of the relations, who are 
furmfhed with a fmall offering, and repeats his oraifon in a 
fet form, confifting of feparate fentences ; at the fame time 
weaving the leaves of the cocoa-nut into different forms, 
which he afterwaids depofits upon the ground where the 
bones have been interred ; the deity is then addreffed by a 
Jhrill fcreech, which is ufed only upon that occafion. When 
the prieft retires, the tuft of feathers is removed, and the 
provifions left to putrify, or be devoured by the rats. 

Of the religion of thefe people, we were not able to ac- Region. 
<|uire any clear and confident knowlege* we found it like 
the religion of moft other countries, involved in myftery, 
and perplexed with apparent mconfiftences. The leligious 
language is alfo here, as it is in China, different from that 
which is ufed in common, fo thatTupia, who took great 
pains to inftrudt us, having no words to esprefs his mean- 
ing 
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i7%- ing which we underftood, gave us leftures to very little 
' v ' purpofe : what wc learnt, however, I will relate with as 
much perfpicuity as I can.. 

Nothing is more obvious to a rational being, however ig- 
norant or llupid, than that the univerfe and its various parts, 
as far as they fall under his notice, were produced by fome 
agent inconceivably more powerful than himfelf j and no- 
thing is more difficult to be conceived, even by the mod fa- 
gacious and knowing, than the production of them from 
nothing, which among us is exprefled by the word Creation . 
It is natural thcrefoie, as no Being apparently capable of 
producing the univerfe is to be feen, that he ftiould be 
fuppofed to refide in fome diflant part of it, or td be in 
his nature invifible, and that he fhould have originally 
produced all that now exifts in a manner'fimilar to that in' 
which nature is renovated by the fucceffion of one genera- 
tion to another *, but the idea' of procreation includes in' it 
that of two perfons, and from the conjunction of twoperfons 
thefc people imagine every thing in the univerfe cither ori- 
ginally or derivatively to proceed. 

The Supreme Deity, one of thefc two firft beings, they 
call T aroataihetoomoo, and the other, whom they fuppofe 
to have been a rock, Tepapa. A daughter of thefe was 
Tettowmatatayo, the year, or thirteen months collectively, 
which they never name but upon this occafion, and fhc, by 
the common father, produced the months, and the months* 
by Conjunction with each other, the days: the liars they 
fuppofe partly to be the immediate offspring of the firfl pair, 1 
and partly to have incrcafcd among themfelves ; and they have 
the fame notion with rcfpeCt to the different fpecies of plants. 
Among other progeny of Taroataihetoomoo’ and Tepapa* 
they fuppofe an inferior race of deities whom they call 

3 Eatuas, 
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Eatuas. Two of thefe Eatuas, they fay, at fomerdmote pe- 
riod of time, inhabited the earth, and were the parents of 
the firft man. When this man, their common anceflor, was 
born, they fay that he was round like a ball, but that his 
mother, with great care, drew out his limbs, and having at 
length moulded him into his prefent form, flie called him 
Eothe, which fignifies fnijhed. Thar being prompted by ! 
the univerfal inftindt to propagate his kind, and being able r 
to find no female but his mother, he begot upon her a 
daughter, and upon the 'daughter other daughters for feveral 
generations, before there was a fon ; a fon, however, being 
at length born, he, by the afiifiance of his fillers, peopled 
the world. 

Befides their daughterTcttowmatatayo, the firft progenitois 
of nature had a fon whom they called Tane. Taroatai- 
hetoomoo, the Supreme Deity, they emphatically fiile the 
caufer of earthquakes ; but their prayers aremoie generally 
addreffed to Tane, whom they fuppofe to take a greater part 
m the affairs of mankind. 

Their fubordmate deities or Eatuas, which are numerous, 
are of both fexes r the male are worfhipped by the men, and 
the female by the women ; and each have Morais to which 
the other fex is noradmitted, though they have alfb Morais 
common to both. Men perform the office of pried to both 
frara, but rath fra has its ptvtfts, foi thufe. whu oSkvate. fos 
one fex, do not officiate for the other. 

They believe the immortality of the foul, at lead, its 
exiftence in a Separate date, and that there are two fitu- 
ations of different degrees of happinefs, fomewhat ana- 
logous to our heaven and hell : the fuperior lituation they 
call Tavirua Verai t the other Tiahoboo . They do not, how- 
ever, confider them as ‘places of reward and punifhmenr, 

but 
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1759- but as receptacles for different claffes ; the firft, for their 
■"* ; Chiefs and principal people, the other for thofe of inferior 

iank, for they do not fuppofe that their aCtions here in the 
lead influence their future date, or indeed that they come 
under the cognizance of their deities at all. Their religion, 
therefore, if it has no influence upon their morals, is at lead 
difinterefted ; and their expreflions of adoration and reve- 
rence, whether by words or actions, arife only from a 
humble fenfe of their own inferiority, and the ineffable ex- 
cellence of divine perfection. 

The character of the prieft or Tahowa, is hereditary: the 
clafs is numerous, and fonfffts of nil ranks of people j the 
chief, however, is generally the younger brother of a good 
family, and is refpeCtcd in a degiec next to their kings. Of 
the little knowlege that is pofleffed in this country, the 
priefts have the gieateft fliare ; hut it confifts principally in 
an acquaintance with the names and ranks of the different 
Eatuas or fubordinate divinities, and the opinions concerning 
‘the origin of things, which have been traditionally prefcived 
among the Older in detached fentences, of which fomc will 
repeat an incredible number, though but very few of the 
words that are ufed in their common dialeCt occur in them. 

The priefts, however, aie fuperior to the reft; of the people 
in the knowlege of navigation and aftronomy, and indeed 
the name Tahowa fignifies nothing more than n man of 
knowlege. As there are priefts of every clafs, they officiate 
only among that clafs to which they belong : the prieft of 
the inferior clafs is never called upon by thofe of fuperior 
rank, nor will the prieft of the fuperior rank officiate for any 
of the inferior clafs. 

Marriage in this ifland, as appeared to us, is nothing more 
than an agieement between the -man and woman, with 

which 
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which the pried has no concern. Where it is contracted it 
appears to be pretty well kept, though fometimes the panics ' v *' 
feparate by mutual content, and in that cafe a divorce takes 
place with as little trouble as the marriage. 

But though the priefthood has laid the people under no 
tax for a nuptial benediction, there are two operations which 
it has appropriated, and from which it derives confidcrablc 
advantages. One is tattowing^ and the other circumcifion, 
though neither of them have any connexion with religion. 

The tattowing* has been deferibed already. Circumcifion. 
has been adopted merely from motives of clcanlincfs; it 
cannot indeed properly be called circumcifion, bccaufc the 
prepuce is not mutilated by a circular wound, but only flit 
through the upper part to prevent its contracting over the 
giant. As neither of thefe can be performed by any but a 
pried, and as to be without either is the gicatcll difgracc, 
they may be conlklcrcd as a claim to furplicc fees like our 
marriages and ebridenings, which are cheerfully and libe- 
rally paid, not according to any fettled flipend, but the rank 
and abilities of the parties or their friends. 

The Morai, as has already been obfened, is at once a 
burying ground and a place of worihip, and in this parti- 
cular our churches too much rcfembic it. The Indian, how- 
ever, approaches his Morai with a reverence and humility 
that difgraces thechridian, not hecaule beholds any thing 
facrcd that is there, but bccaufc he there worlhips an.invi- 
fible divinity, for whom, though he neither hopes for reward, 
nor fears punifliment, at his hand, he alwaj s exprefles the 
profounded homage and mod humble adoration. I have al- 
ready gi\ cn a vci y particular defeription both of the Montis 
and the altars that arc placed near them. When an Indian is 
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about to worfliip at the Morai, or brings his offering to the 
altar, he always uncovers his body to the xvafte, and his 
looks and attitude are fitch as fufliiciently exprefs a corre- 
fponding difpofition of mind. 

It did not appear to us that thcfe people are, in any in- 
flance, guilty of idolatry'; at leaf! they do not worfliip any 
thing that is the work of their hands, nor any vifible part of 
the ci cation. This ifland indeed, and the left that lie near 
it, have a particular biid, fome a heron, and others a 
king’s fiflier, to which they pay a peculiar legard, and con- 
cerning which they have fome fuperftitious notions with 
refpeft to good and bad fortune, as we have of the fwalloxx 
and robin-red-breaft, giving them the name of Eatua, and 
by no means killing or molelling them; yet. they never 
addiefs a petition to them, or approach them with any aft 
of adoration. 

Though I dare not aflert that thefe people, to whom the 
art of writing, and confequently the rccoi ding of laws, arc 
utterly unknown, live under a legular form of govern- 
ment ; yet a fubot dination is eftablifhed among them, that 
greatly refembles the early flate of every nation in Europe 
under the feudal fyftem, which fecured liberty in the moft 
licentious excefs to a few, and entailed the moft abjeft flavery 
upon the left. 

Their orders are, Earee rahle , which anfwers to king; Earce^ 
haion; Manahouni , vaflal ; and Tontou, villain. The Earce 
rahie, of which* there are two in this ifland, one being the 
fovereign of each of the pcninfulas of which it confifls, is 
treated with great refpeft: by all ranks, but did not appear to 
us to be invefled with fo much power as was exercifed by the 
Earees in their own diftiifts ; nor indeed did we, as I have 
, + before 
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before obfervcd, once fee the fovereign of Obereonoo, while 17^9. 
'vc were in the ifland. The Eaiecs aic lords of one or more * v 
of the diftri&s into which each of the pcninfulas is divided, 
of which there may be about one hundred in the whole 
ifland ; and they parcel out their territories to the Manahou- 
nies, who cultivate each his part which he holds under the 
baron. The loweft clafs, called Toutous, feem to be nearly 
under the fame circumflanccs as the villains in feudal go- 
vernments: thefe do all the laborious work, they cultivate the 
land under thcManahounies, who are only nominal culti- 
vators for the lord, they fetch wood and water, and, under 
tire diretSlion of the miflrefs of the family, drefs the victuals ; 
they alfo catch the fifli. 

Each of the Earees keeps a kind of court, and has a great 
number of attendants, chiefly the younger brothers of their 
own tribe ; and among thefe fome hold particular offices, 
but of what nature exactly wc could not tell. One was called 
the Eovjo. no PEaree, and another the IVhaxino no PEaree, and 
thefe were frequently difpatchcd to us with mdlages. Of 
all the Coufts of thefe Earees, that of Tootahah* was the mofl 
fplendid, as indeed might icafonably be expected, bccaufe 
lie adininiflercd the government for Outou, his nephew, who 
was Earcc raliie of Obereonoo, and lived tipon his eflatc. 

The child of the baron or Earcc, as well as of the fovcrcigu 
or Earee rahic, fuccceds to the title and honouis of the father 
as foon as it is bom* fo that a baion, who was jeilerday, 
called Earce, and was appi cached with the ceremony of 
lowering the garments, fo as to uncover the upper pair of 
the body, is to-day, if his wife was Lift night dehvcied of a 
child, reduced to the rank, of ‘a private man, all matks of 
refpecT being tiansferred to the child, if it is fuffered to live, 
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though the father hill continues poffefTor and adrainiftrator 
of his eftate: probably this cuflom has its fhare, among 
other inducements, in forming the focieties called Arreoy. 

If a general attack happens to be made upon the ifland, 
every diftridt under the command of an Earee, is obliged to 
fumifh its proportion of foldiers for the common defence. 
The number fumifhed by the principal diflridls, which Tupia 
recolIe<5ted, when added together, amounted, as I liaveob- 
ferved before, to fix thoufand fix hundred and eighty. 

Upon fuch occafions, the united force of the whole ifland 
is commanded in chief by the Earee rahie. Private dif- 
ferences between two Earecs, are decided by their own 
people, without at all difturbing the general tranquillity. 

Their weapons arc flings, which they ufe with great dex- 
terity, pikes headed with the flings of fling-rays, and clubs*- 
of about fix or feven feet long, made of a very hard heavy 
wood. Thus armed, they are faid to fight with great ob~ 
flinacy, which is the more likely ro be true, as it is certain 
that they give no quarter to either man, woman, or child, 
who is fo unfortunate as to fall into their hands during the 
battle, or for fomc hours afterwards, till their paffion, which 
is always violent, though not lafling, has fubfided. 

The Earee rahie of Obcreonoo, wliile wc were here, was 
in perfect amity .with the EaTce rahie of Tiarrcboo, the 1 
other peninfula, though he took liimfclf the title of king of 
the whole ifland : this, however, produced no more jealoufy 
in the other fovcrcign, than the title of king of rrancc } 
aflumed by our fovereign, docs in his mofi Chrillian Ma- 
jefty. 

In a government fo rude, it cannot be cxpcdlcd that diflri- 
butivc juflice fhould be regularly adminiflcrcd, and indeed 

where 
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■where there is fo little oppofirion of intereft, in confequence 1769 
of the facility with which every appetite and paffion is gra- ' ' r " 

tified, there can be but few crimes. There is nothing like 
money, the common medium by which every want and 
every wifh is fuppofed to be gratified by thofe who do not 
pofiHs, it ; there is no apparently permanent good which 
either fraud or force can unlawfully obtain ; and when all’ 
the crimes that are committed by the inhabitants of civilized 
countries, to get money, are fet out of the account, not 
many will remain: add to this, that where the commerce 
with woman is reilrained by no law, men will fcldom be 
tinder any temptation to commit adultery, efpecially as one- 
woman is “always lefs preferred to another, where they are 
lefs difUn guifhed by pcrfonal decorations, and the adventi- 
tious circumftances which arc produced by the varieties of 
art, and the refinements of fentiment. That they arc 
thieves is true; but as among thefe people no man can be 
much injured or benefited by theft, it is not necefiary to re- 
train it by fuch punifhmems, as in other countries are abfo 
liitely necefiary to the veiy cxiftcncc of civil fociety. Tupia, 
however, tells us, that adultery is fometimes committed as 
well as theft. In all cafes where an injury has been com- 
mitted, the punifhment of the offender lies with the fuf- 
ferei : adulter)', if the parties are caught in the fa£t, is 
fometimes pumfhed with death in the fiift ardour 6 f refent- 
ment; but without circumftances of immediate provocation, 
the female finner feldom fullers more than a beating. As 
punifhment, however, is enforced by no law, nor taken into 
the hand of aqy magiftrate, it is not often infli&ed, except 
the injured party is the ftrongeft; though the Chiefs do 
fometimes punifh their immediate dependents, for faults 
committed againft each other, and even the dependents of 
- others, 
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others, if they arc accufed of any offence committed in their 
diftrict. 


Having now given the bed defeription that I can of the 
ifland in itsprefent date, and of the people, with their cuf- 
toms and manners, language and arts, I fhall only add a 
few general obfervations, which may be of ufe to future na- 
vigators, if any of the Ihips of Great Britain Ihould recede 
orders to vifit it. As it produces nothing that appears to be 
convertible into an article of trade, and can be ufeful only by ' 
affording rcfrclhments to {hipping in their paffage through 
thefe fcas, it might be made to anfwcr this purpofc in a 
much greater degree, by tranfporting thither Ihecp, goats, 
and horned cattle, with European garden-duff, and other 
ufeful vegetables, which there is the greated reafon to fup- 
pofc will douriflt in fo fine a climate, and fo rich a foil. 

Though this, and the neighbouring iflands lie within the 
tropick of Capricorn, yet the heat is not troublcfomc, nor 
ditl the winds blow condantly from the cad. We had fre- 
quently a frcfli gale front the S. W. for two or three days, 
and fometimes, though very feldom, fromtheN. W. Tupia 
reported, that foutlt wcdcrly winds prevail in October, No- 
vember, and December, ami we have no doubt of the fatd. 
When the winds are vatiable, they arc always accompanied 
by a fwcll from tltc S.W. orW. S. W. ; there isalfo a ftvell 
ftorn the lame points when it is calm, and the atmofphcre 
loaded with clouds, which is a furc indication that the winds 
arc variable, or wcdcrly out at fca, fot with the fettled trade- 
wind the weather is clear. 


The meeting with wcdetly winds, within the general li- 
mits of the cadem trade, has induced feme navigators to 
fuppofc that they were near fomc large track of land, of 
which, howet er, 1 think they are no indication. 
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It has -been found, both by us and the Dolphin, that the 1769. 
trade-wind, in there parts, does not extend farther to the v 
fouth than twenty 1 degrees, beyond which, we generally 
found a gale fiom the weft ward ; and it is reafonable to 
fuppofe, that when thefe winds blow ftrong, they will drive 
back the eafterly wind, and confequently incroacfi upon ‘the 
limits within which they conftantly blow, and thus necef- 
farily produce variable winds, as cither happens to prevail, 
and a fouth wefteily fwell. ' This fuppofition is the more 
probable, ’as it is well known that the trade-wihds blow but 
faintly for fome diftance within their limits, and therefore 
may be more cafily flopped or repelled by a wind in the con- 
trary direction : it is alfo well known, that the limits of the 
trade-winds vary not ( onIy at different feafons of the year, 
blit fometimes at the fame feafon, in diffeient years.. 

There is thciefore no reafon to fuppofe that fouth wefterly 
winds, within thefe limits, are caufed by the vicinity of 
large traefts of land, efpecially as they are always accom- 
panied with a large fwell, in the fame direction in which 
they blow ; and wc find a much greater furf beating upon 
the fhores of the fouth weft fide of the iflands that are ficu- 
ated juft within the limits of the trade-wind, than upon any 
other part of them. , 

The tides about thefe iflands, are perhaps as inconfiderable 
as in any part of the world. A fouth or S. by . moon, makes, 
high water in the bay of Matavai at Otakeite j but the water 
very feldom rifes perpendicularly above ten or twelve 
inches. 

The variation of the compafs, I found to be 4 0 46 ' Eafterly, 
this being the refult of a great number of tiials made with 
- four of Dr. Knight’s needles, adapted to azimuth compaffes. 

Thefe 
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Thefc compaffcs I thought the bed that could be procured 
yet, when applied to the meridian line, I found them to 
differ not only one from another, fometimes a degree and an 
half, .but the fame needle, half a degree from itfelf in dif- 
ferent trials made on the fame day i and I do not remember 
that I have ever found two needles which exactly agreed at 
the fame time and place, though I hav e often found the fame 
needle agtec with itfelf, in fcveral trials made one after the 
other. This imperfcflion of the needle, however, is of no 
confequencc to navigation,- as the variation can always be 
found to a degree of accuracy, more than fuilicicnt for all 
nautical purpofes. 


CHAT. . 
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CHAP. XX. 

fl Defcrtption of fever a l other Jjlands in the Neighbourhood 
of Otaheite> with various Incidents ; a dramatic Enter- 
tainment ; and many Particulars relative to the Cufloms 
and Manners of the Inhabitants . 

A FTER pairing with our friends, we made an eafy fail, * 7 6 9 
with gentle breezes and clear weather, and were in- < — 
formed by Tupia, that four of the neighbouring iflands, Tharrday13 * 
which he diftinguiflied by the names of Huaheine 
Ulietea, Otaha, and Bolabola, lay at the diftance of 
between one and two days fail from Otaheite; and that hogs, 
fowls, and other refrefhments, with which we had of late 
been but fparingly fupplied, were there to be procured in 
great plenty ; but having djfcovered from the hills of Ota- 
heite, an lfland lying to the northward, which he called 
Tethuroa, I determined firft to Rand that way, to take a 
nearer view of it. It lies N. f W, diftant eight leagues from 
the northern extremity of Otaheite, upon which we had ob- 
ferved the tranfir, and to which we had, for that reafon, 
given the name of Point Venus. We found it to be a fmall 
low ifland, and weie told by Tupia, that it had no fettled 
inhabitants, but was occafionally vifitcd by the inhabitants 
of Otaheite, who fometimes went thither for a few days to 
fifh ; we therefore determined to fpend no more time in a 
farther examination of it, but to go in fearch of Huaheine 
and Ulietea, which lie defcribed to be well peopled, and as 
large as Otaheite. 

Vol. II. K k 
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Ai fii o’clock in the morning of the 14th, the weflcnnol 
> pert of Etairo, or York Ifland, bore S. E. f S. and the body 
of Oraheite E. f S. At noon, the body of York Ifland bore 
E. by S-fS. and Fort-Royal bay, at Otaheite, S. yo D 4j'E 
clftant 61 miles, and an ifland which we took to be Saun- 
ders's Ifland, called by the natives T«rovaiMo, bore 
5 . S. 17 - AYc alfo faw land bearing N. W. i W. which Tupii 
laid was Huaheine- 

On the 15th, it was hazy, with light breezes and calmi 
inccccding each other, fo that we could fee no land, an! 
made but little way. Our Indian, Tupta, often prayd 
for a wind to his god Tane, and as often boallcd of his fuc- 
cefs, which indeed he took a very cflcchial method to fccun; 
for he nercr began his addrefs to Tane, till he faw a brcc: 
fo near that he Lnew it mufl reach the fhip before his oraifre 
was well orcr. 



round the world. ,, 

was given to underftand, that the name of the king was 
Oree, and he propofed, as a mark of amity, that we ihould 
exchange names. To this I readily confented ; and he was 
Cookee, fork) he pronounced my name, and I was Oree, for 
the reft of the time we were together. We found thefc 
people to be very nearly the fame with rliofe of Otaheite, in 
perfon, drefs, language, and every other circumftance, ex- 
cept, ifTupia might be believed, that they would norfteal. 

Soon after dinner, we came to an anchor, in a fmall but 
excellent harbour on the weft fide of the ifland, which the 
Natives call Owharre, in eighteen fathom water, clear 
ground, and fecure from all winds. I went immediately a- 
fhore, accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Monk- 
houfe, Tupia, King Cookee, and fome other of the natives 
who had been on board ever fince,the morning. The mo- 
ment we landed Tupia ftripped liimfelf as low as the waift, 
•and defiled Mr. Monkhoufe to do the fame: he then fat 
down before a great number of the natives, who were col- 
lected together in a large houfe or (lied; for here, as well as 
at Otaheite, a houfe confifts only of a roof fupported upon 
poles j the reft of us, by his defire, handing behind. He 
then began a fpeech or prayer which lafted about a quarter 
of an hour, the King who flood over againft him every now 
and then anfwering m what appeared to be fet refponfes. In 
the courfe of this harangue he delivered at different times 
two handkerchiefs, a black filk neckcloth, fome beads, two 
fmall bunches of feathers, and fome plantains, as prefents to 
their Eatua, or God. In return for thefe, he received for our 
Eatua, a hog, fome young plantains, and two fmall bunches 
of feathers, which he ordered to be carried on board the 
fhip. After thefe ceremonies, which we fuppofed to be the 
ratification of a treaty between us, every one was difmitfed 
K k 2 to 
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176^. to go whither he pleafed; and Tupia immediately repaired 
t j to offer his oblations at one of the Morais. 

Monday 17, The next morning, we went on fhore again, and walked 
up the hills, where the produ&ions were exadtly the fame 
as thofe of Otaheite, except that the rocks and day appeared 
to be more burnt. The houfes were neat, and the boar- 
houfes remarkably large ; one that we meafured was fifty 
paces long, ten broad, and twenty-four feet high ; the whole 
formed a pointed atch, like thofe of our old cathedrals, 
which was fupported on one fide by twenty-fix, and on the 
other by thirty pillars, or rather polls, about two feet high, 
and one thick, upon moft of which were rudely carved the 
heads of men, and feveral fanciful devices, not altogether 
unlike thofe which we fometimes fee printed from wooden 
blocks, at the beginning and end of old books. The plains, 
or flat part of the country, abounded in bread-fruit, and 
cocoa-nut trees ; in fome places, however, there were fait, 
fwamps and lagoons, which would produce neither. 

Tucfday 18. We went again a-fhore on the 18th, and would have taken 
the advantage of Tupia’S company, in our perambulation ; 
but he was too much engaged with his friends : we took 
however his boy, whofe name was Tayeto, and Mr, Banks 
went to take a farther view of what had much engaged his 
attention before; it was a kind of chefl or aik, the lid of 
which was nicely fewed on, and thatched very neatly 
with palm-nut leaves* it was fixed upon two poles, and fup* 
ported on little arches of wood, very neatly carved ; the ufc 
of the poles feemed to be to remove it from place to place, in 
the manner of our fedan chairs : in one end of it was a fquare 
hole, in the middle of which was a ring touching the fides, 
and leaving the angles open, fo as to form a round hole 
within a fquare one. The firft time Mr. Banks faw this cof- 
fer, 
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fer, the aperture at the end was flopped with a piece 6f cloth, 1769. 
which, leaft he fhould give offence, he left untouched ; pro- » -!uly ' . 
bably there was then fomething within,* but now the cloth Tuefday 184 
was taken away, and, upon looking into it, it was found 
empty. The general refemblance between this repoGtory 
and the Ark of the Lord among the Jews is remarkable; 'but 
it is ftill more remarkable, that upon enquiring of the boy 
what it was called, he fatd, Eivharre lurEatua , the houfe of the 
God ■ he could however give no account of its fignification or 
ufe. We had commenced a kind of trade with the natives, 
but it went on flowly j for when any thing was offered, not 
one of them would take- it upon his own judgment, but col- 
lected the opinions of twenty or thitty people, which could 
not be done without great lofs of time. We got, however, 
eleven pigs, and determined to try for more the next day. 

The next day, therefore, we brought out fome hatchets, w e dnef. w 
for which we hoped' we fhould have had no occaGon, upon 
an ifland which no European had ever vifued before. Thefe 
procured us three very large hogs ; and as we propofed to 
fail in the afternoon, King Oree and feveral others came on 
hoard to take their leave. To the King I gave a fmall plate 
of pewter, on which was ftamped this infeription, “ His Bii- 
« tannic Majefty's fhip, Endeavour, Lieutenant Cook Com- 
« mander, idth July 1769, Huaheine.” I gave him alfo 
fame meatus 01 ctromeis, xefamWmg com of England, 
ft ruck in the year 1761, with fome other piefents ; and he 
promifed that with none of thefe, particularly the plate, he 
would ever part. I thought it as lafting a teftimony of our 
having firft difeovered this ifland, as any we could leave ber* 
hind ; and having difmifled our vifitors well fatisfied, and in 
great good-humour, we fet fail, about half an hour after two 
in the afternoon. 


The-' 
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1769. The iiland of Huaheine, or HualiencJ is fituated in the la- 
Jaly ‘ « titudeof 43' S and longitude 150 0 52' W. from Green- 
wednef. rg. j s ( ]iftant from Otaheite about th iriy-one leagues, 

in the direction of N. 58 \V. and is about fcven leagues in 
compafs. Its furface is hilly and uneven, and it has a fafe 
and commodious harbour. The harbour, which is called by 
the natives Owalle, orOwH^JtRc, lies on the weft ftdc, un- 
der the northcrmoft high land, and within the north end of 
the reef, which lies along that fide of the ifland ; there are 
two inlets or openings, by which it may be entered, through 
the reef, about a mile and a half diftant from each other ; 
the fouthermoft is the wideft, and on the fouth fide of it lies 
a very fmall Tandy ifland. 

Huaheine feems to be a month forwarder in its produc- 
tions than Otaheite, as we found the cocoa-nuts full of ker- 
nel, and fomc of the new bread-fruit lit to cat. Of the cocoa- 
nuts the inhabitants make a food which they call Poc, by 
mixing them with yams ; they ferape both fine, and having 
incorporated the powder, they put it into a wooden trough, 
with a number of hot Hones, by which an oily kind of hafiy 
pudding is made, that our people reliflrcd very well, cfpe- 
cially when it was fryed. Mr. Banks found not more than 
eleven or twelve new plants ; but be obferved fome infers, 
and a fpccics of fcorpion which he had not feen before. 

The inhabitants feem to be larger made, and more flout, 
than thofc of Otaheite. Mr. Banks mcafured one of the men, 
and found him to be fix feet three inches and an half high} 
yet they are fo lazy, that he could not perfuade any of them 
to go up the hills with him : they faid, if they were to at- 
tempt it, the fatigue would kill them. v The women were 
very fair, rabre fo than thofe of Otaheite ; and in general* 
wc thought them more handfomc, though none that were 
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equal to feme individuals. Both fexes feemed to be lefs timid, 1769. 
and lefs curious : it has been obferved, that they made no » ■ » 
enquiries on board the fhip; and when xvc fired a gun, they w ' Jncf **• 
were flighted indeed, but they did not fall down, as our 
friends at Otaheite cpnftantly did when we firft came among 
them. For this difference, however, we can cafily account 
upon other principles the people at Huaheine had not feen 
the Dolphin, thofe at Otaheite had. In one, the report of a 
gun was conncdted with the idea of inflant definition ; to 
the other, theie was nothing dreadful in it but the appear- 
ance and the found, as they had never experienced its power 
of difpenfing death. 

While we weie on fhore*, we found that Tupia had com- 
mended them beyond their merit, when he faid that they 
would not fteal ; for one of them was deredled in the faft. But 
when he was feized by the hair, the reft, inftead of running 
away, as the people at Otaheite would have done, gathered 
round, and enquired what provocation had been given: but 
this alfomay be accounted for without giving them credit for 
fuperior courage; they had no experience of the confequcncc 
of European refentment, which the people at Otaheite had 
in many inftances purchafed with life. It muft however be’ 
acknowledged, to their honour, that when they underftood 
what had happened, they fhowed ftrong figns of difappio- 
bation, and preferibed a good beating for the thief, which, 
was immediately adminiftered. 

Wc now made fail for the ifland of Ulietea, which lies UJieteu 
S. W. by W. diftant feven or eight leagues from Huaheine, 
and at half an hour after fix in the evening xvc were within 
three leagues of the fhore, on the eaftem fide. Wc flood off 
and on all night, and when the day broke the next morning, 
we flood in for the fhore : we foon after difco\crcd an open- 
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ing in the reef which lies before the ifland, within which 
Tupia told us there was a good harbour. I did not, how- 
ever, implicitly take his word ; but fent the mailer out in 
the pinnace to examine it.: he foon made the fignal for the 
tfiip to follow; we accordingly flood in, and anchored in two 
and twenty fathom, with foft ground. 

The natives foon came off to us in two canoes, each of 
which brought a woman and a pig. The woman we fup- 
pofed was a mark of confidence, and the pig was a prefent; 
we received both with proper acknowledgments, and com- 
plimented each of the ladies with a fpike nail and fome 
beads, much to their fatisfadlion. We were told by Tupia, 
who has always expreffed much fear of the men of Bola- 
bola, that they have made a conqueft of this ifland ; and 
that, if we remain here, they will certainly come down to- 
morrow, and fight us. We determined, therefore, to go on 
ihore without delay, while the day was our own. 

I landed in company with Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and 
t]ic other Gentlemen, Tupia being alfo of the party. He in- 
troduced us by repeating the ceremonies which he had per- 
formed at Huaheine, after which I hoi fled an Englifli jack, 

' and took pofieflion of this and the three neighbouring iflands, 
Huaheine, Otalia, and Bolabola, which were all in light, in 
the name of his Britannic Majefty. After this, we took a 
walk ro a great Morai, called Tapodeboatea. Wc found it 
very different from thofc of Oraheite ; for it conflfled only of 
four walls, about eight feet high, of coral floncs, fome of 
which were of an immenfe fizc, inclofing an area of about 
five and twenty }aids fquarc, which was filled up with 
fmallcr ftones: upon the top of it many planks were fet up 
an end, which were carved in their whole length : at a little 
diftancc we found .an altar, or Ewhatta, upon which lay the 

lafl 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


3 aft oblation or faciifice, a hog of about eighty pounds 1769 
weight, which had been offered whole, and \ery nicely 
roafted. Here were alfo four or five Ewharre-no-Eatua, or 
houfes of God, to which cairiagc poles were fitted, like that ( 
which we had feen at Huaheine. One of thefe Mr. Banks cx- 
amined by putting his hand into it, and found a parcel about 
five feet long and one thick, wrapped up in marts . he broke 
a way through feveral of thefe matts with his fingers, but 
at length came to one which was made of the fibres of the 
cocoa-nut, fo firmly plaited together that he found it impofi- - 
fible to tear it, and therefoie was forced todefift; cfpccially 
as he perceived, that what he had done already gave great 
offence to our new friends. From hence we went to a long 
houfe, not far diftant, where among rolls of cloth, and fe- 
deral other things, we faw the model of a canoe, about three 
feet long, to which were tied eight human jaw-bones . wc 
had already learnt that thefe, like fealps among the Indians 
of North America, were trophies of war. Tupia affirmed 
that they were the jaw-bones of the natives of this ifland; if 
fo, they might have been hung up, with the model of a ca- 
noe, as a fymbol of invafion, by the warriors of Bolabola, as 
a memorial of their conqueft. 

Night now came on apace, but Mr. Banks and Dr. Solan- 
der continued their walk along the fhorc, and at a little dis- 
tance faw another Ewharre-no-Eatua, and a tree of the fig 
kind, the fame as that which Mr. Green had feen at Otaheite, 
in great perfection, the trunk, or rather congeries of the 
roots of which was forty- two paces in circumference. 

On the aifi, having difpatched the Mailer in the long-boat Fnd*y 
to examine the coall of the fouth part of the ifland, and one 
of the Mates in the yawl, to found the harbour where the 
ffiip lay, I went mjfelf m the pinnace, to fun cv that part 
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of the ifland which lies to the north Mr. Banks and the 
Gentlemen were again on fho re, trading with the natives, ancl 
examining the piodufts and curiofities of the country; they 
few nothing, however, worthy notice, hut fettle mote jaw- 
bones, of which they made no doubt but that the account 
they had hcaid was true. 

On the sad and 23d, having ftrong gales and bazey wea- 
ther, 1 did not think it fafe to put to fca j but on the 24th, 
though the wind was dill variable, I got Under fad, and 
plyed to the northward within the reef, with a view to go 
out at a wider opening than that by which I had entered; in 
doing this, however, I was unexpectedly in the mod immi- 
nent danger of linking on the rock : the Mailer, whom 1 had 
ordered to keep continually founding in the chains, fuddenty 
called out, “ two fathom.* This alarmed me, for though I 
knew the fhip drew at lead fourteen feet, and that theiefore 
it Was impoffible fuch a Ihoal Ihould be under her keel *, yet 
the Mailer was either millaken, or Ihe went along the edge 
of a coral rock, many of which, in the neighbourhood of 
thefe Wands, are as deep as a Wall. 

This harbour or bay is called by the natives Oopoa, and 
taken in its greateft extent, it is capable of holding any num- 
ber of Ihipping. It extends almod the whole length of the cad 
fide of the Wand, and is defended from the fea by a reef of 
coral rocks: the foutheimod opening in this reef, oi chan- 
nel intu the harhour, by which we entered, is little more- 
than a cable’s length wide ; it lies off the cadermod point of 
the Wand, and may be known by another fmall woody 
illand, which Ucs a little to the fouth ead of it, called by the » 
people here Oatara. Between three and foui miles north 
wed fvom this illand lie two other Wets, in the fame direc- 
tion as the xeef, of which they aie 3 part, called Opvrvrv 
x. and 
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1 Tamou-; between thefc lies the other channel into the 17C9. 
■hour, through which I went out, and which is a full quar- ■ Ialy ’._, 
of a mile wide. • Still farther to the north well arc fomc 
er fmall iflands, near which I am told there is another 
ill channel into tile harbour ; but this I know only by 
ort. 

Ihc principal refreihments that arc to be procured at this 
t of the illand are, plantains, cocoa-nuts, yams, hogs, and 
'Is ; the hogs and fowls, however, are fcarce ; and the 
ntry, where we faw it, is neither fo populous, nor fo rich 
troduce as Otahcite, or even Hualieine. Wood and wa- 
may alfo be procured here ; but the water cannot convc- 
itly be got at. 


ye were now again at fea, without having received any 
irruption from the hollile inhabitants of Bolabola, whom, 
withllanding the fears of Tupia, we intended to vifit. At 
r o’clock in the afternoon of the 25th, we were within a 
;uc of Otaha, which bore N. 77 \V. To the northward of 
foutli end of that illand, on the cad fide of it, and fomc- 
1 g more than a mile from the Ihorc, lie two fmall iflands, 


ed Toaiioutu anil Whcnnuaia ; between which, Tupia Tmioin. 
i, there is a channel into a very good harbour, which lies 
tin the reef, and appearances confirmed his report. 


s I difeovered a broad channel between Otaha and Bola- 
1, I determined rather to go through if, than run to the 
th ward of all ; but the wind being right a-hcad, I got no 
and. 


ct ween five and foe in the evening of the sGth, as I was wt* t r. as. 
ding to the northward, I difeovered a fmall low illand, 
g N. by W. or N.N.W. dillantfour or five leagues from 
tbola. We were told by Tupia that the name of this 
L 1 a illand 
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ifland is Tubai j that it produces nothing but cocoa-nuts, and 
is inhabited only by three families ; though it is vifited by 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring iflands, who refort thi- 
ther to catch fi(h, with which the coaft abounds. > 

On the 27 th, about noon, the peak, of Bolabola bore 
N. 25 W. and the north end of Otaha, N. 80 W. diftant three 
leagues. The wind continued contrary all this day and the 
night following. On the a8th, at fix in the morning, we were 
near the entrance of the haibour on the eaft fide of Otaha, 
which has been juft mentioned ; and finding that it might 
be examined without lofing time, I fent away the Mailer in 
the long-boat, with orders to found it \ and, if the wind did 
not fhift in our favour, to land upon the ifland, and traffic 
with the natives for fuch refrefhmcnts as were to be had. In 
this boat went Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, who landed upon 
the ifland, and before night purchafed three hogs, twenty- 
one fowls, and as many yams and plantains as the boat 
would hold. Plantains we thought a more ufeful re- 
fiefhment even than pork j for they were boiled and ferved 
to the fhip’s company as bread, and were now the more ac- 
ceptable a Sr our bread was fo full of vermin, that notwith- 
Handing all poffible care, we had fometitnes twenty of them 
in our mouths at a time, every one of which- tailed as hot as 
mu Hard. The ifland feemed to be more barren than Ulietea, 
but the produce was of the fame kind. The people alfo exa£Uy 
refembled thofe that we had feen at the other iilands ; they 
were not numerous, but they flocked about the boat whom- 
ever ihe went from all quarters, bringing with them what- 
ever they had to fell. They paid the ftrangers, of whom they 
had received an account from Tupia, the fame compliment 
which they ufed towards their own Kings, uncovering their 
fiioulders, and wrapping their garments round their breads 5 

and- 
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and were fo folicitous to prevent its being negle&cd by any 
of their people, that a man was font with them, who called 
out to eve 17 one they met, telling him what they were, and 
what he was to do. 

f 

In the mean time, I kept plying off and on, waiting for 
the boat’s return ; at half an hour after five, not feeing any 
thing of her,- 1 fired a gun, and after it, was dark hoified a 
light i at half an hour after eight, we heard the report of a 
mufquet, which we anfwered with a gun, and foon after the 
boat came on board. Tile Mailer reported, that the harbour 
was fafe and commodious,, with good anchorage from, 
twenty-five to fixteen fathom water, clear ground. 

As foon as the boat was hoified in, I made fail to the north- 
ward, and at eight o'clock in the morning of the 29th, we Siicrfiy J3 ) 
were clofe under the Peak of Bolabola, which was high, 
rude, and craggy. As the ifland was altogether inacccffible 
m this part, and we found it impofliblc to weather it, wc 
tacked and flood off, then tacked again, and after many trips 
did not weather the fotitli end of it till twelve o’clock at 
night. At eight o’clock the neat morning,’ wc difeovered an' Sutiiiy 3r. 
ifland, which bore from us N. 63 ° W. diflam about eight 
leagues ; at the fame time the Teak of Bolabola bore N. £ E. 
diflant three orfour leagues. Thisifland Tupia called Mae- Mmroa, 
KVA, and faid that it was final!, wholly furrounded by a reef, 
and without any harbour for (hipping s but inhabited, and 
bearing the fame produce as the neighbouring iflands: the 
middle of it rifes in a high round hill, that may be feen at 
the diflance of ten leagues. 

“When we were off Bolabola, wc faw but few people on 
the {bore, and were told by Tupia that many of the inhabi- 
tants were gone to Ulietea. In the afternoon v.c found our- 
fitlvcs nearly the length of the fouth end of Ulietea, and to 

wind- 


aGr 



Tnday iS.. 



26 i 


LIEUTENANT COOK’S VOYAGE 

1769. windward of fome harbours that lay on the well lidc of this 
. W; . jfland. Into one of thefe harbours, though \vc had before 
c«»iay 30. b een afliorc on the other fide of the illand, I intended to put, 
in order to Hop a leak which we had fprung in the powder 
100m, arid to take in more ballad, as I found the fliip too 
' light to carry fail upon a wind. As the wind was right 
againd us, we plied off one of the liaibours, and about three 
1 nfily !. o’clock m the afternoon on the id of Augud, we came to an , 
anchor in the entrance of the channel leading into it in four- 
teen fathom water, being prevented from wotking in, by a 
tide which fet vert' dro ng our. We then carried out the 
kcdgc-anchor, in order to warp into the harbour ; but when 
this was done, wc couid not trip the bower-anehor with all 
the purchafc we could make ; wc wetc therefore obliged to 
Wcdacr.j. lie dill all night, and in the morning, when the tide turned, 

. the (hip going over the anchor, it tt ipped of itfelf, and wc 
warped the (hip into a proper birth with cafe, and moored 
in twenty-eight fathom, with a fantly bottom. While this 
was doing many of the natives came off to us with hogs, 
fowls, and plantains, which they parted with at an eafy rate. 

When the (hip was fccured, I went on fliore to look fora 
proper place to get ballad and water, both which I found in 
a very convenient fttuatiort. 

This day Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr fpent on (bore very 
much to their fatisfaftion j every body feemed to fear and 
refpeft them, placing in them at the fame time the utmoft 
confidence, behaving as if confeious that they poffeffcd the 
power of doing them mifcluef, ’without any propenfity to 
make ufe of it. Men, women and chddien crowded round 
them, and followed them whet ever they went ; but none of 
them wete guilty of the lead incivility: on the contrary, 
whenever there happened to be dittor water in the way, the 

men 
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men vied with each other to carry them over on their backs. 1769. 
They were conducted to the houfes of the principal people, » 
and were received in a manner altogether new : the people, Wednef ' ** 
who followed them while they were in their wa/, ruflied 
forward as foon as they came to a houfe, and went liaflily in 
before them, leaving 'however a lane fufficiently wide for 
them to pafs. When they entered, they found thofc who had 
preceded them ranged on each fide of a long matt. Which was 
fpread upon the ground, and at the farther end of which far 
the family in* the firft houfe they entered they found 
fome vety young women or children, drefled with the utmofl 
neatnefs, who kept their Ration, expecting the Grangers to 
tome up to them and make them prefents, which they did 
with the greateft pleafurej for prettier children or better 
drefled they had never feen. One of them was a girl about 
fix years old ; her gown, or upper garment, was red ; a large- 
quantity of plaited hair was wound round her head, the or- 
nament to which they give the name of Tamou, and which 
they value more than any thing they poflefs. She fat at the 
upper end of a matt thirty feet long, upon which none of the 
fpe&ators prefumed to feta foot, notwithstanding the crowd j 
and flie leaned upon the arm of a well-looking woman about 
thirty, who was probably her nuife. Our Gentlemen walked 
up to her, and as foon as they approached, Ihe flretched out 
her hand to receivq the beads which they offered her, and 
no Princcfs in Europe could have done it with a better grace. 

The people were fo much gratified by the prefents which 
were made to thefe girls, that when Mr. Banks and Dr. So- 
lancjer returned, they feemed attentive to nothing but how to 
oblige them j and in one of the houfes they were, by order 
of the mailer, entertained with a dance, different from any 
tli at they had feen. It was performed by one man, who put 

upom 
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1769. windwaid of fome harbours that lay on the weft fide of this 
. Ju}y _~ . ifland. Into one of thefe harbours, though we had befoie 
Sunday 30. fc eerl ^ore on the other fide of the ifland, I intended to put, 
in order to ftop a leak which wc had fprung in the powder 
100m, and to take in more ballaft, as I found the fhip too 
* light to carry fail upon a wind. As the wind was right 
againft us, we plied ofF one of the harbours, and about three 
luefdiy 1*. o’clock in the afternoon on the ill of Auguft, we came to an 
anchor in the entrance of the channel leading into it in four- 
teen fathom water, being pi evented fiom working in, by a 
tide which fet very flrong out. then carried out the 
kcdge-anchor, in order to warp into the harbour ; but when 
this was done, wc could not trip the bower-anchor with all 
the purchafe we could make ; we weie therefore obliged to 
Wtdacf, 2, lie ftill all night, and in the morning, when the tide turned, 

. the (hip going over the anchor, it tripped of itfclf, and we 
warped the Ihip into a proper birth with cafe, and moored 
in twenty-eight fathom, with a fandy bottom. While this 
was doing many of the natives came off to us with hogs, 
fowls, and plantains, which they parted with at an eafy rate. 

When the Ihip was fecured, I went on fliore to look for a 
proper place to get ballaft and water, both which I found in 
a very convenient fituarion. 

This day Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander fpent on fliore very 
much to their fadsfaftion ; every body feemed to fear and 
refpeft them, placing in rhem at the fame time the utmoft 
confidence, behaving as if confcious that they poflefled the 
power of doing them xnifehief, 'without any propenfity to 
make ufcot it. Men, women and chddien crowded round 
them, and followed them wherever they went ; but none of 
them were guilty of the leaft incivility, on the contrary, 
whenever there happened to be dirt or water in the way, the 

men 
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men vied with each other to carry them over on their hacks. 1769. 
They were conducted to the Iioufcs of the principal people, , 
and were received in a manner altogether new : the people, Wednef ‘ ** 
who followed them while they were in their wa/, rufhed 
forward as foon as they came to a houfc, and went haflily in. 
before them, leaving 'however a lane fufficiently wide for 
them to pafs. When the)' entered, they found thofc who had 
preceded them ranged on each fide of a long matt, which was 
fpread upon the ground, and at the farther end of which far 
the family : in the firffc houfe they entered they found 
fome vciy young women or children, drefled with the utmoft: 
ncatnefs, who kept their Ration, expecting the Grangers to 
come tip to them and make them prefents, which they did 
with the grcatcfl pleafure; for prettier children or better 
dreiled they had never feen. One of them was a girl about 
fix years old j, her gown, or upper garment, was red; a large 
quantity of plaited hair was wound round her head, the or- 
nament to which they give the name of Tamou, and which 
they value more than any thing they poflefs. She fat at the 
upper end of a matt thirty feet long, upon which none of the 
fpe&ators prefumed to fet a foot, notwithstanding the crowd; 
and flic leaned upon the arm of a well-looking woman about 
thirty, who was probably her nurfe. Our Gentlemen walked 
up to her, and as foon as they approached, She Stretched out 
her hand to rcceivq the beads which they ofFeied her, and 
no Princcfs in Europe could have done it with a better grace. 

The people were fo much gratified by the prefents which 
weic made to thefe girls, that when Mr. Banks and Dr. So- 
lancjer returned they feemed attentive to nothing but how to 
oblige them; and m one of the houfes they weie, by order 
of the mailer, enrertained with a dance, different from any 
that they had feen. It w T as performed by one man, who put 

uponi 
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1769- upon his head a large cylindrical piece of wicker-work, or 
. _ g — 1 j bafket, about four feet long and eight inches in^diameter, 
Wcdnef. 2. was f ace d with feathers, placed perpendicularly, with 

the tops bending forwards, and edged round with fhark’s 
teeth, and the tail featheis of Tropic birds : when he had 
put on this head-drefs, which is called a JVhow , he began to 
dance, moving flowly, and often turning his head fo as that 
the top of his high wicker-cap deferibed a ciicle, and fomc- 
tiraes throwing it fo near the faces of the fpe&ators as to 
make them ftait back: this was held among them as a very 
good joke, and never failed to pioduce a peal of laughter, 
cfpecially when it was played o/Fupon one of the Grangers. 

Thurfday 3. On the 3d, we went along the fhore to the northward, 

which was in a diredlion oppofite to that of the loute Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solandcr had taken the day before, with a dc- 
fign to purchafc flock, which we always founds the people 
more ieady to part' with, and at a more eafy price, at their 
houfes than at the market. In the courfe of our walk we 
met with a company of dancers, who detained us two hours, 
and during all that time afforded us great entertainment. 
The company confifled of two women dancers, and fix men, 
with three drums ; wc were informed by Tupia, that they 
were fomc of the mod confidcrable people of the ifland, and 
that though they were continually going from place to place, 
they did not, like the little drolling companies of Otahcite, 
take any gratuity from the fpc&ators. The women had upon 
their heads a confidcrable quantity of Tamou, or plaited 
hair, which was brought fcveral times round the head, and 
adorned in many parts with the flowers of the cape-jeffa- 
minc, which were duck in with much tadc, and made a 
head-drefs truly elegant. Their necks, fhoulders, and arms 
were naked j fo wetc the breads alfo as low as the parting 

the 
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the arm; below that, they were covered with black cloth, 1769. 
which fet clofe to the body i at the fide of each bread, next 
the arm, was placed a fmall plume of black feathers, much Thurf ' I *J r ** 
in the fame manner as our ladies now wear their nofegays or 
Bouquets 5 upon their hips relied a quantity of .cloth' plaited 
very full, which reached up to the bread, and fell down 
below into long petticoats, which quite concealed their feet, 
and which they managed with as much dexterity as our 
opera dancers could have done: the plaits above the waift 
were brown and white alternately, the petticoats below weic 
all white. 

In this drefs they advanced Tideways in a meaftired dep, 
keeping excellent time to the drums, which beat biilkly and 
loud ; foon after they began to /hake their hips, giving the 
folds of cloth that lay upon them a very quick motion, 
which was in fome degree continued through the whole 
dance, though the body was thrown into various poduies, 
fometimes Handing, fometimes fitting, and fometimes red- 
ing on their knees and elbows, the fingers alfo being moved 
at the fame time with a quicknefs fcarcely to be imagined. 

Much of the dexterity of the dancers, however, and the en- 
tertainment of the fpe&atois, confided in the wantonnefs 
of their attitudes and gedures, which was, indeed, fuch as 
exceeds all defeription. 

One of thefe girls had in her ear three pearls j one of them 
was very laige, but fo foul that it was of little value ; the 
other two were as big as a middling pea ; thefe were clear, 
and of a good colour and fhape, though fpoiled by the dril- 
ling. Mr. Banks would fain have purchafed them, and 
oflered theownei any thing /lie would a/kfor them, but /he 
could not be peifuaded to part with them at any price: he 
tempted her with the value of four hogs, and whatetei^lfe 
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£hc fkould chufe, but without fuccefs ; and indeed they fet 
a value upon their pearls very nearly equal to what they 
would fetch among us, except they could be procured before 
they are drilled. 

Between the dances of the women, the men performed a 
hind of dramatic interlude, in which there was dialogue as 
well as dancing; but wc were not fufficicntly acquainted 
with their language to underhand the fubjeft. 

On the 4th, fome of our gentlemen faw a much more re- * 
gular entertainment of the dramatic kind, which was divided 
into four a« 5 ts. 

Tupia had often told us that he had large pofiefitons in 
this ifland, which had been taken away from him by the 
inhabitants of Bolabola, and he now pointed them out in 
the very bay wheie the fiiip was at anchor. Upon our going 
onlhore, this was confirmed by the inhabitants, who fhewed 
us feveral diftri&s or Whennuas, which they acknowledged 
to be his light. 

On the 5th, I received a prefent of three hogs, fome fowls,- 
fcvcral pieces of doth, the largeft we had,fcen, being fifty , 
yards long, which they unfolded and difplayed fo as*to make 
the greateft fhow poffible; and a confiderable quantity of 
plantains, cocoa-nuts, and other refrefhments, from Opoony, 
the formidable king, or, in the language of the country, 
Earce rahie, of Bolabola, with a meffage that he was at this 
time upon the ifiand, and that the next day he intended to 
pay me a vifit. 

In the mean time Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went upon 
the hills, accompanied by feveral of the Indians, who con- 
duced them by excellent paths, to fuch a height, that they 
plainly faw the other fide of the ifiand, and the pafiage 
through which the fliip had palled the reef between the little 
iflands of Opururu and Tamou, when we landed upon it the 
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ROUND THE WORLD. 


367 

Crft time. As they were returning, they faw the Indians 1769 
eacrcifing thcmfelves at what they call Ei oiv/miv, which is 
nothing more than pitching a kind of light lance, headed Sit “' ,Il rs- 
with hat d wood, atamark- in this amufement, though they 
feem very fond of it, they do not excel, for notabovc one in 
twelve ftruck the mark, which was the bole of a plantain 
tiee, at about twenty yatds didancc. 

On the 6th, we all (laid at home, expelling thevifit of the smdajis, 
gi cat king, but we were difappointed ; we had, however, 
much more agreeable company, for he fent three very pretty 
girls to demand Something in return for Ins prefent: perhaps 
he was unwilling to trud himfclf on board the Ihip, or per- 
haps he thought his melfengeis would procure a more valu- 
able return for his hogs and poultry than he could himfelf ; 
be that as it ‘may, we did not tegret his abfcnce, nor his 
meflengers their vifit. 

In the afternoon, as the great king would not come to us, 
we determined to go to the great king. As he was lord of 
the Bolabola men, the conquerors of this, and the terror of 
all the other illands, we expected to fee a Chief young and 
vigorous, with an intelligent countenance, and an enter- 
pnfing fpirit: we found, however, a poor feeble wretch, 
witheied and decrepit, half blind with age, and fo fluggiflr 
and dupid that lie appeared fcarcely to have undemanding 
enough left to know that it was probable we Ihould be gra- 
tified either by hogs or women. He did not lcceive us 
fitting, or with any date or formality as the other Chiefs had 
done : we made him our prefent, which he accepted, and 
gave a hog in return. We had learnt that his principal refi- 
dcnce was at Otaha ; and upon our telling him that we in- 
tended to go thither in our boats the next morning, and that 
M m 2 we 
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1769. we fhoultl be glad to have him along with us> he promifcd 
Auguft. . - . 

v. „ — > to be of the party. 

Monday 7. Early in the morning, therefore, I fet out both with the 
pinnace and long-boat for Otaha, having fome of the gentle- 
men with me ; and in our way we called upon Opoony, who 
was in his canoe, ready to join us. As foon as we landed at 
Otaha, I made him a prefent of an ax, which I thought 
might induce him to encourage his fubje£ts to biing us fuch 
piovifion as we wanted; but in this we found ourfelves fadly 
difappointed, for after flaying with him till noon, we left 
him without being able to procure a Angle article. 1 then 
ptoceeded to the noith point of the ifland, in the pinnace, 
having fent the long-boat another way. As I went along I 
picked up half a dozen hogs, as many fowls, and fome plan- 
tains and yams. Having viewed and fketched the harbour 
on this fide of the ifland, I made the befl of my way back, 
with the long-boat, which joined me foon after it was daik ; 
and about ten o’clock at night we got on board the fhip. 

In this excuifion Mr. Banks was not with us ; he fpentthe 
morning on hoard the fhip, trading with the natives, who 
came off in their canoes, for proviflons and curiofities ; and 
in the afternoon he went on fhore with his draughtfman, to 
fketch the dreffes of the danceis which he had feen a day or 
two before. He found the company exactly the fame, ex- 
cept that another woman had been added to it: the dancing 
alfo of the women was the fame, but the interludes of the 
men were fomewhat varied ; he faw five or fix perfonned, 
which were different from each other, and very much re- 
TajHayS. fembled the drama of our flage dances. The next day, he 
went afhore again, with Dr. Solander, and they dire&cd 
their courfe towards the dancing company, which, from the 
( time 
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time of our fecond landing, had gradually moved about 1769. 
two leagues in their courfe round the ifland. They faw « Augtl ‘ h j 
more dancing and more interludes, the interludes ftill vary- Taef,:Ja }’ 8 ' 
ing from each other: in one of them the .performers, who 
were all men, were divided into two parties, which were 
diftingui flied from each other by the colour of their cloaths, 
one being brown, and the other white. The brown party 
reprefented a mafter and fervants, and the white party a 
company of thieves: the mafter gave a bafket of meat to the 
reft of his party, with a charge to take care of it: the dance 
of the white party confided 'of feveral expedients to ftcal it, 
and that of the brown party in preventing their fuccefs. 

After fome time, thofe who had charge of the bafket placed 
themfelves round it, upon the ground, and leaning upon it, 
appeared to go to flcep ; the others, improving this opportu- 
nity, came gently upon them, and lifting them up from the 
bafket, carried off their prize: the fleepers foon after awak- 
ing, miffed their bafket, but prefently fell a dancing, without 
any farther regarding their lofs ? fo that the dramatic action of 
this dance was, according to the fevereft laws of criticifm, 
one, and our lovers of fimplicity would here have been gra^ 
tiffed with an entertainment gerfe&ly fuited to the chaftity 
of their tafte. 

On the 9th, having fpenc the morning in trading with the Wcfcefi <?• 
canoes, we took the opportunity of a breeze, which fprung 
up at Eaft, and having flopped our leak, and got the frefh 
flock which we had purchafed on board, we failed out of the 
harbour. When we were failing away, Tupia flrongly 
urged me to fire a fliot towards Bolabola, poftibly as a mark 
of his refentment, and to fhew the power of his new allies: 
in this 1 thought proper to gratify him, though wc were 
feven leagues diftant. 


While.- 
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WIfile we were about thcfe lflands, we expended a cry 
little of the fhip’s protifions, and were vciy plcntifullj flip- 
plied with hogs, fowls, plantains and jams, which we 
hoped would have been of great ufe to us in our courfc to the 
fouthward, but the hogs would not cat European gram of 
any kind, pulfe, or bread duft, fo that we could not prefen e 
them nine, and the fowls were all \ei> foon feizcd with a 
difeafe that afTe&ed the head fo, that they continued to hold 
it down between their legs till they died much dependence 
therefore muft not be placed in live dock taken on boaid at 
thcfe places, at leaft not till a difeovery is made of fomc food 
that the hogs will eat, and fomc remedy for the difeafe of 
the poultij 

Having been necellaul) detained at Uhetea fo long, b) the 
carpenters m flopping our leak, we determined 10 gne up 
our defign of going on fliorc at Bolabola, cfpeciallj as itap 
peared to be difficult of accefs 

To thcfe fix iflands, Ulictca, Otaha, Bolabola, Iluaheine, 
Tubai, and Maurua, as they lie contiguous to each other, I 
ga\c the names of Society Islands, but did not think it 
proper to diftinguiffi them feparatcly by any other names 
than thofc b) which they were known to die natives , 
They are fltuated between the latitude of id° 10' and iC° 
S and. between the longitude of xco -0 c?' and if a 0 av from 
the meridian of Gieenwich Ulictea and Otaha lie within 
about two miles -of each other, and are both mclofed within 
one reef of coral rocks, fo that there is no paffage for flip- 
ping between them This reef forms fcvcral cxceBent har- 
bours , the entrances into them, indeed, arc but narrow, 
yet when a fhip is once in, nothing can hurt her The har- 
bours on the call fide hate been defenbed alrcad) , and on 
the weft fide of Ulictca, which is the largcft of the two, there 



K 0 T 7 FTD THE WORLD. 


ire three. The northermofl, in which we lay, is called <761). 
Oh am anc no : the channel leading into it is about a quarter i Apg “ 11, , 
of a mile wide, and lies between two low fandy iflands, WedaeI * rJ 
which arc the northermofl on this fide ; between, or jufl 
within the two iflands, there is good anchorage in twenty- 
eight fathom, foft ground. This harbour, though final], is 
preferable to the others, becaufc it is fituated in the mod 
fertile part of the ifland, and where frefh. water is eafily to* 
be got. The other two harbours lie to the fouthward of 
this, and not far from the fouth end of the ifland: in both' 
of them there is good anchorage, with ten, twelve, and. 
fourteen fathom. They are eafily known by three fmall 
woody iflands at their entrance. The fouthcrmolt of thefe 
two harbours lies within, and to the fouthward of the fouth- 
ermoft of thefe iflands, and the other, lies between the two 
northermoR. 1 was told that there were more harbours at 
the fouth end of this ifland, but I did not examine whether 
the report was true- 

Otalia affords two very good harbours, one on the caff 
fide, and the other, on the wefl. That on the cafi fide is 
called Ohamcnc, and has been mentioned already; the other 
is called Oherurua, and lies about the middle of the fouth 
wefl fide of the ifland ; it is pretty large, and affords good 
anchorage in twenty and twenty-five fathom, nor is there 
any want of freflt water. The breach in the reef, that forms 
a channel into this harbour, is about a quarter of a mile 
bioad, and like all the refl is very fleep on both fidcs ; in gc- 
ncral there is no danger here but what is vifible. 

The ifland of Bolabola lies N. \V. and by W. from Otaha, 
diflant about four leagues; it is furrounded by a reef of 
rocks, and feveral fmall iflands, in compels together about 
eight leagues. 1 was told, that on the fouth wefl fide of 
S , the 
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the iftand there is a channel through the reef into a very 
good harbour, but I did not think it worth while to examine 
it, for the reafons that have been juft afligned. This iftand 
is rendered very remarkable by a high craggy hill, which ap- 
pears to be almoft perpendicular, and terminates at the top 
in two peaks, one higher than the other. 

The land of Ulietea and Otaha is hilly, broken, and irre- 
gular, except on the fea coaft, yet the hills look green and 
pleafant, and arc in many places clothed with wood. The 
fevcral particulars in which thefe iflands and their inhabit- 
ants differ fiom what we hadobferved atOtaheite, have been 
mentioned in the courfc of the narrative. 

AVc purfued out courfe without any event worthy of note 
Sondiy i$. till the 13th, about noon, when we faw land bearing S.E. 
chetern. which Tupia told us was an iftand called Ojicteroa. About 
fix in the evening, we were within two or three leagues of 
it, upon which I fhortened fail, and flood off and on all 
Monday 14. night : the next morning ftood in for the land. We ran to 
leeward of the iiland, keeping clofe in Ihorc, and faw fevc- 
ral of the natives, though in no great numbers, upon die 
beach. At nine o’clock I fent Mr. Gore, one of my Lieute- 
nants, in the pinnace, to endeavour to land upon the iftand, 
and learn from the natives whether there was anchorage in. 
a bay then in fight, and what land lay farther to the fouth. 
ward. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander accompanied Mr. Gore in 
this expedition, and as they thought Tupia might be ufeful, 
they took him with them. 

As the boat approached the fbore, thofc on board perceived 
the natives to be armed with long lances ; as they did not 
intend to land till they got round a point which run out at a 
little diftancc, they ftood along the coaft, and the natives 
therefore very probably thought they v.crc afraid of them. 

They 
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They had now got together to the number of about fixty, and >76$: 
all of them fat down upon the fhore, except two, who were , 
difpatched forward to obferve the motions of thofc in the Mcmchy ,4 ’ 
boat. Thefe men, after walking a-breaft of her fomc time, 
at length leaped into the water, and fwam towards her, but 
.were foon left behind; two more then appeared, and at- 
tempted to board her in the fame manner, but they alfo were 
foon left behind ; a fifth man then ran forward alone, and 
having got a good way a-liead of the boat before he took to 
the water, cafily reached her. Mr. banks urged the officer 
to take him in, thinking it a' good opportunity to get the 
.confidence and good-will of a people, who then certainly 
looked upon them as enemies, but he obflinatcly refuted : 
this man therefore was left behind 1 like the others, and fo 
was a fixth, who followed him. 

• When the boat had got round the point," fhc perceived that 
all her followers had defifted fiom the purfuit : file now 
opened a large bay, at the bottom of which appeared another 
body of men, armed with longTances like the firfl. Here 
our people prepared to land, and pufhed towards the fhore, a 
canoe at the fame time patting off to meet them. As foon as 
it came near them," they lay upon their oars, and calling out 
to them, told them that they were friends, and that if they 
would come up they would give them nails, which were 
held up for them to fee: after fomc liefitation they came up 
to the boat's Hera, and took fome nails that were offered 
them with great Teeming fatisfaiflion ; but in lefs than a mi- 
nute they appeared to have formed a defign of boarding the 
boat, and making her their prize: three of them fuddcnly 
leaped into it, and the others brought up the canoe, which 
the motion m quitting her had thrown off a little, manifeflly 
with a defign to follow their aflbeiates, and fupport them' in 
Vol. II. N n their 
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*769. their attempt* The firfl that boatded the boat, entered dofc 

. ' Aogutt ' , to Mr. Banks, and inflantly (hatched his powder-horn out of 
Monday *4. ^j s p 0C j- et: Mr. Banks feized it, and with Come difficulty 
wrenched it out of his hand, at the fame time preffing againft 
liis bread in order to force him over-board, but he was too 
flrong for him,, and kept his place: the officer then fnapped 
His piece, bfct it miffed fire, upon which he ordered fomeof 
the people to fire over their heads > two pieces were accord- 
ingly difeharged, upon which they all inftantly leaped into 
the watet: one of the people, either from cowardice or cru- 
elty, or both, levelled a third piece at one of them as he was 
fwimming away, and the ball grazed his forehead ‘ r happily, 
however, the wound was very flight, for lie recovered the 
canoe, and flood up in her as active and vigorous as the refi. 
The canoe immediately flood in for the fliore, where a great 
number of people, not lefs than two ^hundred, were now 
aflcmbled. The boat alfo pufhed in, but found the land 
guarded all round with a fhoal, upon which the fca broke 
with a confiderable furf j it was therefore^ thought advifable 
by. the officer to proceed along fliore in fearch of a more 
convenient landtng-place; in the mean, time the people on 
board faw the canoe go on fliore, and the natives gather ea- 
gerly round her to enquire the particulars of what had hap- 
pened. Soon after, a Angle man ran along the fliore, armed 
with his lance, and when he came a-bieaft of the boat he 
began to dance, brandifli his weapon, and call out in a very 
fliriU tone, which Tupia faid was a defiance from the people* 
The boat continued to row along the ffiore, and the cham- 
pion followed it, lepcating his defiance by his voice and his 
gefturcs ; but no better landing-place being found than that 
where the canoe had put the natives on fliore, the officer 
turned back with a view to attempt it there, hoping, that if 

it 
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it lhould not be practicable, the people would come to a con- 
feicnce either on the fhoals or in their canoes, and that a 
treaty of peace might be concluded with them. 

As the boat rowed flowly along the fhoie back again, an- 
other champion came down, (homing defiance, and bran- 
tlifhing his lance: hisappearancc was mote formidable than 
that of the other, for lie' wore a large cap made of the tail 
feathers of the tiopic bird, and his body was covered with 
fliipes of different coloured cloth, yellow, icd, and brown. 
This gentleman alfo danced, but with much more nimble- 
nefs and dexterity than the firft; our people therefore, con- 
fideiing liis agility and his drefs, diftinguifhed him by the 
name of Harlequin. Soon after a more grave and elderly 
man came down to the beach, and hailing the people in the 
boat, enquired who they were, and from whence they came ; 
Tupia anfwcred in their own language, from Otaheite : the 
tin ec natives then walked peaceably along thefliorc till they 
came to a flioal, upon which a few people were collected ; 
here they flopped, and after a fhort conference, they all be- 
gan to pray very loud : Tupia made his refponfes, but con- 
tinued to tell us that they were not our friends. ‘When their 
prayer, or as they call ir, their Poorab , was over, our people 
entered into a parley with them, telling them, that if they 
would lay by their lances and clubs, for fomc had one and 
fome the other, they .would come on fliore, and trade with 
them for whatever they would bring: they agreed, but it 
was only upon condition that we would leave behind us our 
mufquets: this was a condition which, however equitable it 
might appear, could not he complied with, nor indeed would 
it have put the two panics upon an equality, except their 
numbers had been equal. Here then the negociation feemed 
to be at an end ; but in a little time they ventured to come 
nearer to the boat, and at laft came ncar'enougli to trade, 

• N n 2 which 
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winch they did very fairly, for a fraall quantity of their 
cloth and fome of their weapons ; but as they gave our 
people no hope of provifions, nor indeed any thing- elfe ex- 
cept they would venture* through a narrow channel to the 
/horc, which, all circumftances confidered,. they did nor 
think it prudent to do, they put off the boat and left them. 

With the fhip and the boat we had now made the circuit 
of the ifland, and finding that there was neither harbour nor 
anchorage about it, and that the hoftile difpofition of the 
people would render landing. impracticable, without blood- 
filed, I determined not to attempt it, having no motive that, 
could juftify the tifk of life. 

The bay which the boat entered lies on the weft fide of 
the ifland, the bottom was foul and rocky, but the water fo 
clear that it could plainly be feen at the depth of five and 
twenty fathom, which is one hundred and' fifty fecr. 

This ifland is fituated in the latitude of 22 0 27' S. and in the 
longitude of 150° 47'W. fiom the meridian of Greenwich. 
It is thirteen miles in circuit, and rather high than low, but 
neither populous nor fertile in proportion to the other iflands 
that we had feen in thefe feas. The chief produce feems to 
be the tree of which they make their weapons, called in their 
language Etoa ; many plantations of it were feen along the 
Ihoie, which is not furrounded, like the neighbouring 
iflands, by a reef. 

The people feemed to be lufty and well-made, rather 
browner than thofe we had left: under their aim-pits they 
had black marks about as broad as the hand, the edges of 
which formed not a draft but an indented line , they had 
alfo circles of the fame colour, but notfo broad, round their 
arms and legs, but were not marked on any other part of 
the body. 


Their 
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Their drefs was very different from any that we had fecn i? 6 9- 
before, as'well as the doth of which it was made. The cloth ■. fUSLi 
was of the fame materials as that which is worn in the other Monday l4 ‘ 
iflands, and moil of that which was feen by our people was 
dyed of a bright but deep yellow, and covered on the outfide 
with a compofition like varnilh, which was either red, or of 
a dark lead-colour ; over this ground it was again painted in 
ftripes of many different patterns, with wonderful regularity* 
in the manner of our ftriped filks in England; the cloth that 
was painted red was ftriped with black, and that which was 
painted lead-colour with white. Their habit was a > fhort 
jacket of this cloth, which reached about as low as their 
knees ; it was of one piece, and had no other making than a 
hole in the middle of it, flitched round with long flitches* 
in which it differed from all that we had feen before 1 
through this hole the head was put, and what hung down 
was confined to their bodies by a piece of yellow cloth or 
fafti, which palling round the neck behind, was croffed 
upon the breafl, and then collected round the waifl like a 
belt, which palled over another belt of red doth, fo that 
they made a very gay and warlike appearance; fome had 
caps of the feathers of the tropic bird, which have been be- 
fore deferibed, and fomc had a piece of white or lead-co- 
loured cloth wound about the head like a fmall turban, 
which our people thought moie becoming. 

Their arms were long lances, made of the Etoa; the wood’ 
of which is very hard; they were well polifhcd and 
fharpened at one end: fome were near twenty feet long, 
though not more than three fingers thick: they liad;alfo a 
weapon which was both club and pike, made of the fame 
wood, about feven feet long; this alfo -was well pohflied, 
and lharpened at one end into a broad point. As a guard 

. again Hi 
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Au-3i a 2 ainft t^efe ^capons, when they attack each other, they 
i— - 1 - — > have mans folded up many times, which they place under 
Monday 14. t j ie j r f rom the neck to the waift: the weapons them* 

felves indeed are capable of much lefs mifcliief than thofc of 
the fame kind which we faw at the other i (lands, for the 
lances were there pointed with the lharp bone of the fting- 
Tay that is called the fling, and the pikes were of much 
greater weight. The other things that we faw here were all 
fuperior in their kind to any we had feen before j the cloth was 
Of a better colour in the dye, and painted with greater neat- 
nefs and taftc i the clubs were better cut and poliflied, and 
the canoe, though a fmall one, was very rich in ornament, 
and the carving was executed in a better manner : among 
other decorations peculiar to this canoe, was a line of fmall 
white feathers, which hung fiom the head and Hern on the 
outfldc, and which, when we faw them, were thoioughly 
wetted by the fpray. 

Tupia told us, that there were feverat iflands lying at dif- 
ferent diftances and in different directions from this, be- 
tween the foutli and the north weft ; and that at the diftance 
of three days fail to the north eafl, there was an ifland called 
'Manua, bird-ifland: he feemed, however, mod deftrous 
that we Ihould fail to the wclhvard, and deferibed fcveral 
iflands in that direction which he faid he had vifited : he told * 
us that he had been ten or twelve days in going thither, and 
thirty in coming back, and that the Pahie in v, hich be had 
made the voyage, failed much fatter than the fbip: reckon- 
ing his Paliic therefore to go at the rate of forty leagues a 
day, which from my own obfervation I have great reafon to 
think thefe boats will do, it would make four hundred 
leagues in ten days, which I compute to be the diftance of 
Bofcawen and Keppel’s Iflands, difeovered by Captain Wallis, 
6 weflward 
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Aveftwaid of Ulietea, and therefore think it very piobable that *769* 
they were the iflands he had vifited. The fartheft ifland that 
he knew any thing of to the fouthward, he faid, lay at the Mondsy 
diftance of about two days fail from Oteroah, and was called 
Moutou; but he faid that his father had told him there 
were iflands to the fouthward of that: upon the whole, I 
was determined to Hand fouthward in fearch of a continenti 
but to fpend no time in fearching for iflands, if we did not 
happen to fall in with them during our courfe. 
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VOYAGE round the WORLD. 

BOOK II. 

CHAP. I. 

The Pajfage from Oteroah to New Zealand \ Incident x 
•which happened on going a-floore there , and while the 
Ship lay in Poverty Bay. 

W E failed from Oteroah on the ryth of Auguft, and on 1769 
Friday the 25th we celebrated the anmverfary of our 1 J A ° sulT . 
leaving England, by taking a Cheflnre cheefe from a locker, 
where it had been carefully treafured up for this occafion 
and tapping a calk of porter, which proved to be very good 
and in excellent order. On the 29th, one of the failoxs got 
fo drunk, that the next morning he died we thought at firft 
jhar hr rould jont have cnme honrftly by the liguor, but we 
afterwards learnt that the boatfwam, whofe mate he was, 
had m mere good-nature given him part of a bottle of rum 

On the 30th we faw the comet, at one o’clock in the mom- Wedoet 30 
ing it was a little above the horizon in the eaftern part of 
the heavens, at about half an hour after four it paged the 
meridian, and its tail fubtended an angle of forty-two de- 
Vol. II. O o grees. 
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giees. Our latitude was 38° 20' S. our longitude, by log 1 , 
147 0 6' W. and the variation of the needle, by the azimuth, 
7° p'E. Among otheis that obfeived the comer, was Tupia, 
who inftantly cued out, that as foon as it fhould be feen by 
the people of Bolabola, they would kill the inhabitants of 
Ulietea, who would with the utmoft precipitation fly to the 
mountains. 

jjg"*** On the ill of September, being in the latitude of 40° 22' S. 

and longitude 174 0 29' W. and there not being any figns of 
land, with a heavy fea from the we Award, and ftrong gales, 
I wore, and flood back to the northward, fearing that we 
might receive fuch damage in our fails and rigging, as 
would hinder the profecuuon of the voyage. 

Saturday i ‘ l On the next day, there being ftrong gales to the weftward, 
I brought 10] with the Blip's head to the northward ; but in 
Sunday 5, the morning of the 3d, the wind being more moderate, we 
loofened the reef of the main-fa* ■ top-fail and plied 
, to the yreftward. f ' r { ‘ - - 

Tnffday We continued our c^rfe till v 
, being 29 0 and our lo f 

Sunday 34 ation to be 8° 32'E. n & 1 

longitude 162° 51', wc 1 

a piece of wood covei ' 

was io°48 / E. 

w«dnef 27. On the 27th, being in 
faw a feal afleep upon tli 
Thurfday 2 9 Weed . The 11 cx c d ay *w . 

Ftiday 29. on the 29th, a bird, 

Oftober. what refembled a fmpe, 

Sunday 1 October, we faw birds ■ 
upon the ; 
out of fou* 
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tlicfe feas prove the contrary. Rock-wccd is, however, a 1769. 
certain indication that land is not far diftant. The next day, . oatib «- f 
it being calm, we hoifted out the boat, to try whether there Mocday - 
was'a current, but found none. Our latitude was 37 0 10', 
longitude 172 0 54 W. ' On the 3d, bciDgin latitude 36' 56', Tacfcy j. 
longitude 173" 2/1 we took up more fca-wCed, and another 
piece of wood covered with barnacles. The next day we TVednef.* 
faw two more feals, and a brown bird, about as big as a 
raven, with fome white feathers under the wing.. Mr. Gore 
told us, that birds of this kind were feen in great numbers 
about Falkland's Iflamis, and our people gave them the name 
of Part-Egmont hens. 

* 6n the 5th, we thought the water changed colour, but Thar r%*. 
upon calling the lead, had no ground with 180 -fathom. In 
the evening of this day, the variation was 12 0 50' E. and 
while wc were going nine leagues it encreafcd to 14 0 2'. * 

On the next day, Friday, October the dth, wc faw land from 
the mail-head, bearing W. by N. and Rood dirc£Uy for it j in 
the evening it could juR be difeerned from the deck, and 
appeared large. The variation this day was, by azimuth 
and amplitude, and by obrervation made of the 

fun and moon, the longitude of the fhip appeared to be 
180° 55 W. and by the medium of this and fubfequent ob- 
fervations, there appeared to be an error in the Clip’s account 
of longitude during her run from Otaheite of 3* i6\ Rie 
being fo much to the weRward of the longitude refulting 
from the log. At midnight, I brought to and founded, but 
had no ground with one hundred and feventy fathom. 

On the 7th, it fell calm, wc therefore approached the land $vstii} 
Rowly, and in the afternoon, when a breeze fprung up, wc 
were Rill diRant feven or eight leagues. It appeared Rill 
larger as it was more diRinftly feen, with four or live ranges 

O o a -of 
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giees. Our latitude was 38° 20' S. our longitude, by log; 
147 0 6’ W. and the variation of the needle, by the azimuth, 
7° cfJL. ’ Among otheis that obfeived the comet, was Tupia, 
who inftantly cued our, that as foon as it fhould be feen by 
the people of Bolabola, they would kill the inhabitants of 
Ulietea, who would with the utmoft precipitation fly to the 
mountains. 

On the ill of September, being in the latitude of 40° 22* S. 
and longitude 174 0 , 59' \V. and there not being any figns of 
land, with a heavy fea from the westward, and ftrong gales, 
I wore, and flood back to the northward, fearing that we 
anight receive fuch damage in our fails and rigging, as 
would hinder the profecution of the voyage. 

; On'the next day, there being flrong gales to the weftward, 
1 brought to’, with the Blip’s head to the northward ; but in 
the morning of the £d, the wind being more moderate, we 
loofened the reef of the main-fail, fet the top-fails, and plied 
to the yreflward. f ( * { , t t - - - 

We continued our ctfurfe till the 19th, when our latitude 
being 29° and our longitude 159 0 29', weobferved the vari- 
ation to be 8° 32' E. On the 24th, being in latitude 33 0 18', 
longitude 162° 5 1', we obferved a fmall piece of fea weed* and 
a piece of wood covered with barnacles: the variation here 
was io° 48' E. 

On the 27 th, being in latitude 28° 5 9', longitude 169° $ > we 
faw a feal afleep upon the water, and ( feveral bunches of fea 
weed. The next day we faw moie fea weed in bunches, and 
on the 29th, a bird, which we thought a land bird; it fome- 
what refembled a fnipe, but had a Aiort bill. On the jfl of 
October, we faw birds innumerable, andanotherfeal afleep 
upon the water ; it is a general opinion that feals n^ver go 
out of foundings, or far from land, but thole that we faw m 

• l th’efe 
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thcfe fcas prove the contrary. Rock-weed is, however, a 1767. 
certain indication that land is not far didant. The nett day, . oa ° t;r, _ 
it being calm, to hoifted out the boat, to try whether there MorA, ) ,! - 
was'a current, but found none. Our latitude was 37° 10', 
longitude 171° 54." W. ' On the 3d, being in latitude 36' yd", T acM«y j. 
longitude 173” 57', we took up more fea-weed, and another 
piece of wood covered with barnacles. The neat day we wcM, 
faw two more feals, and a brown bird, , about as big as a 
raven, with fome white feathers under the wing., Mr. Gore 
told us, that birds of this kind were feen in great numbers 
about Falkland’s Iflands, and our people gave them the name 
of Fort-Egmont hens. 


On the ytli, we thought the water changed colour, but Thsimr s , 
upon calling the lead, had no ground with 180 fathom. In 
the evening of this day, the variation was ie°5t>'E. and 
while we were going nine leagues it cncrcafcd to 14° 2'. 

On the next day, Friday, Oflober the dtli, we faw land from y r ,j, r s , 
the mad-head, bearing W. by N. and Rood dirctdly for it ; in 
the evening it could juft be difeerned from the deck, anil 
appeared large. The variation this day was, by azimuth 
and amplitude, ij'4'iE. and by obfervation made of the 
fun and moon, the longitude of the /hip appeared to be 
j 8o° 5j' W. and by the medium of this and fubfequent ob- 
fervations, there appeared to be an error in the /hip’s account 
of longitude during her run from Otahcitc of 3" 16', flic 
being fo much to the weftward of the longitude refulting 
from the log. At midnight, I brought to and founded, but 
had no ground with one hundred and feventy fathom. 

On the 7th, it fell calm, we therefore approached the land Sl[3ril) 
/lowly, and in the afternoon, when a breeze fprung up, we 
were dill diftant feven or eight leagues. It appeared dill 
larger as it was more didinflly feen, with four or five ranges 

O o a -of 
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*769. of hills, rifing one over the other, and a chain of mountains 
above all, which appeared to be of an enormous height. 

Saturday 7. ] an g became the fubjedt of much eager converfation ; 

but the general opinion feemed to be that! we had found the 
Ten a mfiralit incognita. About five o’clock we faw the open- 
ing of a bay, which feemed to run pretty far inland, upon 
which we hauled our wind and Hood in for it ; we alfo faw 
fmoke afeending from different places on fhore. When night 

Saadiy 8. came on, however, we kept plying ofF and on till day-light, 
when we found ourfelves to the leeward of the bay, the 
wind being at north : we could now perceive that the hills 
were cloathed with wood, and that fome of the trees in the 
valleys were very large. By noon we fetched in with the 
fouth weft point ; but not being able to weather it, tacked 
and flood off: at this time we faw fcveral canoes Handing 
crofs the bay, which in a little time made to fhore, without 
feeming to take the leaft notice of the fhip ; we alfo faw fome 
houfes, which appeared to be fmall, but neat; and near one 
of them a confidcrable number of the people collected to- 
gether, who were fitting upon the beach, and who, we 
thought, were the fame that we had fecn in the canoes. Upon 
a fmall peninfala, at the north eaft head, we could plainly 
-perceive a pretty high and regular paling, which inclofed the 
whole top of a hill ; this was alfo the fubjedt of much fpecu" 
lation, fome fuppoling it to be a park of deer, others an inclo- 
fure for oxen and fheep. About four o’clock in the afternoon, 
we anchored on the north weft fide of the bay, before the 
entrance of a fraalt river, in ten fathom water, with a fine 
fandy bottom, and at about half a league from the fhore. 
The fides of the bay are white cliffs of a great height ; the 
middle is low land, with hills gradually rifing behind, one 
towering above another, and terminating in the chain of 
mountains which appeared to be far inland. 


In 
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In the evening I went on (hore, accompanied by Mr. Banks 1.-C9. 
and Dr. Solander, with the pinnace and yawl, and a party of 1 oa ° b,r '_ 
men. Wc landed abroad of the fhip, on the call fide of the 
river, which was here about forty- yards broad; but feeing 
fortic natives on the wed fide whom I wiflied to fpcak with, 
and finding the river not fordable, I ordered the yawl in to- 
carry us over, and left the pinnace at the entrance. When 
wc came near the place where the people were aflembled, 
they all ran away ; however, wc landed, and leaving four 
boys to take care of the yawl, we walked up to feme huts 
which were about two or three hundred yards from the 
war er-fide. When we ha A got Come di/lance front theboat, four 
men, armed with long lances, rudicd out of the woods, and 
running up to attack the boat, would certainly have cut her 
off, if the people in the pinnace had not difeovered them, 
and called to the boys to drop down the ftream • the boys 
inftantly obeyed ; but being clofely pttrfucd by the Indians, 
the Cockfwain of the pinnace, who had the charge of the 
boats, fired a mufqucr over their heads; at this they (lopped 
and looked round them, but in a few minutes renewed the 
purfuit, brand idling their lances in a threatening manner 
the Cockfwain then fired a fccond mufquct over their heads, 
but of this they took no notice ; and one of them lifting up 
his fpear to dart it at the boat, another piece was fired, which 
Biot him dead. When he fell, the other three flood motion- 
lefs for fome minutes, as if petrified with aflomfltment ; as 
foon as they recovered, they went back, draggingaftcr them 
the dead body, which however they foon left, that it might 
not incumber their flight. At the report of the firfl mufquct 
we drew together, having draggled to a little dtflancc from 
each other, and made the beft of our way back to the boat 1 
and eroding the river, we foon faw the Indian lying dead 
upon the ground. Upon examining the body, wc fottntl 
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1769- that he had b cc11 ihot through the heart: he was a man -of 
. on ° t;r - 1 t ] le middle Rz e and ftature t his complexion was hi own, but 
•noJays. not vcr y j ar fe j and one ddc of his face 'was tattowed in 
fpiral lines of a very regular ligmc : he was covered with a 
fine cloth, of a manufacture altogether new to us, and it was 
tied on eica&iy according to the reprefentation in Valcntyn's 
Account of Ahel Tafman’s Voyage, vol. iii. part z. page [0. 
his hair alio was tied in a knot on the top of his head, but. 
had no featlic r in it. We returned immediately to the Ihip, 
uliere we cod'd hear the people on iliore talking with great 
carneftncfs, a"d in a very loud tone, probably about what 
had happened, and what fliould be done. 

Monday 9. In the morning, we faw fcvcral of ihc natives wheic they 
had been feed the night before, and fome walking with a 
quick pace towards tbe place where we had landed, mod of 
them -unarmed, hut three or four with long pikes in their 
hands. As I was defuous to cflablifh an imeicourfe with 
them I ordered three boats to be manned with feamen and 
marines, and proceeded towards the fhore, accompanied 
by Mr. Banks. Dr. Solander, the other Gentlemen, andTu- 
pia ; about fifty of them feemed to wait for our landing, on 
the oppolite f‘de of the river, which we thought a fign of 
fear, and fcated thcmfclves upon the ground : at iirif, there- 
fore, myfclf, with only* Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia, 
landed from (belittle boat, and advanced towards them ; but 
we had not proceeded many paces before they all darted up, 
and every mS n produced either a long pike, or a fmall wea- 
pon of green Talc, extremely well poliihed, about a foot 
long, and thick enough to weigh four or Eve pounds : Tu- 
pia called to them in tbe language of Otaheite ; but they 
anfwcred only by flourifhing their weapons, and making 
figns to us to depart; a mufquet was then fired wide of them, 
anti the ball (truck tbe water, the river.bringflill between us . 

they 
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they faW the cficft, and defifted from their threats ; but we 1769. 
thought it prudent to retreat till the marines could be landed. ,_ Oft0; * r ’ 
’■This was foon done*, and they marched, with a jack carried Moe44/9 * 
before them, to a little bank, about fifty yards from the 
watcr-fide $ here they were drawn up, and I again advanced, 
with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr; Tupia, Mr. Green, and 
Mr. Monkhoufe, being with us. Tupia was again dirc&cd 
to fpeak to them, and it was with great plcafurc that we 
perceived he was perfectly underftood, he and the natives 
fpcaking only different dialc&s of the fame language. He 
told thbm that we wanted provifion and water, and would 
give them iron in exchange, the properties of which he ex- 
plained 'as well as he was able. They were willing to trade, 
and defired that we would come o\cr to them for that pur- 
pofe : to this we confcntcd, provided the}' would lay by their 
arms’; which, however, they could by no means he per- 
iuaded to do. During this convcrfation, Tupia warned us to 
be. upon our guard, for that they were not our friends : we 
then prefled them irt'ouf turn to come ov er to us ; and at laft 
.one of them dripped himfelf, and fwam over Without his 
arms : he was alraoft immediately followed by two more, 
and foon after by mod of the reft, to the number of twenty 
■or thirty y but thefe brought their arms with them. We 
made them all prefents of iron and beads ; but they feemed 
to fet little value upon cither, particularly the iron, not hav- 
ing the Icaft idea of its ufe; fo that we got nothing in return 
but a few feathers : they offered indeed to exchange their 
arms for ours, and, when we refufed, made many attempts 
to fnatch them out of our hands. As foon as they came over, 

Tupia repeated his declaration, that they were not our 
friends, and again warned us to be upon our guard ; their 
attempts to fnatch our weapons, therefore, did not fuccccd ; 
and we gave them to underftand by 1 upia, tint we fliould 
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T769. be obliged to kill them if they offered any farther violence. 

. oa ° bf r ‘ , in a few minutes, however, Mr. Green happening to turn 
Monday 9 , a bout, one Q f them fnatched away his hanger, and retiring 
to a little diftance, waved it round his head, with a ihout of 
exultation : the left now began to be extremely infolent, and 
we faw more coming to Join them from the oppofite fide of 
the river. It was therefore become neccflary to reprefs them, 
and Mr. Banks fned at the man who had taken the hanger 
with fmall fliot, at the diftance of about fifteen yards : when 
the fliot ftruck him, he ceafcd his cry ; butinftcad of return- 
ing the hanger, continued to flourifli it over his head, at the 
fame time (lowly retreating to a gi cater diftancc. Mr. Monk- 
houfe feeing this, fired at him with ball, and he inftantly 
diopped. Upon this the main body, who had retired to a 
rock in the middle of the river upon the firff difcliarge, be- 
gan to return ; two that wetc near to the man who had been 
killed, ran up to the body, one feized his weapon of green 
Talc, and the other endeavoured tofecure the hanger, which 
Mr. Monklioufc had but juft: time to prevent. As all that had 
ictircd to t|ie lock were now advancing, three of us dif- 
charged ouf pieces, loaded only witli fmall fliot, upon which 
they fwam back for the (here ; and we perceived, upon their 
landing, that two or three of them were wounded. They 
rctiied flowly up the country, and we reimbarked in our 
boats. 

As we had unhappily experienced that nothing was to be 
done with thefe people at this place, and finding the water 
in the river to be fait, I proceeded in the boats round the 
head of the bay in feaich of frefli water, and with a defign, 
if pofliblc, to fuiprifc fome of the natives, and take them on 
board, where by kind ticatment andprefents I might obtain 
their friendfhip, and by their means cftablifli an amicable 
correfpondence with their countrymen. 4 ! 

To 
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To my great regret, I found no place where 1 could land, 769. 
a dangerous furf every whete beating upon the fhorc ; hut I ■ 
faw two canoes coming in from the fea, one under fail, and , 

the other worked with paddles. I thought this a favourable 
opportunity to get fomc of the people into my pofleflion 
without mifehief, as thofc in the canoe were probably fiflier- 
nicn and without arms, anil I had three boats full of men. 

I therefore difpofed the boats fo as mod cflcdtually to inter- 
cept them in their way to the fhorc; the people in the canoe 
that was paddled pciccivcd us fo foon, that by making' to 
the nearcftland with their litmofi flrength, they cfcapcd us; 
the other failed on till flic was in the midll of us, without 
difeerning what we were; but the moment fhe difeovered 
us, the people on board (buck their fail, and took to their 
paddles, which they plied fo brifkly that flic out-ran the boat. 

Thcy~were however within hearing, and Tupia called out 
to them to come along fide, and promifed for us that they 
fhould come to no hurt : they chofc, however, rather to trufl 
to their paddles than our promifes, and continued to make 
from us with all their power. I then ordered a ntufquet to 
be fired over their heads, as the leaf! exceptionable expedient 
to accomplifh my defign, hoping it would cither make them 
fuirender or leap into the water. Upon the difeharge of the 
piece, they ccafcd paddling; and all of them, being fcicn 
in number, began to flrip, as we imagined to jump over- 
board ; but it happened othetwife. They immediately 
formed a refolution not to fly, but to fight ; and when the 
boat came up, they began the attack with their paddles, and 
with floncs and other oflfenfive weapons that were in the 
boat, fo vigoroufly, that we were obliged to fire upon them 
in our own defence : four were unhappily killed, and the 
other three who were boys, the cldcfl about nineteen, and 
the youngcfl about eleven, inftantly leaped into the water; 

Vol. II. P P ' Ile 
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1765. the eldeft fwam with great vigour, and refilled the attempts 
» . of our people to take him into the boat by every effort that 

Monday 9 . ^ cou pj make : he was however at laft overpowered, and 

the other two were taken up with lefs difficulty. I am con- 
scious that the feeling of every reader of humanity will cen- 
fure me for having fired upon thefe unhappy people, and it 
is impoflible that, upon a calm review, I lliould approve it 
myfelf. They certainly did not deferve death for not chufing 
to confide in my promifes ; or not confenting to come on 
board my boat, even if they had apprehended no danger *, 
but the nature of my fervice required me to obtain a know- 
Jege of their country, which I could no otherwife effedl than 
by forcing my way into it in a hoftile manner, or gaining 
admiffion through the confidence and good-will of the people. 
I had already tried the power of prefents without cffc&j and 
I was now prompted, by my defire to avoid further hoftili- 
ties, to get fome of them on board, as the only method left 
of convincing them that we intended them no harm, and 
had it in our power to contribute to 'their gratification and 
convenience. x Thus ‘far my intentions certainly were not cri- 
minal; and though in theconteft, which I had not thcleaft 
rcafon to exp eft, our victory might have been complete with- 
out fo great an expencc of life ; yet In fuch fituations, when 
the command to fire has been given, no man can reftrain its 
excefs, or preferibe Its efFc&. - 

As foon as the poor wretches whom we had taken out of 
the water were in the boat, they fquatted down, cxpe£hng 
no doubt inftantly to be put to death : we made Italic to con- 
vince them of the contrary, by every method in our power $ 
wc furnifhed them with clotlics, and gave them every other 
tcfiimOny of kindnefs that could remove their fears and en- 
gage their good-will. Thofc who arc acquainted with hu- 
’man nature will not wonder, that the fudden joy of thefe 

young 
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young ravages at being unexpectedly delivered from the fear 1769. 
of death, and kindly treated by tho’fe whom they fuppofed 
would have been their inflanc executioners, fuimounted Mondj}y * 
their concern for the friends they had loft, and was ftrongly 
exprefled in their countenances and behaviour. Before we 
reached the fliip, their fufpicions and fears being wholly 
removed, they appeared to be not only reconciled to their 
Situation but in high fpirits,'and upon being offered fomc 
bread when they came on board, ,they devoured it with a 
voracious appetite. They anfwercd and afked many ques- 
tions, with great appearance of pleafure and curiofity ; and 
when our dinner came, they expreffed an inclination to taftc 
every thing that they faw: they feemed bell pleafed with the 
fait pork, though we had other ptovifions upon the table. 

At fun-fet, they eat another meal with great cagernefs, each 
devouring a large quantity of bread, and drinking above a 
quart of water. Wc then made them beds upon the lockers, 
tufcd they went to fteep with great feeming content, [n the 
night, however, the tumult of their minds having fubfided, 
and given way to icfle<Rion, they fighed often and loud. Tu- 
pia, who was always upon the watch to comfoi t them, got 
up, and by foothing and encouragement made them not 
only cafy but cheerful ; their chccrfulncfs was encouraged 
fo that they fung a fong with a degree of taftc that furprifed 
us: the tune was folemn and flow, like thofc of our Pfalms, 


containing many notes anti femitoncs. Their countenances 
were intelligent and expreffhc, and the middlcmoft, who 
feemed to be about fifteen, had an opennefs in his afpetff, 
and an cafe in his depoitmenc which were very ftriking : wc 
found that the two cldcft were brothers, and that their 
.names were Taaiiourange and Roikerangej thenameof 
the youngeft w T as M\ragovete. As wc were rctunling to 
the Blip, after having taken thefe boys into the boat, wc 
p p 2 m picked 
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1769, picked up a large piece of pummice done floating upon-tfre 
water ; a fure flgn that there either is, or has been a volcano 
in this neighbourhood. 

TaefJay 10. In the morning, they all feemed to be cheerful, and eat 
another enormous meal ; after this -we drefied them, and 
adorned them with bracelets, anclets, and necklaces, after 
their own fafhion, and the boat being hoifted our, they were 
told that we were going to fet them alhore: this produced a 
tranfport of joy ; but upon perceiving that we made towards 
our landing-place near the river, their countenances 
changed, and they entreated with great earneftnefs that they 
might not be fet afhore at that place, becaufe they faid, it 
was inhabited by their enemies, who would kill them and 
cat them. This was a great difappointment to me; becaufe 
I hoped the report and appearance of the boys would procure 
a favourable reception for ourfclves. I had already fent an 
officer on fliore with the marines and a party of men to cut 
wood, and I was determined to land near the place; not 
however to abandon the boys, if, when we got a/horc, they 
Ihould be unwilling to leave us ; but to fend a boat With 
them in the evening to that part of the bay to which they 
pointed, and which they called their home. Mr. Banks, Dr. 
Solander and Tupia were with me, and upon our landing 
with the boys, and cro fling the river, they feemed at fil'd to 
be unwilling to leave us ; but at length they fudden ly 
changed their mind, and, though not without a manifeft 
ftruggle, and fome tears, they took their leave : when they 
were gone, \vc proceeded along a fwamp, with 'a defign to 
fhoot fome ducks, of which we faw great plenty, and four 
of the marines attended us, walking abreaft of us upon a 
bank that overlooked the country. After we had advanced 
about a mile, tliefe men called out to us and told us, that a 
large body of the Indians was in fight, and advancing ar a 
<5 ' great * 
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great rate. Upon teceiving this intelligence, wc drew to- *769. 
getlier, and refolved to make the beft of our way to the ■ 
boats ; 1 we had fcarcely begun to put this into execution, Tu * fda) ,c 
when the three Indian boys flatted fuddenly from fome 
bufhes, where they had concealed themfelves, and again 
claimed our protection : we readily received them, and re- 
pairing to the beach as the cleared place, we walked brifkly 
1 towards the boats. The Indians were in two bodies; one ran 
along the bank which had been quitted by the marines, the 
other fetched a compafs by the fwamp fo that we could not fee 
them: when they perceived that we had formed into one body, 
they flackened their pace ; but flill followed us in a gentle walk • 
that they flackened tlieir pace, was for us, as well as for them, 
a fortunate circumflance; for when we came to the fide of the 
river, where we expected to find the boats that were to cany 
us over to the wooders, we found the pinnace at Jeaft a mile 
from her ftation, having been fent to pick up a bird which 
liad been ihot by the officer on fhore, and the littleboat was 
obliged to make three trips before we could all get over to* 
the reft of the party. As foon as we were drawn up on the 
other fide, the Indians came down, not* in a body as we ex- 
pected, but by two or three at a time r all armed, and in a 
Ihort time their number increafed to about two hundred : as 
we now defpaircd of making peace with them* feeing that 
the dread of our fmall arms did not keep them at a diftancc, 
and that the fhip was too far off to reach the place with a 
fhot, we refolved to re-imbark, left oui* flay fliould imbroil 
us in another quarrel, and coft more of the Indians then 
lives. We therefore advanced towards the pinnace which 
was now returning, when one of the boys fuddenly cried 
out, that his uncle was among the people who had marched 
'down to us, and defired us to flay and talk with them : we 
complied* and a parley immediately commenced^ between. 

themi 
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them and Tupia ; during which the boys held up every- 
thing we had given them as tokens of our kindnefs and It- 
betahty; but neither would either of the boys fwim over to 
them, or any of them to the boys. The body of the man 
who had been killed the day before, kill lay expofed upon 
the beach ; the boys feeing it lie very near us, went up to it, 
and covered it with fome of the clothes that we had given 
them; and (bon after a finglc man, unarmed, who proved 
to be the uncle of Maragovctc, the youngcll of the boys, 
fvvant over to us. bringing in his hand a green branch, 
which we fuppofed, as well here as at Otaheitc, to be an 
emblem of peace. We received his branch by the hands of 
Tupia, to whom lie gave it, and made him many prefents •, 
we alfo invited him to go on board the (hip, but he declined 
it; we therefore left him, and cvpcflcd that his nephew, and 
the two other young Indians would have kaid with him, but 
to our great furprizc, they chore rather to go with us. As 
foon as we had retired, he went and gathered another green 
■branch, and with this in his hand, he approached the dead 
.body which the youth had covered with part of his clothes, 
walking Tideways, with many ceremonies, and then throw- 
ing it towards him. When this was done, he returned to 
his companions, who had fat down upon the fand toobferve 
the illuc of his negotiation : they immediately gathered 
round him, and continued in a body above an hour, without 
Teeming to take any farther notice of us. We were more 
curious than they, and obferving them with our glades from 
on board the fliip, we Taw fome of them crofs the river upon 
a kind of raft, or catamarinc, and four of them carry olF 
the dead body which had been covered by the boy, and over 
which his uncle had performed the ceremony of the branch, 
upon a kind of bier, between four men 1 vhe other body was 
kill TufFeretr to remain where it had been firk left. 
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After dinner, I direfted Tupia to a(k the boys, if they had 1769. 
now any objedtion to going afhore, where we had left their . Qn ° btr ' 
uncle, the body having been carried off, 'which we under- 
Rood was a ratification of peace : they faid, they had not; and 
the boat being ordered, they went into it with great alacrity: 
when the boat, in which I had fent two midlhipmen, came 
to land, they went willingly afliore ; but foon after fhe put 
off, they returned to the rocks, and wading into the water, 
earnellly entxeated to be taken on board again j but the 
people in the boat, having pofitive orders to leave them, could 
not comply. We were very attentive to what happened on 
fliore, and keeping a conftant watch with our glaffes, we faw 
a man pafs the river upon another raft, and fetch them to a 
place where forty or fifty of the natives were affembled, who 
clofed round them, and continued in the fame place till fun- 
fet : upon looking again, when we faw them in motion, we 
could plainly diftinguifii our three prifoners, who feparated 
themfclves from the reft, came down to the beach, and hav- 
ing waved their hands tluce times towards the fhip, ran 
nimbly back and joined their companions, who walked lci- 
furely away towards that part which the boys had pointed 
to as their dwelling-place ; we had therefore the greatelf 
reafon to believe that no mifehief would happen to them, 
cfpecially as we perceived that they went off in die clothes 
we had given them. 

After it was datk, loud voices were heard on fhore in the 
bottom of the bay as ufual, of which we could never learn 
the meaning. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

A Defcription of Poverty Bay s and the Pace of the adjacent 
Country. The Range from thence to Cape Tumagain , 
' and back to Tolaga ; with fome Account of the People 
and the Country , and feveral Incidents that happened on 
that Part of the Confix 

T HE next morning, at fix o’clock, wc weighed, and flood 
away from this unfortunate and inhofpitable place, to 
which I gave die name of Poverty Bay, and which by the 
natives is called Taohcroa or Long Sand, as it did not af- 
ford us a Angle aiticle that wc wanted except a little wood. 
It lies in latitude 3S 0 42' S. and longitude 181* 36'W.j it is 
in the form of an horfe-fhoe, and is known by an ifland 
lying clofe under the north eafl point: the two points which 
form the entrance arc high, with fleep white cliffs, and lie 
a league and a half or two leagues from each other, N.E. by E. 
and S.W. by W. : the depth of water in the bay is front 
twelve to five fathom, with a Tandy bottom and good an- 
chorage ; but the fimation is open to the wind between the 
fouth and eafl: boats can go in and out of the liver at any 
time of the tide in fine weather ; but as there is a bar at the 
entrance, no boat can go either in or out when the fea runs 
high : the befl place to attempt it, is on the north caft fide, 
and it is there practicable when it is not fo in any other part. 
The fhore of the bay, a little within its entrance, is a low 
flat fand *, behind Which, at a fmall diftance, the face of the 
country is finely diverfified by hills and valleys, all clothed 
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with wood, and covered with verdure. The country alfo 1769. 
appears to be well inhabited, especially in the valleys leading 
up from the bay, where we daily faw fmokc riling in clouds 
one behind another to a great dillance, till the view ter- 
minated in mountains of a ftupendous height. 

The fouth well point of the bay I named Young Nick's - 
Head, after Nicholas Young, the boy who firlt faw the laud; 
at noon, it bore N. \V. by W. dillant about three or four 
leagues, and we were then about three miles from the ihore ' 

The main land extended from N. E. by N. to fouth, and I 
propofed to follow the direftion of the coall to the South- 
ward as far as the latitude of 40 or 41 ; and then, if 1 met 
with no encouragement to proceed farther, to ietum.ro the 
northward. 

In the afternoon we lay becalmed, which the people on 
Ihore perceiving, fcveral canoes put off, and came within 
lefs than a quarter of a mile of the veffel ; but could not be 
pcrfuaded to come nearer, though Tupia exerted all the 
powers of his lungs and his eloquence upon the occafion, 

Iliouting, and promiling that rheyibould not be hurt. Ano- 
ther canoe was now feen coming ftom Poverty Bay, with 
only four people on board, one of whom wc well remem- 
bered to have feen in our firil inteiview upon the rock. 1 his 
canoe, without (lopping or taking the lead notice of the 
others, came diredlly alongfide of the fhip, and with veiy 
little perfuafion, we got the Indians on boatd. Their example 
was Coon followed by the reft, and we had about us feten 
canoes, and about fifty men. We made them all prefents 
with a liberal hand ; notwithftanding which, they were fo 
defirous to have more of our commodities, that they fold us 
every thing they had, even the clothes fiom their backs, and 
■the paddles from their boats. There were but two weapons 
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among them, thefewerc the inftruments of green talc, ■which 
were fbaped fbmevvliat like a pointed battledore, with afhort 
handle and Ihaip edges ; they were called Patoo-Patoo, and 
were well contrived for elofe-fighting, as they would cer- 
tainly fplit the thickeft fcull at a fingle blow. 

When thefc people had recovered from the firft imprcflidns 
of fear, which notvvithftanding their tefolution in coming on 
board, had manifeftly thrown them into fome confuCon, we 
enquired after our poor boys. The man who firft came on. 
boaid immediately anfwered, that they were unhurt and at 
homes adding, that he had been induced to venture on board 
hy the account which they had given him df the kindnefs 
with which they had been treated, and the wonders that were 
contained in the {hip. 

While they were on boaid they lhevved every fign of friend- 
ihip, and invited us very coidially to go back to our old bay, 
or to a finall cove which they pointed out, that was not quite 
fo far offj but I chofe rather to profccute my difeoveries than 
go back, having reafon to hope that I fhould find a better 
harbour than any I had yet feen. 

About an hour before fun-fet^ the canoes put off from the 
{hip with the few paddles they had referved, which were 
fcarcely fufficient to fet them on fhote; but by fome means 
or other three of their people were. left behind: as foon as 
we difeovered it, we hailed them •, but not one of them would 
return to take them on board: this greatly furprifed usj but 
we were furprifed dill more to obferve that the defcited In- 
dians did not feem at all uneafy at their fituation, but enter- 
tained us with dancing and finging after their maimer, eat 
their {uppers, and went quietly to bed. 


A light 
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A light breeze fpringing up foon After it was dark, we T 7 6 9* 
fleered along the fliorc under an eafy fail till midnight, amt . 
then brought to, foon after which it fell calm;' tve werenow 
feme leagues diftant from the place where the canoes had 
left us, and at day-break, when the Indians perceived it, 
they were feized with conRcrnation and terror, and lamented 
their fituation in loud complaints, with gcRnrcs of dc/pair 
and many tears. Tupia, with great difficulty, pacified them; 
and about feven o’clock, in 5 the morning, a light breeze TWiiyu. 
fpringing up, we continued to Hand Couth well along the 
Chore. Fortunately for our poor Indians, two canoes came 
ofF about this time, and made towards the fliip: (hey flopped, 
however, at a little diflancc, and feemed unwilling to trufl 
thcmfclves nearer. Our Indians were gfcatly agitated in 
this Rate of uncertainty, and urged their fellows to come 
alongfidc of "the fliip, both by their voice and gcfltircs, with 
the utmoft cagcinefs and impaticpcc. Tupia interpreted 
what they faid, and we were much furprifed to find, that, 
among other arguments, they allured the people in the ca- 
noes, we did not cat men. We now began ferioufiy to be- 
lieve that this horrid cuRom prevailed among them ; for 
what the boys had faid, we confidcrcd as a mere hj pcrboli- 
cal cxprcffion of their fear. One of the canoes, at length, 
ventured to come under the Chip’s fide ; and an old man 
came onboard, who feemed to be a Chief from the finer)* of 
his garment, and the fuperiority of his weapon, which was 
a Patoo-Patoo, made of bone, that, as he faid, had belonged 
to a whale. He Raid on board but a fliort time, and when 
he went away, he took with him our gueRs, very mucli to 
the fadsfadlion both of them and us. 

Ac the time when we failed, we were abreaR of a point, 
from which the land trends S.S.W. and which, on account 
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1769 of its figure, I called Cape Table. This point lies feven 
* , leagues to the fouthward of Povci ty Bay, in latitude 39 0 7'S. 
n»rfd«7iz ani j i on g; tu d c 181° 3 6'\V.: it is of a confiderable height, 
makes in a iharp angle, and appears to be quite flat at the 
top. 

In fleering along the fliore to the fouthward of the Cape, 
at the diftancc of two or three miles, our foundings were 
fiom twenty to thirty fathom, having a chain of rocks be- 
tween us and the Ihore, which appeared at different heights 
above the water. 

At noon, .Cape Table bore N. 20 E. diftant about four 
leagues, and a fmall ifland, which was the fouthermoft land 
in fight, bore S. 70 W. at the difiance of about tluce miles. 
M«„i of This ifland, which the natives call Teauowray, I named the 
Portland Island op Portland, from its very great refemblance to 
Portland in the Englifh Channel ; it lies about a mile from 
a point on the main ; but there appears to be a ridge of 
rocks, extending nearly, if not quite, from one to the other. 
N. 37 E. two miles from the fouth point of Portland, lies a 
fttnkcn rock, upon which the fea breaks with great violence. 
We palled between tills rock and the land, having from 
feventeen to twenty fathom. 


In failing along the fliore, we faw the natives affcmbled 
in great numbers as well upon Portland Ifland as the main: 
we could alfo diftinguifli feveral fpots of ground that were 
cultivated ; fome feemed to be frelh turned up, and lay in 
furrows like ploughed land, and fome bad plants upon them 
-in different flagep of their growth. We faw alfo in two 
places, high rails upon the ridges of hills, like what we had 
feen upon the peninfula at the north cart head of Poverty 
bay: as they were ranged in lines only, and not fo as to en- 
2 * • clofe 
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clofc an area, wc could not guefs at their ufc, and therefore 
fuppofed they might he the work of fupcrftition. 

About noon another canoe appeared, in which were, four 
men ; fhe came within about a quarter of a mile of us, where 
the people on board feemed to perform divers ceremonies: 
one of them, who was in the bow, fometimes feemed to aik 
and to oifer peace, and fometimes to threaten war, by bran- 
difhing a weapon that he held in his hand: fometimes alfo 
he danced, and fometimes he fung. Tupia talked much to 
him, but could not perfuade him to come to the ihip. 

Between one and two. o'clock we difeot'ered land to the 
weilward of Portland; extending to the fouthward as far as 
we could fee ; and as the fhip was hauling round the fouth 
end of the ifland, ihe fuddenly fell into fitoal water and 
broken ground: we had indeed always feven fathom or 
more, but the foundings were never twice tile fame, jump- 
ing at once from feven fathom to eleven; in a ihort time, 
however, we got clear of ail danger, and had again deep 
water under us. 

At this time the ifland lay within a mile of us, making in 
white cliffs, and a long fpit of low iand running from it to- 
wards the main. On the fides of tlicfc cliffs fat vail numbers 
of people, looking at us with a fixed attention, and it is pro- 
bable that they perceived forae appearance of hurry and 
confufion on board, and fome irregularity in the working 
of the fhip, while we were getting clear of the ihallow water 
and broken ground, from which they might infer that we 
were alarmed or in diftrefs; we thought that they wilhed to 
take advantage of our fituation, for five canoes were pot off 
with the utmoil expedition, full of men, and well armed: 
they came fo near, and fltewed fo lioflile a difpofition by 
ihouting, brandifiting their lances, and ufing threatening 
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1769. gcllurcsf til at we weic in Tome pain for our finall boat, 
which was ftill employed in founding: a mufket was there- 
Thttrfd»yix £ orc ^ IC< J over t i icmj but finding it did them no haim, they 
feemed lather to be piovoked than intimidated, and I there- 
fore fired a four pounder, charged with grape-fhot, wide of 
them: this had a better effect ; upon the leport of the piece 
they all rofe up and fhouted, but infiead of continuing the 
chace, drew altogether, and after afhort confutation, went 
quietly away. 

Having got round Portland, we hauled in for the land 
N . W. having a gentle breeze at N.E. which about five o’clock 
died away, and obliged us to anchor ; we had one and twenty 
fathom, with a fine Tandy bottom: the fouth point of Port- 
land bore S. E. fS. diftant about two leagues, and a low 
point on the main bore N. 4 K. in the fame diiettion with 
this low point, there runs a deep bay, behind the land of 
which Cape Table is the extremity, fo as* to make this land 
a peninfula, leaving only a low narrow neck between that 
and the main. Of this peninfula, which the natives call 
Terakaco, Cape Table is the noitl; point, and Portland the 
fouth. 

While we lay at anchor, two move canoes came off to us, 
one armed, and the other a fmall fifhing-boat, with only 
four men in her; they came fo near that they entered 
into converfation with Tupia* they anfwcred all the queftions 
that he afked them with great civility, but could not be pen* 
fuaded to come on board ; they came near enough, how- 
ever, to receive feveral prefents that were thrown to them 
from the fix ip, with which they feemed much pleafed, and 
went away. During the night many fires were kept upon 
ihore, probably to {hew us that the inhabitants were too 
much upon their guard 10 be furprized. 


About 
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SO 3 

About .five o’clock in the .morning of the 13th, a breeze 1769. 
fpringing up northerly, we weighed, and fleered in for the 
land. The fliore here forms a large bay, of which Portland Irlil> * s ‘ 
is the noith caft point, and the bay that runs behind Cape 
Table an aim. This arm I had a great inclination to ex- 
amine, becaufethcie appeared to be fafe anchorage in it, but 
not being fure of that, and the wind being right an end, I 
was unwilling to fpaie the time. Four and twenty fathom 
was the greateft depth within Portland, but the ground was 
every where clear. The land near the fliore is of a moderate 
height, with white cliffs and fandy beaches ; within, ic rifes 
into mountains, and upon the whole the furface is hilly, for 
the mod part covered with wood, and to appearance pldafant 
and fertile. In the morning nine canoes came after the fliip, 
but whether with peaceable or hoftile intentions we could 
not tell, for we foon left them behind us. 

In the evening we flood in for a place that had the appear- 
ance of an opening, but found no harbour ; we therefore 
flood out again, and were foon followed by a largc'canoc, 
with eighteen or twenty men, all armed, who, though they 
could not reach us, fhouted defiance, and brandifhed their 
weapons, with many gefturcsof menace and infulr. 

In the morning we had a view of the mountains inland, samrJay 14. 
upon which the fnow was ftill lying- the country near the 
fhore was low and unfit for culture, but in one place we per- 
ceived a patch of fomewhat yellow, which had greatly the 
appearance- of a corn field, yet was probably nothing more 
than fomc dead flaggs, which are not uncommon in fwampy 
places : at fome diftance we faw groves of trees, which ap- 
peared high and tapering, and being not above two leagues 
from the fouth weft cod of the great bay, in which we had 
been coafting for the two laft days, I hoifted out the pinnace 
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>765 and long-boat to fearch for frefh water-, but juft as they 
, oa ° b " , were about to put off, we faw fcveral boats full of people 
s.rurda/ 14. corain g f rora t he {hore, and therefore I did not think it fafe 
for them to leave the Ihip. About ten o’clock, five of thefe 
boats having drawn together, as if to hold a confultation, 
made towards the Ihip, having on board between eighty and 
ninety men, and four more followed at fome diftance, as if 
to fuftain the attack: when the firft five came within about 
, a hundred yards of the Ihip, they began to ling their war 
fong, and brandiflting their pikes, prepared for an engage- 
ment. We had now no time to lofc, for if we could not pie- 
vent the attack, we Ihould come under the unhappy necefiity 
of ufing our fire-arms againft them, which we were very dc- 
firous to avoid. Tupia was therefotc ordered to acquaint 
them that we had weapons which, like thunder, would 
deflroy them in a moment ; that we would immediately con- 
vince them of their power by dircdling their effcift fo that 
they Ihould not be hurt; but that if they perfifted in any 
hofiilc attempt, we Ihould be obliged to ufe them for our 
defence : a four pounder, loaded with grape-Ihot, was then 
difcliargcd wide of them, which produced the defired effedt; 
the report, the flaih, and above all, the Ihot, which fpread 
very far in the water, fo intimidated them, that they began 
to paddle away with all their might: Tupia, however, call- 
ing after them, and alluring them that if they would come 
unarmed, they Ihould be kindly received ; the people in one 
of the boats put their arms on board o ( another, and came 
under the Hop's Hern; we made them fcveral ptefents, and 
Ihould ccttainly have prevailed upon them to come on boanl, 
if the other canoes bad not come up, and again threatened 
us, by ilioming and bntntliflung their weapons: at this the 
people who had come to thc'lhip unarmed, c-tprcfictl great 
difplcafurc, and foon after they all went away. 


In 
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In the afternoon wc flood over to the fouth point of the 1769. 
bay, but not reaching it before it was dark, we flood off and . ° a ! ber l 
on all night. At eight the next morning, being a-breafl of Sunday 15* 
the point, feveral fifhing boats came off to us, and fold us 
fome {linking fifh: it was the befl they had, arid we were 
willing.ro trade with them upon any terms- thefe people 
behaved very well, and wc fhould have parted good friends 
if it had not been for a large canoe, with two and twenty 
armed men on board, which came boldly up along fide of 
the fhip. We foon faw that this boat had nothing for traf- 
fick, yet we gave them two or three pieces of cloth, an article 
which they feemed very fond of. I obferv ed that one man 
had a black fkin thrown over him, fomewhat refembhng 
that of a bear, and being defirous to know what animal was 
its firfl owner, I offered him for it a piece of red baize* 
anti he feemed greatly pleafed with the bargain, imme- 
diately pulling off the ikin, arid holding it up m the boat ; 
jlie would not, however, part with it till he had the cloth in 
his poffefiion, and as there could be no transfer of property, 
if with equal caution I had infilled upon the fame condi- 
tion, I oidcrcd the cloth to be handed 'down to him, upon 
which, with amazing coolncfs, inflead of fending up the 
Ikin, he began to pack up both that and the baize, which he 
had received as the purchafe of it, in a bafket, without pay- 
ing the Icafl regard to my demand or rcmonflrances, and 
foon after, with the fifhing boats, put off from the fhip; 
when they were at fome diflance, they drew together, and 
after a fhort confultation returned; the fifherraen offered 
moxefifh, which, though good for nothing, was purcliafed, 
and trade was again renewed. Among others who were 
placed over the fhip’s fide to hand up what we bought, wds 
little Tayeto, Tupia’s boy, and one of the Indians, watching 
his opportunity, fuddenly feized him, and dragged him 
Vol. II. R r . d own 
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1769. down into the canoe; two of them held him down in the 
■ Qa ° hcr ‘_> fore part of it, and the others, with great a&ivity, paddled 
Sunday 15. ^ { ]j e re q 0 f f } ic canoes following as fall as they could : 

upon this the marines, who were under arms upon deck, 
were oidered to fire. The Jhot was dire&ed to that part of 
the canoe which was fariheft from the boy, and rather wide, 
of her, being willing rather to mifs the rowers than to hurt 
him: it happened, however, that one man dropped, upon 
which fhc others quitted their hold of the boy, who inftantly 
leaped into the water, and fvvam towards the ihip ; the large 
canoe immediately pulled round and followed him, but 
fome mufqucts, and a great gun being fit cd at her, fhe de- 
fined from the purfuit. ’The ihip being brought to, a boat 
was lowered, and the poor boy taken up unhurt, though fo 
terrified that for a time he feemed to be deprived of his 
fenfes. Some of thegcjttlcmcn who traced the canoes tolhore 
with their glafles, faid, that they faw three men carried up 
the beach, who appeared to be either dead or wholly difabled 
by their wounds. 

To the cape off which this unliappy tranfa&ion happened, 
I gave the name of Cape Kidnappers. It lies in latitude 29 ° 
4.3', and longitude 182° 24' \V. and is rendered remarkable by 
two white rocks like hay ftacks, and the high white cliffs on 
'caOnfirZft. Yi 1 ijreb‘a. , ?C.kjy' , ft. bTfanfc Aiirreen ’leagues iruni 
the ifle of Portland ; and between them is the bay of which 
it is the fouth point, and which, in honour of Sir Edward 
Hawke, then Firft Lord of the Admiralty, I called Hawke's 
U awkc’»Bij. Bay. We found in it from twenty-four to feven fathom, 
and good anchorage. From Cape Kidnappers the land 
trends S. S. W. and in this dire&ion we made our run along 
the fliore, keeping at about a league diflancc, with a Heady 
'breeze and clear weather. 
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As foon as Taycto recovered from his fright, he brought a 1769. 
fUh toTupia, and told him, that he intended it as an offering ■ oacb ^ 
to his Eatua, or god, in gratitude for his cfcapc; Tupia com- Scnda 3 r, s* 
mended his piety, and ordered him to throw the fifli into the 
fea, which was accordingly done. 

About two o’clock in the afternoon, we paffed a fmall but 
high white ifland, lying clofc to the fliorc, upon which we 
faw many'houfes, boats, and people. The people we con- 
cluded to be fifliers, becaufc the ifland was totally barren ; 
we faw fcvcral people alfo on flioie, in a fmall bay upon 
the main, within the ifland. At eleven, we brought to till Moofy >5. 
day-light, and then made fail to the foutlnvard, along the 
fliorc. About feven o’clock we pad a high point of land, 
which lies S. S. W. twelve leagues from Cape Kidnappers • 
from this point the land trends thice-fourths of a point more 
to the wefhvard; at ten, we faw more land open to the fouth- 
ward, and at noon, the foutliermoft land that was in fight, 
bore S.39W. diflant eight or ten leagues, and a high bluff 
head, with yellowifli cliffs, bore W. diflant about two 
miles : the depth of water was thirty-two fathom. 

In the afternoon we had a frclh breeze at weft, and during 
the night variable light airs and calms: in the morning a Tetffcyiy. 
gentle breeze fprung up between the N. W. and N. E. and 
having till now ftood to the fouthward, without feeing any 
probability of meeting with a harbour, and the country ma- 
nifcftly altering for the worfe, l thought that Handing farther 
in that dirc£Hon would be attended with no advantage, but 
on the contrary would be a loft, of time that might be em- 
ployed with a better profpc# of fucccfs in examining the 
coaft to the northward; about one, therefore, in the afrci- 
noon, I tacked, and ftood north, with a Fzefli breeze at weft. 

The high bluff head, with jcllowifli cliffs, which we were 
R r 2 a-breaft 
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a-breaft of at noon, I called Cape Turnagain, becaufe here 
we turned back. It lies in latitiidc 4o Q 34* S. longitude 182° 
55' W. diftant eighteen leagues S. S. W. and S. S. W. f W. from 
Cape Kidnappers. The land between them is of a very un- 
equal height; in fome places it is lofty next the fea with 
white cliffs, in others low, with fandy beaches : the face of 
the country is not fo well clothed with wood as it is about 
Hawke's bay, but looks more like our high downs in Eng- 
land: it is, however, to all appearance, well inhabited, for 
as we flood along tlielhore, we faw feveral villages, not only 
in the vallies, but on the tops and fides of the hills, and 
fmoke in many other places. The ridge of mountains 
which has been mentioned before, extends to the fouthward 
farther than we could fee, and was then every where che- 
quered with fnow. At night we faw two fires inland, fo 
very large, that we concluded they muft have been made to 
clear the land for tillage; but however that be, they are a 
demonfliation that the part of \he country where they ap- 
peared is inhabited. ‘ ' 

On the 1 8th, at four o’clock in the 'morning, Cape Kid- 
nappers boreN. 32 W. diftant two leagues: in this fituation 
we had fixty-two fathom, and when the Cape bore W. by N. 
'diftant three or four leagues, we had forty-five fathom : in 
the mid-way between the lfle of Portland and the Cape we 
had fixty-fivc fathom. In the evening, being a-breaft of the 
penmfula within Portland ifland, called Terakako, & canoe 
came off from that flioie, and with much difficulty overtook 
the fhip ; there weie on board fi\e people, two of whom 
appeared to be Chiefs, and the other tlnee fervants: the 
Chiefs, with very little invitation came on board, and ordered 
the reft to remain in their canoe. We treated them with 
gieat kindnefs, and they were not backward in exprefling 
- , their 
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tlicir fatisfa&ion ; they -went down into the cabbin; and *769. 
after a fhoretime told us that they had determined not to go . 0ftobfr \ 
on fliorc till the next morning. As thefleepingon board " cd8er ‘ ,K - 
was an honour which we neither erpe&cd nor defired, I rc- 
monflrated flrongly againft it, and told them, that on their 
account it would not be proper, as the fliip would probably 
be at a great di dance from where die was then, the next 
morning: they perfifted, however, in their refolution, and 
as I found it impoflible to get rid of them without turning 
them by force out of the fliip, I complied : as a proper pre- 
caution, however, I propofed to take their fervants alfo on 
board, and lioifl their canoe into the fliip ; they made no ob- 
jection, and this was accordingly done. The countenance 
of one of thefc Chiefs was the mod open and ingenuous of 
all I have ever feen, and I very foon gave up e\ cry fufpicion 
of his having any finifler defign: they both examined c\cry 
thing they faw with great curiofity and attention, and re- 
ceived very thankfully fuch little prefents as we made them; 
neither of them, however, could be perfuaded either to cat 
or drink, but their fervants devoured every tiling they could 
get with great voracity. We found that thefe men had heard 
of our kindnefs and liberality to the natives who had been 
on board before, yet we thought the confidence they placed 
in us, an extraordinary inflancc of their fortitude. At night 
I brought to rill day-light, and then made fail; at fcien in Thcrfiiny. 
the morning, I brought to again under Cape Table, and fent 
away our guefls with their canoe, who exprefled fomc fur- 
prife at feeing themfclvcs fo far from home, but landed 
a-breafl of the fliip. At this time I faw other canoes putting 
off from the fliore, but I flood away to the northward with- 
put waiting for their coming up. 

About three, I pafled a rcmaikablc head land, which I 
called GABLC-END-roRELAND, from the %cry great liLcncfs 

of 
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1769. of the white clHFat the point, to the gable-end of a lioufc; 
^ oflobtf. ^ nQt mQre remar t a ble for its figure, than for a rock 
TWday l9 ^Yilch rifes like a fpire at a little diftance. It lies from Cape 
Table N. 24 E. diftant about twelve leagues. The fiiore be- 
tween them forms a bay, within which lies Poverty bay, at 
the difiance of four leagues from the head land, and eight 
from the Cape. At this place three canoes came olf to us, 
and one man came on board ; we gave him fomc trifles, and 
he foon returned to his boat, which, with all the left, 
dropped a-ftern. 

Friday zc. In the morning I made fail in fhorc, in order to look into 
two bays, which appeared about two leagues to the north- 
ward of the Foreland ; the fouthermoft I could not fetch, but 
I anchored in the other about eleven o’clock. 

Into this bay we were invited by the people on boaid many 
canoes, who pointed to a place where they faid there was 
plenty of frefli water: I did not find fo good a flielter from 
the fea as I expetfted, but the natives who came about us, 
appearing to be of a friendly difpofition, I was determined 
to try whether I could not get fome knowlege of the country 
here before I proceeded farther to the northward. 

In one of the canoes that came about us as foon as we an- 
chored, we faw two men, who by theirhabits appeared to be 
Chiefs : one of them was drefled in a jacket, which was or- 
namented, after their manner, with dog’s fkin ; the jacket of 
the other was almoft covered with fmall tufts of red feathers. 
Thefe men 1 invited on board, and they entered the fhip with 
very little hefttation: I gave each of them about four yards 
of linen, and a fpike naiij with the linen they were much 
pleafed, but feemed to fet no value upon the nail. We per- 
ceived that they knew what had happened in Poverty bay, 
and we had therefore no rcafon to doubt but that they would 

behave 
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behave peaceably; however, for further fecurity, Tupia 1769. 
was ordered to tell them for wliat purpofe we came thither, . oa ° b,f 
and to aflurc them that we would offer them no injury, if ! “- 
they offered none to m. In the.merm time tliofe who re- 
mained in the canoes traded ■with our people very fairly for 
what they happened to have with them: the Chiefs, who 
were old men, ftaid with ns till we had dined, and about two 
o’clock I put off with the boats, manned and armed, m order 
to go on fhoie in .fearch of water, and the two Chiefs went 
into the boat with me. The afternoon was tempeduous 
with much rain, and the furf every where ran fo high, that 
although we rowed almoft round the bay, we found no place 
where we could land : I determined therefore to return to 
the fhip, which being intimated to the Chiefs, they called 
to the people on fhore, and ordered a canoe to be fent oIT for 
themfelves ; this was accordingly done, and they left us, 
promidng to come on board again in die morning, and bring 
•us fome fifli and fwcet potatoes- 
In the evening, the weather having become fair and mo- 
derate, the boats were again ordered out, and I landed, ac- 
companied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander. We were received, 
with great expreilions of ffiendlhip by the natives, who be- 
haved with a fcrupulous attention not to give otfenCe. * Ini 
particular, they took care not to appear in great bodies: one 
family, or the inhabitants of two or three houfes only, were 
generally placed together, to the number of fifteen or 
twenty, confiding of men, women, and children- Thefe 
little companies fat upon the ground, not advancing towards 
us, but inviting us to them, by a kind of beckon, moving 
one hand towards the bread. We made them feveral little 
prefents ; and ia our walk round the bay found two fmall 
dreams of frefh water. This convenience, and the friendly- 
behaviour of the people, determined me to day at lead ai 
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day, that I might fill fome of my empty calks, and give Mr, 

t .Banks an opportunity of examining the natural produce of 
the countiy. 

1. In the morning of the 21ft, I fent Lieutenant Gore on 
fhoie, to fupei intend the watering, with a ftrong party of 
men; and they weie foon followed by Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander, with Tupia, Tayeto, and four others. 

Tire natives fat by our people, and fecmed pleafed to ob- 
ferve them ; but did not intermix with them : they traded 
however, chiefly for cloth, and after a Ihort time applied to 
their ordinary occupations, as if no firanger had been 
among them. In the forenoon, feveral of their boats went 
out a fifhing, and at dinner time ever}’- one repaired to his 
lefpe&ive dwelling; from which, after a certain time, he 
returned, Thefe fair appearances encouraged Mr. Banks 
and pr. Solander to range the bay with very little precaution, 
where they found many plants, and Ihot fome birds of ex- 
quifite beauty. In their walk, they vifited feveial lioufes of 
the natives, and faw fomething of their manner of life; for 
they fhowed, \vithout any referve, every thing which the 
Gentlemen defired to fee. They were fometimes found at 
their meals, which the approach of the ftrangers never in- 
terrupted. Their food at this feafon confided of fifli, with 
which, mftead of hread, they eat the root of a kind of fern, 
very like that which grows upon our commons in England. 
Thefe roots they fcorch over the fire, and then beat with a 
, flick, till the bark and dry outfide fall off ; what remains is 
a foft fubftance, fomewhat clammy and fweer, not unpleaf- 
ing to the tafte, but mixed with thre * ‘ -four times its quan- 
tity of fli ings and hicli are " '’-greeable ; thefe 

were f\vallowcd/ t , but fpit the far greater 
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part of Wliat had been chewed, which had an appearance i;«i , 
very like that of tobacco in the fame Rate. In other feafons 
they have certainly’plenty of excellent vegetables! but no 
tame animals were feen among them except dogs, which 
were very fmall and ugly. Mr. Banks faw fome of their 
plantations, where the ground was as well broken down and 
tilled as even in the gaidcns of the mod curious people 
among us: in tlicfc fpots were fweet potatoes, coccos or 
eddas, which arc well known and much cllccmcd both in 
the Eail and Well Indies, and fome gouids : the fweet po- 
tatoes were planted in fmall hills, fome ranged in lows, and 
others in quincunx, all laid by a line with the greeted lcgu- 
larity -. the coccos were planted upon dat land, but none of 
them yet appeared above ground ; and the gourds were fet 
in fmall hollows, or diflics, much as in 'England. Thefe 
plantations were of different extent, from one or two acres 
to ten: taken together, there appeared to be from 150 to 
aoo aacs in cultivation in the whole bay, though we never 
faw an hundred people. Eacit didritd was fenced in, gene- 
rally with teeds, which were placed fo clofe together that 
there was fcarcely room for a moufc to creep between. 

The women were plain, and made thcmfelvcs more fo by 
painting their faces with red ocrc and oil, winch being ge- 
nerally frefli and wet upon their checks and foreheads, was 
eafily transferred to the nofes of thofc who thought fit to 
ialutc them ; and that they were not wholly a\ erfe to fucii 
familiarity, the nofes of feverai of our people drongly tedi- 
ficd: they wcic, however, as great coquets as any of the 
mod falhionablc ladies in Europe, and the young ones 3S 
.fleittilh as an unbroken filly: each of them wore a petticoat, 
under which there was a girdle, made of die blades of grafs 
highly perfumed, and to the girdle was fadened a fmall 
bunch of the leaves of fome fragrant plant, which ferved 
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day, that I might fill fome of my empty calks, and give Mr. 
.Banks an opportunity of examining the natural produce of 
the country. } 

In the morning of the 21ft, I fent Lieutenant Gore on 
Ihore, to fupei intend the -watering, with a llrong party of 
men; and they weie foon followed by Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander, with Tupia, Tayeto, and four others. 

The natives fat by our people, and feemed pleafed to ob- 
ferve them ; but did not intermix with them : they traded 
however, chiefly for cloth, and after a Ihort time applied to 
their ordinary occupations, as if no ftranger had been 
among them. Jn the forenoon, feveral of their boats went 
out a fifliing, and at dinner time every one repaired to his 
refpe< 5 hve dwelling; from which, after a certain time, he 
returned. Thefe fair appearances encouraged Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander to range the bay with very little precaution, 
where they found many plants, and Ihot fome birds of ex- 
quifite beauty. In their walk, they vifited feveral lioufcs of 
the natives, and faw fomething of their manner of life ; for 
,they fhowed, yhthout any referve, every thing which the 
Gentlemen defired to fee. They were fometimes found at 
their meals, which the approach of the ftrangers never in- 
terrupted. Their food at this feafon confifted of fifli, with 
which, inftead of bread, they eat the root of a kind of fern, 
very like that which grows upon our commons in England. 
Thefe roots they fcorch over the fire, and then beat with a 
flick, till the bark and dry outfide fall off ; what remains is 
a fofc fubftance, fomewhat clammy and fweer, not unpleaf- 
ing to the tafte, but mixed with three or four times its quan- 
tity of firings and fibres, which are very difagreeabie j thefe 
were fwallowed by fome, but fpit out by the far greater 
number, who had bafkets under them to receive the rejected 

part 
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part of itfliat had been chewed, avhich had an appcatance 1769 , 
very like that of tobacco in the fame Rate. In other feafons . Ottobcr ^ 
they have certainty’plcnty of excellent vegetables ; but no £atu ' dir^, • 
tame animals were' feen among ^licm except dogs, which 
were very fmall and ugly. Mr. Banks faw fome of their 
plantations, where the ground was as well broken down and 
tilled as even in the gaidcns of the moll curious people 
among us • in tliefe fpots were fwcet potatoes, coccos or 
eddas, which arc well known and much efteemed both in 
rhcEaft and Weft Indies, and fome gouids the fwcet po- 
tatoes were planted in fmall hills, fome janged in lows, and 
others in quincunx, all laid by a line witlnthe greateft regu- 
larity: the coccos were planted upon flat land, but none of 
them yet appeared above giound; and the gourds were fet 
in fmall hollows, or diflies, much as in 'England. Thcfe 
plantations were of different extent, from one or two acres 
to ten: taken together, there appeared to be from 150 to 
aoo acres in cultivation in the whole bay, though we never 
faw an hundred people. Each diftridt was fenced in, gene- 
rally with iecds, which weie placed fo clofe together that 
there was fcarcely room for a moufe to creep between. 

The women were plain, and made themfelves more fo by 
painting their faces with red ocre and oil, which being gc- 
‘ neraliy frdh and wet upon their cheeks and foreheads, was 
eaSfiy rniro'femr& to Vrre -r/t/ha> zfx 5 a 

falute them, and that they were not wholly aveife to fuch 
familianty, the nofes of fevcral of our people flrongly tefti- 
fied* they were, however, as great coquets as any of the 
moll: fafliionable ladies in Europe, and the )Oung ones as 
Ikmifli as an unbroken filly: each of them wore a petticoat, 
under which there was a girdle, made of the blades of grafs 
highly perfumed, and to the girdle was fattened a fmall 
bunch of the leaves of fome fragrant plant, which ferved 
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*769* their modefiy as its innermoft veil. The faces of the men 
^ottobjr. ^ w£re nQt g enera ]]y painted, yet we faw one whofe whole 
Satwdajrzj. k oc j^ n nd even his garments, were rubbed over with dry 
ocre, of which lie kept a piece condamly in his hand, and 
was every miniitc renewing the decoration in one part or an- 
other, wheie he fuppofed it was become deficient. In per- 
fonal delicacy they were not equal to our friends at Ota- 
heite, for the coldnefs of tile climate did not invite them fo 
often to bathe j but we faw among them one inflance of 
cleanlmefs in which they exceeded them, and of which per- 
haps there is no example in any other Indian nation. Every 
hotife, or every little duller of three or four lioufes, was 
furnilhed With a privy, fo that the ground was every where 
clean. The offals of their food, and other litter, weic alfo 
piled up in regular dunghills, which probably they made 
ufe of at a proper time for manure. 

In this decent article of civil economy they were before- 
hand with one of the’ mod conllderable nations of Europe, 
for I am ctcdibly informed, that, till the year 1760, there was 
no fuch thing as -a privy in Madrid, the metropolis of Spain, 
though it is plentifully fupplied with water. Before that 
time it was the univerfal practice to throw the ordure out of 
thewindows, during the night, into the ftreet, where num- 
bers o? men were employed to remove it, with fhovcls, from ' 
the upper parts of the city to the lower, where it lay till it 
was dry, and was then carried away jn carts, and depofited 
without the gates. His prefent Catholic Majcfty, having de- 
termined to free his capital from fo grofs anuifance, ordered, 
by proclamation, that the proprietor of every lioufc lhould 
build a privy, and that finks, drains, and common-fewers 
fitould be made at the public expence. The Spaniards, 
though long accullomed to an arbitrary government, ie- 
fented this proclamation with great fpirit, as an infringe- 
B j mem 
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mcnt of the common rights of mankind, and made a vigo- 1769. 
rous druggie againd its being carried into execution. E\ cry ■ °^°- f _ F 
clafs devifed fome objection againft it, but the phyficians bid *'• 
the faired to intereft the king in the prefervation of the an- 
cient privileges of his people ; for they remondrated that if 
the filth was not, as ufual, thiown into the ftreets, a fatal 
ficknefs would probably enfue, becaufe the putrefeent par- 
ticles of the air, which fuch filth attracted, would then be 
imbibed by the human body. But this expedient, with every 
other that could be thought of, proved unfuccefsful, and 
the popular difeontent then ran fo high that it was very near 
producing an infurreftion ; his majefty, however, at length 
prevailed, and Madrid is now as clear as mod of the confi- 
dcrable cities in Europe. But many of the citizens, pro- 
bably upon the principles advanced by their phyficians, that 
heaps of filth prevent deleterious particles of air from fixing 
Upon neighbouring fubflances, hare, to keep their food 
wholefome, condru&ed their privies by the kitchen fire. 

In the evening, all our boats being employed in carrying 
die water on board, and Mr. Banks and his company finding 
it probable that they fliould be left on fliorc after it was 
dark, by which much time would be lod, which they were 
impatient to employ in putting the plants they had gathered 
in order, they applied to the Indians for a paflage in one of 
their canoes: they immediately contented, and a canoe was 
launched for their ufe. They went all on board, being eight 
in number, but not being ufed to a vcflel that required fo 
even a balance, they unfortunately overfet her in the furf : 
no life however was lod, but it was thought advifable that 
half of them fliould wait for another turn.* Mr. Banks, Dr. 

Solander, Tupia, and Tayeto embarked again, and without 
.any .farther accident arrived fafely at the fhip, well pleafed 
with the good-nature of their Indian friends, who checr- 
, Sfz fully 
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i76g. fully undertook to carry them a Tccond time, after having 
v—° Li experienced how unfit a freight they were for fuch a vcfich 

Saturday in • _ , 

While thefe gentlemen were on fhore, feveral of the na- 
tives -went off to the fhip, and trafficked, by exchanging their 
cloth for that of Otahcite: of this barter they weie for fome 
time very fond, prefeiring the Indian cloth to that of Europe? 
but before night it decreafed in its value five hundred per 
tent. Many of thefe Indians I took on board, and fhewed 
them the fhip and her apparatus, at -which they exprefled 
equal fatisfaflion and aftoniihmenu 

As 1 found it exceedingly difficult to get water on board on- 
account of the furf, T determined to flay no longer at this 
Sumiav 32 place? on the next morning thciefore, r abouc five o’clock, I 
weighed anchor and put to fea. r ( 

This bay, which is called by the natives Tegadgo, lies 
in the latitude of 38° io' S., but as it has nothing to recom- 
mend it, a defeription of it is unneceffary. 

, from tills bay I intended to (land on to the nonhward, but 
the wind being right againft'me', I could make no \tray. 
While I was beating about to windward, fome of the natives 
came on board, and told me, that m a bay which lay a little 
to the fouthward, being the fame that I could not fetch 
the day I put into Tegadoo, there was excellent water, where 
the boats might land without a furf. I thought it bettei 
' therefore to put into this bay, where I might complete my 
water, and form farther connexions with the Indians, than 
to keep the fea. With this view I bore up for it, and fent in 
two boats, manned and armed, to examine the watering- 
place, who confirming the leport of the Indians at their re- 
turn, I came to an anchor about one o'clock, in eleven fa- 
thom water, with a fine fandy bottom, the north point of the 
bay N. by E. and the fouth point S. E. The watering-place, 

. which 
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which was in a fmall cove a little within the fouth point of 1769. 
the bay, bore S. by E diftant about a mile Many canoes ■ 
came immediately off from the /here, and all traded very ho- '*■ 
nellly for Otalieite cloth and glafs bottles, of which they 
weie immoderately fond 


Tn the afternoon of the 33d, as loon as the (hipwas moored j Monday 
I went on fliore to examfne thewatenng place, accompanied 
by Mr. Banks and Di Solander the boat landed m the cove, 
without the lead furf , the water was excellent, and conve- 
niently fituated, there was plenty of wood clofe to high- 
water mark, and the difpofition of the people was in every 
refpedt fuch as we could wiffi. 

' Having, with Mr Green, taken ffeveral obfervations of tlic 
fun and moon, the mean refulfc of them gave 180 0 47 \V. 
longitude , but, as all the obfervations made before exceeded 
tliefe, I have laid down the coaft from the mean of the 
whole. At noon, I took, the fun's meridian altitude with an 
agronomical quadrant, which was fet up at the watering- 
place, and found the latitude to be 38° 23' 24 . 

On the 24th, early in the morning, I fent Lieutenant Goie TucfiLy 4 
on fliore, to fupenntend the cutting of wood and filling of 
■water, with a fufficient number of men for both purpofes, 
and all the maunes as a guard. After breakfaft, I went on 
/here mjielf, and continued there the whale da}. 

Mr Banks and Dr Solander alfo went on fliore to gather 
plants, and in their walks fiw feveral things worthy of no- 
tice. They met with many houfes m thevalhcs that feemed 
to be wholly deferted, the people living on the ndges of the 
lulls in a kind of fiheds very flightly built As they were 
advancing m one of thefe \ allies, the hills on each fide of 
which were very flecp, they were fuddenly firuck with the 
fight of a very extraordinary natural cuiiofity- It was a rock, 

perforated! 
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1769. perforated through its whole fubdance, fo as to form a rude 
. Cttobcf> , but Ihipendous arch or cavern, opening dirc&ly to the fea ; 
Tucfdj/ 24 this aperture was feventy-five feet long, twenty-feven broad, 
and five and forty high, commanding a view of the bay and 
the hills on the Othei fide, which were feen through ir, and, 
opening at once upon the view, produced an cfTedt far fupe- 
nor to any of the contrivances of art. * 

As they were returning to the watciing-placc in the even- 
ing, they met an old man, who detained them fomc time by 
{hawing them the military cxcrcifcs of the country with the 
v lance and Patoo-Patoo, which arc all the weapons in ufc. 
The lance is from ten to fourteen feet long, made of a very 
hard wood, and fharp at both ends: the Patoo-Patoo has been 
deferibed already, it is about a foot long, made of Talc or 
bone, with {harp edges, and ufed as a battle-axe. A pod or 
Hake was fet up as his enemy, to which he advanced with a 
mod furious afpett, brandilhinghis lance, which he grafped 
with great firmnefs; when it was fuppofed „ to have been 
pierced by his lance, he ran at it with his Patoo-Patoo, and 
falling upon the upper end of it, which was to reprefent his 
adverfary’s head, he laid on with great vehemence, finking 
many blows, anyone of which would probably have fplit the 
fcull of an ox. From our champion’s falling upon his mock 
enemy with the Patoo-Patoo, after he was fuppofed to have 
been pierced with the lance, our Gentlemen inferred, that in 
the battles of this countiy there is no quarter. 

This afternoon, we fet up the armourer’s forge, to repair 
the braces of the tiller which had been broken, and went on 
getting our wood and water, without fullering the lead mo- 
Icdation from the natives j who came down with different 
forts of fifii, which we purchafed with cloth, beads, and glafs 
bottles, as ufual. 

On 
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J 1 * Banks and Dr Solander went again on 
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On the 25th, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went again on 1769. 
fhore; and while they were fearching for plants, Tupia Raid v Oaobgr ‘_ f 
with the waterers : among other Indians who came down to Wednef * 
them, was a pried, with whom Tupia entered into a very 
learned converfation. In their notions of religion they 
feemed to agree % T ery well, which is not often the cafe be- 
tween learned divines on our fide of the ocean: Tupia, how- 
ever, feemed to have the mofl knowlege, and he was liftened 
to with great deference and attention by the other. In the 
courfe of this converfation, after the important points of di- 
vinity had been fettled, Tupia enquired if it was their prac- 
tice to eat men, to which they anfwered in the affirmative ; 
but faid that they eat only their enemies who were flain in 
battle. 

On the 26th, it rained all day, fo that none of us could go Tiurfityas. 
afhore j and very few of the Indians came either to the wa- 
tering-place or the fliip. 

On the 27th, I went with Dr. Solander to examine the bot- f nday 27. 
tom of the bay ; but though we went afhore at two places, 
we met with little worth notice. The people behaved very 
civilly, flicwing us every thing that we exprefled a defire to 
fee, Among other trifling curiofities which Dr. Solander 
purchafed of them, was a boy’s top, fhaped exactly like 
thofe which children play with in England ; and they made 
figns, that to make it fpin it was to be whipped. Mr. Banks 
in the mean time went afhore at the watering-place, and 
climbed a hill which flood at a little diflance to fee a fence of 
poles, which we had obferved from the fhip, and which had 
been much the fubjefl: of fpeculation. The hill was ex- 
tremely flcep, and rendered almofl inacceffible by wood; yet 
he reached the place, near which he found many houfes 
that for fome reafon had been deferted by their inhabitants. 

The 
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1769* The poles appeared to be about fifteen feet high •» they were 
t 05>obgr ' 1 placed in two rows, with a fpace of about fix feet between. 
Friday 27 . the poles in each low were about ten feet diftant 

from, each othex. The lane between them was covered by 
flicks, that were fet up doping towards each other from the 
top of the poles on each lide, like the roof of a houfe. This 
rail-work, with a ditch that was parallel to it, was carried 
about a hundred yards down the hill in a kind of curve; 
but for what purpofe we could not guefs. 

The Indians, at the wateiing-place, at our requeft, enter- 
tained us with their war-fong, in which the women joined, 
with the moft horrid diftortions of countenance, rolling then 
cyfcs, thrufting out their tongues, and often heaving loud 
and deep fighs ; though all was done in very good time. 
Saturday is. On the aSth, we went afhore upon an ifland that lies to the 

left hand of the entrance of the bay, where we faw the 
larged canoe that we had yet met with : fhc was fix ty- eight 
feet and a half long, five broadband three feet fix high ; fhe 
had a fharp bottom, confiding of three trunks of trees hol- 
lowed, of which that m themiddle was the longed: the fide 
planks were fixty-two feet long in one piece, and were not 
defpicably carved in has lelief ; the head alfo was adorned 
with carving dill more lichly. Upon this ifland theie was a 
larger houfe than any we had yet feen ; hut it feemed un- 
fimfhed and was full of chips. The wood work was fquared 
fo even and fmooth, that we made no doubt of their having 
among them very fharp tools. The tides of the pods were 
carved in a maflcrly dile, though after their whimfical taftc, 
which feems to piefer fpiral lines and didorted faces as 
thefe carved pods appeared to have been brought from fome 
other place, fuch work is probably of great value among 
them. 


At 
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At four o clock io the morning of the 29th, having got on 1; Sg. 
board our wood and water, and a large fupply of excellent • oa ° Ur -_ 
celery, with which the country abounds, and which proved * 9 ’ 
a powerful antifcorbutic, I unmoored and put to fea. 

This bay is called by the natives Tolaga; it is moderately 
large, and has from feven. to thirteen fathom, with a clean 
fandy bottom and good anchorage ; and is ihehered from ail 
winds except the north cad. It lies in latitude 38“ 2 2' S. and 
four leagues and an half to the north of Gable-end Foreland. 

On the fouth point lies a fmalt but high ifland, fo near the 
main as not to be diftinguilhed from it. Clofe to the north 
end of the iQand, at the entrance into the bay, are two high 
rocks ; one is round like a corn-ftack, but the other is long, 
and perforated in feveral places fo that the openings appear 
like the arches of a bridge. Within thefe rocks is the cove 
where we cut wood, and filled our water-cafks. Off the 
north point of the bay is a pretty high rocky iiland ; and 
about a mile without it, are feme rocks and breakers. The 
variation of the compafs here is 14.' 31'E. and the tide flows 
at the full and change of the moon, about fix o’clock, and 
rifes and falls perpendicularly ftom five to fix feet: whether 
the flood comes ftom the fouthwaid or the northward I have 
not been able to determine. 

We got nothing here by traffic but a few filh, and fome 
iwcet potatoes, except a few Umtt, -aWa "it 
metely as cutioflties. We faw no foul -footed animals, nor 
the appearance of any, either tame or wild, except dogs 
and rats, and thefe were veiy fcarcc the people cat the 
dogs, like our friends at Otaheitc; and adorn their gar- 
ments with the fkins, as we do ours with fui and ermine. I 
climbed many of the lulls, hoping to get a view of the coun- 
try, but I could fee nothing from the top except higher 

Vol. II. T t hills. 



LIEUTENANT COOK'S VOYAGE 


1769. hills, in a boundlefs iucceffion. The ridges of thefe hills 
. produce little befides fern but the fides are moft luxuriantly 

Sunday 19 w j t h WO od, and verdure of various kinds, with little 

plantations intermixed. In the woods, we found trees of 
above twenty different forts, and carried fpecimens of each 
on board 5 but there was no body among us to whom they 
were not altogether unknown. The tree which we cut for 
firing was fomewhat like our maple, and yielded a whitifh 
gum. We found another fort of it of a deep yellow, which 
we thought might be ufeful in dying. We found alfo one 
cabbage tree, which we cut down for the cabbages. The 
country abounds with plants, and the woods with birds, in 
an endlefs variety, exquifitely beautiful, and of which none 
of us had the leafl knowlege. The foil both of the hills and 
valleys is light and fandy, and very fit for the production of 
all kinds of roots j though we faw none except fwect pota- 
toes and yams. 


C 21 A r 1 . 


LIEUTENANT COOK'S VOYAC 


322 

*769- hills, in a boundlefs fucceffion. The ridges of 

t IZ> produce little befides fern j but the fides are moll ’ 

Sondayig. c j ot jj e j w ith wood, and verdure of various kinds 
plantations intermixed. In the woods, we fou 
above twenty different forts, and carried fpecinr 
on board j but there was no body among us to 
w ere not altogether unknown. The tree whicl 
flung was fomewhat like our maple, and yieb 
gum. We found another fort of it of a deep 5 
we thought might be ufeful in dying. We f< 
cabbage tree, which we cut down for the cr 
country abounds with plants, and the woods 
an endlefs vaiiety, exquifitely beautiful, and 
of us had the leafl knowlcge. The foil both 
valleys is light and fandy, and very ht for tli 
all kinds of roots ; though we faw none ex 
toes and yams. 
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CHAP." III. 

The Range from Tolaga fo Mercury Bay, -with an Account 
•of many Incidents that happened both on hoard and ajhore: 

A Defcription of federal Views exhibited ly the Country, 
and of the Heppahs, or fortified Villages of the Inha- 
bitants. 

O N Monday the 30th, about half an hourafrcrone o'clock, ^ 
having made fail again to the northward for about ten Oftober. 
hours, with a light breeze, I hauled round a fmall ifland Monday 30. 
which lay eafl one mile from the north call point of the 
land: from tills place I found the land trend away N.W. by W. 
and W.'N. W. as far as I could fee, this point being the eafi- 
ermotl land on the whole coaft. I gave it the name of East 
Cape, and I called the ifland that lies off it East Island j it 
is of a fmall circuit, high and tound, and appeals white and 
barren: the Cape is high, with white cliffs, and lies in lati- 
tude 37” id 30" S. and longitude iCi° \V. The land ftom 
Tolaga hay to Eaft Cape is of a moderate, but unequal 
height, forming feveial final! bays, in which are fandy 
beaches : of the inland country we could not fee much, the 
weather being cloudy and hazey. The foundings were from 
twenty to thirty fathom at the diflance of about a league 
from the flioie. After we had rounded the Cape, we fawin 
our run along the fhore a great number of villages, and 
much cultivated land; the country in general appeared more 
fertile than before, and was low near the fea, but hilly 
within. At fix in the evening, being four leagues to the 
weflward of Eafl Cape, we paffed a bay which was firfl dif- 
T t 2 covered 
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CHAP.' III. 

Tie Range from Tolaga to Mercury Bay, with an Account 

of many Incidents that happened both cm board and ajhot e: f i 

A Defcription of federal Views exhibited by the Country, 
and of the Heppahs , or fortified Villages of the Inha- 
bitants. 

O N Monday the 30th, about half an hour after one o'clock, , e 

having made fail again to the northward for about ten o«°W. 
hours, with a light breeze, I hauled round a fmall lfland Monday 30. 
which lay call one mile from the north ea/l point of the 
land: from this place I found the land ttend away N.W. by \V. 
andAV.'N. W. as for as I could fee, this point being the eail- 
ermotl land on the whole coail. I gave it the name of East 
Cape, and I called the ifland that lies off it East Island ; it 
is of a fmall circuit, high and lound, and appeals white and 
barren: the Cape is high, with white cliffs, and lies in lati- 
tude 37 0 42' 30" S. and longitude ifii 0 W. The land ti om 
Tolaga hay to Eafl Cape is of a moderate, but unequal 
height, forming fevetal fmall bays, in which are fandy 
Leaches : of The inland country wc could not fee much, the 
weather being cloudy and hazey. The foundings were fioni 
twenty to thirty fathom at the ditlance of about a league 
from the fhore. After we had rounded the Cape, wc faw m 
oui run along the fhore a great number of villages, and 
much cultivated land, the country m general appeared more 
fertile than before, and was low near the fea, but hilly 
within. At fix in the evening, being four leagues to the 
weftward of Eafl Cape, we paired a ba> which was firft dif- 
T t 2 covered 
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coveted by Lieutenant Hicks, and which therefore I called 
Hicks’s Bay. At eight in the evening, being eight leagues to 
the weftward of the Cape, and three or four miles from the 
fhore, Ilhortened fail and brought to for the night, having 
at this time a frefli gale at S.S.E. and fquallyj but itfoon 
became model ate, and at two in the morning, we made fail 
again to the S. W. as the land now trended ; and at eight 
o’clock in the morning, faw land, which made like an ifland, 
bearing weft, the fouth wefteimoft part of the main bearing 
fouth weft; and about nine no lefs than five canoes came 
off, in which were more than forty men, all armed 
with th*eir country pikes and battle-axes, fhouting, and 
threatening an attack: this gave us great uneafinefs, and 
was indeed what we did not expeft ; for we hoped, that the 
report both of our power and clemency had fpread to a 
greater extent. When one of thefe canoes had almoft reached 
the fhip, another, of an immenfe fize, the largeft we had 
yet feen, crowded with people who were alfo armed, put off* 
from the fhore, and came up at a great late ; as it approach- 
ed it received fignals from the canoe that was neareft to the 
fhip, and we could fee that it had fixteen paddles on a fide, 
befide people that fat, and others that flood in a row from item 
to ftern, being in all about fixty men : as they made dire^Iy 


to the fhip, wc were defirous of r t 
Blowing what we could do, and th</ 
with grape-fhot, ahead of them : t ^ 1 
not retreat ; a round £hot was the 
upon feeing it fall ,/ 1 e ‘'2d then 
wards the fhore wi^ v *.dpiti 

fcarcely to allow tliei p to H 

three or four more ^ s < 

would not venture wit! r 
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called, from the hafty retreat of the enemy. Cape Runaway. 1769. 

It lies in latitude 37” 32'; longitude 181" 48'. In this day’s’ . 0lKb ”- J 
lun, we found that the land, which made like an iiland in T “ cfd *>' 3 >- 
the morning, hearing weft, was fo; and we gave it the name 
of White Island* 

At day-break, on the firft of November, wc counted no lefb November, 
titan five and forty canoes that were coming from the ihore VW "' r ’ K 
towards the fhip : feven of them came up with us, and after 
fome converfation with Tupia, fold us fome lobfters and 
mufcles, and twcr conger eels, Thcfe people traded pretty 
fairly : but when they were gone, fome others came off from 
another place, who began alfo to trade fairly ; but after fome 
time they took what was handed down to them, without 
making any return ; one of them who had done fo, upon 
being threatened, began to laugh, and with many marks of 
derifion fet us at defiance, at the fame time putting off the 
canoe from the (hip-- a mufquct was then fired over his head, 
which brought him back in a more ferious mood, and trade 
went on with great regularity. At length, when the cabbin 
and gun-room had got as much as they wanted, the men 
were allowed to come to the gang-way, and trade for them- 
felves. Unhappily the fame care was not taken to prevent 
frauds as had been taken before, fo that the Indians, finding 
that they could cheat with impunity, grew infolent again, 
and proceeded to take greater liberties. One of the canoes, 
having fold every thing on board, pulled forward, and the 
people that were in her feeing fome linen hang over the 
ihip’s fide to dr)’, one of them, without any cci emony, un- 
tied it, and put it up in his bundle : he was immediately 
called to, and tequired to return it ; inllcad of which, he let 
his canoe drop a Hern, and laughed at us : a mufquct was . 
fired over his head, which did not put a flop to his mirth 
another was then fired at him with fmall fliot, which firuck 

him. 
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him upon the back ; he fhrank a little when the fhot hit 
j him, but did not regard it more than one of our men would 
have done the ftrokc of a rattan : he continued with great 
compofure to pack up the linen that he had ftolcn. All the 
canoes now dropped aftern about a hundred yards, and all 
fet up their fong of defiance, which they continued till the 
fiiip was diftant from them about four hundred yards. As 
they feemed to have no defign to attack us, I was not wil- 
ling to do them any hurt ; yet I thought their goingofF in a 
bravado might have a bad elFctt when it fliould be reported 
afhorc. To fhow them therefore that they were (till in our 
power, though very much beyond the reach of any miflilc 
•weapon with which they were acquainted, I gave the fit ip a 
yaw, and fired a four pounder fo as to pafs near them. The 
fiiot happened to ftrike the water, and rife fevcral times at 
a great difiance beyond the canoes : this firuck them with 
terror, and they paddled away without once lookingbehind 
them. 

About two in the afternoon, we fa\v a pretty high i/land 
bearing well from us ; and at five, faw more iflands anti 
rocks to the wefitvard of that We hauled our wind irl or- 
der to go without them, but could not weather them before 
it was dark. I therefote bore up, and ran between them and 
the main. At feven, I was clofc under the firfi,from which 
a large double canoe, or rather two canoes Jaibcd together 
tit the difiancc of about a foot, and covered with boards fo as 
make a deck, put ofT, and made fail for the fhip : this was 
the firfi vcficl of the kind that we had feen fincc \vc left the 
.South Sea ifiands. When file came near, the people on board 
entered very freely into convcrfation with Tupia, and we 
thought fliowed a friendly difpofition ; but when it was juft 
dark, they ran their canoe clofc to thcfhip’s fide, and threw 
in a volley of ftoncs, after which they paddled afiiore. 
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We learnt from Tupia, that the people in the canoe called 1769. 
thc.ifland which we were under Mowtohora; itisbutofa V°” mbc ^ 
fmall circuit, though high, and lies fix miles from the main ; 
on the fouth fide is anchorage in fourteen fathom water. 

Upon the main land S W. by W. of this ifland, and appa- 
rently at no great diilance from the fea, is a high round 
mountain, which I called Mount Edgecomee : it flands in the 
middle of a large plain, and is therefore the more confpi- 
cuous; latitude 37° 59, longitude 193' 7'. 

In Handing weilward, we fuddcnly Ihoaled our water from- 
feventeen to ten fathom ; and knowing that we were not far 
from the fmall ifiands and rocks which we had feen before 
dark, and which I intended to have palled before I brought 
to for the night, I thought it more prudent to tack, and fpend 
the night under Mowtohora, where I knew there was no 
danger. It was indeed happy for us that we did fo; for in 
the morning, after we had made fail to the wcfiwatd, we Ttaflijr*. 
difeovered, ahead of us, fcvcral rocks, fome of which were 
level with the furfacc of the water, and fome below it : tltcy- 
lay N.N.E. from Mount Edgecombe, one league and a half 
diftant from the illand Mowtohora, and about nine miles- 
from the main. We paITcc! between thefc rocks and the main, 
having from ten to feven fathom water. 

This morning, many canoes and much people were feen 
along the Ifiorc; levcraf or" tdc canoes r&ilbwtst’ns; liurmme 
of. them could reach us, except one with a fail, which proved 
to be the fame that had pelted us the night before. The 
people on board again entered into converfation with Tupia ; 
but we expedted another volley of their ammunition, which 
was not indeed dangerous to any thing but tbccabbin win- 
dows. They continued abrcail of tltc illip about an hour, 
and behaved very peaceably } but at lall the falute which we 

cspc&ccU 
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the Court of Aldermen. They lie in the compafs of about >769. 
half a league everyway, and Etc leagues from the main, 
between which and them lie other iflands, moft of them 
barren rocks, of which there is great variety: fome of them 
are as fmall in compafs as the Monument of London, but rife 
to a much greater height, and fome of them are inhabited. 

They lie in latitude 36° 5/, and at noon bore S. 60 E. dillant 
thiee or four leagues ; and a rock like a caftle, lying not far 
from the main, bore N. 40 W. at the diilance of one league. 

The country that we palled the night before, appeared to be 
well inhabited, many towns were in fight, and fome hun- 
dreds of large canoes lay under them upon the beach; but 
this day, after having failed about fifteen leagues, it ap- 
peared to be barren and dcfolate. As far as we had yet 
coafted this country from Cape Turnagain, the people ac- 
knowledged one Chief, whom they called Teratu, and to 
whofe refidence they painted, in a direction that we thought 
to be very far inland, but aftcrwatds found to be otherwife. 


About one o’clock three canoes came off to us from the 
main, with one and twenty men on board. The conllruc- 
tion of tliefe veffels appeared to be more fimple than that of 
any we had fecn, they being nothing more than trunks of a 
Angle tree hollowed by fire, without any convenience or or- 
nament. The people on board were almofl: naked, and ap- 
peared to be of a browner completion ; yet naked and 
defpicable as they were, they hung their fong of defiance, 
and feemed to denounce againff us inevitable defiruftion: 
they remained, however, fome time out of Hones throw, 
and then venturing nearer, with lcfs appearance of hoftihty, 
one of our men went to the fliip fide, and was about to hand 
them a rope ; this courtcfy, however, they thought fit to re- 
turn by throwing a lance at him, which having milled him, 
Von. II. u u ,hc L 
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1769* they immediately threw another into the fliip : upon this 3 ’ 

i_ — 1 mufquet was fired over them, which at once fent themr 
I xi day 3. 

; * away. 

About two, we faw a large opening, or inlet, for which 
\vc bore up ; we had now forty-one fathom water, which 
gradually dccrcafed to nine, at which time we were one 
mile and an half diftam from a high towered rock which lay 
near the fouth point of the inlet : this rock, and the norther- 
moil of the Court of Aldermen being in one, .bearing S. 61 E. 

About feven in the evening we anchored in feven fathom, 
a little within the fouth entrance of the bay r to this place 
we were accompanied by feverai canoes and people like 
thofe we had feen lad, and for fomc time they behaved 
very civilly. While they were hovering about us, a bird was 
ihot from thefhip, as it was fwimmingupon the water: at 
this they fiicwed lefs furprize than we cvpefted, and taking 
up the biid, they tied it to a fifliing line that was towing a- 
ilem ) as an acknowledgment for this favoui we gave them a 
piece of cloth : but notwithftanding this effect of our fire- 
arms, and this interchange of civilities, as foon as it grew 
dark they fung their war fong, and attempted to tow away 
the buoy of the anchor. Two or three mufkets were then 
fired over them, but this feemed rather to make them angry 
than afraid, and they went away, threatening that to-mor- 
row they would leturn with more force, and be the death of 
us all at the fame time fending off a boat, which they told 
us was going to another part of the bay for aflifiance. 

There was forae appearance of generofity, as well as cou- 
- rage, in acquainting us with the time when they intended 
to make their attack, but they forfeited all credit which this 
piocured them, by coming fecretly upon us' in the night, 
A when 
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when they certainly hoped to find us afleep : upon approach- . t;e 9 . 
ing the fiiip'they found themfelvcs miltaken, and therefore , Wll * m . bf ^ 
retired without fpcaking a word, fuppofing that they were F ' H,yl 
aoo early ; after fomc time they came a fecond time, and 
being again difappointed, they retired as filcntly as before. 

In the morning, at day-break, they prepared to efietfi: by sundry, 
force what they had in vain attempted by flealth and artifice: 
no lefs titan twelve canoes came againft us, with about a 
hundred and fifty men, all armed with pikes, lances, and 
flones. As they could do nothing till they came very near 
■the fltip, Tupia was ordered to eipoftulate with them, and if 
poffible divert them from their purpofe: during the conver- 
fation they appeared to be fometimes friendly and fometimes 
-otherwife i at length, however, they began to trade, and we 
offered to purchafe their weapons, which fomc of them con- 
fented to fell: they fold two very fairly, but having received 
•what had been agreed upon foe the purchafe of a third, they 
refufed to fend it up, but offered it for a fecond price j a 
fecond was fent down, but the weapon was Sill detained, 
and a demand made of a third j this being refufed with 
fome exprdlions of difplcafure and refentment, the offender, 
with many Iudicious tokens of contempt and defiance, pad- 
died his canoe off a few yards from the fiiip. As 1 intended 
to continue in this place five or fix days, in older to make an 
obfervation of the tranfit of Mercury, it was abfolutcly ne- 
edier)’, in order to prevent future mifehief, to iliew thefe 
people that we were not to be treated ill with impunity j fomc 
fmall ihot wete therefore fired at the thief, and a mulket 
ball through the bottom of his boat: upon this it was pad- 
dled to about a hundred yards difiancc, and to our great fur- 
prize the people in the other canoes took not the lead notice 
of their w’ounded companion, though he bled very inticli^ 
but returned to the fiiip, and continued to trade with the 
Uu s ‘ mod 
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1769* moft perfect indifference and unconcern. They fold ns- 
many more of their "weapons without making any other 
Saturday attCEQ p t to defraud us, for a confidcrable time; at Iaft, how- 
ever, one of them thought fir to paddle away with two dif- 
feient pieces of cloth which had been given for the fame 
Weapon: when he had got about an hundred yards diftanct, 
and thought himfelf fccure of his prize, a muiket was fired 
after him, which foitunately flruck the boat juft at the wa- 
ter’s edge, and made two holes in her fide; this only incited 
them to ply their paddles with greater activity, and the reft, 
of the canoes alfo made off with the utmoft expedition. As 
the laft pi oof of our fuperioriry therefore, we fired a round 
fhot over them, and not a boat dopped till they got on fhore. 

About ten o’clock, X went with two boats to found the 
bay, and look out for a more convenient anchoring-place, 
the Maftcr being in one boat and myfelf in the other. We 
pulled fiiJd over to the north fhore, from which fome canoes' 
came out to meet us; as we advanced, however, they re- 
tired, inviting us to follow them: but, feeing them all 
armed, I did not think it proper to comply, but went towards 
the head of the bay, where I obferved a village upon a very 
high point, fortified in the manner that has been already 
deferibed, and having fixed upon an anchoring-place not far 
from where the fhip lay, 1 returned on board. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon, I weighed, run in nearer 
to the fhore, and anchored in four fathom and an half 
water, with a Toft fandy bottom, the fouth point of the bay 
bearing E. diflant one mile, and a river which the boats can 
enter at low water S. S. E diftant a mile and an half. 

EaWiy 5. In the morning, the natives came off again to the fhip, 
and we had the fatisfa&ion to obferve that their behaviour 
was very different from what it had been yefierday: among 
4 them 
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tTicm was an old man, whom we had before remarked for 
his prudence and honed)-: his name was Toiava, and lie 
feemed to be a perfon of a fuperior rank ; in the tranfafiions 
of ycilcnlay morning he had behaved with great propriety 
and good fenfe, lyingin a final! canoe, always near the fliip, 
and treating thofc on board as if he neither intended a fraud 
nor fufpcificd an injury: with dome perfuafion this man and. 
another came on hoard, and ventured into the cabin, where 
X prefented each of them with a piece of Englifli cloth and 
dome fpike nails. They told us that the Indians were now 
very much afraid of tts, and on our part we promifed ftiend- 
fliip if they would behave peaceably, defiling only to pur- 
chafe what they had to fell upon their own terms. 

After the natives had left us, I went with the pinnace and 
long-boat into the river with a defign to haul the feine, and. 
fent the Mailer in the yawl to found the hay and dredge for 
fifh. The Indians who were on one fide of the river, exp ref- 
fed their friendfliip by all the figns they could devife, beck- 
oning us to land among them ; but we chofc to go afiiorc on- 
the other fide, as the fituation was more convenient for 
hauling the feine and iliooting birtls, of which we faw great- 
numbers of various kinds: the Indians with muclt pcrfiia- 
fton, about noon, ventured over to us. With the feine we 
had very little fucccfs, catching only a few mullets, neither 
did we get any thing by the trawl or the dredge, except a 
few fliclls ; but .we fhot lcvcraf bird's, molf oftliem TClem- 
bling fca-pics, except that they had black plumage, and. 
red hills and feet. While we were abfent with our guns, the 
people who ilaid by the boats faw two of the Indians quarrel, 
and fight: they began the battle with their lances, butfome 
old men interpofed and took them away, leaving them to 
decide the difference, like Englilhmcn, with their lifts: they 
boxed with great vigour and obftinacy for fornc time, but by 

degrees 
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1769. degrees all letired behind a little hill, fo that our people 

< — > could not fee the event or the combat. 

Monday 6 . j n t ] lc morning the long-boat was fent again to traul in the 
bay, and an officer, with the marines, and a party of men, 
to cut wood and haul tliefeine. The Indians onihorc ap- 
peared very peaceable and fubmiffive, and \vc had leafdn to 
believe that their habitations were at a confidcrablc diftance, 
for we faw no houfes, and found that they flept under the 
bullies : the bay is probably a place to which they frequently 
refoit in parties to gather Ihell-fifh, of which it affords in- 
credible plenty, for wherever we went, whether upon the 
hills or in the vallics, the woods or the plains, we faw vaft 
heaps of Ihells, often many waggon loads together, fome 
appearing to be very old, and others recent. We faw no 
cultivation in this place, which had a idefolate and barren 
appearance, the tops of the hills wcie green, but nothing 
grew there except a large kind of fcrn % the roots of which 
the natives had got together in large quantities, in Older to 
carry away with them. In the evening Mr. Banks walked 
up the river, which at the mouth looked fine and broad, but 
at the diflance of about two miles was not deep enough to 
cover the foot ; and the country inland was flill more barren 
than at the fea-fide. The feine and dredge were not more 
fuccefsful to-day than yeflerday, but the Indians in fomc 
-meafurc compcnfated for the difappointment by bringing us 
ieveral bafkets of fifh, fome dry, and fome frefh dreffed; it 
was not indeed of the belt, but I ordered it all to be bought 
for the encouragement of trade. 

Tceflay 7. On the 7th, the weather was fo bad that none of us left the 
fhip, nor did any of the Indians come on board. 

On the 8th, I fent a party of men on fliore to wood and 
water •> and in the mean, time many canoes came off, in one 
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of which was our friend Toiava : foon after he was alongfide 176,. 

of the /hip, he faw two canoes comingfrom the oppofite fide 
of the bay, upon which he haded back again to the fhore We,, " er ' 
with all his canoes, telling us that he was afraid of the peo- 
ple who were coming: this was a farther proof that the 
people of this country were perpetually committing hodili- 
ties againd each other. In a fliort time, however, he re- 
turned, having difeovered that the people who had alarmed 
him were not the fame that he had fuppofed. The natives 
that came to the Ihip this morning /old us, for a few pieces 
of doth, as much fi/h of the mackrcl kind as ferved the 
whole /hip’s company, and they were as good as ever were 
eaten. At noon, this day, I obferved the fun's meridional- 
zenith didance by an adronomical quadrant, which gave the 
latitude 36“ 47' 43" within the fouth entrance of the bay. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went on ihore and colleftedtu 
great variety of plants, altogether unknown, and not return- 
ing till the evening, had an opportunity of obfervingin what' 
manner the Indians chfpofcd themfelves to pafs the night. 

They had no dicker hut a few Ihrubs : the women and the 
children were ranged innermod, or farthed from the fea ; 
the men lay in a kind of half circle round them, and their 
arms were fet up againd the trees clofe by them, in a man- 
ner which flowed that they were afraid of an attack by fome 
enemy not far didant. It was alfo difeovered that they ac- 
knowledged neither Tcratu, nor any other perfon as their 
king : as in this particular they differed from all the people 
that we had feen upon other parts of the coad, we thought 
it poffible that they might be a fet of outlaws, in a date of 
rebellion againd Teratu, and in that cafe they might have 
no fettled habitations, or cultivated land in any part of the 
country. 


On 
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degrees all mired it, a great number of canoes came 
could not fee the „-^-!i ntackrel of two forts, one cxaftly the 

_ , ‘ „<4ir in England, and the other fomewhat 

In the mornir .-JSS" 1 ° 

r—iiied the people had taken a large lhoal, 

ay, ant an r ^ yplus which they could not confume: 
to cut wood “ ‘ 

•* ,[ a \ ery low rate. They were, however, 

peare vet us . at eight o'clock, the Ihip had more filh 

for w 1 all her people could eat in three days ; and 

buflic- quantity was fo much increafed, thatevery 

refo ' ' v^-Tcldget fak, cured as many as would tail him a 
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1 ^ CT-Iybreakfaft, I went afliore, with Mr. Green and 

s^jifuments, to obferve the tranfit of Mercury, Mr. 

D r . Solander being of the party; the weather had 
lime been very thick, with much rain, but this 
fo fhvouiable that not a cloud intervened during 
whole tranfit. The oblervation of the ingrefs was made 
v v .Mr. Green alone, while I was employed in taking the 
altitude to afeertain the time. It came on at 7' ao' 58” 
-nparent time : according to Mr. Green’s obfervation, the m- 
tcrnal contact was at iz* 8' 58', the external at 11" j' 55"P.M. 
TUid according to mine, the in'' 1 was at is* 8’ 54', 
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Of them haung on boaid forty-feven, all armed with pikes, 
darts, and floncs, and apparently with a hofhlc intention* 
they appeared to be Grangers, and to be rather confcious of 
fuperionty over us by their numbers, than afraid of any 
weapons which could give us the fnperionty over them no 
track however was made } probably bccaufc they learnt 
ogfc/h" people in the other canoes, with whom they unme- 
tered into conference, what kind of an enemy they 
t with : after a little time, they began to trade, 
i offering then arms, and one of them a fquare 
, which makes a part of their drefs, called a 
1 of the weapons were purcliafed, and Mr. 
reed for a Haahow, fent down the price, 
~c of Britiih cloth, and c\pc&cd his pur- 
lan, ns foon as he had got Mr. Gore's doth 
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t?6g On the yth, at Say-break, a great number of canoes came 
Novembtf. on loaded with mackrcl of two forts, one exadlly tlie 

ihajfiiyj. fame WIt i, t i lo( - e caught in England, and the other fomewhat 
different: we imagined the people had taken a large (hoal, 
and broughtus an overplus which they could not confume; 
for they fold them at a very low late. They were, however, 
very welcome to us ; at eight o’clock, the fhip had more fifli 
on board than all her people could cat in three days ; and 
before night, the quantity was fomuch increafed, that every 
man who could get fait, cuted as many as would laft him a 
mo n tit. 

After an early breakfaft, T went afliore, with Mr. Green and 
proper inllrumcnts, to obferve the traniit of Mercury, Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solander being of the party; the weather had 
for fotnc time been very thick, with much rain, but this 
day was fo favouiable that not a cloud intervened during 
the whole tranfit. The obfetvation of the ingrefs was made 
by Mr. Green alone, while I was employed in taking the 
fun’s altitude to afeertain the time. It came on at 7' ao’ 58" 
apparent time : according to Mr. Green’s obfervation, the in- 
ternal contact was at 12 ' 8’ 58", the external at ta v y’ 55" P. M. 
And according to mine, the internal contnfl was at 12’ 8’ 54', 
and the external ta‘ y 48 '; the latitude of the place of ob- 
fervation was 30" 48' jp'. The latitude obferved at noon was 
36° 48' . The mean of this and } ederday’s obfervation 

gives 36” 48' jJ.'S. the latitude of the place of obfervation^ 
the variation of the compafs was 11' j'E. 

About noon, we were alarmed I>y the firing of a great gun 
from the Ihip ; Mr. Gore, my Second Lieutenant, was at this 
time commanding officer on board, and the account that he 
gave was this. Whde fomc fmall canoes were trading with 
•the people, two very large ones came up, full of men, one 

of 
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of them having on boaid fortv-feven, all armed with pikes, *769. 
darts, and Rones, and apparently with a hoftile intention : . NoYembir -, ' 
they appeared to be flrangers, and to be rather confcious of Thurf ‘ i3) ’ 9 - 
fuperiority over us by their numbers, than afraid of any 
weapons which could give us the fuperiority over them- no 
attack however was made ; probably becaufe they learnt 
from the people in the other canoes, with whom they imme- 
diately entered into conference, what kind, of an enemy they 
had to deal with : after a little time, they began to trade, 
fome of them offering their arms, and one of them a fquarc 
piece of cloth, which makes a part of their diefs, called a 
Haahow j feveral of the weapons were purchafed, and Mr. 

Gore having agreed for a Haahow, fent down the price, 
which was a piece of Britifh cloth, and expected his pur- 
cliafe : but the Indian, as foon as lie had got Mr. Gore's cloth 
in his poffeffion, refufed to part with his own, and put off 
the canoe : upon being threatened for this fraud, he and his 
companions began to fing their war fong in defiance, and 
fiiook their paddles : Rill however they began no attack, only 
defying Mr. Gore to take any remedy in his power, which 
fo provoked him that lie levelled a mufquet loaded with ball 
at the offender, while lie was holding the cloth in his hand, 
and fhothim dead. It would have been happy, if the effeft 
of a few fmall fhot had been tried upon this occafion, which 
upon fome others had been fuccefsful. 

When the Indian dropped, all the canoes put off to fome 
diftance ; but as they did not go away, it was thought they 
might Rill meditate an attack. To fccure therefore a fafe 
paffage for the boat, which it was ncceflary to fend on Ihoic, 
a round ihot was fired over their heads, which effcdlually 
anfwcred the puipofe, and put them all to Right. When an 
account of what had happened was brought afliore, our In- 
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1769 dians were alarmed, and drawing all together, retreated in a 
jwmtw. b0(i}r _ Aftera£horttime,however,theyreturried,havingheard 
Thursday 9. a more particular account of the affair; and intimated that 
they thought the man who had been killed deferved his fate. 

A little before funfet the Indians retired to cat their fupper, 
and we went with them to be fpe&ators of the repaft ; it 
confided of fifh of different kinds, among which weie lob- 
fters, and fome birds, of a fpecies unknown to us: thefe were 
either roaded or baked ; to roaft them, they fadened them 
upon a fmall flick, which was fluck up in the ground, in- 
clining towards their fire ; and to bake them, they put them 
into a hole in the ground with hot ftones, in the fame man- 
ner as the people of Otaheite. 

Among the natives that were affembled upon this occafion, 
we faw a woman, who, after their manner, was mourning 
for the death of her relation : fhe fat upon the ground near 
the reft, who, one only excepted, feemed not at all to regard 
her: the tears conflantly trickled down her cheeks, and /lie 
repeated in a low, but very mournful voice, words, which 
even Tupia did not at all underfland : at the end of every 
fentence fhe cut her arms, her face, or her bread with a fhell 
that fhe held in her hand, fo that fhe was almoft covered 
with blood, and was indeed one of the mod; affefting fpec- 
tacles that can be conceived. The cuts, however, did not 
appear to he fh deep as ate foro.cum.es made upon ffuwlac oc- 
cafion s, if we may judge by the fcais which we faw upon 
the arms, thighs, breads, and cheeks of many of them, 
which we were told were the remains of wounds which 
they had inflidled upon themfelves as teflimonies of their 
affection and forrow. 

Pujiy is. The next day, I went with two boats, accompanied by Mr. 

"Banks and the other Gentlemen, to examine a large river 

that 
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tliat empties itfelf into the head of the bay. We rowed ^bout 1769. 
four or five miles up, and could have gone much farther if , Nownbt '- 
die weather had been favourable. It was lieie wider than at * nist * ,0 ‘ 
the mouth, and divided into many fircams by fmall fiat 
iflands, which arc covered with mangroves, and ovetfiowed 
at higli water. From tliefe trees exudes a vifeous fubftance 
which very mucli refembles refin : we found it firft in fmall 
lumps upon the fca beach, and now faw it Ricking to the 
trees, by which we knew whence it came. We landed on 
the call fide of the river, where we faw a tree upoft which fie- 
veral Jhags had built their nefls, and here therefore we de- 
termined to dine 5 twenty of the fhags were foon killed, and 
being broiled upon the fpot, afforded us an excellent meal. 

We then went upon the hills from whence I thought I faw 
the head of the river. The fhore on each fide, as well as the 
iflands in the middle, were covered’ with mangroves ; and 
the fand-banks abounded in cockles and clams : in many 
places there were rock oyflers, and every where plenty of 
wild fowl, principally {hags, ducks, curlicus, and the fea- 
pie, that has been deferibed before. We alfo faw fifli in the 
river, but of what kind we could not difeover : the country 
on the eaft fide of this river is for the mofl part barren, and 
deftitute of wood ; but on the well it has a better afpeff, and 
In fome places is adorned with trees, but has in no part the 
appearance of cultivation. In the entrance of the river, and 
for two or three miles up, there is good anchoring in four 
and five fathom water, and places very convenient for lay- 
ing a veffel on Ihore, where the tide rifes and falls feven feet 
at the full and change of the moon. We could not deter- 
mine, whether any confiderable ftream of frefh water came 
into this river out of the country ; but we faW a number of 
fmall rivulets iffue from the adjacent hills. Near the mouth 
of this river, on the cafl fide, we found a little Indian village, 
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confuting of fraall temporary (beds, where we landed, and 1 
were received by the people with the vumofl kindnefs and 
Uofpitality : they treated us with a flat fliclhfifli of a moll de- 
licious tafle, fomewhat like a cockle, which v/c eat hoc from 
the coals. Near this place is a high point or peninfula, pro- 
jecting into the river, and upon it arc the remains of a fort, 
which they call Cppab or Ueppab. The befl engineer in Eu- 
rope could not have chofcn a fituation better adapted, to en- 
able a (mail number to defend thcmfclves againft a greater. 
The fleepnefs of the cliffs renders it wholly inaccefliblc fronit 
the water which inclofes it on three fldcs ; and, to the land, 
it is fortified by a ditch, and a bank raffed on the infidc- 
from the top of the bank to the bottom of the ditch,, is two 
and twenty feet; the ditch on the outfidc i$ fourteen feet 
deep, and its breadth is in pioportiom The whole feemed 
to have been executed with great judgment ; and there had 
been a row of pickets or palJifadoes, both on the top of the 
bank and along the brink of the ditch on the outfidc. ; thofc 
on the outfidc hath been driven very deep into the ground, 
and were inclined towards- the ditch, fo as to piojcCl over it; 
but of thefc the thickcfl pofls only were left, and upon them 
there were evident marks of fire, fo tharthc place had pro- 
bably been taken and deflroyed by an enemy. If any oc- 
cafion fhould make itneceflary for a fhip to winter here, or 
flay any time, tents might be built in this place, which is 
fufficicntly fpacious, with great convenience, and might cah’ly 
be made impregnable to the whole country. 

On the eleventh, there was fo much wind and rain that # 
no canoe came ofl’j but the long-boat was fent to fetch oyf- 
ters from one of the beds which had bccndifcovcrcd the day 
before . the boat foon returned, deeply laden, and the oyflers, 
which were as good as ever came from Colcheflcr, and about 
the fame fizc, were laid down under the booms, and the 
6 . fiiip’s 
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ffiip’s company did nothing but eat them from the time they ' 7 6 9 

came on board till night, when, as may rcafonably be fup- * 

pofed, great part of them were expended , this, however, S3turdafu 
gave ns no concern, as we knew that not the boat only, but 
the fhip, might have been loaded, almoft in one tide, as the 
beds are dry at half ebb. 

Iti the morning of Sunday the 12th, two canoes came off Sunday 12 
full of people whom we had never feen before, but who ap- 
peared to have heard of us by the caution which they ufed 
m approaching us. As we invited them to come alongfide 
with all the tokens of fnendfhip that we could fhew, they 
ventured up, and two of them came on board,*- the reft 
traded very fairly for what they had a fmall canoe alfo 
came -from the other fide of the bay, and fold us fome very 
large fifli, which they gave us to underftand they would 
hat c brought yefterday, having caught them the day before, f 
but that the wind was fo high they could not venture 
to fea 

Aftci'breakfaft, I went with the pinnace and ) awl, accom- 
panied by Mr Banks and Dr Solander, over to the north fide 
of the bay, to take anew of the country, and two fortified 
villages which we had difco\ered at a diftance We landed 1 
near the fmalleft of them, the fituation of which was the 
raoft beautifully romantic that can be imagined, it was built 
upon a fmall rock, detached from the main, and furrounded f 
at high water The whole body of this rock was perforated 
by an hollow 01 arch, w hich poffefied much the largcfl part 
of it , the top of the arch was above fixty feet perpendicular 
above the fea, which at high water flow ed through the bot- 
tom of it the whole fummit of the rock above the aich was 
fenced round after their manner, but the area was not large 
enough to contain more than five or fixhoufes it was accef- 

fible 
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fible only by one very narrow and fteep path, by which the 
inhabitants, at our approach, came down, and invited us into 
the place; but we refufed, intending to vifit a much more 
confiderable fort of the fame kind at about a mile’s diflancc. 
We made fomc prerents however to the women, and in the 
mean time wc faw the inhabitants of the town which we 
were going to, coming towards us in a body, men, women, 
and children, to the number of about one hundred : when 
they came near enough to be heard, they waved their hands 
and called out Eoromai ; after which they fat down among the 
bullies near the beach : ctaefe ceremonies we were told were 
certain figns of their friendly difpofition. We advanced to 
the place where they were fitting, and when wc. came up, 
made them a few prefents, and afked leave to vifit their 
Heppah; they confented with joy in their countenances, and 
immediately led the way. It is called Wharretouwa, and 
is fituated upon a high promontory or point, which projefts 
into the fca, on the north fide, and near the head of the bay: 
two fidcs of it are wafhed by the fea, and thefc arc altogether 
inacceflible ; two other fides are to the land: up one of them, 
which is very ftcep, lies the avenue from the beach ; the 
other is flat and open to the country upon the hill, which is 
a narrow ridge : the whole is inclofed by a pallifade about 
ten feet high, confiding of ftrong pales bound together with 
withes. The weak fide next the land is alfo defended by a 
double ditch, the innermoft of which has a bank and an ad- 
ditional pallifade j the inner pallifades aie upon the bank 
next the town, but at fuch a diftance from the top of the 
bank as to leave room for men to walk and ufe their arms, 
between them and the inner ditch : the outermofl pallifades 
aTe between the two ditches, and driven obliquely into 
the ground, fo that their upper ends incline over the in- 
ner ditch: the depth of this ditch, from the bottom to 

the 
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the top or crown of the bank, is four and twenty feet* 
Clofe within the innermod pallifade is a dage, twenty 
feet high, forty feet long, and fix broad ; it is fupported 
by ilrong polls, and is intended as a ftation for thofe who 
defend the place, from which they may annoy the af- 
failants by darts and Hones, heaps of which lay ready for 
ufe. Another llage of the fame kind commands the llecp 
avenue from the beach, and (lands alfo within the pallifade; 
on this fide of the hill there are fome little outworks and 
huts, not intended as advanced pods, but as the habitations 
of people who for want of room could not be accommodated 
within the works, but who were, notwithftanding, defirous 
of placing themfelvcs under thetr protection. The pallifades, 
as has been obferved already, run round the whole brow of 
the hill, as well towards the fca as towards the land; but 
the ground within having originally been a mount, they 
have reduced it not to one level, but to fcvcral, riling in 
Rages one above the other, like an amphitheatre, each of 
which is inclofed within its feparate pallifade ; they com- 
municate with each other by narrow lanes, which might 
ealily be (lopped up, fo that if an enemy lhould force the 
outward pallifade, he would have others to carry before the 
place could be wholly reduced, fuppoiing thefc places to be 
obllmately defended one after the other. The only entrance 
is by a narrow palfage, about twelve feet long, communi- 
cating with the deep afeentfrom the beach: it pafles under 
one of the fighting dages, and though we faw nothing like 
a door or gateway, it may be ealily barricaded in a manner 
that will make the forcing it a very dangerous and didiculc 
undertaking. Upon the whole, this mud be conlidcred as a 
place of great drength, in which a fmall number of rcfolute 
men may defend thcmfclves againd all tile force which a 
people with no other arms than thofe that are in ufe here 
a could 
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176^. could bring againft it. It fecmed to be well furniflied for a 
Nsvtm er^ ficgc with every thing but waters we faw great quantities 
Sunday ”* of fern root, which they eat as bread, and dried Hill piled up 
in heaps \ but wc could not perceive that they had any frcfii 
water nearer than a brook, which runs clofe under the foot 
of the hill : whether they have any means of getting it from 
this place during a fiege, or whether they have any method 
of ftoring it within the works in gourds or other vefiels, we 
could not learn; fome refourcc they certainly have with 
refpeft to this article, an indifpenfable neceflary of life, for 
otherwife the laying up diy provifions could anfwcr no pur- 
pofe. Upon our exprefling a defire to fee their method of 
attack and defence, one of the young men mounted a fight- 
ing ftage, which they call Porava, and another went into the 
ditch s both he that was to defend the place, and he that was 
# to aflault it, fung the war-fong, and danced with the fame 
frightful gcfticulations that wchad feen ufed in more ferious 
.circuraftanccs, to work thcmfelves up into a degree of that 
mechanical fury, which, among all uncivilized nations, is 
the neceflary prelude to a battle; for difpaflionatc courage, 
a ftrength of mind that can furmount the fenfe of danger, 
without a flow of animal fphits by which it is extinguilhed, 
leems to be the prerogative of thofc who 'have proje&s of 
. more lafting importance, and a keener fenfe of honour and 
difgrace, than can be formed or felt by men who have few 
pains or pleafures befidcs thofe of mere animal life, and 
fcarcely any purpofe but to provide for the day that is palling 
over them, to obtain plunder, or revenge an infulr: they 
will march againft each other indeed in cool blood, though 
they find it neceflary to work themfclves into paflion before 
they engage ; as among us thcie have been many infiances 
of people who have delibciately made themfelvcs drunk, 
that they might execute a projett which they formed when 

they 
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they were fober, but which, while they continued Co, they '769 
did not dare to undertake. NWntr. 

On the fide of the hill, near this inclofure, we faw about 1 ' 
half an acre planted with gourds and fweer potatoes, which v. as 
ilic only atltivation in the bay: under the foot of the point 
upon which this fortification Hands, arc two rocks, one juft 
broken oft* from the main, and the other not perfectly de- 
tached from it : they arc both fmall, and feem more proper 
for the habitations of birds than men ; yet there arc lioufcs 
and places of defence upon each of them. And we faw 
many other works of the fame kind upon fmall iflands, 
rocks, and ridges of hills, on different parts of the coaft, bc- 
fidcs many fortified towns, which appeared to be much fupc- 
rior to this. 

The perpetual Iioftility in which thefc poor favages, who 
have made every village a fort, mud ncccffarily live, will 
account for there being fo little of their land in a date of 
cultivation ; and, as mifehiefs very often reciprocally pro- 
duce each other, it may perhaps appear, that there being fo 
little land in a (late of cultivation, will account for their lit ing 
in perpetual Iioftility. But it is very ftrangc, that the fame 
invention and diligence which have been ufccl in the con- 
ilruftion of places fo admirably adapted to defence, almoft 
without tools, fhould not, when ui ged by the fame ncccftity, 
have fnmiShed them with a fingle miffile weapon creep-, tire 
Jancc, which is thrown by hand : they have no contrivance 
like a bow to difcliargc a dart, nor any thing like a fiing to 
afiift them in throwing a ftonc; which is the more furprtf- 
ing, as the invention of flings, and bows and arrows, is much 
more obvious than of the works which tlicfe people con- 
ftruft, and both thefc weapons arc found amongrnuch ruder 
nations, and in almoft every- other part of the world. Bcfidcs 
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the long lance and Fatoo-Patoo, -which have been mentioned 
already, they have a ftafT about five feet long, fometimes 
pointed, like a Serjeant's halberd, fometimes only tapering 
to a point at one end, and having the other end broad, and 
fhaped fomewhat like the blade of an oar. They have alfo 
another weapon, about a foot Ihorter than thefe, pointed at 
one end, and at the other fhaped like an axe. The points 
of their long lances are barbed, and they handle them with 
fuch ftrength and agility, that we can match them with no 
weapon but a loaded mufquet. 

After taking a flight view of the country, and loading 
both the boats with celery, which we found in great plenty 
near the beach, we returned from our excurfion, and about 
five o’clock in the evening got on board the fliip. 

On the 15th, I failed out of the bay, andat the fame time 
had feveral canoes on board, jn one of which was our friend 
Toiava, who faid, that as foon as we were gone he mud re- 
pair to his Heppah or fort, becaufe the fi lends of the man 
who had been fhot by Mr. Gore on the gth, had threatened 
to revenge lus death upon him, whom they had reproached 
as being our friend. OfF the north point of the bay, I faw 
a great number of iflands, of various extent, which lay feat- 
tered to the north weft, in a dire&ion parallel wuh the main 
as far as I could fee. I fleered north eaft for the north eaft- 
crmolt of thele iflands ; but the wind coming to the, north 
weft, I was obliged to ftand out to fea. 

To the bay which we had now left I gave the name of 
Mercury Bay, on account of the obfervation which we had 
made theie of the tranfit of that planet ovei the fort. It lies 
m latitude 36° 47' S. ; and in the longitude of 184° 4'W. . 
there are feveral iflands lying both to the fouthward and 
northward of it, and a fmall ifland of rock in the middle of 

the 
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the entrance: within this ifland the depth of water no where 1769. 

exceeds nine fathom : the bed: anchoring is in a fandy bay, . N '° vt °‘ bc, l 
which lies juft within the fouth head, in five and four fa- WtJ " r ' ‘ ! ‘ 
'thorn, bringing a high tower or rock, which lies without the 
head, in one with the head, or juft fhut in behind it. This 
place is vety convenient both for wooding and watering, and 
in the river there is an immenfc quantity of oyftcrs and 
•other fhell-filh: I have for this reafon given it the name of 
Oyster River. But for a ihip that wants to flay here any 
i time, the beft and fafeft place is in the river at the head o'f 
•the bay i which, from the number of mangrove trees about 
it, I have called Mangrove Riser. To fail into this river, 
the fouth Ihore mud be kept all the way on board. The 
country on the eaft fide of the river and bay is very barren, 
its only produce being fern, and a few other plants that 
will grow in a poor foil. The land on the north weft fide 
is covered with wood, and the foil being much more fertile, 
would doubtlefs produce all the neccflaries of life with pro. 
per cultivation: it is not however fo fertile as the lands 
that we have feen to the fouthward ; nor do the inhabitants, 
though numerous, make fo good an appearance i they have 
no plantations ; their canoes are mean, and without orna- 
ment; they fleep in the open air; and fay, that Tcratu, 
whofe fovereignty they do not acknowledge, if he was to 
come among them, would kill them. This favoured our 
opinion of their being outlaws ; yet they told us, that they 
had Heppahs or ftrong holds, to which they retired in time 
of imminent danger. 

We found, thrown upon the fhorc, in fcventl parts of this 
bay, great quantities of iron-fand, which is brought down 
by every little rivulet of frefh water that finds its way from 
the country ; which is a demonftration that there is ore of 
yy s that 
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that metal not far inland : yet neither the inhabitants of this 
place, or any other part of the coaft that we have feen, know 
the ufe of iron, or fet the leaft value upon it ; all of them 
preferring the moftworthlefs and ufelefs trifle, not only to a 
nail, but to any tool of that metal. 

Before we left the bay, we cut upon one of the trees near 
the watering-place the fliip’s name, and that of the Com- 
mander, with the date of the year and month when we 
were there j and, after difplaying the Englifli colours, I took 
a formal pofleflion of it in the name of his Britannic Majefty * 
King George the Third. 


ciiap. 
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C H‘ A' P. IV. 

The Range from Met cury Bay to the Bay of Ifands : An 
Expedition tip the River Thames : Some Account of the 
Indians who inhabit its Bank's, and the file Timber that 
grows there: Several Interviews with the Natives on 
different Parts of the Coaf, and a Skirmijh with them 
upon an If and. 

I Continued plying to windward two days to get under the 
land, and on the 18th, about feven in the morning, we 
were abreail of a very confpicuous promontory, being then 
in latitude 36° s6‘, and in the direiilion of N. 48 W. from the 
north head of Mercury Bay or Point Mercury, which was 
diflant nine leagues: upon this point flood many people, who 
feemed to take little notice of us, but talked together with 
great earneftnefs. In about half an hour, fcveral canoes put 
off from different places, and came towards the flnp , upon 
which the people on the point alfo launched a canoe, and 
about twenty of them came in her up with the others. When 
two of tliefe canoes, in which there might be about fixty 
men, came near enough to make themfelves heard, they 
fung their wai-fong ; but -feeing that we took little notice 
of it, they threw a few ftones at us, and then rowed off to- 
ward's the fliote. We hoped that we had now done with 
them, but in a Ihort time they letumed, as if with a fixed 
refolution to piovoke us into a battle, animating themfelves 
by their fong as they had done before. Tupia, without any 
2 directions 
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1-69 chicAions ffcwi us ’ %vem t0 the P 00 P> and bc S an to e>r P oflu - 
No/cmb-r j ic lo |d them, that we had weapons which .would de- 

Saturday >8- ftf-py them in a moment ; and that, if the_y ventured to at- 
tack us, we fiiould be obliged to ufe them. Upon tins, they 
flouriftied their weapons, and cried out, in their language, 
“ Come on fhore, and we will kill you all .** Well, faid Tu- 
pia,*but why fhould you molcft us while we aie at Tea 5 as 
we do not wifh to fight, we fhall not accept your challenge 
to come on fliore ; and here there is no pretence for a quar- 
rel, the fca being no more your property than the fliip. This 
eloquence of Tupia, though it greatly furprifed us, having 
given him no hints for the arguments he ufed, had no effedt 
upon our enemies, who very foon renewed their batteiy * a 
mufquet was then fired through one of their boats, and this 
was an argument of fufficient weight, for they immediately 
fell aftern and left us. 

From the point, of which we were now abroad, the land 
trends W. 4 S. near a league, and then S. S. E. as far as we 
could fee ; and, befidcs the ifland3 that lay without us, we 
could fee land round by the S W. as far as the N. W. j but 
whether this was the main or iflands, we could not then de- 
termine* the fear ofiofing the main, however, made me ic- 
folve to follow its diredtion. AVir’ ' view, 1 liaulr 1 
the point and fleered to the fout! " « - there bd ^ 

airs all round the compafs, we n< .lr progi 

About one o’clock, a breeze fprl 'l w hi 

wards came to N “*■ * ’ we fleer) ^ fhu*- 

and S.S.E. hav* twenty- fir , f~. 
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flrcighr, bay, or river, lying- S. byE. for on that point wer 1769. 
could fee no land. * , t Notembgr - 

At day-break, on the ipth, the wind being flill favourable, Sunday 
we weighed and flood with an eafy fail up the inlet, keeping 
neareft to the cafl fide. In a fhort time, two large canoes 
came ofF to us from the fltore; the people on board faid, that 
they knewToiava very well, and called Tupia by his name. 

I invited fome o£ them on board ; and as they knew they had 
nothing to fear from us, while they behaved honeflly and. 
peaceably, they immediately complied : I made each of them, 
fome prefents, and difmiffed them- much gratified. Other 
canoes afterwards came up to us from a different fide of the 
bay ; and the people on board of thefe alfo mentioned the 
name of Toiava, and fent a young man into the fhip, who* 
told us he was his grandfon, and he alfo was difmiffed wit In 
a prefents 

After having run about five leagues from the place where, 
we had anchored the night before, our depth of water gra- 
dually decrcafcd to fix fathom ; and not cliufing to go into* 
lefs, as it was tide of flood, and the wind blew right up the 
inlet, I came to an anchor about the middle of the channel,, 
which is near eleven miles over; after which I fent two* 
boats out to found, one oa one fide, and the other on the. 
other. , 

The boats not having found above three feet more water* 
than we were* now in, I determined to go no farther with 
the fliip, but to examine the head of the bay in the boats ; 
for, as it appeared to run a good way inland, I thought this ; 
a favourable opportunity to examine the interior parr of the 
country, and its produce. , 

At day-break, therefore, I fet out in die pinnace and long- Monday wi 
boat, accompanied' by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solandeiy and Tupia ^ 

and 
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1769. diic&ions from us, went to the poop, and began to expoflu- 
. Noi ' cc _ bef , hte: he told them, that we had weapons which .would de- 
saiorday is. them in a moment ; and that, if they ventured to at- 
tack us, we Ihould be obliged to ufe them. Upon this, they 
flout ifhed their weapons, and cried our, in their language, 
« Come on fhore, and we will kill you all:'” Well, faid Tu- 
( pia,* but why fhould you moled us while wc ate at fea? as 
we do not wifh to fight, we (hall not accept your challenge 
to come on fhore j and here there is no ptctcnce for a quar- 
rel, the fca being no more your property than the fliip. This 
eloquence of Tupia, though it greatly furprifed us, having 
given him no hints for the arguments lie ufed, had no efFe<5t 
upon our enemies, who vety foon renewed their battery : a 
xnufquet was then fired through one of their boats, and this 
was an argument of fuflicicnt weight, for they immediately 
fell aftern and left us. 

Prom the point, of which .wc were now abrcafl, the land 
.trends W. 4 S. near a league, and. then S. S. E. as far as we 
■could fee ; and, befidcs the iflands that lay without us, we 
•could fee land round by the S.W. as far as the N.W.j but 
whether this was the main or iflands, we could not then de- 
termine: the fear of iofing the main, however, made me rc- 
folve to follow its direction. AVith this view, 1 hauled round 
the point and fleered to thefoutlnvard, but there being light 
aiis all round the compafs, wc made but little progrefi. 

About one o’clock, a breeze fprung up at caft, which after- 
wards came to N.E. and we fleered along the fhore S. by E. 
and S.S.E. having from twenty-five to eighteen fathom- 
At about half an hour after feven in the evening, having 
run feven or eight leagues fince noon, I anchored in twenty- 
three fathom, not chufing to run any farther in the dark, as 
J had now land on both fidcs, forming the entrance of a 
5 flreight, 
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ffrcighr, bay, or river, lying- S. byE. for on that point tve 1769. 
could fee no land. Nmmbcn 

At day-break, on the 19th, the wind being dill favourable, sond«y ,5, 
we weighed and flood with an eafy fail up the inlet, keeping 
neareft to the cafl fide. In a fhort time, two large canoes 
came ofF to us from the ihore; the people on board faid, that 
they knetvToiava very well, and called Tupia by his name. 

I invited fome of them on board ; and as they knew they had 
nothing to fear from us, while they behaved honeflly and. 
peaceably, they immediately complied: I made each of them, 
fome prefents, and difmifled them much gratified. Other 
canoes afterwards came up to us from a different fide of the 
bay ; and the people on board of thefe alfo mentioned the 
name of Toiava, and font a young man into the /hip, who’ 
told us he was his grandfon, and he alfo was difmifled with: 
a prefenr. ' < 

After having run about five leagues from the place where 
we had anchored the night before, our depth of water gra- 
dually dccrcafcd to fix fathom ; and not cliuling to go into’ 

Icfs, as it was tide of flood, and the wind blew right up the 
inlet, I came to an anchor about tiie middle of the channel,, 
which is near eleven miles over; after which l fent two> 
boats out to found, one on one fide, aDd the other on the 
other- 1 j 

The boats not having found above three feet more water 
than we were’ now in, I determined to go no farther withu 
thc fhip, but to examine the head of the bay in the boats ; 
for, as rt appeared to run a good way inland, I thought this,- 
a favourable opportunity to examine the interior part of the 
country, and its produce. . 

At day-break, therefore, I fet out in the pinnace and'longr Monas? “A 
boat, accompanied 1 by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tv pin , 

anti 
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and we found the inlet end in a river, about nine miles abbvc 
the fhip : into this river we entered with the firfl of the 
flood, and within three miles found the water perfectly frefh. 
Before we had proceeded more than one .third of that dis- 
tance, we found an Indian -town, which was built upon a 
a fmall bank of dry fand, but intiiely furrounded by a deep 
mud, which poflibly the inhabitants might confzdcr as a de- 
fence. Thefe people, as foon as they faw us, thronged to 
the banks, and invited us on lliore. We accepted the invi- 
tation, and made them a vifit notwitliftanding the mud. They 
received us with open arms, -having heard of us from our 
good old friend Toiava ; but our flay could not be long;, as 
we had other objedls of curiofity in view. We proceeded up 
the river till near noon, when we were fourteen miles with- 
in its entrance ; .and then, finding the face of the countzy to 
continue nearly the -fame, without any alteration in -the 
courfe of the ftream,- which we had no hope of .tracing to 
its fourcc, we landed on the weft fide, to take a view of r the 
lofty trees which ever}' where adorned its banks. They were 
of a kind that we had feen before, tliough'only at a diftancc, 
both in Poverty Bay and Hawke’s Bay. Ufcfore we had walked 
an hundred yards into the wood, we met with one of them 
which was nineteen feet eight "incites in the girt, at the 
height of fix feet above .the ground: having a quadrant with 
me, I meafured its height from the root to the firft branch, 
and found it to be -eighty-nine feet: it was as ftrait as an ar 7 
row, and tapered but very little in proportion to its height-, 
1b that I judged there were three hundred and fifty-fix feet 
of folid timber in if, exdufive of the branches. As we ad- 
vanced, we faw many others that were ftill larger? we cut 
down a young one, and the wood proved heavy and folid, 
not fit for marts, but fuch as would make the fineft plank in 
tire world. Our carpenter, who was with us, faid that the 

timber 
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timber refemblcd digt of the pitch-pine, which is lightened 1769 
by tapping ; and poflibly fome fucli method might be found , l '°" ll,li;r _ , 
to lighten thefe, and they would then be fucli mails as no “• 
countryin Europe can produce. As the wood was fwampy, 
we could not range far; but we found many Rout trees of 
other kinds, all of them utterly unknown to us, fpecimens 
of which we btought away. 

The river at this height is as broad as the Thames at 
Greenwich, and the tide of flood as flrong ; it is not indeed 
quite fo deep, but has water enough for veffels of more than 
a middle fize, and a bottom of mud, fo foft that nothing 
could take damage by running afliore. 

About three o'clock, we reimbarked, in order to return 
with the firft of the ebb, and named the river the Thames, 
it having fome lefemblance to our own river of that name. 

In our return, the inhabitants of the village where we had 
been afhore, feeing us take another channel, came off to us 
in their canoes, and trafficked with us in the moil friendly 
manner, till they had difpofed of the few trifles they had. 

' The tide of ebb juft carried us out of the narrow part of the 
liver, into the channel that run up from the fea, before it 
Was dark ; and we pulled hard to reach the flup, but meet- 
ing the flood, and a ftrong breeze at N.N.W. with ihowers 
of rain, we wcie obliged to defift; and about midnight, we 
run under the land, and came to a grappling, where we 
took fucli reft as oui fituation would admit. At break of 
day, we fer fornaid again, and it was pad feven o’clock be- 
fore' we reached the (hip. We wcie all extremely tired, but 
thought ourfelves happy to be on boaid ; for before nine it 
blew fo In id that the boat could not have rowed ahead, and 
muft thcrcfoic eitlici hate gone aftiorc, or taken Richer 
under ir. 

Vol. H. 
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1769. About three o’clock, having the tide of ebb, we took tip 
hovember.^ anchor, made fail, and plied down the river till eight in 

1 ocfday n. evening, when we came to an anchor again : early in the 

Wedref. 22, morning we made fail with the firfl ebb, and kept plying 
till the flood obliged us once more to come to an anchor. As 
we had now only a light breeze, I went in the pinnace, ac- 
companied by Dr. Solander, to thp weftern Ihore ; but I faw 
nothing worthy of notice. , - 

When I left the Ihip, many canoes were about itj Mr. 
Banks theiefoic chofe to flay on board, and traffic with the 
natives : they bartered their clothes, and arms, chiefly for 
paper, and behaved with great friendlhip and honefty. But 
while fome of them were below with Mr. Banks, a young man 
who was upon the deck ftole a half minute glafs which was 
in the binacle, and was detc&ed juft as he was carrying it offi 
Mr. Hicks, who was commanding officer on board, took it 
into his head to punifh him, by giving him twelve lathes 
with a cat-o’nine-tails j and accordingly ordered him to be 
taken to the gang-way, and tied up to the fluouds. When 
the other Indians who were on boaid faw him feized, they 
attempted to refeue him ; and being refilled, called for their 
arms, which were handed up from the canoes, and the peo- 
ple of one of them attempted to come up the fhip’s fide* 
The tumult was heard by Mr. Banks, who, with Tupia, came 
liaftily upon the deck to fee what had happened. The In- 
dians immediately ran to Tupia, who, finding Mr. Hicks in- 
exoiable, could only allure them, that nothing was intended 
againft the life of their companion ; but that it was necef- 
fary he fliould fuffer fome ptrailhment for his offence, which 
being explained to them, they feemed to be fatisfied. The 
punifhment was then inflicted, and as foon as the criminal 
was unbound, an old man among the fpedlators, who was 

fuppofed 



fuppofed to be his father, gave him a hearty heating, and i?6->. 
fent him down into his canoe. All the canoes then dropped - 
a-ilern, and the people faid that they were afraid to come ”* 
any more near 'the ihip: after mucii perfuaiion, however, 
they ventured back again, but their cheerful confidence was 
’ at an end, and their flay was fhort; they promifed indeed, 
at their departure, to return witlt forac Gilt, but we faw no 
more of them. 

On the 23d, the wind being contrary, we kept plying THtiSa/ ij. 
down the liver, and at feven in the evening, got without the 
N. \V. point of the ifiands lying on the well fide of it. The 
■weather being bad, night coming on, and having land on 
every fide of us, I thought it moll advifablc to tack, and 
flretch in under the, point, where we anchored in nineteen 
fathom. At five in the morning, of the ;.ph, we weighed, st- 
and made fail to the N. W. under our. courfes and double 
reefed top-fails, the .wind being at S. W. by W. and W. S. W. 
a ftrong gale and fgually. As the gale would not permit us 
to come near the land, we had but a flight and diflant view 
of it from the time when we got under fail till noon, during 
a run of twelve leagues, but we never.once loll fight of it. 

At this time, our latitude, by obfervation, was 3G 0 if 20', 
we were not above two miles from a point of land on the 
main, and three leagues and an lialffrom a very high Aland, 
which bore N. E. by E. : in this flotation we had twenty-fix 
fathom water: the faulted point on the main that we could 
fee bore N. \V. but we could perceive fcveral fmall iflattds 
lying to the north of that direction. The point of land of 
which we were now a-breafl, and which I called Point 
Rodney, is the N.W. extremity of the river Thames; for 
under that name I comprehend the deep bay which termi- 
nates in the frefit water ftream, and the N. E. extremity is 
the promontory which we palled when we entered it, and 
Z z 2 which 
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17 ( 9 . which I called Cape Colvillf, in honour of the Right Ho- 
rs (Member. nouia kle Lord Colville. ^ 

Fxjday 24. Ca p e Colville lies in latitude 36° 26', longitude 194 0 27'; it 
rifes diredlly from the fea to a confiderable height, and is 
remarkable for a lofty rock, which ft and s to the pitch of the 
point, and may be diftinguiflied at a very great diftance. 
From the fouth point of this Cape the river runs in a direct 
line S. by E. and is no where lefs than three leagues broad 
for the diftance of fourteen leagues above the Cape* and 
there it is contracted to a narrow ftream, but continues the 
fame courfe through a low ftat country, or broad valley, 
which lies parallel with the fea coaft, and the end of which 
we could not fee. On the eaft’fide of the broad part of this 
river the land is tolerably high and hilly ; on the weft fide it 
is rather low, but the whole is covered with verdme and 
wood, and has the appearance of great fertility, though 
there were but a few fmail fpots which had been cultivated. 
At the entrance of the narrow part of the river the land is 
covered with mangroves and other fhrubs; but farther, 
there are immenfe woods of perhaps thefineft timber in the 
world, of which fome account has already been given : in 
ieveral places the wood extends to the very edge of the 
water, and where it is at a little diftance, the intermediate 
fpace is marfliy, like fon^e parts of the banks oPrhe Thames 
in England : it is probable that the river contains plenty of 
fiih, for wc faw poles fluck up in many places to fet nets for 
catching them, but of what kinds I do not know. The 
greateft depth of water that we found in this river Was fix and 
twenty fathom, which gradually decreafed to one fathom 
and an half? in the mouth of the frefh water ftream it is 
from four to three fathom, but there are large fiats and fand 
banks lying before it. 'A ftiip of moderate draught may, 
notwithftanding, go along way up this river with a flowing 

tide, 

1 



ROUND’ THE WORLD. 

- tide, for it rifcs perpendicularly near ten feet, and at the full 
and change of the moon, it is higlt -water about nine o’clock. 

Six leagues -within Cape Colville, under the caftcrn lliore, 
arefeveial fmall iflands, which, together with the main, feem 
to form good harbours j and oppofitc to thefe iflands, under 
the weflern fhorc. He other iflands, by which it is alfo pro- 
bable that good harbours may be formed: but if there are 
no harbours about this rivet, there is good anchoring in 
every part of it where the depth of water is fuflicient, for it 
is defended from the fca by a chain of iflands of different ex- 
tent, which lie crofs the mouth of it, and which I have, for 
that reafon,! called Barrier Islands: they ftrerch N. W. and 
S. E. ten leagues. The fouth end of the chain lies N. E. be- 
tween two and three leagues from Cape Colville ; and the 
north end licsN.E. four leagues and, an half from Point 
Rodney. Point Rodney lies W. N. W. nine leagues from Cape 
Colville, in latitude 36° 15' S. longitude 1B4. 0 53' W. 

The natives refiding about this river do not appear to be 
numerous, confldering the great extent of the country. But 
they arc a ftrong, well-made, and aftivc people, and all of 
them paint their bodies with red oker and. oil from head to 
foot, .which we had not feen before. Their canoes were 
large and well built, and adorned with carving, in as good 
a taflc as any that we had feen upon the coafl. 

We continued tofland along the fhore till night, with the 
main land on one fide, and iflands on the other, and then 
anchored in a bay, with fonrtccn fathom and a fandy bottom. 
We had no fooner come to an anchor, than we tried our 
lines and in a fhort time caught near one hundred fifli, 
which the people called Sea-bream ; they weighed from fix 
to eight pounds a piece, and confequcntly would Ripply the 
whole flop's company with food for two days. Prom the 
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J?6q fuccefs of oui lines here, we called the place Bream Bay: 
y emVl _, the two points that form it lie noitli and foutli, five leagues 
Fn Jiy 24 f lom cac h ether, it is every where of a good breadth, and 

between thice and four leagues deep: at the bottom of it 
there appears to be a river of frefh water. The north head 
of the bay, called Bream Head, is highland, and lemark- 
able foi feveral pointed rocks, which ftand in a lange upon 
the top of it it may alfo be known by fome fmall iflands 
which lie befoie it, called the Hen and Chickens, one of 
which is high, and terminates in two peaks. It lies m lati- 
tude 35° 46' S., and at the diftance of feventcen leagues and 
an half horn Cape Colville, jn the dire&ion of N. 41 "W. 

The -land between Point Rodney and Bream Head, an ex- 
tent of ten leagues, is low, and wooded in tufts, with white 
fand banks between the fea and the firm land. We faw no 
inhabitants, but many fires in the night; and where there 
aie fires, there aie always people. 

Saturday 2j, At day-bieak, on the 25th, we left the bay/ and (leered 
along (hore to the northward : we found the variation of 
the compafs to be 1 2 0 42' E. At noon, our latitude was 36° 
$ 6 ' S., Bream Head bore foufch, diftant ten miles ; and wc 
faw fome fmall iflands, to which I gave the name of the Poor 
Kmchts, at N. E. by N. diftant three leagues; the norther- 
moft land in fight bore N.N. \V« : we were in this place at the 
diftance of two miles from the fliote, and had ewenty-fix fa- 
thom water. 

The country appeared low, but well covered with wood 
we faw fome draggling houfes, three or four fortified towns, 
and near them a large quantity of cultivated land. 

In the evening, feven laige canoes came off' to us, with 
al out two bundled men • fome of them came on board, and 
fi d that they had heard of us. To two of them, who ap- 
peared 
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■ pearcd to be Chiefs, I gave prefents; but when thefc were 1-69. 

> S°ne out of the (hip, the others became exceedingly trouble- ■ Kc "°' itr . 
jfome. Some of tliofe in the canoes began to trade, and, ac- s ‘" , ' 4,) ’>■ 
cording to their cuftom, to cheat, by refufing to deliver 
. what had been bought, after they had received the price • 
among thefe was one who had received an old pair of black 
breeches, which, upon a few fmall (hot being fired at him, 
he threw into the fea. All the boats foon after paddled off to 
fomc dillance, and when they thought they were out of 
• reach, they began to defy us, by fmging their fong and 
brandifliing their weapons. We thought it advifable to in— 
.timidate.them, as well for their fakes as our own, and 
.therefore fired firft fomc fmall arms, and then round (hot 
over their heads; the lad put them in a terrible frighr, 
though they received no damage, except by over-heating 
tlicmfelves in paddling away, which they did with afionilh- 
ing expedition. ' 

In the night we had variable light airs; but towards the Sar.i, y ,?. 
morning a breeze fprung up at S. and afterwards at S. E. 
with which we proceeded (lowly to the northward, along 
the (hore. 

Between fix and feven o’clock two canoes came off, and 
told us that they had heard of yeflerday’s adventure, not- 
withfianding which the people came on board, and traded 
very quietly and honcllly for whatever they had : foon after 
two canoes came off from a more difiant part of the (liorc s 
thefc were of a much larger fizc, and full of people : when 
they came near, they called off the other canoes which were 
along fide of the (hip, and after a (liort conference tliey all 
came up together. The firangers appeared to be perfons of 
a fttperior rank ; their canoes were well carved with many 
ornaments, and they had with them a great variety of wca- 
8 pons: 
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pons : they had patoo-patoos both of ftonc and whalebone, 
upon which they appeared to fet a great value ; they had alfo . 
ribs of whale, of which we had before feen imitations in 
wood, carved and adorned with tufts of dog’s hair. Their 
complexions wefe browner than thofc of the people we had 
feen to the fouthward, and their bodies and faces were more 
marked with the black ftains which they call Amoco: they 
had a broad fpiral on each buttock ; and the thighs of many 
of them were almoft intircly black, fome narrow lines only 
being left untouched, fo that "at fit ft 'fight they appeared to 
wear ftnpcd, breeches. With rcfpcfk to the Amoco, every 
different tribe feemed to have a different cuftom, for all the 
men, in fome canoes, feemed to be almoft covered with it, 
and thofe in others had fcarcely a Haiti, except on the lips, 
which were black in all of them without a Angle exception. 
Thefc gentlemen, for a long time, xefufed to part with any 
of their weapons, whatever was offcicd for them? at laft, 
however, one of them produced a piece of talc, wrought 
into the fiiapc of an ax, and agreed to fell it for a piece of 
cloth : the cloth was handed over the fliip’s fide, but his ho- 
nour immediately put off his canoe with the ax. We had 
recourfe to our ufual expedient, and fired a mufket hall over 
the canoe, upon which it put back to the fhip, and the 
piece of doth was returned; all the boats then went afhore, 
without offering any further intcrcourfc. * 

At noon, the main land extended fiom S. by E. to N. W. 
by W. a lemarkable point of land bearing W. diftant four or 
five miles -, at three we palled it, and I gave it the name of 
CArt'BRrT, jn honoui of Sir Picrcy. The land of this Gape 
is confulcrably higher rhan any pait of the adjacent coaft at 
the point of it, is a high round hillock, and N. E. by N. at the 
diftance of about a mile, is a fmnll high ill and or rock, 
Which, like feveral that have aticady been deferibed, was 

perforated 
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perforated quite through, fo as to appear like the aichof a K ''" 6 5 ' 

bridge. This Cape, or at lead fome pait of it, is by the na- \ 

tives called Motugogogo, and it lies in latitude 35“ io'3o"S. s “ rda i ,=< ' - 
longitude 185” 25' W. On the weft fide of it is a large and 
pretty deep bay, lying in S W. by W. in which there appeared 
to be feveral fmall iflands: the point that forms the N. W. 
entrance, bes W. ■ N. at the diftance of three or four leagues 
from Cape Bret, and I diftinguiflied it by the name of Point 
Pococke. On the weft fide .'of -the bay we faw feveral vil- 
lages, both upon iflands and the main, and feveial very large 
canoes caine off to us, full of people, who made a better ap- 
pearance'than any we had feen.yct: they wem all flout and 
well-made; their, hair, ayhich'-was iblack, was tied up in a 
bunch on the crown of their lieads, and (luck with white 
feathers. In each of the canoes were two or three Chiefs, 
whole habits were of the beft fort of cloth, and coycrcd with 
dog’s fkin, fo as to make an agreeable appearance: moil of 
tliefe people were marked with the Amoco, like thofc who 
had been alongf.de of us before: their manner of trading 
was alfo equally fraudulent; and the officers ncglcdtmg 
either to puniflr or fright them, one of the midlh.pmen who 
had been defrauded m his bargain, had rccourfe, for re- 
venge, to an expedient which was equally ludicrous and 
fevere • he got a fifliing line, and when the man who had 
cheated him was clofe under the fhip’s fide m Ins canoe, lie 
heaved the lead with fo good an aim that the hook caug 
“ bvthebackf.de; he then pulled the line, and the man 
holding back, the hook broke in the fhank, and the beard 
was left flicking in the flefh. 

' During the courfe of this day, though * did not range 
JL fiv or eight leagues of the coaft, we had along- 
Cdeand on board the fliip between four and five bundled rf 
Vol.1I. 3 A 
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pons: they had patoo-patoos both of hone and whalebo 
upon which they appeared to fet a great value ; they hadia 
ribs of whale, of which we had before feen imitations 
wood, carved and adorned with tufts of dog’s hair. r TJ 
completions were browner than thofe of the people we 
feen to the fouthward, and their bodies and feces we/ 
marked with the black ftains which they call Am/ 
had a broad fpiral on each buttock ; and the thir' 
of them were almofl intirely black, fome nar' 
being left untouched, fo that "at firfUfiglit/ 
wear llnpcd. brbeches. With refpeft to 1 
different tribe fe'emed to have a differ/ 
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the natives, which is a proof that this part of the country is 
well inhabited. 


Monday 27. At eight o’clock the next morning, we were within a mile 
of a group of iflands which lie clofe under the main, at the 
diftance of two and twenty miles from Cape Bret, in the di- 
rection. ofN.W. by W. fW. At this place, having but little 
wind, we lay about two hours, during which time feveral 
canoes came off, and fold us fome fifh, which we called Ca- 
valles, and for that reafon I gave the fame name to the 
iflands. Thefe people were very infolent, frequently threat- 
ening us, even while they were felling their fifli ; and when 
fome more canoes came up, they began to pelt us with 
{tones. Some fraall {hot weie then fired, and hit one of them 
while he had a {tone in his hand, in the very action of throw- 
ing it into the {hip : they did not, ^however, defift, till fome 
others had been wounded, and then they went away, and 
we flood off to fea. ’ 


The wind being dire&ly againft us, wc kept plying to 
Wcdctf. 29 windward till the 29th, when we had rather loft than gained 
ground ; I therefore boieup for a bay which lies to the weft- 
ward of Cape Bret ; at this time it was about two leagues to 
leeward of us; and at about eleven o’clock we anchored 
under the foutli weft fide of one of the many iflands which 
nne rc on cue Totifn eah, in four ratnom and an haVr water * 
we fhoaled our water to this depth all at once, and if this- 
had not happened I fliould not have come to an anchor fa,, 
foon. The Mafter was immediately fent out with two boats' 
to found, and he foon difeovered that we had got upon a 
bank,, which runs' out from the north weft end of the ifland, 
and that on the outfide of it there was from eight to ten 
fathom. 


1m 
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In the mean time the natives, to the number of near four ' 1765. 
hundred, crouded upon us in their canoes, and fome 'of them . 

•were admitted on board: to one, who feemed to be a Chief, 

I gave a piece of broad cloth, and difhibuted fome trifling 
prefents among the reft. I perceived that fome of thefe 
people had been about the fhip when fhe was off at fea, and 
that they knew the power of our fire-arms, for the vet y fight 
of a gun threw them into manifeft confufion: under this 
impreffion they traded very fairly ; but the people in one of 
the canoes took the opportunity of our being at dinner to 
tow away our buoy: a mufket was fired over them without 
efFeiSt, we then endeavoured to reach them with fome fmall 
fliot, but they were too far off: by this time they had got the 
buoy into their canoe, and we were obliged to fire a mufket 
at them with ball: this hit one of them, and they immedi- 
ately threw the buoy over board: a round fliot was then fired 
over them, which ftruck the water and went aflioie. Two 
or three of the canoes immediately landed their people, who 
ran about the beach, as we imagined, in fearch of the ball. 

Tupia called to them, and affured them that while they were 
lioneft they fhould be fafe, and with a little perfuafion many 
of them returned to the fliip, and their bchavioui was fuch 
as left us no reafon to fufpeft that they intended to give us 
any farther tiouble. 

After the fliip was temoved into deeper water, and pro- 
perly fecurcd, I went with the pinnace and yawl, manned 
and armed, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, 
and landed upon the ifland, which was about three quarters 
of a mile diftant : we obferved that the canoes which were 
about the flnp, did not follow us upon our leaving her, which 
we thought a good fign ; blit we had no fooner landed than 
they clouded to diflercnt parts of the ifland and came on 
fiiore: "We were in a little cove, and in a few minutes were 
3 A z furrounded 
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the natives, which is a proof that this part of the country is 
well inhabited, 

Monday 27. At eight o’clock the next morning, we were within a mile 
of a group of iflands which lie clofe under the main, at the 
diftance of two and twenty miles fiom Cape Bret, in the di- 
rection of N.W. by W. t W. At this place, having but little 
wind, we lay about two hours, during which time feveral 
canoes came off, and fold us fome fifh, which we called Ca- 
valles, and for that reafon I gave the fame name to the 
iflandsr. Thefe people were very infolent, frequently threat- 
ening us, even while they were felling their fifh; and when 
fome more canoes came up, they began to pelt us with 
ftones. Some fmall fhot were then fired, and hit one of them 
while he had a ftone in his hand, in the very aCtion of throw- 
ing it into the fhip : they did not, however, defift, till fome 
others had been wounded, and then they went away, and 
we ftood off to fea. 1 

The wind being direCUy againlt us, we kept plying to- 
Wcdcef. 29. windward till the 29th, when we had rather loft than gained 
ground ; I the re fore- bore up for a bay which lies to the weft- 
ward of Cape Bret; at this time it was about two leagues to 
leeward of us ; and at about eleven o’clock we anchored 
under the fouth weft fide of one of the many iflands which 
line it on the fouth eaft, in four fathom and an hah watery 
we (hoaled our water to this depth all at once, and if this- 
had nor happened 1 fhould not have come to' an anchor fo^ 
fbon. The Matter was immediately fent out with two boats' 
to found, and he Toon difeovered that we had got upon a 
bank, which runs' out from the north weft end of the ifland, 
and that on the outfide of it there was from eight to ten 
fathom. 


362 

I7£o. 

November. 


In. 



ROUND THE WORLD. ‘ , 6 . 

In the mean time the natives, to the number of near four ’ t r « s 
hundred, crouded upon us in their canoes, and fome of them 
were admitted on board: to one, who feemed to be a Chief, lk 
I gave a piece of broadcloth, and diihibuted fome trifling 
prefents among the left. I perceived that fome of thefe 
people had been about the (hip when (he was off at fea, and 
that they knew the power of our lire-arms, for the very fight 
of a gun threw them into manifeft confufion: under this 
impreflion they traded very fairly ; but the people in one of 
the canoes took the opportunity of our being at dinner to 
tow away our buoy: a muiket was fired over them without 
efTcdt, we then endeavoured to reach them with fome fmall 
(hot, but they were too far off : by this time they had got the 
buoy into their canoe, and we were obliged to fire a muiket 
at them with ball: this hit one of them, and they immedi- 
ately threw the buoy over board: a round flior was then filed 
over them, which ftruck the water and went aflioic. Two 
or three of the canoes immediately landed their people, who 
ran about the beach, as we imagined, in fearch of the ball. 

Tupia called to them, and affured them that while they were 
lioncft they (hould be fafe, and with a little perfuafion many 
of them returned to the (hip, and their bchavioui was fuch 
as left us no rcafon to fufpedt that they intended to give us 
any farther trouble. 

After the drip was removed into deeper water, and pro- 
perly fecurcd, I went with the pinnace and yawl, manned 
and armed, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, 
and landed upon the ifland, which was about three quaitcrs 
of a mile diftant: we obferved that the canoes which were 
about the lhip, did not follow us upon oui leaving her, which 
we thought a good fign ; but wc had no fooner landed than 
they cioudcd to diflcrcnt parts of the ifiand and came on 
(hore: AVe were in a little cove, and in a few minutes were 
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1769. furroundcd by two or three hundred people, Lome rufhing 
NcwmUr. £ rom t he heads of the cove, and others appearing on 

v> edeef 29 t j ic tQ p S q £ t j ic jjjjjg . t hey were all armed, but they came on 
in fo con fu fed and {haggling a manner that we fcarcely fuf- 
pefted they meant us any harm, and we were determined 
that hoftilitics fliould not begin on our part. We marched 
towards them, and thcndicw aline upon the fand between 
them and us, which we gave them to underhand they were 
not to pafs: at firft they continued quiet, but their weapons 
were held ready to ftrike, and they feemed to be 1 ather irre- 
folutc than peaceable. While we remained in this hate of 
fufpcnfe, another party of Indians came up, and now grow- 
ing more bold as their number increafed, they began the 
dance and long, which are their preludes to a battle: hill, 
however, they delayed the attack, but a party ran to each of 
our boats, and attempted to draw them on fliorc ; this feemed 
to be the fignal, for the people about us at the fame time 
began to prefs in upon our line: our fituation was now be- 
come too critical for us to remain longer inactive, I therefore 
difeharged my xnufket, which wits loaded with fmall fhor, 
at one of the fonvardeft, and Mr. Banks and two of the men 
fired immediately afterwards: this made them fall back in 
fomc conftifion, but one of the Chiefs, who was at the dis- 
tance of about twenty yards, rallied them, and running for- 
ward waving his patoo-patoo, and calling loudly to his 
companions, led them to the charge. Dr. Solandcr, whofc 
piece was not 3 et difeharged, fired at this champion, who 
flopped ihon upon feeling the {hot, and then ran away with 
the reft: they did not however difperfc, but got together 
upon a nfing ground, and feemed only to want fome leader 
of refolution to renew their attack. As they were now be- 
yond the reach of fmall fhot, we fired with ball, but as none 
of them took place they Hill continued in a body, and in 

this 
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this fituation we remained about a quarter of an' hour- in 17S9 

the mean time the {hip, 'from whence a much greater num- , haiemhei , 

ber of Indians were feen than could be difcovered in ourfitu- Wedncr ** 

acion, brought her broad-fide to bear, and .intit ely difpeifed 

them, by firing a few Ihot over their heads. In this fkirmifh. 

only two of the Indians were hurt with the fmall Ihot, and 

not a fingle life was loft, which would not have been thfc 

cafe if I had not reftrained the men, who, either from fear 

or the love of ‘mifehief, Ihewed as much impatience to 

deftroy them as a fportfman to kill his game. When we 

were in quiet pofleffion of our cove, wc laid down our arms 

and began to gather celery, which grew here in great 

plenty: after a little time we recolletfted to have feen fome 

of the people hide themfelves in a cave of one of the locks, 

we therefore went towards the place, when an old Indian, 

who proved to be the Chief that I had prefemed with a piece 

of broad cloth in the morning, came out with his wife and 

his brother, and in a fupplicating pofture put themfelves 

under our protection. We fpoke kindly to them, and the 

old man then told us that he had another brother, who was 

one of tliofc that had been wounded by the fmall Ihot, and 

enquired with much folicitude and concern if he would die. 

We allured him that he would not, and at the fame time put 
into his hand both a mulket ball and fome fmall Ihot, telling 
him,, that thofe only who were wounded with the ball would 
die, and that the others would recover; at the fame time 
alluring him, that if we weie attacked again, wc Ihould 
certainly defend ourfelves with the ball, which would 
wound them mortally. Having now taken corn age, they 
came and fat down by us, and as tokens of our perfect 
amity, we made them prefeats of fuch trifles as wc hap- 
pened to have about us. 


Soon 
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* 7 6< ?‘ Soon after we rc-imbarked in our boats, and having rowed 
J» to another cove in the fame jfland, climbed a neighbouring 
\\ ednef. _g. commanded the country to a confiderable 

•diftance. The profpe& was very uncommon and romantic, 
confiding of innumerable iflands, which formed as many 
harbours, where the water was as fmooth as a mill-pool : we 
fiaw alfo many towns, fcattered houfcs, and plantations, the 
•country being much more populous than any we had feen. 
One of the towns was very near us, from which many of 
the Indians advanced, taking great pains to flicw us that 
they were unarmed, and in their geflures and countenances 
expreffing great meeknefs and humility. In the mean time 
fome of our people, who, when the Indians were to be pu- 
nched for a fraud, affumed the inexorable juftice of a Ly- 
curgus, thought fit to break into one of their plantations, 
and dig up fome potatoes : for this offence I ordered each of 
them to be puniflied with twelve lafhes, after which two of 
them were difcliargcd; but the third, infifling that it was no 
ciime in an Engliihman to plunder an Indian plantation, 
though it was a crime in. an Indian to defraud an Engliih- 
man of a nail, I ordeied him back into his confinement, 
from which I would not rcleafe him till he had received fix 
lalhes more. 

Thuifday 3 o. On the 30th, there being a dead calm, and no probability 
of our getting to fea, I fent the Mailer, with two boats to 
found the harboui ; and all the forenoon had fcveral canoes 
about the fhip, who tiaded in a very fair and fiicndly man- 
ner. In the evening we went afliore upon the main, where 
the people leceived us very cordially, but we found nothing 
worthy of notice. 

In this bay we were detained by contrary winds and calms 
fcveral days, during which time our intercourfe with the 

natives 
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natives was continued in the mod peaceable and friendly ,1769. 
manner, they being frequently about the fhip, and we 
alhorc, both upon the iflands and the main. In one of our Th “ fJ * ! ' 301 
vifits to the continent, an old man ihewed us the inflrument 
they ufc in ftaining their bodies, which eiaflly refembled 
tliofc that were employed for the fame purpofe at Otaheite. 

We faw alfo the man who was wounded in attempting to 
ileal our buoy: the ball had palled through the ilelby part of 
his arm, and grazed his bread ; bitt the wound, under the 
care of Nature, the bed furgeon, and a (imple diet, the bed 
nurfe, was in a good date, and feemed to give the patient 
neither pain nor apprehendon. We faw alfo the brother of 
our old Chief, who had been wounded with fmall fliot in 
our ikirmilh: they had druck his thigh obliquely, and 
though fcvcral of them were dill in the deih, the wound 
feemed to be attended with neither danger nor pain. We 
found among their plantations the morui papynfera y of which 
thefe people, as well as thofe of Otaheite, make cloth ■, but 
here the plant feems to be rare, and we faw no pieces of tlu^ 
cloth large enough for any ufe but to wear by way of orna- 
ment in their ears. 

Having one day landed in a very didant part of the bay, 
the people immediately ded, except one old man, who ac- 
companied us wherever we went, and feemed much plcafed 
with the little prefents we made him. We came at lad to a 
little fort, built upon a fmall rock, which at high water was 
furrounded by the fea, and accedible only by a ladder: we 
perceived that he eyed us with a kind of redlcfs folicitude as 
we approached it, and upon our eiprefling a defire to enter 
it, he told us that his wife was there: he faw that ourcuri- 
ofity was not dinuniflicd by this intelligence, and after fomo 
hditation, he faid, if we would proraife to offer no indecency 
he would accompany us : our promtfa. was readily given, 

. and 
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and he immediately led the way. The ladder confided of 
> member.. f a ft cne{ i to a p 0 i ej j, ut we found the afeent both diffi- 

Uwrfdaysc. cu j E an( j dangerous. When we entered we found three 
women* who, the moment they faw us, burft into tears of 
tenor and furprize: fome kind words and a few piefents 
joon lcmoved thexr apprchcnlions, and put them into good 
humour. We examined the houfe of our old friend, and by 
his intcrcft two others, which were all that the fortification 
contained, and having diftiibutcd a few more prefents, we 
parted with mutual fatisfattion. 

ivcember. At four o’clock in the morning of the 5 th of December, we 
iwiday $. -weigHed, with a light breeze, but it being variable with fre- 
quent calms, we made little way. We kept turning out of 
the bay till the afternoon, and about ten o’clock wc were 
fuddenly becalmed, fo that the fhip would neither wear nor 
ft ay, and the tide or current fetting ftrong, flic drove 
towards land fo fall, that before any measures could be 
taken for her fecuriry die was within a cable’s length of the 
breakers: we had thirteen fathom water, but the ground 
was fo foul that we did not dare to diop our anchor; the 
pinnace theiefoie was immediately hoifted out to take the 
fhip in tow, and the men, fenfible of theii danger, exerting 
thcmfclves to theutmoft; and a faint breeze fpringing up ofF 
the land, we perceived with unfpeakable joy that flie made 
head way, after having been fo near the fhorc that Tupia, 
who was not fenfible of our hair’s breadth efcape, was at 
this very time converting with the* people upon the beach, 
whofe voices were diftinftly heard, notwithftanding the roar 
of the breakers. We now thought all danger was over, but 
about an hour aftci wards, juft as the man in the chains had 
cried “ feventeen fathom,” theihip ftruck. Thcfhock threw 
us all into theutmoft conftei nation ; Mr. Banks, who had un- 
drelled himfelf and was flepping into bed, ran haftily up to 
8 the 
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the deck, and the man in the chains called out “ five fa- D J?6 9 * 
thorn }”, by this time, the rock on which we had flmck being 
to windward, the fiiip went off without having received the TaefJa7 s ' 
leafi; damage, and the water vciy foon deepened to twenty- 
fathom. 


This rock lies half a mile W. N. W. of the noithertnofi: or 
outermoft ifland on the.fourli eaft fide of the bay. We had 
light airs from the land, with calms, till nine o’clock the Wednef.6. 
next morning, when we got out of the bay, and a breeze 
fpringing up at N. N. W. wc flood out to fea. 

This bay, as 1 have before obferved, lies on the weft fide 
of Cape Bret, and I named it the Bay of Islands, from the 
great number of jflands which line its fhores,' and form 
feveral harbours equally fafe and commodious, where there 
is room and depth for any number of fhipping. That in 
which We lay is on the Couth weft fide of the Couth wetter- 
mofl ifland, called Matuaro, on the fouth eaft fide of the 
hay. I have made no accurate furvey of this bay, being dif- 
couraged by the time it would coft me j 1 thought alfo that it 
was fufficient to be able to affirm that it afforded xis goodan- 
chorage, and refrefhment of every kind. It was not the 
feafon for roots, but we had plenty of fiffi, moft of which, 
however, we purchafed of the natives, for we could catch 
very little ourfelves either with net or line. When we 
Chewed the natives our feine, ( which is fuch as the King’s 
ihips are gene: ally furniffied with, they laughed at it, and 
in triumph pioduced their own, which was indeed of an 
enoimous fize, and made of a kind of grafs, which is very 
ftrong it was five fathom deep, and by the room it took up, 
it could not be lefs than three or fourhundred fathom long, 
rifiiing feems indeed to be the chief bufinefs of life in this 
part of the country we faw about all their towns a great 

Vol. IL 3 B number 
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*769- number of nets, laid in heaps like hay-cocks, and coveted 
t — v — 'j with a thatch to keep them fiom the weather, and we fcatcely 
v edner. o. emere £ a ] 10U f c where fomc of the people were not employed 
in making them. The fifli we proem cd here were lharks, 
fling-rays, fca-bream, mullet, mackrel, and fome others. 

The inhabitants in this bay are far more numerous than in 
any other part of the country that we had before vifited ; it 
did not appear to us that they were united under one head, 
and though their towns were fortified, they feemed to live 
together in perfect amity. 

It is high water in this bay at the full and change of the 
moon, about eight o'clock, and the tide then rifes £rom 
fix to eight feet perpendicularly. It appears, from fuch ob- 
servations as I was able to make of the tides upon the fea- 
coaft, that the flood comes from the fouthward ; and I have 
ration to think that there is a current which comes from the 
wefiward, and fets along the fhore to the S. E. or S. S. E. aa 
the land happens to lie. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Range from the Bay of Jfands round North Cape to l^ueen 
Charlottes Sound ; and a Defcription of that Part of 
the Coafl. 


O N Thurfday the 7th of December, at noon, Cape Bret D >769. 

bore S. S. E. t E. dillant ten miles, and our latitude, by ■ - ra . ” 
obfervation, \Yas34 0 59'S.j foon after we made feveralob- 
fervations of the fun and moon, the refult of which made 


our longitude 185°- 36' W. The wind being again!! us, we 
had made but little way. In the afternoon, we flood in 
fhorc, and fetched clofe under the Cavalles, from which 
i (lands the main trends W. by N. : feveral canoes put off and 
followed us, but a light breeze fpringing up, I did not cliufe 
to wait for them. I kept (landing to the W. N. W. and N. W. 


till the next morning ten o’clock, when I tacked and flood Friday 8. 
in for the fltore, from which we were about five leagues 
diflant. At noon, the weflermofl land in fight bore W. by S. 
and was about four leagues diflant. In the afternoon, we 
had a gentle breeze to the weft, which in the evening came 
to the fouth, and continuing'fo all night, by day-light Sunday 9. 
brought us pretty well in with the land, feven leagues to the 
weft wart of the Cavalles, where we found a deep bay run- 
ning in S. W. by W. and W.S.W. the bottom of which we 
could but juft fee, and there the land appeared to be low and 
level. To this bay, which 1 called Doubtless Bay, the en- 
trance is formed by two points, which lie W.N.W. and 
E S E. and arc five miles diflant from each other. The 
jBs " ind 
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^1769- number of nets, laid in heaps like hay-cocks, and coveu 
< — v — j with a thatch to keep them from the weather, and we feared 
Vl Edner ‘ 6 ‘ entered a houfe where fome of the people were not employ e 
in making them. The fifh. we procured here were fliarki 
fling-rays, fea-bream, mullet, mackreJ, and fome others. 

The inhabitants in this bay are far more numerous thanix*" 
any other part of the country that we had before vificed; if 
did not appear to us that they were united under one head, 
and though their towns were fortified, they feemed to live 
together in perfect amity. : 

It is high water in this bay at the full and change of the 
moon, about eight o’clock, and the tide then rifes ^rom 1 
fix to eight feet perpendicularly. It appears, from fuch ob- 
feivations as I was able to make of the tides upon the fea- 
coaft, that the flood comes from the fouthward ; and I have 
aeafon to think that there is a current which comes from the 
weft\\ard, and fets along the fliore to the S E. or S.S.E. aa 
the land happens to lie. 


CHAP. 
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the animal had been wholly unknowh to them, and they had ->769. 
had no communication with people to whom it was known, . De " mbtr , 
they could not poffibly have been acquainted with the name' Siwri, r 9 - 

About ten o’clock at night, a breeze fprung up at W. N. W. 
with which we Rood off north ; and at noon the next day, the SunJ.y ,0. 
Cavalles bore S. E. by E. diftant eight leagues ; the entrance 
of Doubtlefs Bay S. by W. diftant three leagues ; and the 
north weft extremity of the land ih fight, which we judged 
to be the main, bore N. W. by W. : our latitude by obferva- 
tion was 34° 44' S. In the evening, we found the variation 
to be ta° 41' E. by the azimuth, and la” 40' by the ampli- 
tude. 

Early in the morning, we Rood in with the land, feven 
leagues to the weftward of Doubtlefs Bay, the bottom of 
which is not far diftant from the bottom of another large 
bay, which the ftiore forms at this place, being feparated 
only by a low neck of land, which juts out into a peninfula 
that I hat e called Knuckle Point. About the middle of this 
bay, which we called Sandy Bay, is a high mountain, Hand- 
ing upon a diftant Ihoie, to which I gave the name of Mount 
Camel. The latitude here is 34 0 51' S. and longitude- 
186 0 50'. We had twenty-four and twenty-five fathom wa- 
ter, with a good bottom ; but there feems to be nothing in 
this bay that can induce a lhip to put into it; for the land 
about it is utterly barren and dcfolatc, and, except Mount. 

Camel, the fituation is low the foil appears to be nothing. 
but white fand, thrownup in lowirregular hills and narrow 
ridges, lying parallel with the Ihorc. But barren and defo- 
late as this place is, it is not without inhabitants • we faw 
one village on the well fide of Mount Camel, and another 
on the call fide; we faw alfo five canoes full of people, who- 
pulled after the lhip, but could not come up with us, At‘ 
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1769. wind not permitting us to look in. here,, we fleered for the 
December we ft enno ft i anc j j n fight, which bore from us *\V. N, W. about 
Saturday 9. t k ree j ea g UeSj hut before we got the length of it it fell 
calm. 

While we lay becalmed, feveral canoes came off to us, but 
the people having heard of our guns, it was not without 
great difficulty that they were perfuaded to come under Our 
flern: after having bought fome of their cloaths, as well as- 
their fifh, we began to make enquiries concerning their 
country, and learnt, by the help of Tupia, that, at the dis- 
tance of three days rowing in their canoes, at a place called 
Moore-whennuA, the land would take a fhort turn to the 
fouthward, and from thence extend no more to the weft. 
This place wc concluded to be the land difeovered by Taf- 
man, which he called Cate Maria van Diemen, and End- 
ing thefe people fo intelligent, we inquired farther, if they 
knew of any country befides their own they anftvered^ that 
they never had vifited any other, but that their anceftors had 
told them, that to the N„ W. by N. or N. N. W. there was a 
country of great extent, called Ulimakoa, to which fome 
people had failed in a very large canoe that only part of 
them returned, and reported, that after a pafiage of a montli 
they had feen a country where the people eat hogs. Tupia 
then enquired whether thefe adventuiers brought any hogs 
with them when they returned; they faid No; then, replied 
Tupia, your ftory is certainly falfe, for it cannorbe believed 
that men who came back from an expedition without hogs, 
had ever vifited a country where hogs were to be procured. 
It is however temavkable, notwithftanding the ibiewdnefs 
of Tupia’s objection, that when they mentioned hogs it was 
not by defeription but by name, calling them Booabi the 
name which is given them in the South-lea iflands; but if 

the 
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the- animal had been wholly unknown to them, and they had r )0? . 
had no communication with people to whom it was known, 
they could not poffibly have been acquainted with the name.’ 9- 

About ten o’clock at night, a breeze fprun g up at W. N. W. 
with which we Rood off north ; and at noon the next day, the Simhy ,a. 
Cavallcs bore S.E. by E. dillant eight leagues; the entrance 
of Doubtlefs Bay S: by W. diflant three leagues ; and the 
north weft extremity of the land in fight, which we judged 
to he the main, bore N.W. by W.: our latitude by obferva- 
tion was 34” 44 S. In the evening, we found the' variation 
to be 12“ 41'E. by the azimuth, and ta" 40 by the ampli- 
tude. 

Early in the morning, we flood in with die land, feven uahyu. 
leagues to the wcllward of Doubtlefs Bay, the bottom of 
which is not for diflant from the bottom of another large 
bay, which the fltorc forms at this place, being feparated. 
only by a low neck of land, which juts out into a peninfula 
that I base called Knuckle Point. About the middle of this 
bay, which we called Sandy Bay, is a high mountain, Hand- 
ing upon a diflant fliotc, to which I gave the name of Mount 
Ca.mel. Tile latitude here is 34° 51' S. and longitude- 
18G 0 50'. Wc had twenty-four and twenty-five fathom wa- 
ter, with a good bottom ; but there feems to be nothing in 
this bay that can induce a flrip to put into it; for the land, 
about it is utterly barren and dcfolatc, and, except Mount* 

Camel, the fituation is low: the foil appears to be nothing, 
but white fand, tilt own up in lowirregular hills and narrow 
ridges, lying parallel with the fhorc. But barren and defo- 
late as this place is, it is not without inhabitants : \vc faw 
one village on the weft fide of Mount Camel, and another 
on the eail fide ; we faw alfo five canoes full of people, who - 
pulled after the fltip, but could not come up with us. At: 
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i xr" ra ckcd*r-~ Rood to the northward ; and at 

h^Ca wies bon: S.E. by E. diftant thirteen leagues ; 
th , no-Vh atremiiv of the lend in (igln, making hke an 

, , , v \T. i N. diftant nine leagues •, and Mount Ca- 

ijTand, 

m d bore SAY. bvS. diikmce fir leagues. 

The wind being contrary, we kept plying northward till 
- e O vlock in the evening of the tath, when, having made 
TYrtjri#. ^ little way> we tacked and ftood to the N. E. being two 
lea trues to the northward of Mount Camel, and about a mile 
and a half from the fliore, in which fituation we had two 
and twenty fathom water. 


At ten, it began to blow and rain, which brought us under 
double reefed topfails ; at twelve, we tacked and ftood to the 
v'fJncr. 13. wcftwaid till feven the next morning, when we tacked and 
ftood again to the N. E. being about a mile to windward of 
the place where we tacked lad night. Soon after it blew 
very haul at N.N W. with heavy fqualis and much rain, 
which brought us under our courfes, and fplit the maintop- 
fail fo that we were obliged to unbend it and bend ano* 
ther: at ten, it became moie model ate, and we fet the top- 
fails, double reefed : at noon, having ftrong gales and heavy 
weather, we tacked and ftood to the weftwau’ ud had no 
land in fight for the firft tn v. we had 1 > < this 
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leagues ; by this we difeovered that wc had fallen much to 1769. 
the leeward fince yefterday morning. At noon, our latitude ■ 

by obfervation was 34” 6'S.; and the fame land which we Tl " ,ria, r *+• 
had feen before to file N. W. now bore S. W. and appeared to 
be the northern extremity of the country. We had a large 
fwcll rolling in fiom the welhvard, and therefore concluded 
that we were not covered by any land in that quarter. At 
eight in the evening, we ticked and flood to the welhvard, 
with as much fail as we could bear ,- and at noon the next Friday t5 , 
day, we were in latitude 34" to', longitude iSy‘ 43' W. and 
by ellimation about feventeen leagues from the land, not- 
withftanding our utmoll endeavours to keep in with it. 

On the 16th, at fix in the morning, wefaw land from the saretdayiS. 
mad-head, bearing S. S.W. ; and at noon it bore S. by V.’._ 
difiant fourteen leagues : while we were Handing in for the 
fhore we founded feveral times, but had no ground with . 
ninety fathom. At eight, we tacked in a hundred and eight 
fathom, at about three or four miles from the fhore, which 
was the fame point of kind that we had to the N.W. before 
we were blown off At noon it bore S. W. diftant about three 
miles ; Mount Camel bore S. by E. difiant about eleven 
leagues, and the weftermofi land in fight bore S. 73 W.; the 
latitude by obfervation was 34° ao' S. At four o’clock, we 
tacked and flood in fhore, in doing which, we met with a 
flrong rippling, and the fhip fell faft to leeward, which wc 
imputed to a current fetting eafl. At eight, we tacked and 
flood off till eight the next morning ; when we tacked and s»»<ny 1;. 
flood in, being about ten leagues from the land: at noon, the 
point of land which we were near the day before, bbre S.S.W. 
difiant five leagues. The wind ftill continued at weft; and 
at feven o’clock, we tacked in thirty-five fathom, when the 
point of land which has been mentioned before, bore N. 1 V. 
by N. diftant four or five miles ; fo that we bad not gained 
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1769- one inch to windward the laft twenty-four hours, which 
December., con fi raie( j our opinion that there was a current to the eaft- 
Sqodaj- 17. xhe point of land I called North C-trn, it being the 

not them extremity of this country. It lies in latitude 
34 0 22' S. longitude 18 6° 5/ W. and thirty-one leagues dif- 
tant from Cape Bret, in the direftion of N. 63 W. It forms 
the nouh point of Sandy Bay, and is a peninfula juttingout 
N. E. about two miles, and tciminatmg in a bluff head that 
is flat at the top. The ifthmus which joins this head to the 
main land is very low, and for that reafon the land of the 
Gape, from feveral fituations, has the appearance of an 
ifland. It is flill moic remarkable when it is feen from the 
foutlnvard, by the appearance of a high round ifland at the 
S.E. point of the Capo but this alfo is a deception; foi 
what appears to be an ifland is a round lull, joined to the 
Cape by a low narrow neck of land. Upon the Cape we faw 
a Hippah or village, and a few inhabitants ; and on the fouth 
eaft fide of it there appears to be anchorage, and good ihel- 
ter from the fouth weft and north weft winds. 

Thurfdayai. We continued to Hand ofF and on, making N. W. till noon 
on the 21ft, when North Cape bore S. 39 E. diftant thirty-eight 
Saturday 23. leagues. Our fituation varied only a few leagues till the 23d, 
when, about feven o’clock in the evening, we faw land fiom 
Sunday z 4 . the mail-head, bearing S, 4 E. At eleven the next morning, we 
faw it again, hearing S.S.E. at the diftance of eight leagues ; 
we now flood to the SAV. ; and at four o’clock, the land bore 
S.E. by S. diftant four leagues, and proved to be a fmall 
afland, with other iflands 01 locks, ftill fmaller, lying off the 
fouth weft end of it, and another lying off the north eaft 
end, which weie difeovered by Tafman and called the Three 
Kings. The principal ifland lies in latitude 34 0 1 2' S. longi- 
tude 187° 48' W. and diftant fouiteenor fifteen -leagues from 
North Cape, in the direction of W. 14 N. At midnight, we 
6 tacked 
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tacked and Rood to the N. E. till fix the next morning, which 1789. 
was Chriftmas day, when we tacked and flood to the foutli- 
ward. At noon, the Three Kings bore E. 8 N. diliant five or *>• 
fix leagues. The variation this morning by tiie azimuth 
was 1 1 ° 25" E. 


On the 36th, we Rood to the fouthward clofe upon a wind ; Toeia«y it. 
and at noon, were in latitude 35" 10' S. longitude 188' 20' W. 
the Three Kings bearing N. 36 W. diRant twenty-two leagues. 

In this fituation we had no land in fight ; and yet, by obfer- 
vation, we were in the latitude of the Bay of Iflands ; and by 
my reckoning but twenty leagues to the weflward of North 
Cape: from whence it appears, that the northern part of this 
ifland is very narrow ; for otlierwife we nmR have feen fome 
part of the wcR fide of it. Wc flood to the fouthward till 
twelve at night, arid then tacked and flood to the north- 
ward. 

At four o’clock in the morning, the wind frefliencd, and w t J«ir 1-. 
at nine, blew a florm ; fo that wc were obliged to bring the 
fltip to under her mainfail. Our courfe made good between 
noon this day and yeflerday was S.S. W. i W. difiance eleven 
miles. The Three Kings bore N. 37 E. diRant feventy-feven 
miles. The gale continued all this day, and till two the 
next morning, when it fell, and began to veer to the fouth- ThnrHijU, 
ward and S. \V. where it fixed about four, when we made fail 
and fleered call in for the land, under the fore-fail and main- 
fail; but the wind then rifing, and by eight o’clock being 
increafed to a hurricane, with a prodigious fca, wc were 
obliged to take in the main-fail ; we then wore the fhip, and 
brought her to with her head to the north wd. At noon 
the gale was fomewhat abated, but we had flill heavy 
fqualls. Our courfe made good this day, was north, a little 
cafterly, twenty-nine miles; latitude by account 34’ja'S. 

Vol.II. 3C longitude 
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longitude i88° 27' W. j the Three Kings bore N.41 E. diftant 
fifty-two miles. At feven o’clock in the evening, the wind 
being at S.W. and S.W. by W. with haid fqualls, we wore 
and lay on the other tack ; and at fix the next morning fpread 
more fail. Our courfe and difiance fince yefierday was 
E. by N. twenty-nine miles. In the afternoon, we had hard 
fqualls at S. W. \ and at eight in the evening, wore and ftood 
to the N. W. till five the next morning ; and then wore and 
flood to the S. E. At fix, we faw the land bearing N. E. dis- 
tant about fix leagues, which we judged to be Cape Maria 
Van Diemen , and which correfponded with the account that 
had been given of it by the Indians. At midnight we wore 
and flood to the S. E. And on the next day at noon, Cape 
Maria VanDiemcn bore N. E. by N. diftant about five leagues. 
At feven in the evening, wc tacked and ftood to theweftward, 
with a moderate breeze at S.W. by S. and S.W. Mount Ca- 
mel then bore N. 83 E. and the northermoft land, or Cape 
Maria Van Diemen, N. by W. ; we were now diftant from the 
neareft land about three leagues, where we had fomething- 
more than forty fathom water; and it muft be remarked, that 
Mount Camel, which when feen on the other fide did not feem 
to be more than one mile from the fea, feemed to be but little- 
more when feen fiom this fide; which is a demonftration 
that the land here cannot be more than two or three miles 
droaxf, or from i£a to i£a. 

At fix o’clock in. the morning of January the ift, i77°> 
being New-year’s Day, wc tacked and ftood to the eaftvvard, 
the Tliiee Kings bearing N W by N- At noon, \v< 
again, and ftood to theweftward, b^ \ latitude £ 
the Three Kings bearing N. W. b) x ' diftancj 
or eleven leagues ; and Cape Maril N. 

tant about four leagues and an halr^ ( 
fifty-four fathom wat^ 

6 > 
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During this part of our navigation two particulars are 17,-0. 
very remarkable; in latitude 3 s' S. and in themidll of fum- . 
mcr, I met with a gale of wind, which for its flrength and '■ 
-continuance was fuch as I had fcatcely ever been in before, 
and we were three weeks in getting ten leagues to the weft- 
ward, and five weeks in getting fifty leagues, for at this 
time it was fo long fince we pafleil Cape Bret. During the 
gale, we were happily at a confidcrable diftance from the 
land, otherwife it is highly piobable that we fliould never 
have returned to relate our adventures. 

At five o’clock in the evening, having a frefii breeze to 
the wellward, we tacked and Hood to the fouthward : at this 
time North Cape bore E.4 N. and juft open of a poiht that 
lies three leagues W. by N. from it. 

.Tliis Cape, as I have obferved before, is the northermoft 
extremity of this country, and the eaftermoft point of a pe- 
ninfula, which runs out N. W. and N. W. by N. feventeen or 
eighteen leagues, and of which Cape Maria Van Diemen is the 
vellermoft point. Cape Maria lies in latitude 3+” 30'S, lon- 
gitude 187° 18' Vf.s and from tliis point the land trends 
away S.E. by S. and S. E. beyond Mount Camel, and is 
every where a barren iliorc, confining of banks of white 
fand. 

• On the ad, atnoon, we were in latitude 33” 17'S. and Cape Tutfliyj, 
Maria bore north, diftant about fifteen leagues, as near as 
we could guefs ; for we ha'd no land in fight, and did not 
dare to go nearer, as a frefh gale blew right on Ihore, with 
a rolling fea. The wind continued at W.S.W. and S.W. 
with frequent fqualls ; in the evening we fliortened fail, and 
at midnight tacked, and made a trip to the N.W. till two in 
the morning, when we wore and fiootl to the fouthward. At weintf. 
breakof day, we made fail, and edged away, in orderto make 
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177*. land ; and at ten o’clock, we faw it, bearing N.W. It ap- 

^ January. , p eare( j l0 b e high, and at noon extended from N. to E. N.E. 

Wednef j. jjft ant eftimation eight or ten leagues. Cape Maria then 
bore N. 2 0 30' W. difiant thirty-three leagues ; our latitude by 
obfervation was 3 6* z'S. About feven o’clock in the evening, 
we were within fix leagues of it ; but having a fiefh gale 
upon it, with a rolling fea, we hauled our wind to the S.E. 
and kept on that courfe clofe upon the wind all night, found- 
ing feveral times, but having no ground with one hundred, 
and one liundted and ten fathom. 

, rhutu 1 y 4 . At eight o’clock the next morning, we were about five 
leagues from the land, and off a place which lies in latitude 
36” 25' and had the appearance of a bay or inlet. It bore 
eaft ; and in order 10 fee more of it, wc kept on our courfe 
till eleven o’clock, when we were not more than three leagues 
from it, and then discovered that it was neither inlet nor 
bay, but a tratt of low land, bounded by higher lands on 
each fide, which produced the deception. At this time, we 
tacked and flood to the N.W. ; and at noon, the land was not 
difiant more than three or four leagues. Wc were now in 
latitude 36° 31' S. longitude 185° 50' W. Cape Maria bore 
N. 25 W. difiant forty-four leagues and an half j fo that the 
coaft muft be almofi firait in the dire< 5 tion of S. S.E. 4 - E. and 
N.N. W. 4. W. nearly. In about latitude 35 0 45' is fome high 
land adjoining to the fea; to the fouthward of which the 
fhorc is alfo high, and has the ’mod defolate and inheri- 
table appearance that can be imagined. Nothing is to be 
feen but hills of fand, on which there is fcarcely a blade of 
verdure ; and a vaft. fea, impelled by the wefierly winds, 
breaking upon it in a dieadful furf, renders it not only for- 
lorn, but frightful ; complicating the idea of danger with 
dcfolation, and imprefiing the mind at once with a fenfc of 

mifery 
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mifery and' death. From this place I fleered to the north- To- 
ward. rcfolving never more to come within the fame diflance r 

of the coail, except the wind fhould be very favourable in- 7hl,llx ’ 
deed. I flood under a frefh fail all the day, hoping to get an 
ofEng by the next noon, and we made good a courfe of a 
hundred and two miles N. 38 W. Our latitude by obferva- 
tion was 35° 10'S. ; and Cape Maria bore N. toE. diflance 
forty-one miles. In the night, the wind fhifted from S. W. 
by S. to S. and blew frefh. Our courfc to the noon of the Fnd.jr j. 

5th was N. 75 W. diflance eight miles. 

At day-break on the 6th, we faw the land which we toot sitotd* 7 c. 
to be Cape Maria, bearing N. N. E. diflant eight or nine 
leagues: and on the 7th, in the afternoon, the land bore s»»diyr. 
eaft: and fome time after, wedifeovered a turtle upon the 
water ; but being awake, it dived inftantly, fo that we could 
not take it. At noon, the high land, which has juft been 
mentioned, extended from N. to E. at the diflance of five or 
fix leagues ; and in two places, a flat gave it the appearance 
of a bay or inlet. The courfe that we made good the lad 
four and twenty hours was S. 33 E. fifty-three miles ; Cape 
Maria bearing N. ay W. diflant thirty leagues. 

We failed within fight of land all this day, with gentle 
gales between the N. E. and N.W. ; and by the next noon VothyS. 
had failed fixty-nine miles, in the dircflion of S. 37 E. ; our 
latitude by obfervation was 36° 37' S. The land which on 
the 4th we had taken for a bay, now bore N. E. by N. diflant 
five leagues and an half; and Cape Maria N. 27 W. forty- 
feven leagues. 

On the gth, we continued a fouth call courfc till eight T „ f j, rs . 
o’clock in the evening, having run feven leagues fincc noon, 
with the wind at N.N.E. and N. and being within three or 
four leagues of the land, which appeared to be low and 

fandy. 
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1770* fandy. I then fleered S.E. by S. in a direction paiallcl with 
. Ja l”!l y *_i the coaft, having fiom forty-eight (b thii ty-four fathom wa- 
Wednsf 10. ter, with a black fandy bottom. At day-break the next morn- 
ing, we found ourfelves between two and three leagues from 
.the land, which began to have a better appearance, rifing in 
gentle Hopes, and being covered with trees and herbage. 
Wc faw a imoke and a few houfes, but it appeared to be but 
thinly inhabited. « At feven o’clock, wc fleered S. by E. and 
afterwards S. by ( W. the 'land lying in that direction. At 
nine, we were abicaft of a point which rifes with an eafy 
afeent fiom the fca to a confidcrable height: this point, 
which lies in latitude 37° 43', I named WoodyHead. About 
eleven miles fiom this Head, in the dire&ion of S. W. 4. \V. 
lies a very fmall ifland, upon which wc faw a great number 
of gannets, and which wc therefore called Gannet Island. 
At noon, a high craggy point bore E.N. E. diftant about a 
league and a half, to which I gave the name of Albetross 
Point: it lies in latitude 38° 4 S. longitude 184° 42' W. ; 
and is diftant feven leagues in the direction of S. 17 W. from 
Woody Head. On the north fide of this poirtt the fliore forms 
a hay, in which there appears to be anchorage and flielter 
for fliipping. Our courfe and diftance for the laft twenty- 
four hours was S. 37 E. flxty-nine miles ; and at noon this 
day Cape Maria boie N. 30 W. diftant eighty-two leagues. 
Between twelve and one, the wind fliiftcd at once from 
N. N.E. to S. S.W. with which we flood to the weflward till 
four o’clock in the afternoon; and then tacked, and flood 
again in fliore till feven? when we tacked again and flood 
to the weflward, having but little wind. At this time, Albe- 
trofs^ Point bore N.E. diftant near two leagues, and the 
fouthermoft land in fight bore S. S. V/. 4 W. being a very high 
mountain, and in appearance greatly refembling the Pike of 
Teneriffe. In this fituation we had thirty fathom water, and 

having 



having but little wind all night, we tacked about four in the 1770, 
morning, and flood in for the fhore. Soon after, it fell calm; , . 

and being in forty-two fathom water, the people caught a 
few fea-bream. At eleven, a light breeze fprung up from 
the weft, and we made fail to the fouthward. We continued 
to fleer S. by W- and S. S. W. along the fhore, at the diftance 
of about four leagues with gentle breezes from between 
N.W. and N.N. E. At feven in the evening, we faw the topi 
of the Peak to the fouthward, above the clouds which con- 
cealed it below. And at this time, the fouthermoft land in 
fight bore S. by W. the variation, by feveral azimuths which 
were taken both in the mojning and the evening, appeared 
to be 14" I s' eaflerly. 

At noon on the 12th, we were diftant about three leagues r„d,y 
from the (bore which lies under the Peak, but the Peak it- 
felfwas wholly concealed by clouds: we. judged it to bear 
about S. S. C. ; and fome very remarkable peaked iflands, 
which lay under the fhore, bore E. S. E. diftant three or four 
leagues. Af feven in the evening we founded, and had. 
forty-two fathom, being diftant from the fhore between two 
and three leagues : we judged the Peak to bear eaft ; and 
after it was dark, we faw fires upon the fhore. 

At five o’clock in the morning we faw, for a few minutes, Sal „ rfar , 3> 
the fummit of the Peak, towering above the clouds, and 
covered with fnotv. Jr now bore N. E. ; it lies in latitude 
39" iff S. longitude 185” ij'W. i and I named it Mount 
Egmont, in honour of the Earl. It feems to have a large 
bafe and to rife with a gradual afeent ; it lies near the fea, 
and 'is furrounded by a flat counuy, of a pleafant appear- 
ance, being clothed with verdure and wood, which renders 
it the more confpicuous, and the fhore under it forms a 
large cape, which 1 have named C.trr Egmont. It lies 
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S.SAV. |W. twenty-feven leagues diftant from Albetrofs Point, 
and on the north fide of it are two fmall iflands, which lie near 
a remarkable point on the main, that rifes to a confidcrablc. 
height in the form of a fugar-loaf. To the fouthward of the 
Cape, the land trends away S.E. by E. and S.S.E. and feems 
to be every where a bold (hore. At noon, Cape Egmont bore 
about N.E. ; and in this direction, at about four leagues from 
the fhore, we had forty fathom of water. The wind during 
the reft of the day was from \V. to N.W. by \V. and we con- 
tinued to fleer along the fhore S. S. E. and S. E. by E. keep- 
ing at the diftance of between two and three leagues. At 
half an hour after feven, we had, another tranfient view of 
Mount Edgcombe, which bore N. 17 \V. diftant about ten 
leagues. 

At five the next morning, we fleered S. E. 'by S. the coaft 
inclining more foutherly ; and in about half an hour, we 
faw land bearing SAY. by S. for which we hauled up. At 
noon the north weft extremity of the land in fight bore 1 
S. 63 W. and fome high land, which had the appearance of 
an ifland lying under the main, bore S.S.E. diftant five 
leagues. We were now in a bay, the bottom of which bear- 
ing fouth we could not fee, though it was clear in that quar- 
ter. Our latitude by obfervation was 40° 27' S. longitude 
184. 8 yj W. At eight in the evening, we were within two 
leagues of the land which we had difeovered in the morn- 
ing, having run ten leagues fince noon : the land which then 
bore S. 63 \V. now bore N. 59 W. at the diftance of feven or 
eight leagues, and had the appearance of an ifland. Between 
this land and Cape Egmont lies the bay, the weft fide 
which was our fituation at this time, and the land here is of 
a confiderable height, and diverfified by hill and valley. 
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S.S.W.^W. twenty-fcven leagues diftant from Albenofs Point, 
and on the north fide of it arc two fmall iflands, which lie near 
a remarkable point on the main, that rifes to a confiderable 
height in the form of a fugar-loaf. To the fouthward of the 
Cape, the land trends away S.E. by E. and S.S. E. and feems 
to be every where a bold fhore. At noon, Cape Egmont bore 
about N.E. j and in this direction, at about four leagues from 
the fhore, we had forty fathom of water. The wind during 
the reft of the day was from W. to N. W. by W. and we con- 
tinued to fleer along the fhore S. S. E. and S. E. by E. keep- 
ing at the diftance of between two and three leagues. At 
half an hour after feven, we had. another tranfient view of 
Mount Edgcombe, which bore N. 1 7 W. diftant about ten 
leagues. 
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Sunday 14 five the next morning, we fleered S. E. by S. the coaft 

inclining more foutherly ; and in about half an hour, we 
faw land bearing S.W. by S. for which we hauled up. At 
noon the north weft extremity of the land in fight bore * 
S. 63 W. and fome high land, which had the appearance of 
an lfland lying under the main, bore S.S. E. diftant five 
leagues. We were now in a bay, the bottom of which bear- 
ing fouth wc could not fee, though it was clear in that quar- 
ter. Our latitude by obfervation was 40° 27' S. longitude 
184;° yi* W. At eight in the evening, wc were within two 
leagues of the land which we had difeovered in the morn- 
ing, having run ten leagues fince noon : the land which then 
bore S. 63 W. now bore N. 59 W. at the diftance of feven or 
eight leagues, and had the appearance of an ifland. Between 
this land and Cape Egmont lies the bay, the weft fide of 
which was our fituation at this time, and the land here is of 
a confiderable height, and diverfified by lull and valley* 
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TranfaBitms in ^ueen Charlotte's Sound : Paffage through 
the Streight which divides tie two IJlands , and hack to 
Cape Turnagain : Horrid Cujlom of the Inhabitants : 
Remarkable Melody of Birds : A Vift to a Heppah, and 
tnany other Particulars. 

T HE fhore at this place feemed to form feveral bays, into 
one of which I propofed to carry the fhip, which was . 
become very foul, in order to careen her, and at the fame 
’ time repair fome defefls, and recruit our wood and water. 

With this view, I kept plying on and off all night, having 
from eighty to fixty-three fathom. At day break the next 
morning, I flood for an inlet which runs in S.W.; and at MdJ,,,,-. 
eight I got within the entrance, which may be known by a ■ 
reef of rocks, ftretching from the north weft point, and fome 
rocky Elands which lie off the fouth call point. At nine 
o’clock, there being little wind, and what there was being 
variable, we weie carried by the tide or current within two 
cables' length of the north weft (hore, where we had flfty-four 
fathom water, but by the help of our boats we got clear. 

Juft at this time we faw a fca-lion rife twice near the (horn 
the head of which exaftly refembled that of the male which 
has been deferibed in the Account of Lord Anfon's Voyage. 

We alfo faw fome of the natives in a canoe crofa the bay, and 
a village Ctuated upon the point of an illand which lies feven 
or eight miles within the entrance. At noon, we were the 
length of this illand, but there being little wind, the boats 
** „ wrrt* 
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CHAP. VI. 

* TranfaElions in $ueen Charlottes Sound : Pajfage through 
- the Streight which divides the two IJlatids , and bach to 
Cape Turnagain : Horrid CuJlojn of the Inhabitants ; 
Remarkable Melody of Birds ; A Vifit to a Heppah , and 
many other Particulars . 

T HE fhore at this place Teemed to form feveral bays, into ,^ ?0< 
one of which I propofed to carry the fhip, which was r J aBM «y. 
become very foul, in order to careen her, and at the fame Sunday, 
time repair fome defects, and recruit our wood and water. 

With this view, I kept plying on and off all night, having 
from eighty to fixty-three fathom. At day break the next 
morning, Iflood for an inlet which runs in S.W. ; and at 
eight I got within the entrance, which may be known by a • 
reef of rocks, firetching from the north well point, and fome 
rocky iflands which lie off the foutli eaft point. At nine 
o’clock, theie being little wind, and what there was being 
vatiable, we wcie carried by the tide or current within two 
cables’ length of the north weft fhore, where we had fifty-four 
fathom water, but by the help of our boats we got clear. 

Juft at this time we faw a fea-lion rife twice near the fhore^ 
the head of which exaftly referabled that of the male which 
has been deferibed in the Account of Lord An Ton’s Voyage. 

We alfo faw fome of the natives in a tanoc crofs the bay, and 
a village fituated upon the point of an ifland which lies feven 
or eight miles within the entrance. At noon, we were the 
length of this ifland, but there being little wind, the boats 
Vol. II. 3 D were 
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TranfaElions in ^tteen Charlottes Sound : Paffagc through 
the Streight which divides the two IJIands, and hack to 
Cape Turnagain : Horrid Cujlom of the Inhabitants : 
Remarkable Melody of Birds : A Vif.t to a Heppah, and 
many other Particulars. 

T HE Ihore at this place feemed to form feveral bays, into ,,- 0 _ 
one of which I propofed to carry the fhip, which was , 
become very foul, in order to careen her, and at the fame s "« dl r.'( 
time repair fome defects, and recruit our wood and water. 

With this view, I kept plying on and off all night, having 
from eighty to toy-three fathom. At day-break the neat 
morning, I flood for an inlet which runs in S. W. ; and at M bj,, 
eight I got within the entrance, which may be known by a 
reef of rocks, firetching from the north well point, and fome 
rocky lflands which lie ofF the foutli call point. At nine 
o’clock, thei e being little wind, and what there was being 
vaiiable, we weie carried by the tide or current within two 
cables’ length of the north weft fhore, whet c we had fifty-four 
fathom water, but by the help of our boats we got clear. 

Juft at this time we faw a fca-lion rife twice near the fhore ( 
the head of which exaflly refembled that of the male which 
has been defenbed in the Account of Lord Anfon’s Voyage. 

We alio faw fome of the natives in a canoe crofs the bay, and 
a village fituated upon the point of an ifland which lies feven 
or eight miles within the entrance. At noon, we were the 
length of this ifland, but there being little wind, the boats 
Vol.II. 3D were 
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were ordered ahead to tow. About one o’clock, we hauled 
clofe round the fouth weft end of the ifland ; and the inha- 
bitants of the village which was built upon it, were imme- 
diately up in arms. About two, we anchored in a very fafe- 
■and convenient cove, on the north weft fide of the bay, and 
facing the fouth weft end of the ifland, in eleven fathom, 
water, with foft ground, and moored with the ftream anchor. 

We were about four long cannon fhot diftant from the 
the village or Heppah, from which four canoes were imme- 
diately. difpatched, as we imagined to reconnoitre,, and if 
they Ihould find tliemfelves able, to take us. The men 
were all well armed, and drefled nearly as they are re- 
prefented in the figure publilhed by Tafman ; two corners 
of the cloth which they wrapped round the body were palled 
over the flioulders from behind, and being brought down to 
the upper edge of it before, were made fad to it juft under 
the breaft; but few, or none, had feathers in their hair. 
They rowed round thc.fliip feveral times, with their ufual 
tokens of menace and defiance, and at laft began the aflault 
by throwing fome ftones : Tupia cxpoftulated with them, 
but apparently to very little purpofe ; and we began to fear 
that they would oblige us to fire at them, when a very old. 
man in one of the boats expreffcd a defire of coming on 
board. We gladly encouraged him in his defign, a rope was. 
thrown into his canoe, and Jhe was immediately alongfide 
oF the Ihip : the old man rofe up, and prepared to come up 
the ftiip’s fide, upon which all the reft expoftulated with 
great vehemence againft the attempt, and at laft laid hold of 
him, and held him back : he adhered however to his purpofe- 
with a calm but fteady pet feveran«e, and liaving at length 
difengaged himfelf, he' came on boaid. We received him. 
with all poflible expreftions of friendlhip and ktndnefs, and 

after 
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^.Ttcr fome time difmifled him, with many prefen ts to his *770. 
companions. As foon as he was returned on hoard his ca- 
noe, the people in all the reft began to dance, but whether Monday 1J ' 
-as a. token of enmity or fiiendfhip we could not ceitamly 
•determine, 'for we had feen them dance in a difpofition both 
tfor peace and war. In a fliort time,' however, they retired 
to theit fort, and foon after I went on Ihore, with mod of 
the gentlemen, at the bottom of the cove; a-breaft of the 
iliip. 

We found a 'fine ilrcam'of excellent water, and wood in 
the‘greateft plenty, for the land here was one forefti of vaft 
extent. As we brought the feihe with us, we hauled it once 
or twice, and with fucli fuccefs that we caught near three 
hundred weight of fifh of different forts, which was equally 
diftributed among the /hip’s company. 

At day-break, while we were bufy in careening the /hip, TueCity 16, 
tlnce canoes'came off to us, having on board above a hun- 
dred men, befides feveral of, their women, which we were 
pleafed to fee, as in general it is a fign of peace ; but they 
foon afterwards became very troublefome, and gave us rea- 
son to apprehend fome mifehief fiom them to the people 
that were in our boats alongfidfe the flup. While we were 
in this fituation, the long-boat was fent aflioic with fomc 
water cafks, ind fome of the canoes attempting to follow 
her, we found it neccfiary to intimidate them hy firing fame 
• final 1 ihot* we were at fuch a diftance that it was impofTible 
■to hurt them, yet our reproof had its effeift, and they defifted 
from the purfuir. They had fome fifh in their canoes which 
they now offered to fell, anti which, though it flunk, we 
confented to buy: for this purpofc a man in a fmall boat was 
fent'among them, and they traded for fome time very fairly. 

At length, however, one of them watching his oppoi trinity, 

. 3 D 2 * fnatchcd 
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i 77 °* . fnatched at fome paper which our market-man held in his 
^ January am j miffing it, immediately put himfelf in a pofturc 

Tucfda} 115. o £ defence, flouriffiing his patoo-p'atoo, and making fhotv as 
if he was about to ftrike ; fome fmall fhot were then fired at 
him from the ffiip, a few of which ftruck him upon the 
knee : this put an end to our trade, but the Indians flill con- 
tinued near the ffiip, 'rowing round her many times, and 
converfing with Tupia, chiefly concerning the traditions 
they had among them with refpeft to the antiquities of their 
country. . To this fubjedb they were led by the enquiries 
which Tupia had been directed to make, whether they had 
ever feen fuch a vcflel as ours, or had ever heard that any 
fuch had been upon their coafl. Thefe enquiries were all 
anfwered in the negative, fo that tradition has preferved 
among them no memorial of Tafman ■, though, by an ob- 
fervation made this day, we find that we are only fifteen 
miles fouth of Murderer’s bay, our latitude being 41 0 s' 
and Murderer’s bay, according to his account, being 40 0 50'. 

The <vomen in thefe canoes, and fome of the men, had a 
head drefs which we had not before feen. It confifted of a 
bunch of black feathers, made up in a round form, and tied 
upon the top of the head, which it intirely covered, and 
made it twice as high, to appearance, as it was in reality. 

After dinner, I went in the pinnace with Mi. Banks, Dr. 
Solander, Tupia, and fome others, into another cove, about 
two miles diftant from that in which the ffiip lay: in our- 
way we' faw fomething floating upon the water, which we 
took for a dead feal, but upon rowing up to it, found it to 
be the body of a woman, which to all appearance had been 
dead fome days. We proceeded to our cove, where we went 
on fhore, and found a fmall family of Indians, who ap- 
peared to he greatly terrified at our approach, and all ran 
2 _ away 
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away except one. A converfation between, this^ perfon and 1770. 
Tupia foon brought back the red, except an old* man and a . . 

child, who dill kept aloof, but dood peeping at us from the Tt,ef,Ji)r * 6 
woods. Of thefc people, our curiofity naturally led us to 
enquire after the body of the woman which, we had feen 
floating upon the water : and they acquainted us, by Tupia, 
that die was a relation, who had died a natural death ; and 
that, according to their cudom, they had tied a done to the 
body, and thrown it into the fca, which done, they fup- 
pofed, had by fome accident been difengaged. 

This family, when we came on diore, was employed in 
drefling fome provifions: the body of a dog was at this time 
buried in their oven, and many provifion bafleets dood near 
it. Having cad our eyes carelcfsly into one of thefe, as we 
pafled it, we faw two bones pretty cleanly picked, which 
did not feem to be the bones of a dog, and which, upon a 
nearer examination, wc diCco vered to be thofe of a human 
body. At this fight wc were druck with horror, though it was 
only a confirmation of what we had heard many times fince 
wc arrived upon this coad. As we could have no doubt but 
the bones were human, neither could we have any doubt 
but that the-flefli which covered them had been eaten. They 
were found in a proufion baiket} the flefli that remained 
appeared manifedly to have been d re fled by fire, and in the 
gr idles at the end, were the marks of the teeth which had 
gnawed them: to put an end however to conjecture, founded 
upon circumftances and appearances, we direfted Tupia to 
afle what bones They were ; and the Indians, without the 
lead hefitation, anfwered, the bones of a man: they were 
then afkcd what was become of the flefb, and they replied 
that they had eaten it, but, faid Tupia, why did jou not cat 
the body of the woman which we faw floating upon the 
water: the woman, faid they, died of difeafe; befides, /he 

was 
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of each other.' This wild melody was infinitely fuperior to 
any that we had ever heard of the fame kind; it feemed to < 
he like fmall bells, mod exquifhely tuned, and perhaps the ' 
tl ifiance, and the water between, might be no fmall advan- 
tage to the found. Upon enquiry, we weie informed that 
the birds here always began to fing about two houis after 
midnight, and continuing their mufick till fun-rife, were,, 
like our nightingales, filent the refl of the day. In the fore- 
noon, a fmall canoe came off from the Indian village to the" 
fhip, and among rhofe that were in it, was the old man who- 
had fird come on board at our arrival in the bay. As foon 
as it came alongfide, Tupia "renewed the converfation, thar 
had paffed the day before, concerning their practice of eating 
human flefh, during which they repeated what they had 
told us already: but, faid Tupia, where are the heads * do 
you eat them too > Of the heads, faid the old man, we eat 
only the brains, and the next time 1 come I will bring fome 
of them to convince you that what we have told you is 
truth. After fome farther converfation between thefe people 
and Tupia, they told him that they expedted their enemies 
to come very fhortly, to revenge the death of the feven men 
whom they had killed and eaten. 


On the T8th, the Indians were more quiet rhanufual, no Thuifibyi?. 
canoe came near the fhip, nor did we fee oneof them moving 
on the ihore, their fifhing, and other ufual occupations 
being totally fufpended. We thought they expefted an 
attack on this day, and therefore attended more diligently to 
■what paffed on fhore ; but we faw nothing to gratify our 
eunofity. 

After breakfaft, we went out in the pinnace, to take a 
view of the bay, which was of vaft extent, and confided of 
numberlefs fmall harbours and coves, in every direction : we 
7 confined 
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i^o. 6\ir relatiofi, and we Cat only the bodies of our enemies, 

, j a .y ry ‘ . who are killed in battle. Upon enquiry who the man was 
adcfdiy 1 6. ^ vll0 p e ^ ones W e hhd foundj they told us, that about five 
days before, a boat belonging to their enemies came into the 
bay, with many perfons on board, and that this man was 
one df feven wliom they had killed. Though ftronger evi- 
deh'ce of this hbrnd practice prevailing aniong the inhabit- 
ants of this cOdft will fcarcely be required, we have flill 
flronger to give. t)ne of us afked if they had any human 
bones with the flefh remaining upon them, and upon their 
arlrtvcring life that all had been eaten, we affected to difbe- 
hCvd that the b6nes Were human, and laid that they were 
the hones of a dog ; upon which one of the Indians with 
fome eagernefs took hold of his own fore-arm, and thru fling 
it towards us, faid, that the bdne which Mr. Banks held in 
his hand had belonged to that part of a human body; at 
the fame time, to convince us that the fleih had been eaten, 
he took hold of his own arm with’his teeth, and made fhew 
of eating - he alfo bit and gnawed the bone which Mr. Banks 
had taken, drawing it through his mouth, and fhewing, by 
figfis, that it had afforded a delicious repaft ; the bone was 
then returned to Mr. Banks, and lie brought it away with 
him. Among the perfons of this family, there was a woman 
who had her arms, legs, and thighs frightfully cut in feve- 
tal places $ ahd we were told that ihe had inflicted the 
woitrids upon herfelf, in token of her grief for the lofs of 
her hufband, who had been lately killed and eaten by their 
enemies, who had come from fome place to the eaflward, 
towards which the Indians pointed. 

The fhip la> at the diflancc of fomewhat lefs than a quar- 
W«4nef. 17, ter of a mile from the fliore, and m the morning \\C were 
awakened by the fmgmg of the birds the number was in- 
credible, and they feemed to drain their throats in emulation 

of 
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of each other. This wild melody wps infinitely fuperior to 
any that we had ever heard of the fame kind; it Teemed to - 
be like fmall bells, mod exquifitely tuned, and pet haps the ' 
d i fiance, and the water between, might be no fmall advan- 
tage to the found. Upon enquiry, we were informed that 
the birds here always began to fing about two hours after 
midnight, and continuing their mufick till' fun-rife, were*, 
like our nightingales, filent the reft of the day. In the fore- 
noon, a fmall canoe came off from the Indian village to the - 
fhip, and among thofe that were in ir, was the old man who 
had firft come on board at our arrival in the bay. As foon 
as it came alongfide, Tupia "renewed the convcrfation, that 
had paffed the day before, concerning their pra&ice of eating 
human flefh, during which they repeated what they had 
told us already: but, faid Tupia, where are the heads? ,do- 
you cat them too > Of the heads, faid the old man, we eat 
only the brains, and the next time 1 come 1 will bring fome 
of them to convince you that what we have told you is 
truth. After fome farther convcrfation between thefe people 
and Tupia, they told him that they expc&ed their enemies 
to come very fhortly, to revenge the death of the feven men 
whom they had killed and eaten. 


On the x8th, the Indians were more quiet thanufual, no Thurfoyi?. 
canoe came near the fhip, nor did we fee one of them moving 
on the fhorc, their fifhing, and other ufual occupations 
being totally fufpended. AVe thought they expefted an 
attack on this day, and therefore attended more diligently to 
what paffed on fhore > but we favv nothing to gratify our 
euriofity. 

After breakfaft, we went out in the pinnace, to take a 
view of the bay, which was of vaft extent, and confided of 
numberlcfs fmall harbours and coves, in every direction : we 
7 confined 
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confined onr excurfion, however, to the wettcrn fide, and 
the country being an impenetrable foreft wheie we landed, 
we could fee nothing worthy of notice: we killed, however, 
a good number of fbaggs, which we faw fitting upon their 
netts'in the trees, and which, whether roatted or Hewed, we 
confidcred as very good provifion. As we' were returning, 
we faw a Angle man in a canoe fifliing ; ty e rowed up to 
him, and to otir great furprize he took not the leaft notice 
of us, but even when we were alongfide of him, continued 
to follow his occupation, without adverting to us any more 
than if we had been invifiblc. He did not, however, appear 
to be either filllen or ftupid: we rcquefted him to draw up 
his net, that we might examine it, and he readily complied : 
it was of a circular form, extended by two hoops, and about 
feven or eight feet in diameter: the top was open, and fea- 
ears weie fattened to the bottom as a bait: this he let down 
fo as to lie upon the ground, and when he thought fitti 
enough were aflembled over it, he drew it up by a very 
gentle and even motion, fo that the fi(h rofe with it, fcarcely 
fenfiblc that they were lifted, till they came very i ear the 
furface of the water, and then were brought out in the net 
by a fudden jerk. By this fimple method he had caught 
abundance of fifh, and indeed they are fo plenty in this bay, 
that the catching them requires neither much labour nor 
art. 

This day, fomc of our people found in the Ikirts of the 
wood, near a hole or oven, three human hip-bones, which 
they brought on board ; a farther proof that thefe people eat 
human flefh: Mr. Monkhoufe, our Surgeon, alfo Broughton 
board, fiom a place wheie he faw many deferred houfes, the 
hair of a man’s head, which he had found, among many 
other things, tied up to the branches of trees. 

Xn 
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In the morning v of the 19th, we fct up the armourer’s 1770. 

forge to repair the braces of the tiller, and other iron-woik, v Januar/ j 
all hands on hoard being Rill bufy. in careening, and other Pnd3y ' s * 
neceflary operations about the veflel : this day, fome Indians 
came on boaid from another part of the bay, where they 
faid there was a town which we had not feen: they brought 
plenty of fiffi, which” they fold for nails, having now ac- 
quired fome notion of their ufe ; and in this trafiick no un- 
fair practice was attempted. 

In the morning of the 20th, our old man kept his promife, Saturdays^ 
and brought on board four of the heads of the feven people 
who had been fo much the fubjeiR of our enquiries : the hair 
and flefli were entire, but we perceived that the brains had 
been cxtra&ed j the flelh was fofr, but had by fome method 
been preferved from putrcfa<5tion,‘ for it had no difagreeablc 
fmell. Mr. Banks purchafed one of them, but they fold it 
with great relu&ance, and could not by any means be pre- 
vailed upon to part with a fecond ; probably they may be 
preferved as trophies, like the fealps in Amciica, and ihc 
jaw-hones in the iflands of the South Seas. Upon examining 
the head which had been bought by Mr. Banks, wc perceh cd 
that it had received a blow upon the temples, which had 
fra&uied the iktill. This day wc made another cxcur/ion in 
the pinnace, to furvey the bay, but wc found no flat large 
enough fora potatoe garden, nor could wc difeover the’leafl 
appearance of cultivation: we met not a Angle Indian, but 
found an excellent harbour; and about eight o’clock in the 
evening returned on boaid the fliip. 

On the 21ft, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr went a Rfliing Saa4iy 2U 
with hook and line, and caught an immenfe quantity every 
where upon the rocks, in between four and fue fathom 
water: the feine was hauled every night, and feldom failed 
Vol. II. 3 E - t0 
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1770* to fupply the whole Ihip’s company with as much fifli as tliey 

* Ja0 “ ar>, .> could eat. This day all the people had leave to go on fhore"'' 
Su&d&y ii. at watering-place, and divert themfelves as they fhould* 
think proper. 

Monday 22, in. the morning of the esd, I fet out again in the pinnace v 
accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, with a defign 
to examine the head of the inlet, but after rowing about four 
or five leagues without fo much as coming in fight of it, the 
wind being contrary, and the day half fpent, we went on. 
ihore on the fouth eaft fide, to try what might be difcovered 
from the hills. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander immediately employed them- 
felves in botanizing near the beach, and I, taking a feamarr 
with me, afcended one of the hills: when I reached the' 
fummit, I found a view’ of the inlet intercepted by hills, 
which in that dire&ion rofe Hill higher, and which were 
lendeied inacceffible by impenetrable woods j I was, how- 
ever, abundantly compenfated for my labour, for I faw the 
fea on the eaftern fide of the country, and a pafiage leading 
from it to that on the weft, a little to the eaftward of the en- 
trance of the inlet where the fhip now lay. The main land 
which lay on the fouth eaft fide of this inlet, appeared to be 
a narrow ridge of very high hills, and to form part of the 
fouth weft fide of the fit eight; the land on the oppofite fide 
appeared to trend away eaft as far as the eye could reach ; 
and to the fouth eaft there appealed to be an opening to the 
fea, which wafhed the eaftem coaft: on the eaft fide of the 
inlet alfo I faw forae iflands which I had before taken to be 
part of the main land. Having made this difeovery, I de- 
fended the hill, and as foon as we had taken feme refrefh- 
ment r we fet out on our return to the fhip. In our way, we 
examined the harbours and coves which, lie behind the 

iflands 
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iflands that I had difcovered from the hill ; and in this rout 1770. 
we faw an old village, in which there were, many houfcs , ^ anUaf), ‘ J . 
that Teemed to have been long deferred: wealfo faw another Monday ' 2 ** 
village which was inhabited, but the day was too far fpent 
for us to vifit it, and we theiefore made the bed of our way 
to the fhip, which we reached between eight and nine o’clock 
at night. 

The 23d I employed in canying on a furvey of the place j maty 23 , 
and upon one of the iflands where I landed, I faw many 
houfes which feemed to have been long deferred, and no ap- 
pearance of any inhabitant. 

On the 24th, we went to vifit our friends at the Hippah or WcdncC a<, 
village on the point of the ifland near the fliip’s ftation, who 
had come off to us on our firfl arrival in the bay. They re- 
ceived us with the utmofl: confidence and civility, ihewing us 
evei y part of their habitations, which were commodious and 
neat. The ifland or rock on which this town is fituated, is 
'divided from the main by a breach orfiflure fo nanow, that 
a man might almoft: leap from one to the other- the fides of 
it are everywhere fo ftcep as to render the artificial fortifica- 
tion of thefe people almoft unneceflary: there was,- how- 
ever, one flight pallifade, and one fmall flghting-flage, to- 
wards that part of the rock wheie accefs was lead difficult. 

The people here brought us out fevepl human bones, the 
flelh of which they had eaten, and offered them to Tale ; for 
the curiofity of thofe among us who had purchafed them as 
memorials of the horrid prafUcc which many, notwithftand- 
ing the reports of travellers, have profefled not to believe, 

'had rendered them a kind of article of trade. In one part of 
this village wc obferved, not without Tome furprize, a crofs 
cxa&Iy like that of a crucifix ; it was -adorned with feathers, 

3 E z and 
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177c* and upon our enquiring for what purpofe it had been, fet up» 
• we weie told that it was a monument for a man who was 
vvednef, 24. we j iac j fo e f oie underftood that their deaH were not bu- 

ried, but thrown into the fca j but to our enquiry how the 
hody of the man had been thfpofed of, to whofe memory 
this ciofs had been eredted, they refufed to anfwer. 

When we left thefe people, we went to the other end of 
the ifland, and there taking water, ci oiled over to the main, 
where we faw fcveral houfes, but no inhabitants, except a 
icw in fome flraggling canoes, that feemed to be fifhing. 
Aftei viewing this place, we returned on board the fhip to 
dinner. 

During our vifit to the Indians this day, Tupia being al- 
ways of our party, they had been obferved to be continually 
talking of guns, and ihooting people: for this fubjedt of 
their converfation we could not at all account $ and it had 
fo much engaged our attention, that we talked of it aU the 
way back, and even after we got on board the fhip : we had 
perplexed ourfelves with various conjectures, which were all 
given up in their turn ; but now we learnt, that on the 
cift one of our officers, upon pretence of going out to fiih, 
had rowed up to the Hippah, and that two or three canoes 
coming off towards his boat, his fears fuggefted that an 
attack was intended, in confequencc of which three mufkecs 
were fired, one with fmall Ihot, and two with "ball, at the 
Indians, who retired with the utmoft precipitation, having 
probably come out with friendly intentions, for luch their 
behaviour both before and afterwards expreffcd, and having 
no reafon to expedl fuch treatment from people who had al- 
ways behaved to them not only with humanity, but kind- 
nefs, and to whom they were not confeious of having given 
offence. 


On 
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On tlic 25th, I made another excurfion along the coaft, in 
the pinnace, towards the mouth of the inlet, accompanied by > Januafy '_ f 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, and going on fliore at a little 7hurC? *>’ 2 i» 
cove, to flioot fliaggs, we fell in with a large family of In- 
dians, whofe cuflom it is to difpcrfe themfelves among the 
different creeks and coves, where fi{h is to be procured in 
the greateft plenty, leaving a few only in the Hippab, to 
which the red repair in times of danger. Some of thefe 
people came out a good way to meet us, and ga\e us an in- 
vitation to go with them to the reft of their party, which we 
readily accepted. We found a company of about thirty, 
men, women, and childien, who received us with all pof- 
fible demonflrations of friendfhip: we difhibuted among 
them a few ribands and beads, and in return, received the 
kiffes and cmbiaces of both foxes, both young and old: they 
gave us alfo fomc fifh, and after a little time we returned, 
much pleafed with our new acquaintance. 

In the morning of the 26th, 1 Went again out in the boar, Fn^yzS. 
with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, and entered one of the 
bays, which lie on the cafl fide of the inlet, in order to get 
another fight of the fheiglir, which palled between the 
eaftern anti weftern feas. For this purpofe, having landed at 
a convenient place, we climbed a hill of very confidcrable 
height, from which we had a full view of it, \\ nil the land 
on the oppofite fliore, which we judged to be about four 
leagues diftant; but as it was hazey in the horizon, we 
could not fee far to the fouth call : I refolved however to 
fearch the paflage with the fhip, as foon as I fhould put to 
fca. Upon the top of this hill we found a parcel of loofe 
Hones, with which we erected a pyramid, and left in it fome 
mufket balls, fmallfhot, beads, and other things, which we 
happened to have about us, that were likely to Hand the tell 
of time, and not being of Indian workmanfliip, would con- 
vince 
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1770. vince any European who fiiould come to the place and pull 
^ January- ^ j t <jown, that other natives of Europe had been there before 
•Fnday 26. - ^viien thiswas done, wedefcended the hill, and made 

a comfortable meal of the fhaggs and filli which our guns and 
lines had piocuredus, and which weic dreflcd by the boat’s 
crew in a place that we had appointed : in this place we 
•found another Indian family, who received us, as ufual } 
■with firong exprcffions of kindncfs and pleafure, flicwing us 
where to procure water, and doing us fuch other good-offices 
as weie in their power. From this place we went to the 
town, of which the Indians had told us, who vifited us on 
•the 19th: this, like that which we had feen before, was 
built .upon a fmall ifland or rock,’ fo difficult of accefs, that 
we gratified our curiofity at the ri/k of our necks. The In- 
dians here alfo received us with open arms, carried us to 
•every part of the place, and /hewed us all that it contained: 
this town, like the other, confifted of between eighty and an 
hundred houfes, and had only one fighting-ftage. We hap- 
pened to have with us a few nails and ribands, and forae 
paper, with which our guefls weic fo gratified, that at our 
coming away they filled our boat with dried fifh, of which 
we perceived they had laid up great quantities. 

Sunday 28 ^he *7* an d 28th were /pent in refitting the fliip for the 
fea, fixing a tranfom for the tiller, getting Hones on board to 
put into the bottom of the bread-room, to bring the /hip 
more by the Hern, in repairing the cafks, and catching fi/h. 
Monday j 9 . On the 29th, we received a vifit from our old man, whofe 

name we found to be Topaa, and three other natives, with 
whomTupia had much converfation. The old man told us, 
that one of the men who had been fired upon by the officer 
who had vifited their Kippah, under pretence of fifliing, was 
dead ; but to my great comfort I afterwards difeovered that 
<his report was not true, and that if Topaa’s difeourfes were 
- 6 .taken 
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taken literally, they -would frequently lead ns into miftakes. i?jo. 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were feveral times on fhore ■ 
during the laft two or three days, not without fuccefs, but Mon<ia t*9- 
greatly circumfcribcd in their walks by climbers of a mod 
luxuriant growth, which were fo interwoven together, as to 
fill up the fpace between the trees about which they grew, 
and render the woods altogether impaflable. This day alfo 
I went on fhore again myfelf,, upon the weftern point of the 
inlet, and from a hill of confiderable height, I had a view 
of the coaft to the N. W. The farthcfl land I could fee in 
that quarter, was an ifland which lias been mentioned be- 
fbic, ac tlie didance of about ten leagues, lyingnot far from 
the main: between this iflandand the place where I flood, T 
difeovered, clofe under the fhore, feveral other iflands, form- 
ing many bays, in which there appeared to be good an- 
chorage for fhipping. After I had fet off the different points- 
for my furvey, I eroded another pile of Hones, in which I 
left a piece of filvcr coin, with fomemufket balls and beads, 
and a piece of an old pendant flying on the top. In my re- 
turn to the fhip, I made a viftt to feveral of the natives, 
whom I faw along the fhore, and purchafcd a fmall quantity 
offifh. 

On the 30th, early in the morning, I fenfa boat to one of Tueiiiayso.- 
the iflands for celery, and while the people were gathering 
it, about twenty of the natives, men, women, and children, 
landed near fomc empty huts: as loon as they were oa 
fhore, five or fix of the women fat down upon the ground 
together, and began to cut their legs, arms, and faces, with 
fhclls, and fliarp pieces of talc orjafper, in a tcirible man- 
ner. Our people undciflood that their luifbands had lately, 
been killed by their enemies ; but while they were perform- 
ing this horrid ceremony, the men fet about repairing the 
huts, with die utmoft negligence and unconcern. 

The 
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1770 ihe caipenter having prepaied two ports to be left as me- 
v anB - y . monals of our having v ifited this place, I ordered them to be 
ivrday 30 in fcnbed with the Ihip’s name, and the year and month , one 
of them I fet up at the watering-place, hoiftmg the Union 
flag upon the top of it , and the other I earned over to the 
Aland that lies neaiefl: to the fea, called by the natives Mo- 
tuara I went fiift to the village or Hippah, accompanied 
by Mr Monkhoufe and Tupia, where I met with our old 
man, and told him and feveral others, by means of Tupia, 
that we were come to fet up a mark upon the lfland, in order to 
fhow to any othei fhip which fhould happen to come thither, 
that we had been there befoie To this the) readil) con- 
fented, and promifed that they nevei would pull it down I 
then gave fomethmg to everyone piefent, and to the old 
man I gave a filvei threepence, dated 1736, and fome fpike 
nails, with the king’s broad nnow cut deep upon them, 
things which I thought mod lihclv to remain long among 
them I then took the port to the higheft pait of the ifland, 
and after firing it firmly in the giound, I Iioirtcd upon it the 
Union-flag, and honoured this inlet with the name of Oufcn 
Chvxjx>tte*8 Souf-D, at the fame time taking foinul pof- 
feflion of this and th$ adjacent countr) , in tlie name and for 
the ufe of his Mnjefty King George the Third Wc then 
•diank a bottle of wme to her Majcfty s health and gave the 
bottle to the old man who had attended us up the hill, and 
who was mightily delighted with lus prefent 

While the poll was fetting up, we enquired of the old man 
concerning the paflage into the caftein fea, the cxiflence of 
which he confiimcd , and then afked him about the land to 
the S W of the (freight, where wc "re then fimated this 
land, he faid, confided of two W or iflands, which 

might be cucuij d in a i and which he 

called Tovx Pori the lucra ' n of this word 

4 s 
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3s « the -water of green talc.” and probably if we had under- w* 

Rood him better, we flusuld have found that Tovy Poenammoo 
•was the name of feme particular place where they got the rucfday3 °‘ 
green talc or Rone of which they make their ornaments and 
tools, and not a general name for the whole fouthern diftrift: 

-he faid, there was alfo a third Whcnnua, on the eaft fide of 
the ftreighr, the circumnavigation of which would take up 
many moons : this he called Eaheinomau'we; and to the 
land on the borders of the freight lie gave the name of 
Tiera Witte. Plaving fet up our poll, and procured this 
intelligence, we returned on board the fhip, and brought 
the old man with us, who was attended by his canoe, in 
which, after dinner, lie returned home. 

On the 31ft, having completed -our wooding, and filled all Wcdur, ji, 
our water calks, 3 fent out two parties, one to cut and make 
brooms, and another to catch filh. In the 'evening, we had 
a ftrong gale fiom the N. \V. with fuch a heavy rain that our 
little wild muficians on fhorc fufpended their fong, which 
till now we had conftantly heard during the night, with a 
,pleafure which it was impoffible to lofe without regret. 

On the 1 ft, the gale increafed to a llorm, with heavy gulls 
from the high land, one of which broke the hawfer, that 
we had fallcncd to the fhore, and obliged us to let go another 
anchor. Towards midnight, the gale became more rfcode- 
iate, hut the rain continued with fuch violence, that the 
brook which had fupplied us with water overflowed its 
banks, and carried away ten fmall calks which had been 
left there full of water, and notwithftanding we fearclied the 
whole cove, we could never recover one of them. 

•On the 3d, as I intended to fail the firfl oppoituniry, I went 
over to the Hippah on the eaft fide of the Sound, and pur- 
chafed a confiderable quantity of fplit and half-dried fifh, for 
~ Vox-. II. 3 £ fea 
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1770* Tea Jlores. The people here confirmed all that the old man 
. February ^ jiad to ld us concerning the flreiglit and the country, and 
Saturday 3. a k out noon \ took leave of them: fome of them feemed to 
be forry, and others glad, that we were going* the filh 
which I had bought they fold fieely, but there weic fome 
who fliewed manifeft figns of difapprobation. As we re- 
turned to the fliip, fome of us made an excurfion along the 
fliore to the northward, to traffick with the natives for a far- 
ther fupply of fifh ; in which, however, they had no great 
fuccefs. In the evening, we got every thing off from the 
• fhore, as I intended, to fail m the morning, but the wind 
would not permit. 

Sunday 4. On the 4th, while we were waiting fora wind, we amufed 
ourfelves by flfhing, and gathering Ihells and feeds of various 
Monday 5. kinds : and early in the morning of the 5th, we caft off the 
hawfer, hove fliort on the bower, and carried the hedge 
anchor out in order to warp the fliip out of the cove, which 
having done about two o’clock in the afternoon, we hove 
up the anchor and got under fail ; but the wind foon fail- 
ing, we were obliged to come to an anchor again a little 
above Motuara. When we were under fail, our old man 
Topaa came on hoard to take his leave of us, and as we were 
Hill delirous of making farther enquiries whether any me- 
mory of Tafman had been prefeived among thefe people, 
Tupia was directed to aik "him whether he had ever hcaid 
that fuch a veifel as ours had before vifited the country. To 
this lie replied in the negative, but faid, that his anceftors 
had told him there had once come to this place a fmall veflel, 
from a diftant country, called Ulimaroa, in which were 
four men, who, upon tlleir coming on fliore, were all 
killed- upon being afked where this diflant land lay, he 
pointed to the northward. Of Uliraaroa we had heard fome- 
tiung before, from the people about the Bay of Iflands, who 
4 faid 
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faid that their anceftors had vifttcd it; andTupiahad alfo 1770. 
talked to us of Ulimaroa, concerning which he had forne . rci>n ” >; \ 
confufed traditionary notions, not very different 'from thofc Mar ' iv 
of our old man, fo that we could draw no certain condufion 
from the accounts of cither. 

Soon after the ihip came to an anchor the fecond time, Mr. 

Banks and Dr. Solander went on fhore, to fee if any gleanings 
of natural knowlege remained, and by accident fell in with 
the moil agreeable Indian family they had feen, which 
afforded them a better opportunity of remarking the per- 
fonal fubordination among thefe people, than had before 
offered. The principal perfons were a widow, and a pretty 
boy about ten years old: the widow was mourning for her 
huiband with teat s of blood, according to their cuftom, and 
the child, by the death of its father, was become proprietor 
of the laud where we had cut our wood. The mother and 
the fon were fitting upon matts, and the reft of the family, 
to the number of ftstecn or fcventcen, of both feres, fat 
round them in the open air, for they did not appear to have 
anyhoufe, or other flicker from the weather, the inclemen- 
cies of which, cuftom has probably enabled them to endure 
without any lading inconvenience. Their whole behaviour 
was affable, obliging, and unfufpicious ; they prefented each 
perfon with fifh, and a brand of fire to drefs it, and preffed 
them many times to day till the morning, which they would 
certainly have done if they had not erpefled the ihip to fad, 
greatly regretting that they had not become acquainted with 
them fooner, as they made no doubt but that more knowlege 
of the manners and difpofition of the inhabitants of this 
country would have been obtained from them in a day, than 
they had yet been able to acquire during our whole flay upon 
the court. < 

3 F s 


On 



LIEUTENANT COOK’s VOYAGE 


* 77 °'* On the 6th, about fix o’clock in the morning, alight breeze 
fprung up at north, and wc again got under fail, but the 
Tuerday 6 . w * n( j p rov fog variable, wc reached nofanher than juft with- 
out Motuara ; in the afternoon, however, a more ftcady gale- 
at N. by W. fet us clear of the Sound, which I fliall now 
dqfcribc. 

The'entiance of Queen Charlotte’s Sound is fituated m la- 
titude 41 0 S. longitude 184° 45' W. and near the middle of 
the fouth weft fide of the flreight in which it lies. The land 
of the fouth enft head of the Sound, called by the native* 
Koamaroo, off which lie two fmall iflands and fomc rocks, 
makes the narrowed part of the flreight. From the north* 
weft head a reef of rocks runs out about two miles, in the- 
dirc&ion of N. E. by N. ; pait of which is above the water, 
and part below. By this account of the heads, the Sound 
will be fuflicicntly known: at the entrance, it is three leagues 
broad, and lies in S.W. by S.S.W. and VV.S.W. at leaft ten 
leagues, and is a collc&ion of fomc of the fineft harbours in 
the world, as will appear from the plan, which is laid down 
with all the accuracy that time and circumftanccs would ad- 
mit. The land forming the harbour or cove in which wc 
lay, is called by the natives Tot a a ranue : the hai hour itfelf, 
which I called Snip Cove, is not inferior to any in the Sound, 
<dd.vy: for css \ w tuis, on. we0. fide. o€ 

the Sound, and is the fouthermoft of three coves, that are 
fituated within the ifland of Motuara, which bears cafl of if. 

. Ship Cove may be entered, either between Motuara and a 
long ifland, called by the natives Hamotf, or between Mo- 
tuara and the weftern fhorc. In the laft of tliefe channels 
are two ledges of rocks, three fathom under water, which 
may cafily be known by the fca-wccd that grows upon thenr. 
In failing cither in or out of the Sound, with little wind, at- 
tention 
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tenrion muft be liad to the tides, which flow about nine or 1770- 
ten o’clock at the full and change of the moon, and rife and , Feb ! uary ^ 
fall between feven and eight feet perpendicularly. The flood TueHa)r6 ' 
comes in through the {height from the S.E. and fetsflrongly 
over upon the north weft head, and the rc'ef that lies off it : 
the ebb fets with flill greater rapidity to the S. E. over upon 
the rocks and iflands that lie off the fouth caft head. The 
variation of the compafs we found from good obfervation to- 
be 13° 5' E. 

The land about this found, which is of fuch a height thae 
we faw it at the diftance of twenty leagues, confifts wholly' 
of high hills and deep vallies, well ftored with a variety of 
excellent timber, fit for all purpofes except mails, for which 
it is too hard and heavy. The fea abounds with a variety of 
fifli, fo that without going out of the cove where we lay, w c 
caught every day, with the feine and hooks and lines, a quan- 
tity fufficient to ferve the whole fliip’s company : and along 
the fliore we found plenty of fhags, and a few other fpecies 
of wild-fowl, which thofe who have long lived upon fale 
provifions will not think defpicable food. 

The number of inhabitants fcarccly exceeds four hundred, 
and they live difperied along the fhores, where their food, 
confiding of fifli and fem roots, is moft ealily procured ; for 
we faw no cultivated ground. Upon any appearance of dan- 
ger, they retire to their Hippahs, or forts; in this fituation 
we found them, and in this fituation they continued forfome 
time after our arrival. In companfon of the inhabitants of 
other parts of this country, they are poor, and their canoes 
are without ornament : the little traffic we had with them 
was wholly for fifli, and indeed they had fcarcely any thing 
clfe to difpofe of. They feemed, however, to have fome 
knowlegc of iron, which the inhabitants of fome other parts 
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t77©. had not j for they willingly took nails for their fifh, and. 

Vtin*uy. ' /;, ract j tneg f CC med co prefer it to evei y thing elfc that \vc 
Tuefd*y 6 . CQU ^ 0 {f er> which had not always been the cafe They were 
at firll very fond of paper; but when they found that it was 
fpoiled by being wet, they would not take it: neither* did; 
they fee much value upon the cloth of Otalieite ; but Engl ilk 
broad cloth, and red kerfey, were in high eftimation. ; which 
{hewed that they had fenfe enough to appretiate the com- 
modities which we offered by their ufe, which is more than 
could be faid of fome of then neighbours, who made, a 
much better appearance. Their drefs has been mentioned 
already, particularly their large round lrcad-dreffes of fea- 
thers, which were far from being unbecoming. 

As foon as 'we got out of the Sound, I hood over to the 
cafUvard, in order to get the hi eight well open befoie the 
tide of ebb came on. At feven in the evening, the two 
fmall iflands which lie off Cape Koamaroo, the fouili eaft 
headol Queen Charlotte’s Sound, borccaft, ddlant about four 
miles* at this time it was nearly calm, and the tide of ebb 
fetting out, we were, in a very flioit time, carried by the ra- 
pidity of the ftream clofc upon one of the iflands, winch w T as 
a rock rifing alrnoft perpendicularly out of the fca: wc pei- 
ceived our danger increafc every moment, and had but one 
expedient to prevent qux beux^ dafhed. to pieces,, the hiccefs 
' of which a few minutes would determine. We were now 
vtfthin little more than a cable’s length of the rock, and had 
more than. fc\enty-five fathom water; but upon dropping 
an anchor, and \ coring about one hundied and fifty fathom 
of cable, the fliip was happily brought up : this, however, 
would not have faved us, if the. tide W'hich. fet S. by E. had 
nor, upon meeting with the ifiand, changed its dire&ioa 
to S.E. and carried us beyond the firfi point. In this 
fituation, wc were not abo\c two cables’ length from the 

rocks j 
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rocks ; and here we remained in the ftrength of the tide, 1770. 
which ffet to the S. E. after the rate of at leaft five miles an . Tebia>I Y\ 
hour, from a little after feven till near midnight, when ithe Tnefda) ' * 
tide abated, and we began to heave. By thxee in the morn- Wedn«f. 7 , 
ing the anchor was at the bows, and having a light breeze 
at N.W. \vc made fail for the caftern fhore; but the tide 
being again/! us, we made but link way: the wind however 
afterwards frefhened, and came to N. and N. E. with whieb f 
and the tide of ebb, we were in afhort time hurried through 
the narroweft part of the /height, and "then flood away for 
the fouthcrmo/l land we had in fight, which bore from ,vs 
S. by W. Over this land appeared a mountain of ftupendous* - 
height, which was covered with fnow. 

The narrowed part of the /height, through which we had 
been driven with fuch rapidity, lies between Cape Tiera- 
witte, on the coaft of Eahelnomauwe, and Cape Koamaroo : 
the diflance between them I judged to be between four or . 
five leagues, and notwithflanding the tide, now its ftrength 
is known, may be palled without much danger. It is how- 
ever fafeft to keep on the north call fhore, for on that fide 
there appeared to be nothing to fear* but on the other fhore 
there are not only the iftands and rocks'which lie off Cape 
Koamaroo, but a reef of rocks ftretching from thefe iftands 
fiv or feven miles to the fouthward, at the diftance of two or 
three miles from the fhore, which I had difeovered from the 
hill when I took my fecond view of the ftreight from the 
eaft to the weftern fea. The length of the ftreight we had 
paffed I fhall not pretend to aflign, but fome judgment may 
be formed of it from a view of the chart. 

About nine leagues north from Cape Tiera witte, and un- 
der the fame fhore, is a high and remarkable ifiand which 
may be diftin&ly feen from Queen Charlotte’s Sound, from 
- which 
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1770. -which it is diftant about fit or feven leagues. Tliis illand, 

. Ftbraa/y. . was not ; CC( j when SVC palled it on the 1 4th of January, 

Writer.;, j llave ca i] e( j p N TRv Isti. 

On the eaft fide of Cape Ticrawittc, die land trends away 
S. E. by E. about eight leagues, svhci e it ends in a point, and 
is the foutlicrmoA land on Ealieinomauwe. To this point I 
have given tl\e name of Cape Pai.liser, in honour of ray 
worthy friend Captain Pallifer. It lies in latitude 41'’ 34' S. 
longitude 183° s8"\V. and bore from us this day at noonS. 79 E. 
diftant about thirteen leagues, the fhip being then in the la- 
titude of 41“ 27' S. ; Koamaroo at the fame time hearing 
N. J. E. diftant feven or eight leagues. The fouthermoft 
laud in fight bore S. 16 W. and the fnosvy mountain S. W. 
At this time we were about three leagues from the fliorc, 
and abreaft of a deep bay or inlet, to which I gave the name 
of Ccoudy Bat, and at the bottom of which there appeared 
. low land covered with tall trees. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon we were abreaft of the 
fouthermoft point of land that sve had feen at noon, which 
I called Cars Campeel ; it lies S. by W. diftant between 
twelve and thirteen leagues from Cape Koamaroo, in lati- 
tude 41' 44' S. longitude ,183* 45'W.; and with Cape Pallifer 
forms the foutlrcrn entrance of the ftrcighr, the diftance be- 
tween them being between thtrreen and fau rreen forgoes 
\V. by S. and E. by N. 

Prom tliis Cape sve fleered along the fiiorc S. V/. by S-' till 
eight o’clock in the evening, when tile wind died away. 
About half an hour afterwards, however, a frclh breeze 
fprung up at S.W. and I put the finp right before it. My 
rcafon for this, was a notion which fome of the officers had 
juftftarted, that Eahicnomauwe was not an ifiand, and that 
the land might ftrctch aw ay to the S. E. from between Cape 
5 Tttmagain 
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Turnagain and Cape Pallifer, there being a fpace of between 1770. 
twelve and fifteen leagues that we had not feen. 'i had in- 
deed the firongeft convi&ion that they were miilaken, not ™“ r - 7- 
only fiom what I had feen the firft time I difeovered the 
flreight, but from many other’ concurrent teltimonies that 
the land in queflion was an ifland ; but being refolved to 
leave no poffibility of doubt with rcfpefl to an objeiit of fuch 
importance, I took the opportunity of the wind's ihifting, to 
Hand caftward, and accordingly fleered N. E. by E. all the 
night. At nine o'clock in the morning we were abreaft of Thorflays. 
Cape Pallifer, and found the land trend away N. E. towards 
CapeTptnagain, which lieckoned to be diflant about twenty- 
fix leagues : however, as tile weather was hazy, fo as to 
prevent our feeing above four or live leagues, I ftill kept 
Handing to the N. E. with a light breeze at fouth ; and at 
noon Cape Pallifer bore N. 7a W. diflant about three leagues. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon, three canoes came 
up to the fhip with' between thirty and forty people 
on board, who had been pulling after us with great la- 
bour and perfcverance for fome time : they appeared to be 
more cleanly, and a better clafs, than any we had met 
with fince we left the Bay of Iflands, and their canoes were 
alfo diftinguilhed by tlic fame ornaments which we had feen 
upon the northerly part of the coaft. They came on board 
with very little invitation ; and their behaviour was Courteous 
and friendly: upon receiving prefents from us, they made 
us prefents in return, which had not been done by any of 
the natives that we had feen before. We foon perceived that 
our guefts had heard of us, for as foon as they came on 
board, they aiked for m<rw, the name by which nails were 
known among the people with whom we had trafficked: but 
though they had heard of nails, it was plain they had feen 

Vol. II. 3 G none; - 
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1770. none ; for when nails were given them, they afked Tupia 
■ Febr - u2r} L what they were. The term Whew, indeed, conveyed to them 
Tharfday 8. ^ idea not of their quality, but only of their ufe ; for it is 
the fame by which they diflinguifh a tool, commonly made 
of bone, which they ufe both as an augur and a duffel. 
However, their knowing that we had Whow to fell, was a 
proof that their connexions extended as far north as Cape 
Kidnappers, which was diftant no lefs than forty-five leagues ; 
for that was the fouthermoft place on this fide the coaft 
where we had had any traffic with the natives. It is alfo 
probable, that the little knowlege which the inhabitants of 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound had of iron, they obtained from 
their neighbours at Tierawitte ; for we had no reafon to 
think that the inhabitants of any part of this coaft had the 
leal! knowlege of iron or its ufe before we came among them, 
efpecially as when it was firft offered they feemed to dis- 
regard it as of no value. We thought it probable, that we 
were now once more in the territories of Teratu ; but upon 
enquiring of thefe people, they faid that he was not their 
King. After a fliort time, they went away, much gratified 
with the prefents that we had made them ; and we purfued 
our courfe along the ffiore to the N. E. till eleven o’clock the 
Ftidjyg. next morning. About this time, the weather happening to 
clear up, we faw Cape Turnagain, bearing N. by E. 4 E. at 
the diftance of about feven leagues : I then called the officers 
upon deck, and afked them, whether they were not now 
fatisfied, that Eahienomauwe was an ifland \ they readily 
anfwered in the affirmative, and all doubts being now re- 
moved, we hauled our wind to the eafhvard. 
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